




ElephantsElephants

 

Elephants in Africa Elephants in Asia
About 3,1 m tall at shoulder 2,4-3,1 m tall at shoulder

Males weigh up to 6 000 kg Males weigh up to 5 000 kg

Huge ears cover shoulders Large ears don’t reach shoulders

Flat back with a dip in the middle Rounded back

Trunk has two finger-like tips for 
grasping

Trunk has one finger-like tip for 
scooping

Long tusks on both males and 
females

Shorter tusks, only found on some 
males; females may have very short, 
blunt tusks called tushes

Skin is more wrinkled and  
brownish-grey

Skin is less wrinkled; grey to brown, 
with pink patches

Relatively flat crown of head with no 
dent in middle

Domed crown of head with dent in 
middle

Lives up to 70 years in the wild Lives up to 60 years in the wild







Viewing/Reading: Younger Students
Before/During Viewing the Video
1. Ask pairs of learners to discuss things they know about 

elephants. Then ask each pair to share what they know 
with the group as you record their information on flipchart 
paper in the K column of a KWL chart.

K
Know

W
Wonder

L
Learned

2. Next, ask pairs what they wonder about elephants. Tell 
each pair to come up with at least one question and write 
it on a sticky note. Have the pairs share their question(s) 
with the class as they stick each one on the chart in the W 
column.

3. Show the video.

After Viewing the Video
4. Independently or as a group, have your learners take 

the Video Quiz. When they are finished, discuss what 
learners learned about elephants. Use questions such as the 
following to stimulate discussion.
•	How does an elephant use its trunk?
•	How do elephants talk to each other?
•	In what ways are elephants like people?
•	What are ways that elephants help other animals?
•	How do people both help and create dangers for elephants?

5. Ask learners which questions on the KWL chart have been 
answered. Remove these sticky notes and have learners 
help you write what they learned in the ‘L’ column.

Before/During Reading the Text
6. Preview the text, images and glossary with learners. 

Discuss the meanings of some or all of the words. 
7. Read the text aloud or ask learners to read independently. 

Provide Worksheet 1 as an optional resource or homework.

After Reading the Text
8. Use the question prompts above to discuss the written text.
9. With learners, review the questions on the KWL chart to 

decide whether they have been answered. If any questions 
remain unanswered, help learners think of Internet and 
print sources they could use to find answers.
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7. After each presentation, discuss how the threats to the 
particular animal are similar to or different from those 
facing elephants and how they relate to the other animals 
presented by the different groups of learners. For example, 
the elephant and the rhinoceros are under threat because 
of the poaching of the elephant’s tusks and the rhino’s 
horns. The leopard, tiger and buck are poached for their 
skins and the buck, like the rhino, is also poached for its 
horns. The tiger’s body parts are also used in medicines. 
As a result of habitat destruction, animals like the leopard, 
tiger and elephant come into conflict with humans.

8. Prompt learners to think about the similarities between 
habitat-loss conflicts in Africa and Asia and issues caused 
by loss of habitat in other areas - such as habitat loss bring-
ing animals into contact with people in the UK. Also 
encourage learners to think about how climate changes can 
create both threats and advantages to certain animals (such 
as increasing temperatures affecting krill food sources for 
whales or plant foods for grazing animals).

9. After learners present and discuss the problems various 
animals face, have each group create a chart that compares 
the problems their chosen animal has with those of the 
elephant. 

 A partial example follows.

Threats Elephants Tigers Whales

Poaching
Ivory from their 
tusks

Hides, body parts 
for medicine 

Habitat loss

Human activities 
can crowd out 
elephants and 
lead to lack of 
food, access to 
traditional water 
holes. 
Fragmentation 
can lead to 
isolation of 
groups, less 
genetic variation, 
and more health 
problems.

Drift nets can 
“block” whale 
migration 
through 
entanglement.

Conflict 
with 

humans

Climate 
change

Comparing Animal Threats (all ages/abilities)
1. Place learners in groups or pairs and ask them to list the 

threats to elephants, along with a short description of how 
each threat affects elephants and what is being done to 
protect elephants. Learners can use the text to find and 
list the different problems elephants face. Remind them 
to also think back to the video. Then have learners recall 
the main threats to elephants as a group.

2. Write the following research questions on the board:  
What are the most significant threats to _______ (name 
of animal)? How does the threat affect the animal? What is 
being done to protect the animal?

3. Choose a set of threatened animals that learners will explore 
in more detail. Like the elephant, the following animals 
face danger from poaching, as well as, other threats: tigers, 
whales, rhinoceroses, leopards, buck, leatherback turtles, 
birds of paradise and scarlet macaws. Write the animal 
names on the board and decide how many learners will 
research each. Then put the animal names in a hat and 
have learners choose them until the slots for each animal 
are filled.

4. Ask the groups to consider where they will find 
information about their animal. IFAW has developed 
materials on tigers, whales, seals, and other animals that 
learners can access on the IFAW website at www.ifaw.org/
discoveranimals_sa.

5. Allow time for groups to research their animals, take notes 
and prepare an oral presentation. Ask learners to present 
their information to the class on a chart or overhead 
transparency in the following format.

Animal: __________  Where animal is found: __________

Threats How these affect 
the animal

What is being 
done

6. Optional: As a variation on the activity, have learners 
create the chart for display (and comparison), but allow 
learners to make presentations in some non-standard 
form, such as a dramatic presentation of the threats to 
their animals.



Role Description

Government minister The minister wants to sell stockpiled ivory in her country to bring in extra money.
Local wildlife trader The trader wants to buy ivory from poachers and sell it to dealers in the city to make 

money to support his family.
Chinese ivory worker  The worker wants to continue her family’s centuries-old craft tradition and make money 

from selling ivory ornaments worldwide.
The poacher The poacher sells the tusks from the elephants he kills to buy food for his family and to 

send his children to school. 
Wealthy ivory collector 

in London
She attends auctions of hand-carved ivory ornaments all over the world - she considers 

ivory carving an important art form and believes the ornaments are an investment.
Secretary General (the 

Leader of CITES)
He is being lobbied by some African countries who want to sell their stockpiles of ivory. 

He is expected to be impartial.

 IFAW’s Animal Action education programme provides many different teaching guides, lessons and other 
materials to help your primary and secondary learners achieve science, civics, geography and language objec-

tives while building knowledge and understanding about animals and our shared environment. 

Go to: www. ifaw.org/education to download FREE education resources on a variety of themes, including: 

Born to Be Wild Under One Sky Beneath the Waves To the Rescue Making Waves 
Saving the Majestic Tiger Why Animals Matter Protecting the Marine Environment Emergency Relief for Animals for Seals
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