
YOUR INTRO TO IFAW
The International Fund for Animal Welfare, or IFAW, protects wildlife  
and companion animals around the world. IFAW education programs: 
•  Empower young people and communities around the world to take  

positive action for animals. For example, IFAW’s Animal Action program 
reaches more than 5,000,000 young people in 16+ countries.

•  Teach community-based companion animal welfare from South Africa  
to Navajo Nation. 

•  Help local communities in Africa and Asia learn to live in harmony with  
wild animals, including elephants.

•  Create “floating classrooms,” places where children learn to respect and  
appreciate whales and other endangered marine wildlife.

Find out more info at IFAW.org.

DEAR EDUCATOR,
Good news! There’s strong evidence that  
many of today’s young people understand the 
connection between animals and humans in 
ways earlier generations never did. These kids 
are passionate about the environment and 
about helping to save animal habitats. 

Unfortunately, a closer look at the daily  
behavior of these same young people shows a 
disconnect between caring and consumption.  
They want to preserve our resources and  
protect both animals and people, yet many  
are stuck in the same consumption patterns  
that brought about the current state of  
environmental and biodiversity decline.

The International Fund for Animal Welfare—
IFAW—is working to change that. It connects 
the dots between what kids care about and  
what they do.  

The materials in this program will show your  
students the connection between our habitats 
and those of animals. Students will learn that 
what they do in and around their own home can  
affect the homes of animals on the other side  
of the world. They will see how it just takes a 
little change to become a Home Team Hero!

Sincerely, 

The IFAW Animal Action Team & 
The Editors of TIME For Kids

STANDARDS
National Science Standards (NAS)
•  Life Science
•  Populations and Ecosystems
•  Diversity and adaptations of organisms

Social Studies (NCSS)—People, Places and Environments
•  Common Core State Standards: Language
•  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar  

and usage when writing or speaking.
•  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English  

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

  QUICK LINKS
Ifaw.org/lessons for more teaching resources, classroom videos, interactive 
smart board activities and actions on elephants and other animals.
•  Download free standards-based lessons, worksheets and classroom videos 

on elephants, tigers, whales, biodiversity and more. Or you can fill out a 
request form to receive a free DVD of program materials and classroom 
videos by mail. 

Ifaw.org/elephantmarch:
•  Join the Elephant March at this IFAW site and help save elephants from 

poaching!

You Lead the March This 
Earth Day—and Every Day

WELCOME TO IFAW’S HOME TEAM HEROES PROGRAM!

Discover how your students can team up with IFAW to 
help save the homes of elephants and other animals. 



Twenty years ago, 100 world leaders met at the now-famous Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.  
They collaborated on a plan to take better care of the Earth and all its inhabitants. 
Through Animal Action and other programs, IFAW is helping to bring that plan to fruition. It’s working to bridge the gap 
between global policy and individual action by partnering on educational outreach with Rio+20, the Earth Summit anniversary 
meeting this June, and other important global initiatives, including the UN International Decade for Biodiversity and the De-
cade on Education for Sustainable Development. From California to Cape Cod, IFAW is also partnering with communities to 
become more earth-friendly and animal-kind, including more than 350 towns that have joined the Sustainable Jersey initiative.  

To learn more, please visit IFAW.org.

IFAW education programs are supported by: Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, Foundation M, Kenneth A. Scott Charitable Trust, Wallace Genetic Foundation.

RIO+20: Be Part of the Solution for Animals and People

Using the Close to Home Poster
The poster on the back of this guide provides a program focal point for  
Earth Day and beyond. Use it as a backdrop for the classroom activities,  
environmental discussions and to keep track of the students who return  
signed Welcome Mats from home. Be sure to make copies of the information  
and reproducibles on this side of the poster before displaying it.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
THE HABITAT FOUR: Ask students to name things they think are necessary for a good  
habitat and to give reasons why they are important. List their answers on the board. Help 
narrow that list down to four requirements: shelter, water, food and space. EXTENSION: 
After students research elephant habitat in Africa and Asia, ask them to create two col-
umns on a sheet of paper, one labeled ELEPHANTS and the other ME. Instruct students 
to fill in examples of the four habitat requirements under each heading. Ask: How are the 
lists similar? How are they different? 

