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Dolphin Stranding Mystery
IFAW rushes to the rescue.
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Making a better world for companion 
animals one community at a time
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Our Companion Animals

The two dogs lived worlds away, but 
both came into IFAW clinics needing 
emergency care for starvation and 
neglect.

Oreo, the black-and-white puppy from 
Bali, made a speedy recovery. For 
Cocoa, the black-and-brown dog from 
Johannesburg, recovery took a bit 
longer. Thankfully, both dogs are much 
healthier now, and looking forward to 
being adopted into loving and caring 
homes.

The goal for both dogs, and for IFAW’s 
Companion Animals programme, could 

be summed up in two words: happy 
endings.

Around the world, IFAW’s staff and our 
partners are providing happy endings 
for individual animals like Oreo and 
Cocoa, for the families that care for 
them, and for the communities in which 
we work.

Community Care
Basic veterinary care is often not 
available to residents of some of 
the world’s most impoverished 
communities. So IFAW’s Companion 
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I’ve written to you recently with news of how we’re helping cats and dogs in 
a number of countries so I thought you’d like to hear some happy endings 
for the animals we hold closest to our hearts. This special edition focuses 
on the difference you are making for companion animals.

You’ll also read how IFAW is working hard to protect the biggest cats on 
earth ... along with an unprecedented dolphin rescue ... and a successful 
relocation of gibbons to a lush forest canopy. 
You are part of every happy ending. 
Thank you,

Fred O’Regan 
President and Chief Executive Officer
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In Prijedor, Bosnia, the community 
decided their solution to a large 
street dog population was an animal 
shelter. Unfortunately, the shelter 
quickly became overcrowded, with 
little improvement on the street dog 
population. So IFAW has partnered 
with the United Nations Development 
programme in Bosnia to help teach 
communities how to humanely manage 
their roaming dogs. 

Teaching Transforms
Education is one of the key parts of 
IFAW’s approach to transforming 
disadvantaged communities into happy 
and healthy homes for companion 
animal populations.

While we focus on educating entire 
communities to provide proper pet 
care, it’s often the children who take it 
most to heart. We are hopeful that this 
next generation of pet guardians will 
lead the way to a better world for cats 
and dogs, and all animals.

Welcome home!
Some lucky dogs in frigid Northern Canada 
won’t have to spend the winter outside thanks 
to our generous supporters. IFAW’s team 
members Jan, Michelle and Stef rolled up their 
sleeves and built a neighborhood worth of 
insulated and comfortable dog houses.

Our Companion Animals
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Animals programme fills the need 
for essential primary care, as well as 
helping rescue and re-home animals  
in need.

IFAW’s free mobile pet clinic near 
Johannesburg, South Africa, makes 
daily trips to serve 37 impoverished 
communities. The clinic can treat up to 
700 animals a week. And IFAW’s free 
clinic in Khayelitsha, near Cape Town, 
is the only veterinary resource available 
to everyone in a community of over a 
million people and their pets.

In northern Canada, IFAW takes a 
group of veterinarians and animal 
care educators to remote James Bay 
communities in Northern Quebec. The 
teams provide veterinary care to the 
communities’ dogs, and educate the 
residents on how they can better care 
for their pets.

IFAW has been helping animals in Bali 
since 2002. IFAW recently worked 
with Bali Animal Welfare Association 
(BAWA) and WSPA to help vaccinate 
more than 270,000 dogs. And one 
of IFAW’s exciting new projects is 
a partnership with BAWA to help 
communities create humane and 
sustainable solutions for their animals.

A Heartfelt Mission
Compassion is at the heart of our 
work, and wherever our mission takes 
us, IFAW promotes a compassionate 
approach to animal welfare issues. 

IFAW has been advocating for national 
legislation in China that would protect 
cats and dogs from cruelty. We’ve 
managed to stop three dog culls that 
were being planned to stem rabies 
outbreaks, and provided emergency 
vaccinations for a truckload of dogs 
that were rescued on the way to a dog-
meat processing plant.

