
Cats, Dogs and Us
Ontario Curriculum Connections 
Older Reader - Grade 6 - 8

GRADE 6

Curriculum Connections: Mathematics
Data Management and Probability: Overall Expectations
• Collect and organize discrete or continuous primary data and secondary data and display 

the data using charts and graphs, including continuous line graphs;
• Read, describe, and interpret data, and explain relationships between sets of data;
• Determine the theoretical probability of an outcome in a probability experiment, and 

use it to predict the frequency of the outcome.

� � �

Curriculum Connections: Language           
Oral Communication: Overall Expectations
• Listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations for 

a variety of purposes;
• Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different 

audiences for a variety of purposes;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as listeners and speakers, areas for improvement, 

and the strategies they found most helpful in oral communication situations. �
� � � � �

Reading: Overall Expectations
• Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, graphic, and 

informational texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning;
• Recognize a variety of text forms, text features, and stylistic elements and demonstrate 

understanding of how they help communicate meaning;
• Use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as readers, areas for improvement, and the 

strategies they found most helpful before, during, and after reading. �
� � �

Writing: Overall Expectations
• Generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose 

and audience;
• Draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and graphic forms 

and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience;
• Use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language 

conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present their work effectively;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as writers, areas for improvement, and the 

strategies they found most helpful at different stages in the writing process.
� � �

Media Literacy: Overall Expectations
• Demonstrate an understanding of a variety of media texts;
• Identify some media forms and explain how the conventions and techniques associated 

with them are used to create meaning;
• Create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences, using appropriate 

forms, conventions, and techniques;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as media interpreters and creators, areas for 

improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in understanding and creating 
media texts.

� �
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Cats, Dogs and Us
Ontario Curriculum Connections 
Older Reader - Grade 6 (continued)

Curriculum Connections: The Arts
Visual Arts: Overall Expectations
• Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process to produce art works in a variety  

of traditional two- and three-dimensional forms, as well as multimedia art works, that 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings, using elements, principles, and 
techniques of visual arts as well as current media technologies;

• Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of art works 
and art experiences;

• Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety 
of art forms, styles, and techniques from the past and present, and their sociocultural 
and historical contexts.

Drama : Overall Expectations
• Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process to produce art works in a variety 

of traditional two- and three-dimensional forms, as well as multimedia art works, that 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings, using elements, principles, and 
techniques of visual arts as well as current media technologies;

• Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of art works 
and art experiences;

• Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety 
of art forms, styles, and techniques from the past and present, and their sociocultural 
and historical contexts.

Curriculum Connections: Science and Technology
Life Systems- Biodiversity:  Overall Expectations
• Assess human impacts on biodiversity, and identify ways of preserving biodiversity;
• Investigate the characteristics of living things, and classify diverse organisms according 

to specific characteristics;
• Demonstrate an understanding of biodiversity, its contributions to the stability of 

natural systems, and its benefits to humans.
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Cats, Dogs and Us
Ontario Curriculum Connections 
Older Reader - Grade 6 - 8

GRADE 7

Curriculum Connections: Mathematics
Data Management and Probability: Overall Expectations
• Collect and organize categorical, discrete, or continuous primary data and secondary 

data and display the data using charts and graphs, including relative frequency tables 
and circle graphs;

• Make and evaluate convincing arguments, based on the analysis of data;
• Compare experimental probabilities with the theoretical probability of an outcome 

involving two independent events.

� � �

Curriculum Connections: Language           
Oral Communication: Overall Expectations
• Listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations 

for a variety of purposes;
• Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences 

for a variety of purposes;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as listeners and speakers, areas for improvement, 

and the strategies they found most helpful in oral communication situations.
� � � � �

Reading: Overall Expectations
• Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, graphic, and 

informational texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning;
• Recognize a variety of text forms, text features, and stylistic elements and demonstrate 

understanding of how they help communicate meaning;
• Use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as readers, areas for improvement, and the 

strategies they found most helpful before, during, and after reading.
� � �

Writing: Overall Expectations
• Generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose 

and audience;
• Draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and graphic 

forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience;
• Use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language 

conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present their work effectively;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as writers, areas for improvement, and the strategies 

they found most helpful at different stages in the writing process.
� � �

Media Literacy: Overall Expectations
• Demonstrate an understanding of a variety of media texts;
• Identify some media forms and explain how the conventions and techniques associated 

with them are used to create meaning;
• Create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences, using appropriate 

forms, conventions, and techniques;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as media interpreters and creators, areas for 

improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in understanding and 
creating media texts.

