
Elephants are in danger because farms,  

settlements, and other development reduce their 

wild habitat and cut off their migration routes. Elephants are one of the most intelligent, social, and emotional animals. Scientists believe they laugh, cry, show empathy, and even grieve.  

An elephant might eat almost 400 

pounds of food and drink 50 gallons of 

water in one day.

Elephants may “listen” by feeling vibrations 

in the ground with their feet and trunks.

Elephants are the only living  

creatures with a trunk. 
Elephants roll in mud to protect their skin from sunburn and insect bites. 

A newborn elephant may  weigh up to 265 pounds. 

IFAW protects elephant 
habitats, helps rangers 

safeguard elephants 
from poachers, works 

to prevent conflict 
between elephants and 

people, and rescues 
orphaned or injured 

baby elephants, caring 
for them until they can 

return to life in the wild.

Elephants are the largest land  animals on the planet. 

Some scientists  
predict that global 
warming will cause 

more droughts,  
endangering elephants 

and humans. 
Some sounds that elephants make are too low  

in pitch for the human ear to hear, but other  
elephants can hear these sounds more than  

5 miles away. 

When a forest elephant eats, it creates gaps in 

vegetation that allow new plants to grow.  

Elephants also help spread seeds, and  

they dig water holes with their tusks. 

Elephants live in family groups that include 

females from several generations and 

young elephants of various ages. 

The elephant population today is half – or less – of what it was 40 years ago. There are as few as 
500,000 wild elephants living in Africa and Asia. 

Elephants use their trunks 

to smell, feed themselves, 

scratch, greet friends,  

move objects, give them-

selves a shower of dust 

or water, and as a snorkel 

in deep water. 
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An international treaty bans trade in elephant ivory. But thousands of elephants are still being killed every year just for their ivory tusks, which are used for luxury goods, artwork and trinkets.  

An elephant’s tusks 
are actually its two 

front teeth.  
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Nature’s great masterpiece, an elephant.  - John Donne


