
“You know 
... they say an 
elephant never 

forgets. What they don’t 
tell you is, you never forget 
an elephant.” Bill Murray, 

American actor and 

comedian

For more information, visit IFAW.org/education
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International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) is an 

international organisation founded over 40 years ago 

in Canada. With offices spread across the globe, it 

works to improve the welfare of wild and domestic 

animals by reducing mistreatment and killing of wild 

animals, illegal sale of live animals and their skins, 

tusks, horns and meat. 

IFAW also protects wildlife habitats by supporting 

national parks and community areas, and assists 

animals that are in distress following injury, disease 

or disasters such as floods and earthquakes. 

In 2000, IFAW set up a regional office for East Africa 

in Nairobi.  Since then, the organisation has helped 

conserve important wildlife habitats such as Tsavo 

and Meru National Parks, protected elephants by 

equipping the game rangers who fight poachers, 

and campaigned vigorously against ivory and wildlife 

trade.

About IFAW
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Each year, IFAW launches a new thematic education 

programme focusing on animals and the environment. 

Geared towards educating and involving young 

people in environmental conservation activities 

worldwide, Animal Action Education (AAE) 

programme revolves around one important theme 

annually. Students participate through art and design 

competitions and sign petitions to challenge leaders 

to take action. 

This year’s theme is “Elephants: Never Forget”. 

This newsletter explains about elephants and their 

unique role in our shared world, including topics 

related to biodiversity, habitats, ecosystems, and 

the issues and challenges elephants face. It also has 

several learning activities that will help you explore 

what you can do as an individual to help protect this 

About Animal Action Education

intelligent and social creature. IFAW’s Animal Action 

education programme provides different resource 

materials such as this newsletter to help your primary 

students achieve science, geography, language, art 

and crafts objectives while building knowledge 

and understanding about animals and our shared 

environment. 

  Online Resources

•  Our AAE programmes offer a wealth of resources 

about animals and the environment.

 Visit: www.ifaw.org/education_af

 

•  For animal activities, fact sheets, photos and more, 

visit: www.ifaw.org/discoveranimals_af  
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Elephants are big - really big! They are 

the largest land animals in the world. 

They are also very clever and sensitive. 

Elephants have good memories - they can 

remember their relatives for a long time. 

They care for their families and appear to 

show sadness or grieve when loved ones 

die. These animals are strong but can 

be very gentle. They are also in danger. 

Today, many herds of wild elephants are 

fighting to survive. 

Thousands of years ago, large elephant-

like mammals called American mastodons 

and woolly mammoths roamed the earth. 

These ancient relatives of the elephants 

we know are now extinct.

Today, there are two main groups of 

elephants - African and Asian. They are 

easy to tell apart if you know what to 

look for. Scientists have also discovered 

that African elephants may include two 

different species - forest elephants and 

savannah elephants. Savannah elephants 

are larger than forest elephants. Their 

ears are bigger and their tusks are more 

curved.

All elephants are herbivores. They eat 

grasses, barks, twigs, leaves, and fruits. 

They can spend 18 hours each day eating. 

An adult elephant might eat more than 

180 kg (400 pounds) of food in just one 

day. They also need about 115–190 litres 

(30–50 gallons) of water each day. They 

travel long distances in search of water 

and food. 

Elephants Never Forget
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Elephants in Africa Elephants in Asia

About 3.1 m (10 feet) tall at shoulder 2.4–3.1 m (8–10 feet) tall at shoulder

Males weigh up to 6,000 kg (13,200 pounds) Males weigh up to 5,000 kg (11,000 pounds)

Huge ears cover shoulders Large ears don’t reach shoulders

Flat back with a dip in the middle Rounded back

Long tusks on both males and females Shorter tusks, only found on some males

Skin is more wrinkled and brownish-grey Skin is less wrinkled; grey to brown, with pink patches

Flat crown of head with no dent in middle Crown of head has a dome shape with dent in middle

About 3.1 m (10 feet) tall at shoulder 2.4–3.1 m (8–10 feet) tall at shoulder

Males weigh up to 6,000 kg (13,200 pounds) Males weigh up to 5,000 kg (11,000 pounds) 

Believe it or not, these animals 

are relatives of elephants
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Fun
with Facts!