� �
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Cats, Dogs and Us
Ontario Curriculum Connections 
Older Reader - Grade 7 (continued)

Curriculum Connections: The Arts
Visual Arts: Overall Expectations
• Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process to produce art works in a variety 

of traditional two- and three-dimensional forms, as well as multimedia art works, that 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings, using elements, principles, and 
techniques of visual arts as well as current media technologies;

• Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of art works 
and art experiences;

• Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety 
of art forms, styles, and techniques from the past and present, and their sociocultural 
and historical contexts.

Drama : Overall Expectations
• Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process to process drama and the 

development of drama works, using the elements and conventions of drama to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and multiple perspectives;

• Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of drama 
works and experiences;

• Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety 
of drama and theatre forms, traditions, and styles from the past and present, and their 
sociocultural and historical contexts.

Curriculum Connections: Science and Technology
Life Science – Interactions Within Ecosystems: Overall Expectations
• Assess the impacts of human activities and technologies on the environment, and 

evaluate ways of controlling these impacts;
• Investigate interactions within the environment, and identify factors that affect 

the balance between different components of an ecosystem;
• Demonstrate an understanding of interactions between and among biotic and abiotic 

elements in the environment.
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Cats, Dogs and Us
Ontario Curriculum Connections 
Older Reader - Grade 6 - 8

GRADE 8

Curriculum Connections: Mathematics
Data Management and Probability: Overall Expectations
• Collect and organize categorical, discrete, or continuous primary data and secondary 

data and display the data using charts and graphs, including frequency tables with 
intervals, histograms, and scatter plots;

• Apply a variety of data management tools and strategies to make convincing 
arguments about data;

• Use probability models to make predictions about real-life events.

� � �

Curriculum Connections: Language           
Oral Communication: Overall Expectations
• Listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations for 

a variety of purposes;
• Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with different audiences 

for a variety of purposes;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as listeners and speakers, areas for improvement, 

and the strategies they found most helpful in oral communication situations.
� � � � �

Reading: Overall Expectations
• Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary, graphic, and 

informational texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning;
• Recognize a variety of text forms, text features, and stylistic elements and demonstrate 

understanding of how they help communicate meaning;
• Use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as readers, areas for improvement, and the 

strategies they found most helpful before, during, and after reading.
� � �

Writing: Overall Expectations
• Generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose 

and audience;
• Draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and graphic 

forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience;
• Use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language 

conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present their work effectively;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as writers, areas for improvement, and the 

strategies they found most helpful at different stages in the writing process.
� � �

Media Literacy: Overall Expectations
• Demonstrate an understanding of a variety of media texts;
• identify some media forms and explain how the conventions and techniques associated 

with them are used to create meaning;
• Create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences, using appropriate 

forms, conventions, and techniques;
• Reflect on and identify their strengths as media interpreters and creators, areas for 

improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in understanding and 
creating media texts.

� �
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Cats, Dogs and Us
Ontario Curriculum Connections 
Older Reader - Grade 8 (continued)

Curriculum Connections: The Arts
Visual Arts: Overall Expectations
• Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process to produce art works in a variety 

of traditional two- and three-dimensional forms, as well as multimedia art works, that 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings, using elements, principles, and 
techniques of visual arts as well as current media technologies;

• Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of art works 
and art experiences;

• Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety 
of art forms, styles, and techniques from the past and present, and their sociocultural 
and historical contexts.

Drama : Overall Expectations
• Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process to process drama and the 

development of drama works, using the elements and conventions of drama to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and multiple perspectives;

• Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to 
communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of drama 
works and experiences;

• Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety 
of drama and theatre forms, traditions, and styles from the past and present, and their 
sociocultural and historical contexts.

Lesson

1     2     3     4     5     6

4 4    4 4    4 4

4    4    4 4   4 4


