
We protect what we appreciate, and we appreciate what we know. Unfortunately, in many elephant range 
countries, children have never even seen an elephant or been educated about the challenges elephants face. 
Without this exposure, it is unlikely this younger generation will choose to conserve elephants in the future. 
By 2050, the 10-year-old children of today will be 50 – and they will hold decision-making roles. In order to 
make decisions for conservation, these children need to be educated about elephants.

IFAW supports the My Elephant Neighbour programme, which is run by our 
partner organization “Des Eléphants & des Hommes”. Through this programme, 
we are helping to lead the way towards a better future for elephants – and people 
– by educating and inspiring African school children to be the conservation 
leaders of tomorrow! Education is the first step toward achieving long-term, 
harmonious coexistence between humans and elephants. 

The mission of the My Elephant Neighbour programme is to address this issue through 
education, targeting especially 10-year-old pupils (and parents) and their teachers who 
live in elephant range states. The priority is to reach those living closest to elephant 
populations. 

IFAW’s support includes printing and distribution of classroom copies of the illustrated 
children’s story, My Elephant Neighbour, which helps pupils consider their future life with 
elephants. The engaging book has been written especially for African classrooms taking 
part in the programme, but it is also appropriate for students anywhere who are interested 
in human-elephant coexistence. So, your students can read the same book! Download 
your classroom copy in English, French or Chinese at: ifaw.org/elephantneighbours.

Your class, school or group can help launch a classroom of African 
students on a journey towards better elephant conservation.

My Elephant Neighbour



So, how can you help? 
1. Sign on to become a programme partner.
Contact your local IFAW office, who will be your liaison to the My 
Elephant Neighbour programme. Each supporting classroom/school 
will be partnered with a specific classroom of primary students in Burkina 
Faso.
Your IFAW regional contact is: 

 Christine Jones, Animal Action Education Coordinator
 IFAW International Headquarters - 290 Summer Street - Yarmouth Port, MA  02675
 Phone: +1.508.744.2081 Email: cjones@ifaw.org

2. Raise Funds.  Your group donation of at least $250 will sponsor a field 
trip for your partner class of Burkina Faso students to see, appreciate, and 
learn about elephants in their natural habitat. This first opportunity to see 
elephants in the wild is an important first step towards understanding and, 
ultimately, protecting their mighty elephant neighbours.

3. Send your donations to IFAW.  We will direct those funds to a specific 
classroom in Burkina Faso and then send you information on the school 
and class that your students are sponsoring. For donation submission 
information and more details, contact your local IFAW representative.
Please note: We can not accept written messages or letters from your student to the students in 
Burkina Faso because of the challenges of multiple translations that may be necessary. However, if you 
would like to send photos, drawings or other artwork with your donation, IFAW will make sure that the 
teacher in your partner classroom in Burkina Faso receives them.

4. Congratulations! You and your students have become heroes for 
elephants and for African students. Once the project is underway with 
your sponsored classroom in Burkina Faso, IFAW will send you pictures 
and stories from the classroom and field activities that you have sponsored. 

The first stage of the programme will be focused in the impoverished 
country of Burkina Faso in West Africa, where the conservation 
status of elephant populations is very worrying because: 

•	 Elephants in West Africa are in great danger from human   
activities, including habitat destruction and poaching.

•	 Less than 50% of children in Burkina Faso receive full-time 
primary education, one of the lowest rates in the world.

•	 Educational support is welcome, as are programmes to reinforce 
environmental efforts.

•	 Wildlife departments are motivated to protect their natural 
heritage but lack the means to do so.

 1. Hold an art auction with 
animal-themed works created 
by your students or a bake sale 
of healthy treats.

2. Celebrate animals and nature 
with a school-wide fair or 
Elephant Festival with crafts 
and activities (for ideas, visit: 
ifaw.org/discoveranimals) 

3. Organize an animal film 
series or launch a read-a-thon 
benefit of your favorite animal-
themed books

4. Partner with a local business 
for a sponsored clean-up of a 
local beach, park, water shed 
or other habitat. 

5. Get out and move! A 
sponsored activity such as a 
kids “March for Elephants” can 
benefit your favorite animals - 
and is good for you too!
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An initial group of primary schools 
have been identified in Burkina Faso 
for participation in the My Elephant 
Neighbour programme field trips. The 
schools are located near the Deux Bale 
Forest of Mouhoun, where the region’s  
elephant population is  
concentrated.



We protect what we appreciate, and we appreciate 

what we know. Unfortunately, in many elephant range 

countries, children have never even seen an elephant 

or been educated about the challenges elephants face. 

Without this exposure, it is unlikely this younger 

generation will choose to conserve elephants in the 

future.

Our goal is to raise $250 to sponsor a field 

trip for a classroom of primary students 

in Burkina Faso to experience, appreciate, 

and learn about elephants in their natural 

habitat. This first opportunity to see 

elephants in the wild is an important 

first step towards understanding and, 

ultimately, protecting their mighty 

elephant neighbours.

Proceeds from this fundraiser will be 

donated to support the My Elephant 

Neighbour program in Burkina Faso, 

Africa through IFAW (the International 

Fund for Animal Welfare) and their 

partner organization, Des Elephants and 

des Hommes.
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Become a Hero for Elephants & African Students

 Support our ‘My Elephant Neigbour’ Fundraiser