•  An elephant may weigh 
120 kg (265 pounds) when it is 
born. That’s more than most adult 
humans!

•  An elephant trunk has tens of thousands 
of muscles. A whole human body has fewer 

than 650!

•  Elephants can collect water in a special pouch in their throat. They 
can spray it on themselves later to cool their bodies.

•  Baby elephants suck their trunks for comfort, just as children suck 
their thumbs. They also take some time to master the use of their 

trunks.

•  When an elephant looks into a mirror, it knows that it is 
looking at itself. Most animals can’t do that.

•  Elephants know how to use sticks as tools. They 
use sticks to scratch their backs, swat flies 

and defend themselves. 
Ears: The Asian elephant in this 
picture has big ears. The African 
elephants have even bigger ears! 
Elephants fan their ears to cool 
down. They also use them to listen 
to faraway sounds, shoo insects, 
show feelings, and make themselves 
look bigger when facing enemies.

Skin: Elephants can get sunburnt 
and suffer insect bites. To protect 
their skin, they roll in mud or blow 
dust on themselves. Also, water 
trapped in skin wrinkles cools 
down elephants.

Tusks: Tusks are 
overgrown teeth. 
Elephants use tusks to 
carry things, pull bark 
off trees, clear paths, 
dig for roots and 
water, fight enemies, 
and impress other 
elephants.

Trunk: A trunk is a nose and 
an upper lip. This useful body 
part helps elephants smell, eat, 
scratch, greet friends, threaten 
enemies, and move or throw 
things. Elephants might use 
trunks as showerheads or as 
snorkels when they swim!

Hair: Elephants, like 
other mammals, have 
very little hair.

Mouth: Elephants’ molars 
or back teeth are the size 
of small bricks.

Feet: Feet have thick 
padding. The padding 
softens elephants’ 
heavy tread.

Tail: Elephants 
use their tails to 
shoo insects. A 
young elephant 
will sometimes 
follow its mother 
by grasping her 
tail with its trunk.
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Elephants’ bodies have many unusual and useful 

parts. Their trunks and tusks are great tools for 

eating, communicating, and other tasks. Their large 

ears and feet are useful too. In fact, most things about 

their bodies help them to survive.

Besides being physically unique, elephants have 

good brains! One thing their brains help them do is 

work well together in groups. Elephants live in family 

groups of female elephants of all ages and young 

male elephants. Females stay with the same group 

for their whole lives. Males usually leave the group 

when they are between 12 and 17 years old. They live 

alone or together in small herds. 

An older female elephant called a matriarch leads 

each group. She keeps the elephants safely together 

and helps them find food and water. She makes 

important decisions, such as when to charge and 

when to flee from 

danger. She also 

teaches other females 

about caring for their 

young.

Elephants show their amazing memories by 

remembering relatives after years of being apart. 

When they meet, they sometimes turn in circles, flap 

their ears, and trumpet loudly. 

Elephants have emotions, and the females form 

strong relationships. They may celebrate births with 

trumpeting. They may take turns shading an injured 

calf. They enjoy the role of babysitting calves. 

Elephants wrap trunks to show affection. They play 

games, such as throwing around objects. When an 

elephant dies, its relatives may bury it with leaves 

and twigs. Even years after a death, elephants may 

visit the bones and mourn.

“Smelling isn’t 
everything” said the 

Elephant. “Why,” said 
the Bulldog, “if a fellow can’t 

trust his nose, what is he to trust?” 
“Well, his brains perhaps,” she 

replied mildly.”
C. S. Lewis, Irish novelist, 

academic, essayist

Big is Just the Beginning
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Scientists consider elephants to be keystone species. 

This means they have an important role in maintaining 

the biodiversity - the wide variety of plant and animal 

species - of their ecosystems. 

One way elephants help their ecosystems is by eating. 

