
WHY IS INFORMATIONAL TEXT IMPORTANT?
The Common Core State Standards present students with grade-appropriate  
informational text starting in kindergarten. Why? As students get ready for  

college and enter the workforce, much of what they need to read and under-
stand is informational text: instruction manuals, news articles, scientific informa-
tion, graphs and charts, opinion pieces, blogs, and more. The reading passag-
es provided free in the Animal Ambassadors program meet that need for 

informational text. And they cover a topic that students love—animals!

Visit our parnter website:  www.themailbox.com/ifaw to 
sign up. Each month you’ll receive free materials like these:
• Copy-and-use worksheets that teach about animals while cov-

ering Common Core skills
• Nonfiction reading passages that provide practice with  

informational text
• Writing prompts to help students organize and share their 

thoughts
• Small-group activities, whole-group activities, classroom  

displays, crafts, and more!

Join the Animal Ambassador Program! 
Get Free Activities, Worksheets, and More!
Join the Animal Ambassador Program! 

Get Free Activities, Worksheets, and More!

Lost Land
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 All over the world, animals and humans 
compete for land. Animals need land to live, find 
food, and raise their young. The same is true for 
humans. We clear land for farming and living 
space. In Africa, this has meant that elephants 
are crowded out of their habitats. Elephants once 
roamed much of the African continent. Today, they 
live in small pockets scattered across 37 countries.
 There are other things that make life difficult for 
elephants. Many of the parks and protected areas where 
they live are disconnected. Elephants like to roam to find 
food, shelter, and water. Roads, railways, farms, towns, and cities 

now divide elephant travel pathways. Conservation groups like the 

International Fund for Animal Welfare are working to protect land for 

the elephants. 
 One IFAW project to help elephants is the Amboseli Elephant 

Project. Amboseli National Park is in the African 
nation of Kenya. Amboseli is a large area of land 
where many elephants live. Many people live there, 
too. IFAW’s project helps humans and elephants live 
together.
 There are three parts of IFAW’s Amboseli Project. 
First, IFAW helps the Kenya Wildlife Service better 
manage the park. Second, IFAW assists the Amboseli 
Elephant Research Project study these animals. Finally, 
IFAW works with a ranch outside the park. This 
ranch has land that elephants roam through to get to 
other areas for food, water, and shelter. IFAW hopes to 
see humans and animals live together in peace. IFAW is 
teaching people how to do that with the elephants.

Cats of the Wild

Name	

Big	CatsSentence	fragments

 Complete
 Sentence Fragment
	 	 	 1.	 The	declining	population	of	tigers	and	many	other	big	cats.
	 	 	 2.	 Some	of	these	animals	may	become	extinct, which means	they	would	

disappear	from	the	earth.	 	 	 3.	 For	some	big	cats,	the	area	where	they	live	is	being	developed	for	houses,	

roads,	or	farms,	and	that	causes	them	to.
	 	 	 4.	 When	this	happens,	the	animals’	homes	and	food	sources	disappear	and	

groups	of	animals	are	cut	off	from	one	another.
	 	 	 5.	 Killed	by	hunters	or	poachers	or	even	killed	by	tourists’	cars	and	buses.

	 	 	 6.	 Groups	that	study	animals	categorize	their	populations	as	least concern, near 

threatened, vulnerable, endangered, critically endangered, extinct in the wild, 

and	extinct.	 	 	 7.	 The	tiger	(Panthera tigris),	which	is	classified	as	endangered.

	 	 	 8.	 Because	three	types	of	tigers	have	become	extinct—Caspian	tigers,	Java	

tigers,	and	Bali	tigers.	 	 	 9.	 Scientists	estimate	that	in	the	1990s	there	were	5,000	to	7,000	tigers	in	the	

world,	but	now	there	are	about	3,000.	 	 	 10.	 Classified	as	“vulnerable,”	the	lion	(Panthera Leo).
	 	 	 11.	 Lions	once	lived	in	most	parts	of	Africa	and	from	Greece	to	northern	India.

	 	 	 12.	 Jaguars	“near	threatened,”	with	an	unknown	number	remaining	in	the	world.

	 	 	 13.	 Jaguars	once	roamed	throughout	South	and	Central	America,	but	now	they	

are	found	mostly	in	remote	areas.	 	 	 14.	 With	between	7,500	and	10,000	remaining,	the	cheetah	(Acinonyx jubatus)	is	

considered	“vulnerable.”	 	 	 15.	 The	cheetah	in	Asia	only	in	Iran.	 	 	 16.	 The	snow	leopard	(Panthera uncia) population	has	declined	20	percent	in	the	

past	two	decades,	with	4,000	to	6,000	remaining.
	 	 	 17.	 Snow	leopards	killed	by	poachers	and	farmers.
	 	 	 18.	 Scientists	classify	the	mountain	lion	(also	called	a	puma	or	cougar)	

population	as	“least	concern,”	but	its	population	is	decreasing	as	well.