In cities across Germany, Tiertafel - the 
“soup kitchen for animals” – provides 
food and supplies for pet owners who 
are struggling financially. IFAW partners 
with Tiertafel to provide accessible 
medical care for the pets of the 
impoverished residents.

In northwest England, IFAW supports 
the Paws for Kids programme, which 
provides temporary foster care for 
animals who come from homes where 
domestic violence forces women and 
children to flee. Paws for Kids offers 
food, companionship and veterinary 
care for pets until they can be reunited 
with their owners. 

New Beginnings for “Warrior”
You’d hardly know that Warrior was the same 
dog that was buried alive in a South African 
schoolyard. Staff members from IFAW’s 
Cape Town clinic dug the poor dog out just in 
time, took her back to our clinic, and nursed 
her back to health. The story was big news 
in local papers, and Warrior made such an 
impact on one reporter that she ended up 
adopting her! Warrior is now “Lily” and she is 
healthy and content relaxing on the deck with 
her brother “Joey.”

oreo was almost thrown away.  
now he’s loved by everyone he meets.



IFAW Profile
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Helping Communities 
Care for Dogs and Cats

692 Cats Rescued
Working with communities 
is a cornerstone of IFAW’s 
Companion Animals programme.

Kate Atema, IFAW’s Director of 
Companion Animals, has spent her 
career working within communities 
to make positive changes, as well as 
teaching the next generation of animal 
welfare champions.

“From as far back as I can remember, 
I wanted to help animals. Then I spent 
several years doing social science 
research and I became really interested 
in helping communities make positive 
changes. So joining IFAW was natural 
for me because we work on creating 
progress for animals by working closely 
with community members.”

IFAW often works in communities 
where the animals are considered 
a health threat or nuisance, as well 

We had no idea what a horrifying  
scene awaited us.

The conditions were shocking: 
hundreds of cats, so many of them 
sick, injured and underweight 
wandered around in the rain or lay 
listlessly in overcrowded cages or 
sheds surrounded by filth. Some lay 
out in a torrential downpour, too weak 
to seek shelter.

IFAW rescuers helped gather and 
examine the 692 sickly cats before 
they were transported to a clean, safe 
temporary shelter in Jacksonville. We 
also assisted in collecting evidence 
in the case against the owner, who 
was charged with animal cruelty and 
scheming to defraud. 

The vast majority of the cats were so 
very sick ... many were critical. Our 
main priority was to assist in providing 

expert and humane veterinary care. 
Many of them had upper respiratory 
infections, skin disease or eye 
infections. Many also tested positive for 
both Feline Leukemia Virus and Feline 
Immunodeficiency Virus. 

The work was heartbreaking, especially 
knowing that many trusting people who 
could no longer care for their cats had 
taken them there, thinking they were 
giving them a good, permanent home. 

This is the largest number of cats 
the ASPCA has ever removed from 
one location in an animal cruelty 
investigation. We were glad to assist 
one of our national partners in its time 
of need, rescuing animals from horrible 
conditions and providing critical care 
and compassion.

When the Madison County Sheriff’s Office called the ASPCA to rescue cats 
at a massive  “sanctuary” known as Caboodle Ranch in Lee, Florida, they 
quickly realised they needed help for such a huge response. So they called 
in IFAW’s expert Animal Rescue team.

as those in which there is little or no 
access to veterinary care. 

“Every community has its own unique 
set of challenges with its cats and 
dogs, so its solutions will be unique, 
too. We help communities address 
their immediate concerns, and then 
help them create humane solutions that 
suit their particular challenges.” 

Kate also teaches at Tufts University 
in Massachusetts, where she shares 
her firsthand experience of working in 
communities with the next generation 
of students who will help make the 
world better for animals.

“From Africa to Europe, Asia to the 
Americas - we want communities 
everywhere to embrace the idea that 
animals deserve our compassion, and 
that healthy, happy animals can be a 
true benefit in ways we’ve only begun 
to understand.”

Kate atema leads 
IFaW’s Companion 
animals team in 
reaching out to cats 
and dogs around 
the world.

