
SCIENTIFIC NAME

domestic dog

domestic dog distribution (approx.)

Canis lupus familiaris

...time to play at the Beijing Human and Animal
Environmental Education Center in China © IFAW l Jan Hannah

A dog’s senses are superior to those

of humans! They hear sound and

detect motion before we do, and at

longer distances. Their night vision

is better too. Dogs rely on their

sense of smell the most. They use

smell to communicate with other

animals and people, investigate and

track down objects, and “read”

their surroundings.

Dogs live and thrive in packs

where they establish

hierarchy and relate to one

another based on this chain

of command. The dominant /

submissive social order helps

dogs to avoid conflict and

enforces social stability within

the pack. Think about a

human household and sibling

relationships - without some

kind of order to follow, there

would be total chaos!

DID YOU KNOW

Recent DNA analysis shows that dogs evolved
from wolves about 130,000 years ago. This has
led scientists to reclassify the domestic dog as
a subspecies of the wolf rather than as a
separate species.

Dogs are a member of the same family that
includes wolves, foxes and coyote. Dogs can
interbreed with their wild relatives!

In Latin,
Canis

means
dog!

Canis lupus familiaris

Class
Order
Family
Genus
Species
Subspecies

Mammalia
Carnivora
Canidae
Canis
lupus
familiaris

Gestation (pregnancy) lasts about 9 weeks. An
average litter produces 3-9 puppies.

CONSIDER THIS: One female dog and her
offspring can produce 67,000 puppies in just 6
years. Please spay or neuter your pet!

Dogs first appeared in the fossil record before other carnivores (flesh eating
animals), including bears and cats. The first group of dog evolved in North
America 49 million years ago and looked like a cross between a weasel and a
fox. A second group that resembled a hyena came next. The third group, the
canids, includes the domestic dog. Canids evolved in North America but
crossed a land bridge to Asia about 7 million years ago.

Dogs were the first animal to be domesticated by early humans, about
12,000 years ago. Wild dogs that were less likely to flee from people
scavenged in areas where they lived and flourished, becoming more and
more tame over generations.

Today, there are about 400 dog breeds. Most have come from our attempts
to maximize certain physical and behavioral traits. This process of selective
breeding makes dogs very good at specific jobs such as herding and hunting.
So don’t be surprised if your border collie tries to herd you or your beagle
follows its nose wherever it goes!

African wild dogs on the move at the Komdraii
Conservancy in South Africa © IFAW l Jon Hrusa
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Today, domestic dogs are found in

association with humans worldwide except

in the Antarctic where no pets are allowed

following the Protocol on Environmental

Protection (which states that no non-

indigenous species, other than humans, are

allowed on the continent). The last dog

teams were removed in 1992 from Mawson

Station where they had been used for

decades as a form of transport for

exploration purposes.
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Canis Major is the
Latin name of the
constellation of
the Great Dog

Puppies are weaned from their mothers
between 8 to 10 weeks. They can begin having
puppies of their own between 6-12 months old. 

COLLECTIBLE CARD



CAMPAIGN STORY

Helping Dogs & Their People

The role of dogs may have evolved since their
beginning, but dogs have always been important
in our lives. Among many things, dogs can: warn
their families of impending danger; pull a small
child out of a burning building; teach a prison
inmate compassion; help a wheel-chair bound
person with daily needs; track down criminals
and find people who have gone missing, and;
stop someone from wanting to commit suicide
by making that person happy. For many of us,
dogs are our first introduction to animals. They
cross the boundaries between gender, age, race,
religion, geography, and culture.

Many dogs throughout the world do not have

adequate homes. They live on the streets,

forced to scavenge for food and in danger from

car accidents, disease and violence. Owned

dogs that are not spayed or neutered and are

allowed to roam will produce unwanted puppies

that can be left to die, killed outright, or end

up in shelters. And then there are cases of

unintentional neglect, where people just don’t

have the means or information necessary to

properly care for their pets.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?
Dogs are also farmed and traded in

some countries for their meat and fur,

sometimes under inhumane

conditions. Mass farming of puppies

for sale is an international and

profitable business. Dogs live in

factory-like conditions with no social

life and suffer unbelievable cruelty and

neglect. Dog fighting is a cruel sport

and occurs illegally in many places.

What’s wrong with this picture?