Read each sentence. Determine if it is a complete sentence or a fragment. Rewrite all fragments to make complete sentences on another sheet of paper.

© 2012 International Fund for Animal Welfare. Text and design by The Education Center, Inc. ®

Remember! A complete 

sentence has a subject and 

predicate and expresses 

a complete thought.

A sentence fragment is missing 

a subject or predicate or does not 

express a complete 
thought.

Tigers in Trouble
Writing to support an opinion
 Explain to students that tigers are in danger of 
becoming extinct. Three types—the Caspian tiger, 
Bali tiger, and Javan tiger—have already become 
extinct, and a South Chinese tiger may be ex-
tinct as well. Just 3,000 tigers remain in the wild 
today.
 The International Fund for Animal Welfare is 
working to protect tigers from hunters, poachers 
(people who kill tigers to sell their bones, skins, 
and meat), and habitat loss. The IFAW trains 
people in Russia, India, and China to become 
wildlife rangers. These rangers work in the wild to 
stop people from killing the tigers. It is a danger-
ous job, but these wildlife rangers have helped to 
save many tigers. Lead students in a discussion about 
how poachers are a threat to the tiger species and 
the importance of the rangers in the wild.
 After the discussion, have each child write a letter 
to an imaginary ranger thanking him or her for her 
work. Remind him to state and support his opinion 
about the possible extinction of tigers. For a class-
room display, post the completed letters with the title, 
“Wildlife Rangers: Saving the World’s Tigers!”

Post It!
Writing to inform
 Inform your students that some people believe 
products made from tiger bones, skins, and meat 
make people more powerful. In China, it’s illegal to 
buy and sell tiger parts and products, but tiger farm-
ers raise tigers and then kill them to sell their parts. 
Others kill wild tigers for the same purpose.
 To promote Animal 
Action Week, have 
each student make a 
one-page poster that 
informs others about 
the illegal killing of 
tigers. Encourage 
each child to include 
tiger facts and ways 
that others can help 
support tigers.
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Animal Action 
Week is the first full  

week in October!

Poaching

Tiger parts are for tigers, not medicine!

�

Look Like an Elephant

Craft
Materials for One Elephant Craft:

brown or gray paper headband

brown or gray sheet of construction paper (for ears)

brown or gray crepe paper strip (for trunk)

glue
dark marker

Directions:
 1. Fold the sheet of con-

struction paper in half. 

Draw an elephant ear. Cut through the 

folded paper to make two ears. 

 2. Glue each ear to a different side of the  

headband. 

 3. Glue the trunk to the strip, between the ears. 
Elephant facts

•	 Elephants are our largest land animals.

•	 A newborn elephant may weigh up to 265 

pounds.
•	 An elephant might eat almost 400 pounds of food 

in a day.
•	 An elephant might drink almost 50 gallons of 

water in a day.

•	 Elephants live in family groups. These groups 

include females from several generations and 

young elephants of different ages.

•	 Elephants are intelligent, social, and emotional 

animals. Scientists believe they laugh, cry, and 

even feel sad.

•	 Elephants are the only living creatures with a 

trunk.
•	 Elephants roll in mud to protect their skin from 

sunburn and insect bites.

•	 Elephants “listen” by feeling vibrations in the 

ground with their feet and trunks.

•	 Some sounds that elephants make are too low in 

pitch for our ears to hear. But other elephants can 

hear those sounds 5 miles away.

•	 The elephant population today is half—or less—of 

what it was 40 years ago. There are about 

500,000 wild elephants living in Africa and 

Asia.
•	 Elephants are in danger because farms, settle-

ments, and other development cut off their migra-

tion routes.
•	 Thousands of elephvants are killed every year for 

their ivory. Ivory is a substance that many con-

sider valuable. It comes from elephants’ tusks. 

•	 It is illegal to buy or sell ivory.

•	 An elephant’s tusks are actually its two front teeth.

Walk Like an Elephant

Group activity

 To begin, tell students that when elephants travel 

they usually walk very quietly in a line, led by an older 

elephant. Have students wear their elephant head-

bands from the above idea. Then choose one child to 

be the leader and have the remaining students form 

a line behind the student. The leader walks slowly 

around the classroom, while the other elephants follow. 

Encourage students to gently blow, moving their trunks 

up and down. After a brief time have the leader stop 

the herd, and use that opportunity to share an elephant 

fact from the list at right. Then invite a new leader to 

take over the journey. (Hint: As you share facts, stu-

dents may run across new vocabulary words such as 

population, migration, and vibrations. Encourage your 

herd to amble over to the computer or class library to 

look up these terms!)

Remember Like an  

Elephant
Group activity

 Tell students that elephants have amazing memo-

ries. Then ask students to wear their elephant head-

bands. Perform a series of movements, such as to tap 

your head and clap your hands. Have students use 

their elephant memories to repeat the actions. Continue 

for several rounds, adding a new movement each time. 

For an added challenge, add an elephant fact from the 

list to the sequence too. 