It took two days and nights to 
collect all the cats on the property.

Images © ASPCA

In Focus



Protecting Wild Cats
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When people buy an adorable cub, they 
don’t realise an adult 270 kg tiger costs 
$5,000-$6,000 just to feed each year. 
Improperly cared for, with no room to 
roam, these big cats suffer miserable 
existences when they grow too big for 
misguided owners to handle. 

And sanctuaries are becoming full as the 
captive cat population outgrows facilities 
capable of providing the care, space and 
enrichment these large carnivores need.

You may recall the terrifying story last 
October of the man in Zanesville, Ohio, 
who released 49 wild animals from his 
backyard menagerie – 38 of them big 
cats. The police had no choice but to 
shoot the animals before they became a 
threat to the community.

This wasn’t the first tragedy. IFAW has 
been working to stop big cat ownership 
ever since a teenager was killed by a 
supposedly tame Siberian tiger in 2005, 
when she was innocently posing for a 
high school photograph. 

IFAW played a major role in the passage 
of the US Captive Wildlife Safety Act, 
which banned the interstate pet trade 
in big cats. But the law exempts big 
cat owners with federal licenses. Many 
states have laws banning big cats as 
well but the state laws are inconsistent; a 
new federal law is needed.

There are between 10,000-20,000 
big cats held in captivity by private 
owners in the United States. Most 
of these animals – including tigers, 
lions, cougars, leopards, jaguars 
and cheetahs – live in backyards or 
basements, on farms or ranches, 
even in garages and sheds.

Strengthening Laws
IFAW is working with members of the US 
House of Representatives and Senate 
to pass national legislation prohibiting 
ownership of big cats. 

In February, Representatives Buck 
McKeon and Loretta Sanchez introduced 
legislation that would prohibit breeding 
and private possession of captive big 
cats. Current owners would have to 
register their big cats, so that authorities 
can make sure they don’t breed or 
purchase new ones after the law takes 
effect. Exceptions would be made only 
for adequate facilities like accredited 
zoos and wildlife sanctuaries.  

This bill – called the Big Cats and Public 
Safety Protection Act – was written 
by IFAW campaigner and lawyer Paul 
Todd, who worked seamlessly with three 
Congressional offices and a coalition 
of groups including HSUS, Born Free 
USA, Big Cat Rescue, Ian Somerhalder 
Foundation, Animal Welfare Institute, 
ROAR Foundation and World Wildlife 
Fund.

As we go to press, we expect a Senate 
bill to be introduced soon, sponsored by 
Senator John Kerry.

Wild Cats Threatened, Too
There are only about 3,000 tigers left in 
the wild and lion populations are rapidly 
diminishing. 

Unfortunately, any trade in captive 
big cats can promote poaching in the 
wild. So IFAW is also working with 
member countries of the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES) to protect these 
threatened felines. Right now, we are 

urging countries to have lions listed on 
Appendix I – the most protected category 
for endangered species.

We are reinforcing these efforts on the 
ground by training rangers and customs 
inspectors to catch criminals profiting 
from wildlife trade ... with communities to 
prevent human-animal conflict in critical 
habitat areas ... and to preserve wild 
lands for animals across Africa, India, 
Russia and China.

Wild cats belong in the wild, 
not in backyards.

Big
Cats are

Not Pets

Adorable cubs 
can grow into 
270 kg cats!

DeaDly STaTiSTicS
in the past 21 years, there have been 
more than 300 incidents involving 
big cats:

21   people – including 5 children – 
have been killed

246   maulings

254   escapes

131   confiscations

143    big cats have been killed

It’s not a matter of if another tragedy 
will occur, it’s a matter of when.
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Brief news of IFAW’s recent activities 
and successes around the world

Animal  matters

page 10

In March, IFAW vets tracked a two-year-old Asiatic 
black bear to his home in a cave in Arunachal 
Pradesh to remove his radio-collar. We had been 
following the bear, named Sange, since his release 
in June 2011 to ensure he was adjusting to his 
new life in the wild.