TEAM HUDDLE: Ask: What are the threats to elephant habitat? Have students investi-
gate the ways that poaching, farming and roads can be harmful to elephants—prompting 
students to focus on why these threats exist. (Possible answer: People are competing for 
the same resources as animals, and many are struggling to provide their own families with 
homes.) For each of the three problems, have students write two possible solutions. These 
solutions should show how people and animals can exist together with less conflict.  

ROOT FOR THE HOME TEAM: There are many fascinating facts about elephants. For 
example, manatees are relatives of elephants, and elephants can “listen” to vibrations in the 
ground with their feet and trunks. Have students come up with a list of elephant fun facts.  
Then ask students to break up into groups of three or four. Students should write an Earth 
Day cheer about elephants. Each cheer should contain the words Earth Day, elephant and 
habitat, and at least two fun facts about elephants. Students could present their cheers to 
the classroom and perhaps during a special Earth Day performance for the school.

Free Resources - All Year Long!
ifaw.org/lessons

Photo Credits: © IFAW/D. Willetts; © IFAW/Dusty Foot; © IFAW/J. Hrusa;  Shutterstock.com/Steffen Foerster Photography; Shutterstock.com/Talvi; © IFAW/;.

Lesson plan 1. Have your students read the Student Handout, or for 

younger students read aloud, Ears, Trunks and Tusks: 

Elephant Adaptation. 

2. After reading: Begin by asking students if they know 

the definition of habitat. Record their observations on the 

board, and then read the following definition:

An animal’s habitat is the combination of resources 

(e.g. food, water) and environmental conditions (e.g. 

temperature) in an area that makes it possible for that 

species to survive and reproduce.

3. Next, ask students if they know the definition of 

adaptation. Then share this definition: 

Adaptation is an evolutionary process whereby a 

species’ characteristics (shape, form, function and 

behavior) change over time in response to changes in 

the environment, contributing to an animal’s ability to 

survive and reproduce. 

4. Have each group discuss what they know about how 

elephants are adapted to the different climate and food 

sources in their habitats and together fill out a chart like 

the one below. You may want to have them do more 

research on the climate and other characteristics, such as 

vegetation, of the habitats of African Savannah Elephants 

and Asian Elephants.
Animal  

Typical facts about 

their habitats Facts about their 

adaptation

African Savannah 

ElephantAsian Elephant
5. Give each group a pair of pictures of other animals in 

the same family of species but living in different habitats 

(e.g. Desert Fox and Arctic Fox; Polar Bear and Asian 

Black Bear; Mountain Hare and Hare). You may want to 

include animals common to your country or region. 

6. Have each group discuss the different habitats where 

these animals live. You may want to let each group use 

sources such as books or the Internet to research the 

habitat of their animal. 

7. Have each group add a new section about this animal to 

the elephants’ habitat and adaptation. Have them include 

key facts they have learned about the animal’s habitat 

Extending the Lesson
For homework or an extension activity, have students select and 

research the habitat and lifestyle of a favorite animal. Have them 

identify as many adaptations as possible. Then ask students to share a 

report of their favorite adaptations with the class. 

and their ideas for the adaptations this animal has evolved in 

response to their habitat.

8. Call groups together and have them share ideas. You may 

want to create a large classroom chart like the one below that 

includes facts on all the animals the groups have researched 

and discussed. 
9. Are there any similarities between the animals living in 

related habitats (e.g. bigger ears in warmer regions, white coat 

in the arctic for camouflage)? 

10. Discuss the results in comparison with the adaptations of 

African and Asian elephants.