When forest elephants (both Asian and African) eat, 

they create gaps in the vegetation. These gaps allow 

new plants to grow and create pathways for other 

smaller animals to use. In West Africa, forest elephants 

are the only animals big enough to eat the branches 

of some large trees. They spread the seeds from these 

trees through their dung. The dung fertilises the 

seeds as they grow into new plants. Many of these 

trees would disappear without the help of elephants. 

Elephants communicate by grunting, whistling, snorting, bellowing, rumbling, trumpeting, and more. 

Some sounds elephants make are too low for humans to hear. But other elephants may hear these sounds 

from more than 8 km (5 miles) away. These sounds help elephant groups communicate for weeks without 

ever getting close together. Elephants also communicate by stomping. These sounds may travel 32 km (20 

miles) or more through the ground. 

Key Roles of Elephants

Long-Distance Communication

The eating habits of elephants help support the biodiversity 
of their forest habitat. To help elephants move from one 
patch of protected habitat to another, IFAW recently 
conserved an ancient migration route in India used by more 
than 1,000 elephants.

Elephants that live in the savannah plains eat the 

sprouts of trees and shrubs. This keeps the plants 

from growing out of control and blocking sunlight. 

If sunlight did not reach the savannah’s grasses, 

they would die. Antelopes and other animals that 

graze on the grasses would then die from starvation. 

The carnivores that depend on those grazers for 

food would disappear too. During the dry season, 

savannah elephants use their tusks to dig waterholes 

that other animals can use. These water holes may 

be the only sources of water in the area until it rains.
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Lesson 
1

1   As a class or group, list animals and insects that live on the African savannah with elephants. 

Some are: antelopes, ants, cheetahs, dung beetles, gazelles, hyenas, meerkats, raptors, 

rhinoceroses, and vultures.

2   Suggest ways to organise the animals on the list into categories - for example, by ecological role 

or niche (producers, herbivores, carnivores, grass eaters, scavengers) or by taxonomic group (birds, 

insects, mammals).

3   Optional: Have each student research one animal and its relationship to elephants. Assign several 

pupils to each chosen animal. After they research individually, have students with the same animal 

discuss findings in small groups before reporting to the class. As a class, discuss why it is important for 

the biodiversity that elephants survive on the grasslands.

African elephants used to roam through much of 

Africa. However, their range is now smaller because 

people are clearing more land for farming and  

living space. 

Today, elephants live in parts of 37 African countries. 

They live in protected parks and places with little 

human settlement. The range of Asian elephants 

has also shrunk. They now live in parts of 14 Asian 

countries, in forest, scrub, and grassland areas.

 

As elephants are being crowded out of their habitats, 

they are being left with small patches of disconnected 

land. This habitat fragmentation creates more 

conflicts between people and elephants. Roads 

and railways have cut off many of the old elephant 

migration routes. Or, the routes take herds through 

new farms and settlements. Herds have trouble 

getting to food and water. They also may not meet 

other elephant groups, so the elephants have fewer 

choices of mates. This is not healthy for the elephant 

population. 

Because of these problems, governments together 

with conservation groups are working to protect 

elephants’ habitats and migration routes. They are 

also protecting strips of land - or elephant corridors 

- that connect one patch of habitat to another. 

Elephants can move safely between areas of their 

habitat along these corridors.

  

  

  

ASIA

AFRICA

Estimated historical 
elephant range

Probable current range 
of Asian elephants

Probable current range 
of African elephants

Source: IUCN (current ranges)

Animal Classification and Relationships

Room to Roam
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Climate change happens 

when gases in the air keep 

heat near the earth. This 

causes the earth to warm 

over time. Climate change 

can cause many problems, 

such as floods or droughts 

(long periods without rain). 

During a drought, there 

may not be enough water 

for animals and people.

Protecting elephant habitats 

- especially forests - can limit 

the effects of climate change. 

Forests capture some of the 

gases that otherwise trap 

heat. Therefore, protecting 

elephant habitat may be 

helpful for all plants and 

animals - even people.

Climate Change
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Elephants are important to the history, lives, 

and culture of people in Asia and Africa. 

