
1. Be aware and take care
Animals and their homes are 
everywhere! Whether playing in your 
yard, riding your bike to a friend’s house, 
traveling with your family, or on a nature 
walk, you will come in contact with 
animals, large and small, and the homes 
they depend upon for survival.
 It might be an insect marching across 
a walkway, a small reptile or mammal 
foraging for food in the grass, or a lost 
dog or cat searching for its family. 
We can all do our part to make sure 
our encounters with animals and 
their homes – large and small - are 
responsible, positive and do not end in 
tragedy.

• Keep your eyes and ears open. 
•  Slow down, go around, step over, 

don’t disturb and tread lightly.
• Stay on designated paths. 
•  If you see an animal in need, ask 

an adult to call the people who 
can help, like an agency with pet 
or wildlife rescuers on call. 

Protection Pledge
We all know how important our home is to us –  
and it’s just the same for animals. But the impact of 
human activities is altering ecosystems and animal 
habitats around the world, with negative impacts on 
the environment that we all call home. 

Animal homes come in many sizes – from an anthill to 
a desert, from a pond to an ocean, from a blade of grass 
to a forest. You can protect these homes for animals in 
many different ways right where you live, and make a positive 
impact on our collective home, planet Earth!

 2. Change course
Refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle 
Refuse what you don’t need (instead 
of accepting gifts at your next birthday 
party, ask for donations to your favorite 
charity). Reduce the number of things 
you throw away (pack a litterless school 
lunch). Reuse items (start a toy or sports 
equipment swap program; switch to 
reusable shopping bags). Recycle (bottles, 
paper, plastic, tin).
Save energy
At home, school and work, switch off 
lights and electrical items. Walk, cycle 
and use public transportion where 
possible. Buy foods grown locally and 
goods produced in your region. Vacation 
closer to home. It all adds up to help 
combat global warming, pollution and 
depletion of natural resources.

3. Keep it clean
Dispose of your own garbage and 
hazardous waste properly. Compost table 
scraps. Pick up trash wherever you come 
across it. Organize a local beach, park or 
neighborhood clean-up with a group of 
friends or your class at school. 

As an individual, family, school or community, pledge to:

Pledging to use less paper – and use 
recycled paper – really does save trees  
for forest dwellers. Turning off your 
bedroom lights and riding your bike means 
less greenhouse gases warming our planet. 
Cleaning up garbage in your school yard 
or a local park protects pets and wildlife 
near and far from coming in contact with 
dangerous garbage. Slowing down for 
wildlife crossing the road in search of food 
or a new home does save lives.

Research indicates that global warming 
caused by human activities, including 
energy consumption, could impact 
animals worldwide, from the poles to the 
tropics. For example, the United Nations’ 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change suggests that arid habitats may 
become even drier, which means that water 
and food could become more scarce for 
Elephants in southern and eastern Africa.

Take action now - save animals worldwide
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Take action now - save animals worldwide!
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Habitat Protection Pledge
Biologists believe that we are now seeing animal species become extinct at  
1,000 times the natural rate. Many believe that planet earth  is now experiencing 
its sixth mass extinction.

Our planet is home to all animals and it is under threat from our actions.  
The loss and damage of habitat is one of these key threats.

To help protect animals and their habitats, the undersigned pledge to:
• Change course • Keep it clean • Be aware and take care
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IFAW - the International Fund for Animal Welfare - works from 16 country 
offices to protect animals and our shared environment, focusing on practical 
solutions that benefit both animals and people.