Animal  

Typical facts about 

their habitats Facts about their 

adaptation

African Savannah 

ElephantAsian ElephantPolar BearAsian Black BearMountain HareHare

11. Many species of elephants are extinct. One reason for the 

extinction of the mammoth has been changes in climate. 

Discuss with the class and add to the classroom chart some 

key facts about the environment that mammoths lived in 

during the ice age and how mammoths were adapted to that 

cold environment (like little ears and thick coat). 

What may have happened to mammoths when the climate 

changed? (The temperature warmed; the ice sheet melted, 

they had problems surviving in a warmer climate; food 

supply changed.) 
12. Ask students to imagine what could happen to elephants 

if climate changes. Discuss probable consequences for the 

various habitats where elephants live and what that could 

mean for elephants. 

Ears, Trunks & Tusks: Understanding Adaptation

Learning Objectives  Students learn about:

•	 Relationships between animals and their environment

•	 The structure and function of living things

•	 The diversity and adaptations of organisms in their environment 

•	 Changes in the environment and their affects on animals

Teaching Guide  
and Lessons

Middle School Edition (Ages 11-14)  

Elephants  
     Never Forget

“In the past century, the number of elephants in the 
wild has declined by 50 per cent. Their disappearance 
could devastate ecosystems and have a lasting 
impact on the biodiversity of our planet. I hope this 
program will inspire and empower you to help protect 
elephants worldwide.”

— Leonardo DiCaprio, Actor & Activist

JO IN  THE  HERD

Take Action for Elephants!

“A single elephant killed for its ivory is one 

too many. Please join me in signing IFAW’s 

petition to stop the ivory trade and protect 

these magnificent animals.”

— Leonardo DiCaprio, Actor & Activist
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Enhanced DVD includes:

•	 Classroom	film	(18	mins) 
Appropriate for general 
student audiences 

•	 Print resources 
Includes teaching guide, 
lessons, worksheets, crafts & 
much more

•	 Multi-media poster guide 
Perfect for interactive 
whiteboards

Elephants  
   Never Forget

©	IFAW	2011
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Why Tigers Matter

Quite simply, tigers matter because 

they exist. Tigers are an important 

part of the planet’s rich diversity of 

life. As top predators in their food 

webs, they feed on a variety of prey 

species and help maintain the struc-

ture and functioning of the ecosys-

tems they inhabit. Tigers, therefore, 

are considered a keystone species. 

If tigers disappear, there will be far-

reaching and negative consequences 

for other parts of the ecosystem.  

This means that protecting tigers 

helps many other species as well.

Yet, with just a few thousand tigers 

remaining in the wild, these iconic 

and ecologically important animals 

are dangerously close to vanishing 

from the earth.

Eight subspecies* of tigers once 

roamed across Asia, adapting to  

a variety of habitats from the cold 

woodlands of the Russian Far East 

to the varied grasslands and forests 

of India and the tropical jungles of 

Malaysia. Tigers now live in scattered 

groups in a small fraction of their 

original range. Tiger habitats must include three 

key components: dense vegetation  

for cover, access to water, and  

sufficient large, hoofed animals 

to serve as prey. Their main food 

sources are different types of deer 

and wild pigs, but tigers may also eat 

birds, monkeys, reptiles, and fish, as 

well as young elephants and rhinos.

igers are among the most striking 

and unique animals on the planet. 

The largest of all cats, tigers are 

remarkably well-adapted to survival 

in the wild. Their distinctive black stripes have 

patterns as unique to individuals  

as fingerprints. The stripes create  

camouflage that is ideally suited to  

the forests and grasslands where most 

wild tigers live. The fur without 

stripes is a tawny reddish-orange color 

(or white on the body’s underside), 

but if you shaved it all off, the tiger’s 

dark stripes would remain on its skin.