They are gods in some religions. They are 

celebrated at festivals. They are included in 

weddings. For hundreds of years, people 

have used elephants as work animals for 

transportation and for lifting heavy objects. 

They have even been trained and used in 

wars. Today, in some countries, tour guides 

use them to carry people and to frighten 

away predators.

In recent years, problems between elephants 

and people have grown. Elephants have had 

to compete with people for space, food, and 

water. They sometimes wander into villages 

and fields, looking for food. Farmers drive 

elephants away to protect their farms, often 

killing or injuring elephants. Sometimes 

people are killed by elephants during such 

clashes. Or when people accidentally cross 

paths elephants as they go about their daily 

chores.

Sometimes, people have turned to culling, 

or killing some elephants to control 

the elephant population. They may kill 

individual elephants or entire families. It is 

very disturbing to elephants that witness the 

killings. They may become very sad, avoid 

other elephants, or act more aggressively.

In some African countries, governments and 

other groups can connect protected areas 

to make big parks or ‘mega-parks’ where 

people and elephants don’t meet. In ways 

such as this, people are working to stop 

conflicts between people and elephants 

before they happen.

An IFAW rescue and rehabilitation centre in Assam, India helps 

Asian elephant calves who are injured or orphaned before they 

are old enough to survive on their own. When a calf is found 

in trouble, rescuers first try to bring it back to its herd. If that 

is not possible, the calves are raised with care at the centre 

until they are one to two years old. Then they are released into 

a protected wildlife reserve. As of January 2011, 13 orphaned 

elephant calves had been released back to the wild. 

In 2008, IFAW safely moved an entire herd of 83 elephants 

to prevent conflicts with people in Malawi. The herd now 

roams freely in a protected wildlife reserve in another part 

of the country. Seven years before that, IFAW moved over 60 

elephants from Laikipia area to Meru National Park in Kenya 

to reduce conflict with communities. These projects show that 

conflicts between humans and elephants don’t have to end in 

violence.

Elephants and Us

To the Rescue

Jumbo Move
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China’s last rain forest, Xishuangbanna (shee-shuang-bahn-
nah), has fewer than 300 elephants-the remaining ones 
in China. Elephants in China face many challenges due to 
human activities. In 2003, IFAW began to help people find 
new ways to make money, so they wouldn’t need to farm 
in elephants’ habitat. IFAW also helped teach people about 
elephant conservation.

In India and other Asian countries, 
elephant keepers, called mahouts, train 
elephants to carry people and other 
loads. The elephants shown here help 
patrol for poachers.

Life is as dear to a 
mute creature as it 

is to man. Just as one 
wants happiness and fears 

pain, just as one wants to live and 
not die, so do other creatures. 

His Holiness The Dalai Lama
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Millions of wild elephants once roamed the 

continents of Africa and Asia. But scientists believe 

that there are only half as many elephants now as 

there were about 100 years ago. 

One of the biggest reasons for this is the killing of 

elephants for their ivory tusks. Ivory has been used 

by people for thousands of years. It is used to make 

piano keys, fancy chopsticks, and other luxury 

trinkets. But the only way to get ivory is from a dead 

elephant. 

The international buying and selling of ivory 

was banned following a 1989 agreement among 

governments. But elephants are still 

poached because many people still 

want to buy ivory, and there is not 

enough protected habitat. Also, in 

many countries with elephants, it is 

difficult to enforce the laws because 

of lack of funds.

Conservation organisations are 

helping in the protection of 

elephants from poachers. They also 

assist in enforcing the ban on trade in ivory and work 

to teach people not to buy ivory products of any kind.

In addition, scientists have a new way to help end 

elephant poaching. They are now able to examine 

ivory and figure out which living elephants are 

relatives of the elephants that were killed for the 

ivory. This research tells scientists where the ivory 

came from and where elephants were killed. 

This helps law enforcement officials and other people 

working to protect elephants to identify the places 

where a lot of poaching is taking place. 