The vets carefully tranquilised Sange to remove the 
collar, and confirmed he is fit and healthy. 

IFAW, working closely with our partner the Wildlife 
Trust of India, and with local Forest Departments, 
has raised and rehabilitated 26 orphaned Asiatic 
black bear cubs for return to the wild.

Two orphaned rhinos – Maju and Raja – are on 
their way back to the wild in Manas National Park, 
in northeast India, after several years under care at 
IFAW’s Wildlife Rescue Centre. 

Maju and Raja follow four other rhinos IFAW has 
released in Manas since 2006. This is part of a 
crucial repopulation programme in this UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, which lost its entire rhino 
population to poachers.

IFAW’s Washington, DC, Office Director Jeff 
Flocken recently published the book Wildlife 
Heroes: 40 Leading Conservationists and the 
Animals They are Committed to Saving.

It’s a wonderful collection of real-life stories 
about people working to save species in decline. 
Profiles include IFAW partners Iain Douglas-
Hamilton, who is protecting elephants in Africa; 
Karen Eckert, a tireless sea turtle advocate in 
the Caribbean; Dave Wiley, who works to save 
whales off the coast of Massachusetts; and 
IFAW’s own Grace Gabriel for her trail-blazing 
efforts to reduce wildlife trade in China.

Jeff and co-author Julie Scardina are donating 
100% of the book’s profits to the heroes they’ve 
featured to help them continue their work. You 
can order it at 
www.wildlifeheroesbook.com

Long-lasting IFAW supporter Geneviève Hamelin 
has written a book describing bear species around 
the world. She has a true passion for nature 
and animals, especially bears, and works on our 
Animal Action Education programme each year.

This book is written for young people – 
tomorrow’s leaders – and explains the 
challenges bears face, and how they can 
be protected. It features IFAW’s work at our 
Bear Rescue Centre in Russia, complete with 
illustrations by Director Valentin Pazhetnov.

The book is available in  
France, Belgium,  
Switzerland and  
Canada.   
ISBN:  978-2-36032-031-8

IndIA

IndIA

FrAnce

Bidding a Bear Farewell 

Rhinos Return to 
the Wild

A Beauty for 
the Beasts

In a joint undercover operation between IFAW, 
INTERPOL and the Zambian Wildlife Authority, 
roadblock inspections for ivory, bushmeat 
and other endangered animal products were 
conducted at a main road exiting Kafue National 
Park. A known ivory dealer’s shop was also 
searched. Two men selling ivory tusks and 
crocodile skins were arrested.

These actions were part of simultaneous 
investigations being undertaken across 14 
African countries. IFAW has been funding an 
Environmental Crime programme  
at INTERPOL for nine years.

Every year, as part of IFAW’s Animal Action 
Education programme, children in Russia create 
beautiful artwork to help animals. This year, 6,000 
children, who have never seen elephants in nature, 
drew elephants, collected 42,000 signatures and 
made 15,000 elephant ribbons for IFAW to present 
to CITES officials.

More than 100 of the drawings were exhibited by 
the Darwin Museum in Moscow. 

russIAArt for Elephants 

Poachers Get Stung ZAmbIA

A Bear-y Special BookFrAnce

Animal Heroes unIted 
stAtes

Delphine Wespiser has always been concerned 
about animal welfare. Since being named Miss 
France 2012, the 20-year-old student is helping 
IFAW promote animal welfare in France and 
abroad.

“Along with IFAW, I want to raise awareness on 
animal suffering, save animals in distress and 
pave the way for a more harmonious coexistence 
between humans and animals,” she said. “To help 
IFAW protect the last remaining elephants from 
poaching and ivory trade, I have already joined the 
Elephant March.”



As more animals stranded, the team 
grew adept at returning healthy 
dolphins to the ocean quickly, and even 
went out on boats to employ ‘pingers’ – 
electronic alarms that fishermen use to 
keep dolphins away from nets – to herd 
dolphins swimming close to shore back 
to open water. This saved nearly 100 
more dolphins.

