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To the Rescue ...
Saving animals in danger.

Surveying the Sea
for harbour porpoises.



At IFAW, rarely a day goes by without a call to save an 
animal’s life. As the number of natural disasters increases 
every year and more wild animals come under threat from 
expanding human populations, IFAW’s Animal Rescue 
team is busier than ever.

IFAW helped 
more than 4,000 
animals survive 
the Pakistan 
floods.
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To the Rescue

Over the last 18 months: IFAW 
investigated animal needs following 
the earthquake and tsunami in Japan, 
and organised a first-of-its-kind summit 
to develop safe rescue practices in 
radioactive areas ... We reintroduced 
5 abandoned, hand-reared elephant 
calves back to the wild in Manas 
National Park, India ... And even 
provided food for animals at the Tripoli 
Zoo who were left starving during the 
Libyan conflict.

A World of Disasters
When relentless floods in Thailand left 
more than 2,200 dogs and 200 cats 
homeless, IFAW sent food, medicine 
and two vets to help care for them. 
Working with the Wildlife Friends 
Foundation of Thailand and other 
volunteers, IFAW helped vaccinate, 
deworm, and treat illnesses and injuries 
caused by the floods.

Animals In Danger

of Animals
WorldIF

AW
’s

I hope you enjoy our special Animal Rescue feature. It’s filled with stories 
of animals you helped save ... from pets and livestock suffering in times of 
disaster, to puppies and wolf-dogs freed from cruelty, to kidnapped birds 
returned to the wild. In addition, there’s a report on the recent research 
voyage by IFAW’s Song of the Whale. And, sadly, a shocking update on 
increasing ivory seizures.

Whether one animal is in danger or entire species are under  
threat, your support helps make it possible for IFAW to save  
lives. I am very grateful for your caring and support,
 

Fred O’Regan 
President and Chief Executive Officer
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Aiding Orphans
Our wildlife rescue often combines 
removing an animal from a dangerous 
situation and, if necessary, providing 
long-term care until it can survive on 
its own. 

We have more than 10 years of 
experience rehabilitating and releasing 
elephant calves into the protected 
habitat of Manas National Park in India. 
Because elephants are slow to mature, 
we are just now confirming they can 
integrate successfully with new family 
groups.

Sometimes we help animals in captive 
situations, either in the wake of an 
emergency or in response to a call 
for help when private owners can no 
longer handle wildlife kept mistakenly 
as pets. Then we find sanctuaries 
where their physical and emotional 
needs will be met. 

Our work is a mixture of urgent action 
to save lives, long-term rehabilitation 
for injured or orphaned animals, and 
release whenever possible. IFAW 
believes that wild animals belong in the 
wild. Our priority is always to ensure 
they find their way home – and remain 
safe once they are there.

IFAW’s Animal Rescue programme provides 
critical care for animals in crisis through 
three areas of expertise – Disaster 
Response, Marine Mammal Rescue and 
Research, and Wildlife Care and Release. 
But they all share a common goal: to 
minimise suffering and maximise survival.

Over the last year alone, IFAW’s Animal 
Rescue team has provided care or relief to:
175 dogs rescued from a puppy mill in 
Arkansas, US

349 dogs taken from a collector in Ohio, US
114 horses seized in a cruelty case in 
Arkansas, US

9,464 animal victims of flooding in India, 
Pakistan, Thailand and a number of 
communities in the US

39 animals at our Wildlife Rescue Centre in 
India, including 7 elephants, 4 Himalayan 
black bears, and a jungle cat

4 grizzly bears, rehabilitated and released  
in Canada

9 new orphan brown bears in Russia
3,500 starving horses, camels, cats and dogs 
abandoned during unrest in Egypt and Tunisia
6 endangered gorillas airlifted from Rwanda 
to the Democratic Republic of the Congo
Hoolock gibbon families moved from isolated 
forest to new habitat in northeast India
Starving animals in Libya’s Tripoli Zoo
482 abandoned African penguin chicks
273 birds, including doves, lovebirds, finches 
and budgies seized from a breeder in Texas
33 seals and dolphins released back to the 
ocean from Cape Cod’s shores

Thousands saved!

To the Rescue
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One heavily pregnant dog – named 
Pigtail because of a kink in her tail – 
was pulled from the floodwaters near 
Bangkok, emaciated and exhausted. A 
month later her six fat puppies tumbled 
and wrestled in a makeshift playpen.

To maximise our effectiveness, IFAW 
has developed networks of emergency 
responders in the United States and 
other disaster-prone countries around 
the world. When the need is urgent, 
trained experts can rush to the scene, 
sometimes within hours of a flood, 
hurricane, earthquake or bushfire.

For example, in Pakistan – through 
our partner the Ravi Foundation – 
we distributed food and provided 
veterinary care to dogs and cats, 
goats, cattle and other animals who 
were starving, weak and sick following 
recurring floods there. 

Returning Dolphins to the Sea
Our world renowned Marine Mammal 
Rescue and Research team is 
pioneering techniques to save stranded 
dolphins, whales and porpoises. We 
are challenging the long accepted 
belief that highly social dolphins and 
whales could not be released alone 
because they would suffer a slow 
death without the support of a pod. 

