
Lesson plan
 1. Have your learners read the Learner Handout.

2. After reading: Begin by asking learners if they know 
the definition of habitat. Record their observations on the 
board and then read the following definition:

An animal’s habitat is the combination of resources 
(e.g. food, water) and environmental conditions (e.g. 
temperature) in an area that makes it possible for that 
species to survive and reproduce.

3. Next: Ask learners if they know the definition of 
adaptation. Then share this definition: 

Adaptation is an evolutionary process whereby a species’ 
characteristics (shape, form, function and behaviour) 
change over time in response to changes in the envir-
onment, contributing to an animal’s ability to survive 
and reproduce. 

4. Have each group discuss what they know about how 
elephants are adapted to the different climate and food 
sources in their habitats and together fill out a chart like the 
one below. You may want to have them do more research 
on the climate and other characteristics, such as vegetation, 
of the habitats of African Savannah Elephants and Asian 
Elephants.

Animal  Typical facts about 
their habitats

Facts about their 
adaptation

African Savannah 
Elephant

Asian Elephant

5. Give each group a pair of pictures of other animals in 
the same family of species but living in different habitats 
(e.g. Desert Fox and Arctic Fox; Polar Bear and Asian Black 
Bear; Mountain Hare and Hare). You may want to include 
animals common to your country or region. 

6. Have each group discuss the different habitats where these 
animals live. You may want to let each group use sources such 
as books or the Internet to research the habitat of their animal. 

7. Have each group add a new section about this animal to 
the elephants’ habitat and adaptation. Have them include 
key facts they have learned about the animal’s habitat and 
their ideas for the adaptations this animal has evolved in 
response to their habitat.

8. Call groups together and have them share ideas. You 
may want to create a large classroom chart like the one 
below that includes facts on all the animals the groups have 
researched and discussed. 

9. Are there any similarities between the animals living in 
related habitats (e.g. bigger ears in warmer regions, white 
coat in the arctic for camouflage)? 

10. Discuss the results in comparison with the adaptations 
of African and Asian elephants.

Animal  Typical facts about 
their habitats

Facts about their 
adaptation

African Savannah 
Elephant

Asian Elephant

Polar Bear

Asian Black Bear

Mountain Hare

Hare

11. Many species of elephants are extinct. One reason for 
the extinction of the mammoth was changes in climate. 

Discuss with the class and add to the classroom chart some 
key facts about the environment that mammoths lived in 
during the ice age and how mammoths were adapted to 
that cold environment (like little ears and thick coat). 

What may have happened to mammoths when the climate 
changed? (The temperature warmed; the ice sheet melted, 
they had problems surviving in a warmer climate; food 
supply changed.) 

12. Ask learners to imagine what could happen to elephants 
if climate changes. Discuss probable consequences for the 
various habitats where elephants live and what that could 
mean for elephants. 