Perhaps the most touching rescue was 
of a stranded mother dolphin and her 
calf. They had been whistling to each 
other throughout the ordeal and the 
team released them side-by-side to 
ease their distress. You can see this 
touching release on video. 

Critical Resources Cut
The mass stranding came just as the 
federal government aimed to eliminate 
the John H. Prescott Marine Mammal 
Rescue Assistance Grant Programme 
as part of its 2013 budget cuts. This 
programme is the only dedicated 

source of federal funding for stranding 
work. So Katie left the sandy flats of 
Cape Cod and flew to Washington, DC, 
to brief Congress on the crisis.

She told Congress that the loss of this 
programme would have a huge impact 
not only on IFAW, but on all stranding 
networks along every coast of the 
United States.

These networks help the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) respond to 
strandings as part of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act. They provide 
the skilled and experienced personnel 
NOAA needs to fulfill its legal mandate. 

NOAA needs stranding data to develop 
sound, science-based policies to 
protect not only marine mammals, 
but also ocean ecosystems. Data 
collected from stranded dolphins 
helps identify emerging diseases and 
effects of biotoxins which can threaten 
commercially valuable fish and shellfish  
        species as well as human health.

While the deadline for comments on 
the Prescott Grant was in March, as 
we went to press we were still waiting 
to hear if the programme had survived 
budget cuts.

Catching Our Breath
Now the team is sifting through the 
volumes of blood samples and other 
data collected to try to determine 
the cause of the stranding. So far 
no patterns have emerged, but the 
many lab analyses will take months to 
complete, and we may yet find one.

And just when everyone breathed a 
sigh of relief that the stranding event 
was over – which requires seven full 
days without a stranding – in March, 18 
more common dolphins washed ashore 
on Cape Cod beaches. Out of 13 that 
stranded alive, nine were successfully 
released back to the open ocean. Over 
a dozen more were herded safely back 
to deep water.

It looks like 2012 is going to continue 
to be a busy year for our team.

In just one month, 161 common 
dolphins stranded, taxing rescuers 
and resources. Katie Moore, IFAW’s 
Manager of Marine Mammal Rescue 
and Research, commented: “I think we 
are running on almost pure adrenaline 
now. Our wonderful volunteers have 
been monitoring the beaches since 
sunrise every day. We are doing our 
best to rescue the live animals we find 
and collect as much data as possible 
to try to understand why they are 
stranding.”

IFAW’s full-time staff of six was aided in 
their heroic efforts by colleagues from 
five other stranding networks – New 
England Aquarium, Marine Mammals of 
Maine, the Virginia Aquarium Stranding 
Programme, Whale Centre of New 
England and the Riverhead Foundation 
for Marine Research and Preservation in 
New York – along with over 100 trained 
volunteers who live on Cape Cod. 

   InternatIonal Fund For anImal WelFare      page 13page 12

Campaign UpdateCampaign Update

On the afternoon of Thursday, January 12th, the first of dozens of common dolphins 

stranded on the beaches of five cape cod towns in Massachusetts. Over the next three 

months, they continued to beach across bay-side towns of the cape in what became the 

largest dolphin stranding in the United States Northeast in recorded history.

A DolphIn DIsAster

rescuers worked from sunrise to sundown 
for months saving dolphins’ lives.

A mother and calf were 
released side by side.



Campaign Update

Eighteen families of Eastern Hoolock 
gibbons were living in a barren stretch 
of trees in the village of Dello, India. 
They had become isolated and had 
little tree canopy for food or shelter. 
Yet only an hour away, there was 
plenty of forest canopy in the abundant 
and mountainous Mehao Wildlife 
Sanctuary.

So IFAW and our partner the Wildlife 
Trust of India (WTI) began moving 
these gibbon families to the lush forest 
of Mehao, in the northeast state of 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

Starting with a father and daughter 
last November, we’ve been carefully 
capturing and relocating family groups. 
To date, 11 gibbon parents and young 
have been moved. 

These are tricky operations. They 
involve trying to get the gibbons 
to jump to the ground, sometimes 
sending a rescuer to climb the tree 
to encourage them ... sedating the 
gibbons, examining and microchipping 
them ... keeping each family together ... 
then transporting them to Mehao. 