DID YOU KNOW

Education - programs run by local staff in schools, through the media, via
health care, and community meetings can help bring lasting change. Topics
range from the biological and psychological needs of dogs to pet-related laws,
and from our relationships with dogs to how to take care of them responsibly.
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Dozens of children visiting the IFAW vet clinic in Waswanipi,
Canada. IFAW staff provided tours of the operating room to see
vets in action. Northern Dogs Project manager, Jan Hannah,
spoke with children about responsible pet ownership and why it
is important to spay and neuter our pets! © IFAW l Stewart Cook

A stray dog on the streets of Moscow
© IFAW l Alexander Luskin

Primary Veterinary Care - local vet services providing basic health checks,
routine vaccinations, spay/neuter surgery, and identification (collar, tag,
microchip) are necessary for the long-term health of dogs.

Legislation and Policy - local and national guidelines and laws are needed
to begin - or increase - protection for dogs.

Re-homing - a great way to help stray animals is to build an organized
network of people that use the web, telephone, television, newspapers and
word of mouth to match individual dogs with suitable homes.

You’ve had the worst day you can remember - you lost your homework
on the way to school and you spilled your drink on your shirt at lunch!
No matter what you do, it’s not good enough. It seems like no one
would notice if you didn’t exist… until you arrive home. Your dog is
wagging his tail and can hardly contain himself before you pet him. But
while all dogs give unconditional love, not all dogs receive it...

IFAW HELPING DOGS & THEIR PEOPLE

The welfare of dogs is a visible concern worldwide, and the
specific problems vary from place to place. IFAW’s approach is
to work with local communities by asking what we can do to
help dogs and their people and by involving everyone who can
play a part in the solution. There are four elements that link
together to improve animal welfare in a community:



CAMPAIGN FOCUS

The state of experiencing sensation or feeling is known as sentience.

Sentience is about being self aware. Both humans and companion

animals are sentient beings. All animal species are capable of suffering

from pain and distress. Many have emotions, family and social bonds.

Changing the Face of Cruelty through Education

The ability to feel includes
feelings of pain, fear, affection,
hunger, thirst, pleasure, and
discomfort from heat and cold.
But it may not always be obvious
if a pet is suffering from physical
or emotional pain. We cannot
expect animals to demonstrate
pain and suffering the same way
as we do. When we learn how to
recognize these signs, we can
have a better understanding of
how our treatment of our pets
affects their well being.

RECOGNIZING SENTIENCE…
Many existing laws consider
domesticated animals as property so
people do not always treat them as
fellow sentient beings. However, it is
encouraging that European law
recognizes animals as sentient. It is
also encouraging that anti-cruelty laws
do exist, are being improved, or are
being implemented for the first time
throughout the world! This trend can
lead us toward a more heightened
awareness of an animal’s ability to feel
and to be aware that it is feeling. This
will lead to improved animal welfare.

DID YOU KNOW
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…walking dogs during the weekly “Saturday Sessions” for
young first time offenders, a program initiated by CLAW
Johannesburg in collaboration with the Khulisa Crime
Prevention Initiative. © IFAW l Jon Hrusa

A Russian man affectionately pets
a stray dog living on the streets of
Moscow© IFAW l Alexander Luskin

Cruelty takes the form of intentional acts of violence, which are often a result
of people not feeling in control of their own lives. Not receiving respect and
care themselves, they may take out their frustrations on innocent dogs. But
by spending time with dogs who have been injured or abused themselves,
caring for them and seeing them begin to develop trust, people begin to not
only respect the animals, but also themselves.

While lack of respect or care towards animals is often intentional, not
understanding that dogs are sentient leads to neglect. This is often a case of
ignorance, custom, and apathy. Sometimes people simply lack the means to
take care of their pets. That’s where IFAW comes in, teaching people about the
feelings and needs of animals, offering more humane ways of caring for pets,
and providing basic veterinary services to disadvantaged communities in need.

Education is key to improving the welfare of dogs throughout the
world. IFAW’s companion animal education program focuses on
highlighting the bond between pets and humans, pet responsibility,
legislation, the importance of primary health care (including spay and
neuter), and recognizing and preventing cruelty and neglect.

The difference between cruelty and neglect

• Pet owners have lower blood pressure!
• Pets helps children adjust better to the serious

illness and death of a parent.
• Pet owners have fewer minor health problems.
• Pet owners have better psychological well-

being.
• Contact with pets develops nurturing behavior

in children who may grow to be more
nurturing adults.

EDUCATION IS KEY




