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CAMPAIGN STORY

Elephants have been killed for their ivory for centuries. Elephant tusks

have been carved into all sorts of things – like jewelry, billiard balls,

chess pieces, chopsticks, good luck charms, ornaments, hair sticks,

piano keys and hanko, the personalized signature seals required on

official documents in Japan (which also signifies status).

Elephants & Ivory

There are between only 35,000-45,000
Asian elephants remaining in the wild.
China has less than 300 elephants left!
Asian elephants have been given the
highest protection under CITES since
the start of the Convention. But, ivory
carvers prefer Asian elephant ivory
because it is easy to carve, so Asian
elephant populations remain greatly
threatened by poaching. Also, poachers
target the males because they have
tusks (unlike African elephants, female
Asian elephants don’t have tusks!).

Between August 2005 and August
2006, over 26 metric tonnes of
poached ivory – estimated to represent
at least 2,600 elephants – were seized
by Customs and enforcement officials
around the world. That’s in just one
year! Most of this trade comes from
Africa and is smuggled into Asia, where
illegal ivory markets flourish. These
seizures may only represent ten
percent of the actual illegal trade!

THE COST OF IVORY IS TOO HIGH!

Unless these markets are closed
and laws are enforced, the African
and the Asian elephant, in many
parts of their range, will continue
to be threatened. Any trade in
ivory only encourages more people
to buy it and tempts poachers to
disguise their illegal ivory as legal
ivory in the markets. Further, at
least a hundred park rangers are
killed in the line of duty each year!

DID YOU KNOW IFAW believes that we have to protect elephants now and think about
how to protect them into the future. This means that we need to stop
elephant poaching today and secure habitat for elephants to live
tomorrow. This also means that elephants will remain in grave danger
until the ivory trade is banned. So, IFAW takes action for elephants by
focusing on several solutions at the same time:
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IFAW has a saying – “If we don’t buy - they don’t die”. If no one bought
elephant ivory then there would be no need to kill elephants to supply the
trade. IFAW is committed to educating the public about this message.

IFAW is combating poaching by working with local communities and
governments to build up the capabilities of their anti-poaching patrols.

IFAW is seeking a total ban on all international trade in elephant ivory
under CITES. (CITES stands for the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. The aim of CITES is to make
sure that when countries import and export wild animals and plants
around the world, this trade does not threaten their survival.)

In Africa and Asia, IFAW works to secure elephant habitat by making sure
that protected areas are patrolled properly (to learn more read our Focus on
Elephants & Poaching). Another way is by purchasing land and creating
linkages between isolated groups of elephants to form elephant “corridors”,
allowing elephants more space to disperse and forage (look for & eat food).
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