Settling In
So far the gibbons have adapted well 
to their new home and are exploring 
the area. They are ranging within a 
500-metre radius of the trees they were 
released to, returning to roost at their 
host tree at night. 

IFAW-WTI Chief Veterinarian Dr. NVK 
Ashraf said, “Within 40 minutes of 
their release, families reunited and 
made loud calls, which is typical of 
gibbons. These animals will be closely 
monitored to record their survival and 
establishment of territory.”

The IFAW-WTI team is monitoring the 
gibbons after release by conducting 
behavioural scans of the family groups 
during five-minute intervals for more 
than seven hours daily. They are 
studying the feeding habits and ranging 
patterns of the gibbon families to 
ensure they settle comfortably in their 
new home. 

Eastern Hoolock gibbons are 
threatened with local extinction in some 
areas because of fragmented habitat, 
and are a protected species in India. 
Through this relocation, we hope to 
contribute to their long-term survival.

Gibbon Move a Howling Success

this baby clung to her 
mum for the move.

mehao Wildlife Sanctuary 
provides abundant forest canopy.
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Ways of Giving

Your Personal Pet Fund

It allows you to establish a fund 
to honour a beloved pet that has 
touched your life – or perhaps a family 
member who cares deeply for animals. 
You can name your fund after your 
own pet, and help cats and dogs in 
disadvantaged communities where 
people simply don’t have the means to 
keep their companions healthy  
and safe.

Your Pet Fund will help more animals 
than you can imagine. It will help 
provide expert veterinary care, food 
and shelter, medicine and supplies for 
individual animals who are needlessly 
suffering from cruelty and neglect ... It 
will help us educate communities on 
how to better care for their pets ...  And 
it will play a critical role in furthering 
IFAW’s mission to make a better world 
for animals.  

So many IFAW supporters have already 
established their own Pet Funds. With 
a donation of $500, you can create 
your very own Fund. Your kindness can 
make a world of difference for suffering 
animals. Just go to  
www.ifaw.org/petfund-au  
to establish your Pet Fund. Or call  
IFAW’s Office of Philanthropy at  
1 800 00 4329

IFAW’s new pet Fund 
program is a personal way 
you can share your love for 
your own companion animals 
while you help animals in 
need around the world.  

When my dog Zeke – 

my best friend – passed 

away, I wanted to find 

a special way to honour him. so I 

created IFAW’s personal pet Fund.

I invite you to join this distinctive group 

of IFAW supporters. I guarantee you it 

will help provide lifesaving care for  

cats and dogs while continuing our 

work to make the world a better place 

for all animals.

on behalf of Zeke,  

thank you so much,



AU

The fate of the Antarctic 
marine environment is about 
to be decided … yet the world 
knows nothing about it. 

Antarctic waters make up almost 10% 
of the world’s seas and are some of 
the most pristine left on earth. Home 
to almost 10,000 unique and diverse 
species such as penguins, seals and 
whales, these waters are at risk from 
commercial fishing and climate change.

IFAW is a member of the Antarctic 
Ocean Alliance whose partners include 
actor, activist and UN Biodiversity 

Ambassador Edward Norton, 
Oceanographer Dr. Sylvia Earle, and 
entrepreneur Sir Richard Branson. The 
Alliance is calling for 19 critical ocean 
habitats to be protected, starting with 
the Ross Sea.  

This reserve will be put to a vote by 
25 countries this year. We need global 
public support to protect this critical 
habitat.

Please let these country leaders 
know the world is watching.  
Join the Watch! 
www.antarcticocean.org

Join the Watch
A Global Call 
to Protect 
Antarctic 
Oceans

Founded in 1969, IFAW (the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare) saves animals 

in crisis around the world. With offices 

in 15 countries, IFAW rescues individual 

animals, works to prevent cruelty to 

animals, and advocates for the protection 

of wildlife and their habitats.

Image © John Weller for the Antarctic Ocean Alliance
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