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The Honorable Pat Quinn 
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207 State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 

 

Dear Governor Quinn:  

 

On behalf of the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) and our 

members throughout Illinois, I am writing to ask that you veto H.B. 4226, 

which, if enacted, would remove a longstanding prohibition against the 

hunting and trapping of bobcats in Illinois. It would establish an open 

hunting season during which inhumane and indiscriminate methods could 

be used to kill these ecologically critical animals, despite a lack of scientific 

data supporting such a policy shift.  

 

Bobcats were first protected from hunting in Illinois in 1972 after years of 

decline and near disappearance from the state, and were subsequently 

designated as threatened from 1977 until 1999. Though their numbers have 

improved since the hunting ban was established, the species’ recovery is far 

from complete. As native carnivores, bobcats play an important role in 

maintaining ecosystem health throughout their range, and provide myriad 

ecological services, including the control of rodents and other small 

mammals that can carry disease and are often considered to be nuisance 

animals. The proposed statute ignores these important considerations—as 

well as the Illinois Department of Natural Resources’ duty to manage 

wildlife take through science-based rules—establishing a lengthy bobcat 

hunting season that could cover part of breeding season and disrupt the 

species’ ongoing recovery. 

 

In addition to the environmental harms associated with bobcat hunting, we 

are concerned about the inhumane capture and kill methods to which 

bobcats would be subjected under H.B. 4226. This legislation would 

establish an open season during which the animals could be trapped—

including by use of savage and indiscriminate leg-hold devices—and hunted 

using guns, dogs, and bow and arrows. Each of these methods can cause the 

targeted animal to experience severe pain, a prolonged struggle and a slow 

death. With respect to trapping, even if consistent trap check enforcement 

and compliance were in place, this standard could leave animals to struggle 

and suffer for up to 24 hours. The use of dogs to pursue and capture bobcats 

is unsporting and can place all animals involved in harm’s way, while the 

use of bow and arrows can leave animals wounded and left to an extended 

and excruciating death. 



 

A misconception perpetuated by proponents of H.B. 4226 suggests that bobcat populations in Illinois are 

beginning to exceed numbers that are ecologically viable, suitable for the maintenance of desirable game 

populations, and appropriate for the protection of agriculture and the public. With respect to ecological 

balance, the population data upon which proponents rely to support the establishment of a hunting and 

trapping season is limited and generally unscientific, while countless studies demonstrate the need to err 

on the side of caution when it comes to protecting native carnivores. Moreover, bobcat populations are 

generally self-regulating, and thus do not necessitate or justify artificial control. Finally, even if perceived 

conflicts with bobcats lead the state to implement control measures, effective, nonlethal management 

methods are readily available.   

 

Concerns about threats to public safety, game populations and agriculture are also unfounded. Human-

bobcat conflicts are extremely rare, as these animals generally avoid people. Similarly, neither large 

livestock nor game species face a substantial threat from bobcats. Bill supporters have suggested that 

bobcats should be controlled to enhance populations of quail and other game birds; however, these 

animals comprise a very small proportion of bobcats’ diets, which consist almost exclusively of small 

rodents, rabbits, squirrels and songbirds. The decline in Illinois’ quail populations, which has been 

referenced in support of H.B. 4226, has little relationship to recovering bobcat numbers. Rather, the birds’ 

decline is attributable to the ongoing loss of suitable habitat to agricultural and urban development. It is 

only those who wish to kill these animals for mere sport or sell their pelts and trophies who stand to 

benefit from this legislation—at the expense of citizens across the state who value bobcats and their 

presence in Illinois.    

 

For the foregoing reasons, we strongly encourage you to stand up for conservation, animal welfare and 

the public interest by maintaining existing protections for Illinois’ bobcats. We applaud your impressive 

record of making responsible, well-reasoned choices on animal protection measures, and hope that you 

will continue that legacy by vetoing H.B. 4226. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Jeff Flocken  

Regional Director, North America  

International Fund for Animal Welfare 