 Many cultures have long revered tigers 

as icons of beauty, charm, luck, and 

power. Tiger images appear in Stone 

Age cave paintings in India and in 

many temples and shrines through-

out Asia. And the tiger is one of the 

twelve animals in the Chinese zodiac.

An adult tigress usually has two 

or three cubs, which are born 

blind and remain with their 

mother for two years or more. 

Aside from mating pairs and 

females with cubs, tigers tend to 

live alone. Wild tigers have a life 

span of 10 to 15 years.

Fur: helps maintain constant 

body temperature; in extreme 

temperatures, tigers grow 

longer coat in winter than in 

summer; fur on tigers in tropical 

forests is deeper color

Body: average wild tiger 9–10 ft 

(2.7–3 m) in length, including tail 

(32 in.; 80 cm); height at shoulder 

is 42 in. (105 cm); weight is  

300–600 lb (135–270 kg)

Ears: white spots 

on backs of ears 

are believed to help 

cubs follow tigress 

mother through dense 

underbrush

Stripes: blur tiger’s 

outline, hiding it in 

brush

Eyes: powerful 
eyesight for 

twilight hunting

Legs: can run 
35–40 mph  

(55–65 kph),  
but tigers rely  

on stealth rather 

than speed to 
catch prey

Forehead: special 

marking often 
resembles Chinese 

character 王, or 
wang, which  

means “king”

Face/nose/mouth: tigers 

communicate through 

scent and vocalizations 

(some heard as far away 

as three miles); whiskers 

help for feeling way 

through habitat

Scent glands: 
help tigers mark 

territory; found 
around toes,  

face, tail

*Scientists have traditionally reported eight subspecies; an alternative 

classification system of division brings the total to nine.

Saving the 
Majestic Tiger

Born to Be Wild

“Wild tigers are in trouble. 
Together, we can save them.”
   –Leonardo DiCaprio

Advanced Readers  
Grades 6-9
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“ Join IFAW and me in taking action to 

protect wild tigers - before it’s too late.”

             
       – Leonardo DiCaprio

Take a 

Stand
for

Tigers!
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Supported by:

Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation     •     Foundation M     •     Wallace Genetic Foundation

To play film: Insert disk into DVD player or drive • 
To access enhanced content: insert disk in computer DVD drive • 
     If menu does not auto-start:  
     MAC USERS Click “Animal Action Education” DVD icon and   
     select “AAW_Resources.app”  
     WINDOWS USERS Right click “Animal Action Education” DVD  
     icon,  select “Open,” then double click  “AAW_Resources.exe”

BORN TO BE

Wild

Enhanced DVD:
Classroom film• 
Interactive Guide• 
Lessons & Worksheets• 

© IFAW 2010. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Saving the Majestic Tiger

Total bags collected:  __________   What was the most unusual item you found? _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PLASTIC
Item  Collected

Number Found Approx. Weight NON-PLASTIC
Item  Collected

Number Found Approx. Weight

Send to IFAW Animal Action Week, 290 Summer St., Yarmouth Port, MA 02675

        SeNd IT IN! Include a photo of your group in action.

LeAder NAme:  __________________________________________________________________

SChOOL/GrOuP NAme:  ___________________________________________________________

AddreSS:  ______________________________________________________________________

PhONe:  ___________________________   e-mAIL: _____________________________________

CLeAN-uP LOCATION:  _____________________________________________________________

dATe:  _________________   TIme SPeNT CLeANING:   ___________  # OF PArTICIPANTS ________  

Free
   

FAbrIC ShOPPING bAG

Get a free eco-friendly fabric 

shopping bag for everyone 

who takes part in your 

clean-up. Just send us this 

data collection sheet and a 

photo of your clean up team in 

action. 

Clean it up!
Did you know that almost 80% of debris found in the ocean comes from the land?  

Help reduce that percentage by cleaning up an area of your community.

                                              

The ocean and marine wildlife are 

        
   some of our Earth’s most valuable 

treasures, yet today they face more threats 

than ever before. It’s our responsibility to 

protect this vital ecosystem and the animals 

that live there if we want to leave a better 

world for future generations.