The Trouble with Tusks
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In 1989, a treaty called the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species 

(CITES) gave all wild elephants the highest 

level of protection. The international buying 

and selling of ivory and other body parts from 

African and Asian elephants was banned. 

But a change in the agreement allowed ivory 

stockpiles to be sold a few times since then. 

The sellers said the ivory came from elephants 

that had died naturally, but many people 

think that the elephants had been 

killed. 

Conservationists say that if 

it is legal to sell any ivory, 

there’s always the chance for 

poachers to smuggle illegal 

ivory and sell it. And it’s 

impossible for people to tell 

the difference between legal 

and illegal ivory. 

Many people around the world 

believe that the ivory trade must 

be completely stopped for African 

and Asian elephants to survive.

Internet Trading
The Internet has become an easy place for people 

to illegally trade wildlife and wildlife products. IFAW 

discovered that close to three-quarters of wildlife 

products offered online in 11 countries were real 

elephant ivory. As a result, the Internet auction site 

eBay banned the sale of ivory at the start of 2010. 

People can help save elephants by choosing not to 

buy ivory on - line or anywhere else.

Lesson 
2

What are the threats that elephants face?

If you were the president of your country, what 

would you do to protect elephants from threats?

Imagine an elephant is taken from a national 

park to a zoo in a faraway country. How do you 

think this elephant would be affected? 

“The question 
is, are we happy 

to suppose that our 
grandchildren may never be 

able to see an elephant except in a 
picture book?” 

Sir David Attenborough, British 

broadcaster and naturalist

Ivory and the Law
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Daily News

Lesson 
3

Read the article below. It is based 

on realistic issues and events, 

though the people and locations 

it quotes are fictitious

A 37-year-old man, said to be one of the most wanted 

poachers, was arrested yesterday after he was found 

in Kaliech National Park. 

Madoze Wachirwa was arrested by wildlife rangers 

following a report from the neighbouring community 

in the area of having heard gunshots in the night. A 

family of six elephants were found killed in the Park 

and their tusks hacked off.

A sting operation was mounted by the Park’s 

management and which led to the arrest of Wachirwa. 

He was caught with two tusks, an AK47, 20 bullets in 

the operation that lasted three days. Another gun and 

6 bullets were unearthed after a search of the area 

following the operation. Wachirwa’s four accomplices 

escaped, some suspected to have injuries. 

According to the Park’s management, Wachirwa will 

be arraigned in court tomorrow to answer charges 

of poaching and dealing with ivory. The maximum 

prison sentence for such an offence is six months  

and a fine of between Pesa 3,000 and Sh6000  

(US$40- $80).

“This five-man gang is one of the most wanted 

poachers on our list. Our rangers are still pursuing 

those who escaped and will not stop until we arrest 

them all,” said Moses Matepi who is in-charge of  

the Park.    

Elephant poaching has been on the rise in the country 

since 2008 following a ruling by the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), 

which may have encouraged increasing demand for 

ivory in Asia. 

“Because there is no way to tell the difference 

between the ‘legal’ stockpiled ivory and that from 

elephants killed illegally, poachers know they have 

a good chance of making money from unscrupulous 

buyers,” said Matepi. 

An elephant scientist working with an international 

wildlife conservation group said the country’s 

elephant population was under severe threat from 

the growing demand for ivory. 

“The threat to elephants is grave, not only for the 

country and its people but the whole region as 

well. The demand and rising prices for ivory in  

Asia and other markets should be of great concern 

to governments and law enforcement agencies,”  

she added.  

In 2010, 334 elephants were poached for their tusks 

in the whole country while the previous year saw a 

sharp rise from 135 in 2008 to 266 in 2009.

Most-Wanted Elephant
Poacher Nabbed
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Lesson 
4 1    Divide yourselves into five groups, 

each for poachers, park managers, 

local ivory trader, wildlife conservationists 

and wealthy ivory buyers. In your 

groups, discuss arguments in favour 

of your respective groups – for 

example, why do the poachers 

kill elephants or why does the 

park manager protect elephants 

from poachers or  why do the 

wealthy ivory buyers like ivory, 

and so on. Elect a leader to 

present your views at a mock 

conference. Have one of you to 

act as speaker or chairperson of 

the conference.   

