
  
 

  

 

 

    

 

Draft ENVI Report on EU Action Plan Against Wildlife Trafficking 
 

Humane Society International/Europe (HSI/Europe), the International Fund for Animal Welfare 
(IFAW), Pro Wildlife, Eurogroup for Animals, European Alliance of Rescue Centres and Sanctuaries 
(EARS) and Born Free Foundation warmly welcome Catherine Bearder’s draft report concerning the 
EU Action Plan Against Wildlife Trafficking (2016/2076 (INI)).  
 
This is an excellent and timely report, which highlights the most important deficits of the European 
Commission’s Communication and suggests ways in which this Plan could be further strengthened. 
In particular, we welcome:  

 
 The proposed establishment of a dedicated Wildlife Trafficking Coordinator’s office to allow 

for greater coordination between the various Commission Directorate Generals and 
competent authorities of EU Member States; 

 A call for wildlife crime to be considered by Europol in the next EU Serious and Organised 
Crime Threat Assessment and for them to establish a specialised Wildlife Crime Unit;  

 The call for all Member States to comply with and properly implement the UN Convention 
against Transnational Organised Crime (UNTOC); 

 The call for language on illegal wildlife trade to be mandatorily included in sustainable 
development chapters of all EU Free Trade Agreements: 

 The recognition of a legislative gap and need for measures to prohibit the trade in wildlife 
that has been illegally harvested or traded in third countries. 

 
To further strengthen this draft report, we believe that amendments should be tabled covering the 
following issues: 
 

 The necessity of indicators whereby wildlife trade enforcement efforts can be properly 
evaluated; 

 The need for engagement with civil society in combating wildlife crime; 
 A stronger emphasis on building capacity and increasing engagement with search engines, e-

commerce and social media platforms to tackle online (illegal) wildlife trade; 
 The adoption of a precautionary approach regarding the import of hunting trophies from 

species listed in the Annexes of the Wildlife Trade Regulations; 
 The incorporation of International Consortium on Combating Wildlife Crime (ICCWC) 

indicators to evaluate effectiveness of third countries receiving EU funding to tackle wildlife 
trafficking; 

 The establishment of national wildlife crime units in all EU Member States; 
 The need to routinely record the trade in non-CITES listed species and to take trade 

restrictive and preventive measures when no science-based non-detriment findings are 
forthcoming; 

 The necessity of financial support for rescue centres dealing with confiscated live animals. It 
is noted that there is presently no certification system for rescue centres with respect to 
animal welfare; 

 The adoption of national plans for handling live confiscated animals and proper training for 
enforcement officers. 

 