        
        

        
       -

 Leonardo DiCaprio

 Take action!  
 protect marine wildlife

Supported by:  AnimAl reScue   •   AnimAl welfAre truSt   •   gerAldine r. dodge foundAtion   •   eArthwAtch inStitute  •   foundAtion m   •   tropicAl SeAS   •   wAllAce genetic foundAtion, inc.



               LION

Find out more about elephants and other amazing animals at IFAW.org/discoveranimals

NAME: DATE:

What happens when an elephant is removed or kept from its 
home? Other animals who share the elephant’s ecosystem are  
affected. To meet a few of these creatures, here’s what to do: 

1.  Write the letter from a description below on the matching puzzle piece. 

2. Cut out the puzzle pieces and put them together.

3. The letters on the arch you create will spell out a secret word. 

4. Write the word here: 

The Elephant Arch

          CATTLE EGRET

             ELEPHANT
            DUNG BEETLE

            ANTELOPE

(Answer: TRUNK)

An insect with six 
wings that eats an 

elephant’s waste and 
helps spread the plant 

seeds in the waste

K
A large predator 

that needs the prey 
attracted to healthy 

grasslands 

R
A feathered  

creature that eats the  
insects that elephants 
stir up in the dirt and 
grass as they move

T
A four-legged 

grazer who relies on 
elephants to keep 

grasslands vital 

N
A smart, social mammal that 

eats hundreds of pounds of food 
in one day. By eating so many 
plants, it helps keep grasslands 

from turning into forests.

U

HOME TEAM HEROES

THINK ABOUT IT 
Elephants are known as  
“keystone” mammals.  
Can you guess why? 
HINT: What would happen to  
the puzzle if you were to  
remove the elephant piece? 

                LION



Parent or Guardian’s Signature

FAMILY’S NAME

Dear Parent or Guardian,

To help celebrate Earth Day, your child’s class is participating in Home Team Heroes. This program is just one way that the  
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) empowers young people and communities to take action to help animals such  
as elephants, tigers and whales.  

Why do these animals need your help? Researchers believe that animal species are becoming extinct at 1,000 times the natural rate.  
Our actions are threatening loss—and damage of habitat is one of these key threats. Elephants are on the verge of disappearing from 
some African countries where they used to thrive. And as few as 3,000 wild tigers survive in a few pockets of scattered habitat in Asia. 

Home Team Heroes is all about what you and your family can do as a team to help protect elephants and other animals. You can  
start with the easy ideas in the Home Team Action plan and the Welcome Mat below. 

Happy Earth Day!

Sincerely, 
The Editors of TIME For Kids

Cut out the plan and put it up on the refrigerator as a reminder of simple ways to help make your house more animal-friendly. 

Remake Yourself at Home

Hike, ride bikes or take the bus instead of driving. You’ll burn fewer fossil fuels, which cause pollution and contribute to climate change.

Opt for tap water instead of bottled water. The packaging of bottled water produces tons  
of plastic waste and takes a huge amount of energy to produce.  

Use less paper, or use recycled paper. You’ll save the trees that many forest dwellers call home!

Switch off lights and electrical items. And turn off the faucet when you wash your face  
and brush your teeth. That could save up to 20 gallons of water a day.

Enter your name on the pledge for elephants (ifaw.org/elephantmarch) and learn how you  
can get involved in saving these amazing animals (ifaw.org/getinvolved).

Ask your child to write your family’s name in big letters below. Add your signature. Have your child return  
the completed Welcome Mat to school to be counted on the Home Team Heroes classroom poster! 

Home Team Action Plan

HOME TEAM HEROES

Visit IFAW.org for more ways you can help animals around the world!

r

r
OUR WELCOME MAT FOR ANIMALS 

To help protect animals and our shared habitat, our family  
pledges to join the Home Team and take action!