2   You can use this activity to debate 

issues that affect other wild animals 

which face similar situations. 

biodiversity: biological diversity; a measurement of 

variation in species, genes, and living communities 

in an area

carnivores: meat-eating animals

conservation: the protection or careful use of 

something, such as a species or a natural resource

ecosystems: interacting communities of plants, 

animals, and the nonliving components of the 

environments in which these plants and animals live

elephant corridors: pathways that elephants travel 

between habitat areas

endangered species: species that are in great 

danger of dying out completely

extinct: no longer living (as in a species that no 

longer lives on Earth)

habitat fragmentation: the process of breaking 

up a habitat into smaller and more disconnected 

patches or land plots

herbivores: animals that eat only plants

keystone species: species that strongly affect 

the structure and function of an ecosystem, as a 

keystone in an arch affects its strength

matriarch: the female leader of a family group

migration: the movement of animals from one 

place to another

poached: hunted and killed illegally

range: the entire area where a type of wild animal 

lives

rehabilitation: restoration to a state of health or 

normal activity after a period of difficulty

savannah: flat grassland without many trees

smuggle: illegal movement of goods into or out of 

a country

species: a group of living things that are similar 

and can have babies or young ones

stockpiles: large, stored-up supplies

Glossary
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If the ivory trade is allowed to grow and elephants’ 

habitats continue to shrink, then elephants will 

continue to be in serious danger. Conservation groups 

are working hard to save elephants. Governments, 

organisations, businesses, and communities must all 

work together to protect elephants and their habitats. 

Elephants are extremely important for conservation. 

Protecting elephants means that more plants and 

animals and more ecosystems will also be conserved. 

The extinction of elephants would be terrible for 

many other species. And it would be a tragic loss 

of one of the highly intelligent and most social of  

all animals.

“Elephants are symbols of might and memory, 

harmony and patience, power and compassion. We are 

equivocal about them, as we are about anything which 

evokes strong feelings in us. We love and fear them, kill 

and revere them, see them as beasts of the moon with 

crescent tusks or as buffoons in baggy pants.” 

“In captivity, their enormousness is muted, cloaked in 

indignity and shame, a source of acute dismay. But in 

the wild, they invoke awe, exercising uncanny skills, 

taking obvious delight in one another as they shuffle 

through our lives, keeping grave appointments at the 

other end of the world.”

There is much about them that remains mysterious.”

Lyall Watson, South African botanist, zoologist, anthropologist  

Saving Elephants
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Q:  What game do four elephants in 
a Toyota play? 

A: Squash 

Q:  How do you get an elephant into  
the cupboard? 

1. Open door.

2. Insert elephant.

3. Close door.

Q:  How do you get a giraffe into  
the cupboard? 

1. Open door.

2. Remove elephant.

3. Insert giraffe.

4. Close door.

Q:  How do you know there are two 
elephants in your cupboard? 

A: The door won’t close.

Q:  What do you call two elephants 
on a bicycle? 

A: Optimistic! 

Q:  What do you get if you take an 
elephant into the city? 

A: Free Parking.

Elephant jokes

Elephants
don’t eat meat
- only leaves,

twigs and grass.  

“I meant what I said
and I said what I meant.

An elephant’s faithful
one hundred per cent.”

- Dr. Seuss    
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WRINKLES
TRUNK

MEMORY
WATER 
HOLE

SAVANNAH
TUSKS
CALF

AFRICA
IVORY
HERDS
FOREST

TRUMPET
BIG EARS

ASIA 

Can you find the 14 words and 
phrases in the list below? 

Word Search
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IFAW East Africa
ACS Plaza, Lenana Road
P.O. Box 25499, 00603
Nairobi - Kenya
Telephone: +254 20 3874874
+254 20 722 205556

IFAW International Headquaters
290 Summer Street
Yarmouth Port, MA 02675
United States of America
Phone: 1-800-932-4329

©
 IF

A
W

/C
. C

u
lle

n


