
SCIENTIFIC NAME

African penguin

African penguin distribution (approx.)

Spheniscus demersus

African penguins head out to sea © IFAW l Jon Hrusa

Penguins probably evolved about
40 million years ago in the
Southern Hemisphere where they
are still found today. As the
penguins' ancestors began to
take advantage of the rich food
resources of the sea, they lost
the adaptations that allowed
them to fly but took on those that
enabled them to swim and dive.

# oiled penguins, Dassen Is 3 516
# oiled penguins, Robben Is 15 000
# chicks collected for

hand rearing 3 350
# penguins handled 38 506
# oiled birds that died 1 957
# volunteers 12 000
# shifts worked 43 000

Tonnes of fish eaten by
rehabilitating penguins 361

DID YOU
KNOW

African penguins have also been called jackass
penguins because of the donkey-like braying
sound territorial males make ...mind you, other
penguins also make a similar sound!

African penguins return to the same nest site
and, usually, to the same partner year after year.

African penguins are totally land bound for the
21 days it takes to molt their feathers each year.
This means that they must feed (a lot!) for the 5
weeks prior to the annual molt.

In Greek, Spheniscus means
wedge shaped!

Spheniscus demersus

Penguins can live about 10 years - the oldest
recorded African penguin was 27 years old.

The African penguin is a medium sized flightless bird that lives along the
coast of Namibia and South Africa, on predator free islands and mainland
areas. Dassen Island and Robben Island are home to the two main colonies.

Historically, people harvested eggs to sell - 450,000 eggs each year from
Dassen Island alone! They also collected the guano (droppings) from other
birds to sell as fertilizer. Since African penguins used this guano for nesting,
the removal caused destruction of most of their breeding habitat.

Today, oil pollution from tankers cleaning their bilges and from oil spills are
major threats. In 2000, the entire African penguin population was threatened
when the MV Treasure sank between Dassen Island and Robben Island.

A penguin lies with its chick
in a nest on Dassen Island

in South Africa
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Class
Order
Family
Genus
Species

Aves
Sphenisciformes
Spheniscidae
Spheniscus
demersus

MV TREASURE OIL SPILL FACT FILE

Oiled African penguin preening, MV
Treasure Oil Spill, South Africa
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COLLECTIBLE CARD



IFAW TO THE RESCUE

Today IFAW maintains a group of highly trained professionals ready to
help animals when disaster strikes. IFAW comes to the rescue by
saving animals in emergency situations as well as rehabilitating
animals in sanctuaries and returning them to the wild. IFAW is always
working on better ways to be prepared to respond when the time
comes. And of course, IFAW works to prevent the need for emergency
response in the first place!

IFAW’s rescues include rhinos & elephants, tigers & cheetahs, bears &
kangaroos, wallabies & ducks, gorillas & chimpanzees...

CAMPAIGN STORY

A dog paces on a rooftop as dirty flood waters threaten below. A

soot covered fireman cradles a kitten in his arms as a raging fire

recedes in the background. Gentle hands wash the black sludge

off a penguin trapped in an oil spill. A rhinoceros calf is pulled

from the flooded river. We can all picture animals left behind in

the wake of disaster.

Emergency Relief & Animals

Catastrophes are increasing worldwide. The
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction,
which keeps track of natural disasters around
the world, reports that only 71 disasters
were reported around the world between
1900 and 1909. Compare that with 2,711
reported disasters in the 1990s! But the 21st
century may prove to be the most lethal yet.
Between 2000 and 2005, 2,668 disasters
were reported — in other words, in five years
there were nearly as many disasters as there
were in the whole decade of the 90s!

Animals are victims of natural
disasters such as wildfires,
mudslides, hurricanes,
tsunamis, and earthquakes but
they are also victims of human
made disasters - things such as
fires (started from train sparks,
campfires, or cigarettes tossed
out a car window) and oil spills.

ANIMALS NEED OUR HELP
All the numbers add up to a simple
fact: animals are increasingly put in
danger by natural and human made
disasters. One begins to understand
the immense challenges facing IFAW’s
animal rescue team and realize why
we are developing expertise in wildlife
rescue, rehabilitation and release.
The animals need our help!

