
 

UK Curriculum links 
Cats, Dogs and Us

Teachers can use this pack to help deliver a wide 
range of subject-specific curriculum aims.  

We have suggested links to the current curriculum 
and to the new Draft National Curriculum 
programmes of study.
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English
This programme can help students develop skills in speaking, listening, reading and 
writing as well as learning to express themselves and to communicate with others 
confidently and effectively. This includes:

•  reading for both pleasure and information

•   using discussion to learn; elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas

•   competency in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others 
and participating in debate.

Personal, social, health and  
economic education
Animal welfare issues surrounding cats and dogs explored in this pack and the 

personal experience that many students will have of animal and pet ownership can be 

an excellent vehicle to help teachers engage with young people in learning about:

•  care, empathy, respect and managing loss and grief 

Animal welfare offers an interesting angle for students to explore aspects of:

•  economic understanding and financial wellbeing.

Science
This programme can encourage students to recognise the power of rational explanation 

and develop a sense of excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena, as well as 

understanding how key foundational knowledge and concepts can be used to explain 

what is occurring, predict how things will behave, and analyse causes. This includes:

•  developing scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of 

biology, chemistry and physics

•   developing understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different types of 

science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world around them

•  equipping them with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications of 
science, today and for the future

•  helping them meet attainment targets related to ‘organisms’, their behaviour and the environment in the 
current KS3 curriculum.
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Citizenship

This programme can help deliver a wide range of citizenship aims, including:

•  acquiring a sound knowledge and understanding of how the United Kingdom is governed, its political 

system and how citizens participate actively in its democratic systems of government

•  developing a sound knowledge and understanding of the role of law in our society and how laws are 

shaped and enforced

•  developing an interest in, and commitment to, volunteering that they will take with them into 
adulthood. 

In addition the pack provides current KS3 and 4 curriculum opportunities to:

•  debate, in groups and whole-class discussions, topical and controversial issues, including those of concern 
to young people and their communities

•  develop citizenship knowledge and understanding while using and applying citizenship skills

•  work individually and in groups, taking on different roles and responsibilities 

•  participate in both school-based and community-based citizenship activities and reflect on  
their participation

•  participate in different forms of individual and collective action, including decision-making  
and campaigning

•  take into account legal, moral, economic, environmental, historical and social dimensions of different 
political problems and issues

•  take into account a range of contexts, such as school, neighbourhood, local, regional, national, European, 
international and global, as relevant to different topics

•  make links between citizenship and work in other subjects and areas of the curriculum.

The programme can also be adapted for Religious Education lessons exploring 
moral philosophy and animal ethics. 
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