�
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Name 

Elephants

Categorizing

Not All the Same!

Look at the pictures.

Cut.
Glue to match.

There are two main groups of elephants. One group is 

from Africa. One group is from Asia. Elephants from 

Asia do not look the same as elephants from Africa.
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Elephant from Africa
Elephant from Asia

bigger 
ears

smaller 
ears

shorter 
tusks

longer 
tusks

flat 
back

rounded 
back

more 
wrinkled 
trunk

less 
wrinkled 
trunk
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What can we learn 
from animals? Lots! 
Here are a few  
examples:
• Elephants don’t just have 
a great memory, they also 
show incredible loyalty to 
their family and friends. 

• Whale sharks are the 
biggest fish in the world 
but they are incredibly 
gentle—they never bully 
other marine wildlife.

• Cats and dogs have 
been good friends to 
their human companions 
for thousands of years.

Teachers, copy this page and share it with students’ families!

Dear Family,
Our class is becoming Animal Ambassadors! We’ve 
 joined a free program from the International Fund  
for Animal Welfare (IFAW) that addresses important  
curriculum standards while teaching students about  
different animals. Most important, we’ll learn how  
humans impact these species and how we can work  
together to protect them. Some of the animals we’ll  
learn about this year are

•  Elephants
•  Tigers and other big cats
•  Whales and dolphins
•  Wolves
•  Bears
•  Raptors
•  Sharks
•  Seals
•  Backyard wildlife
•  Cats and dogs

Watch for materials from the Animal Ambassador  
program to come home with your child. Be sure to ask 
your child more about what they’ve learned and how they 
will act to respect and protect animals. Learn more about 
IFAW’s work to rescue and protect animals around the 
world at www.ifaw.org. Find fun activities to do with your 
child at home by visiting ifaw.org/discover-animals. Plus 
mark your calendar: Animal Action Week is the first full 
week in October!
Yours in education,

teacher’s name

PS: Do you know an animal hero of the two- or four-
legged variety? IFAW is looking for special people of any 
age who have done something outstanding for animals 
or even heroic animals themselves. To learn how you can 
nominate someone for an Animal Action Award, visit ifaw.
org/animal-heroes.
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Human activities can affect animals—and  
sometimes put them at risk. One way we 
can help protect animals is to teach 
our youngest students about different 
species, why they are important, and 
how our decisions impact them. That’s 
what the Animal Ambassador program is all 
about. Sponsored by the International Fund 
for Animal Welfare (IFAW), the Animal 
Ambassador program delivers 
classroom-ready resources to teachers 
of grades K-2 and 3-5 to share those 
messages, while building important Common 
Core skills at the same time.

Start by displaying this free poster in your 
classroom. Then sign up to become an Animal 
Ambassador—and get more free materials—at 
www.themailbox.com/ifaw. Look inside for 
details and sign up today!

Ten lucky Animal Ambassadors  
will WIN $100 Amazon gift cards, and one 
lucky Animal Ambassador will WIN a $1,000 

Visa gift card! Sign up today at  
www.themailbox.com/ifaw!

LOTS!LOTS!
Free! Worksheets and activities that  

teach Common Core skills! Sign up at  
www.themailbox.com/ifaw.

What Can We Learn 
From Animals?

What Can We Learn 
From Animals?
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W   e’re looking for colorful paintings and drawings 
of one or more of the animals that IFAW 
rescues and protects around the world, such as 

elephants, whales, seals, bears, tigers, cats and dogs, to 
name a few.  
 
Visit ifaw.org/art-contest for complete contest details 
and to download additional entry forms. All winners will 
receive a certificate and gift from IFAW. A selection of 
the winning entries will be featured on the wall poster/
calendar created for next year’s Animal Action Education 
program. 
 
The contest is open to students aged four to 18. Artwork 
can include paintings, colorful sketches, collages, or any 
other original illustrations.  

Cut along dashed line

E N T R Y  F O R M
Deadline for entries: January 31, 2013

Name

Male          Female               (Please tick appropriate box)

Home address

   Zip Code 

Email 

Telephone No. 

Date of birth   Grade level 

For individual entries, please provide:

Parent/Guardian name

If this is a classroom or group submission, please provide:

Teacher/Group Leader name

School/Group name

Address

   Zip Code 

Please complete and attach a copy of this form to the back of each artwork entry.

All submissions should be in color and no larger than a 
standard letter-sized page (8.5” x 11”). 
If you would like your artwork returned after the contest, 
you must provide a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
with your contest entry. 
 
Submit entries to: Animal Action Team,  
IFAW International Headquarters,  
290 Summer Street, Yarmouth Port, MA 02675

Closing date 
January 31 

2013
   Animal Action 
Art Contest

Every year, IFAW asks young people  

to help produce our annual calendar  

and classroom poster.

About IFAW
Founded in 1969, the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare (IFAW) rescues and protects animals around 
the world. 

For the student: I call on world leaders to protect animals. I will do this in my own environment by:  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