DID YOU KNOW

IFAW was a big part of saving companion animals trapped in their
homes and roaming the streets during Hurricane Katrina
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Dr. Ian Robinson, IFAW vet, bottle-feeds a rhino calf (rescued
from severe flooding) at the Centre for Wildlife Rehabilitation
and Conservation, India © IFAW l Idris Noor

A dog walks through foul water in the Canal district of New
Orleans in the wake of Hurrincae Katrina. IFAW and Code 3

Emergency Response team rescued animals from flooded
homes in this area   © IFAW l Stewart Cook

Animals trapped in horrid conditions (like wild tigers and lions kept
as exotic pets) have been moved to healthy sanctuaries

In 2000 IFAW helped save an entire species — 40,000 African
penguins caught in the MV Treasure oil spill in South Africa

IFAW helps individual animals such as orphaned elephants in Africa
which are rescued, rehabilitated, and returned to the wild



IFAW COMBATING OIL

In the last ten years, IFAW’s Emergency Relief program has become a
world leader in oiled wildlife response. As well as responding to
disasters, IFAW helps countries prepare for oil spills that might
happen, and works on laws to change shipping practices so that oil
spills and dumping do not occur in the first place. IFAW has responded
to 25 oil spills in 15 different countries since 1989 including:

CAMPAIGN FOCUS

Each year, millions of water birds die after being exposed to oil from jet

skis and motorboats, oil washed off streets and into storm drains after

rain, oil slicks from dumped bilge water, and oil spills from tanker

accidents. The IFAW ER Team has seen first hand the harmful impacts of

oil on many species, especially birds.

Seabirds & Oil

Each oiled bird is washed by hand in a series of
wash tubs filled with water and dish washing
detergent. When the soapy water is dirty, the
bird is moved to the next tub of soapy water
where the washing continues. When that water
is dirty, the bird is moved to another tub, and
so on until all the oil is off the bird. Wash time
varies depending on the amount of oil and the
size of the bird, but on average it takes two
people 45 minutes and 300 gallons of water to
do a thorough washing of one bird!

When a bird encounters oil on the surface of the
water, the oil sticks to its feathers, causing them to
mat and separate. Once this happens, the feathers
are no longer waterproof and cold water can reach
the bird's body. This leads to hypothermia. Birds die
faster, and far more often, from hypothermia than
they do from starvation. Without its waterproofed
feathers to keep the water away from its body, a bird
is just like you or me in the water. Imagine being in
the ocean with nothing to protect you from the cold
water... you would last about 21 minutes!

IT ONLY TAKES A DROP OF OIL TO KILL A BIRD
Birds are especially vulnerable to
oil because they instinctively try to
remove it from their feathers by
preening. Unfortunately, as they
preen, they swallow the highly
toxic oil and this can severely
damage their internal organs. The
focus on preening overrides all
other natural instincts including
feeding! This puts the birds at even
further risk...

DID YOU KNOW

an oil spill in Veracruz, Mexico in 2004 which spilled 7,000 barrels
into the Coatzacoalcos River. 183 animals were admitted including
151 brown pelicans.
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Many oil soaked birds lose their buoyancy and beach themselves in an attempt to escape
the cold water. The fortunate ones are picked up by concerned citizens or a search and
collection crew and taken to a rescue facility where the process of rehabilitation can begin.

A penguin is
rinsed by
volunteers
during the MV
Treasure Oil Spill
rehabilitation process
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Oiled African penguin preening,
Treasure Oil Spill, South Africa
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an oil spill off the coast of Norway in 2004 when the Rocknes
capsized after striking rocks. About 1,000 animals were oiled.

the rescue and rehabilitation of an entire species — 40,000 African
penguins caught in the Treasure oil spill off South Africa in 2000.

a "mystery" oil spill off the coast of California, US, in 2001 - more
than 1,500 seabirds (mostly common murres) were affected.