By tagging and tracking these healthy, 
single animals, we have proven they will 
survive and find a group to bond with 
... eliminating the need to euthanise 
healthy animals. 

Our success rate is climbing: Today, 
53% of the dolphins and whales that 
strand alive are returned to the sea, 
compared to 14% from 1999-2004. 

We are also exploring ways to prevent 
mass strandings by using an acoustic 
‘pinger’ to herd dolphins back to open 
water when they swim too close to 
shore. on one day in February, IFAW rescued and released 

9 dolphins that had stranded on a Cape Cod beach in 
massachusetts.

When a sanctuary went out of business, we had 
to find them a permanent home quickly.

Pigtail, rescued from 
floodwaters in thailand.



To the Rescue
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Genetic Misfits
Wolf-dogs are just that, wolf and dog 
‘hybrids’ that people breed to sell as 
pets. In North America, there are an 
estimated 300,000 wolf-dogs and 
1,500 pure wolves living in captivity. 
The trouble is, wolves are extremely 
shy by nature and this can make them 
aggressive if they feel threatened. 
They are also amazing escape artists. 
They can dig, jump or chew out of 
conventional cages. 

Some are considered ‘high content’ 
wolf-dogs, meaning they have a lot of 
wolf in them and are more timid and 
mistrusting of people. Lower content 
wolf-dogs are more submissive and 
friendly, yet they retain their wild, 
pack-animal instincts. Despite their 
wolf characteristics, they cannot 
survive in the wild. And despite their 
dog characteristics, they often see 
any smaller being, whether a child or 
another pet, as prey. 

In the US, possession of a wolf or wolf-
dog hybrid is regulated by law. As seen 
all too often with exotic pets, the pups 
are fluffy and cute, but little regard is 
paid to their wild nature as they mature. 
Wolves and wolf-dog hybrids are wild 
animals and therefore don’t make 
suitable pets.

Lifesaving Collaboration
We were so happy that LARC was 
willing to give these unfortunate 
animals the lives they deserve ... 
protected by fences but free to roam 
and socialise as nature intended. The 
sanctuary is already home to 19 wolf-
dogs, four of them previously rescued 
and transported there by IFAW. The 
28 new residents will live out their lives 

in ‘super-sized’ enclosures, tasting 
freedom and companionship for the 
first time.

This was an amazing effort with many 
partners: IFAW, LARC, the Alaska 
Attorney General, the Alaska SPCA 
who provided veterinary care and 
spayed/neutered the wolf-dogs before 
they were relocated, Alaska Airlines 
who graciously provided a cargo plane 
to transport them, and, of course, our 
extraordinary donors.

IFAW has the best donors!

When we received the request to fina
nce 

the sturdy, spacious enclosures these 

animals needed to ensure their safety, 
we 

didn’t have funds in our budget to bu
ild 

them. Then, miraculously, a couple who 
are 

ardent IFAW supporters stepped up and
 

donated $75,000 for construction and
 

rescue assistance.

What a truly magnificent gesture of 

generosity! My heart swells with gratit
ude 

when I think of the wonderful, caring 

people who support IFAW. 

There are so many expenses involved in
 

every rescue ... for transport, shelter, 

veterinary supplies, even food. Large or 

small, your gifts make a difference fo
r 

animals every day.

  Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart,

Wolf-dogs are 
beautiful, but they are 

still wild animals.
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Freed from 
Life on a 
Chain

When IFAW received the call that 
28 wolves and wolf-dogs – chained 
in the cold at a roadside attraction in 
Alaska – would be euthanised if they 
could not be moved, we immediately 
stepped in to help.

Fortunately, the Lockwood Animal 
Rescue Centre (LARC), located on 20 
acres in Los Padres National Forest 
near Los Angeles, California, had 
agreed to take them. But they didn’t 
have the proper enclosures to give 
the wolves and wolf-dogs the security 
and freedom they need. So LARC 
asked IFAW for help – and one of our 
wonderful supporters generously 
volunteered to pay for construction of 
their new home.

When we first saw these animals, their 
conditions were heart-wrenching. They 
were tied up in the snow with 8-foot 
chains secured around their necks. 
Many of them had open sores from 
the chains. Fed only every few days, 
in winter months their water source 
was soiled fallen snow. Most of them 
were young – the oldest was 7 years 
old – and they’d spent their lives in this 
deplorable state.

they spent 
their lives 
confined 
on 8-foot 
chains.
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IFAW Profile

Saving Animals, 
One Life at a Time

For Ian, ensuring rescue efforts 
dovetail with other IFAW programmes 
is important. When we moved 83 
elephants in Malawi to alleviate 
human-elephant conflict, we needed to 
ensure their new habitat could sustain 
them and that they would be safe. 
Their welfare depended on IFAW’s 
habitat protection and ranger training 
programmes. 

“Total success is really more than 
the sum of its parts,” he said. “We’re 
aligning goals and strategies across 
IFAW through close collaboration. Very 
few organisations work in an integrated 
way like we do.”

A Global Reach 
With the number of natural disasters 
increasing, Ian believes it’s critical to 
set up networks and train capable 
responders around the world, 
especially in countries we don’t have 
direct access to. 

For example, in Pakistan, we have 
a solid relationship with the Ravi 
Foundation. When the floods came 

again last year, we called them 
immediately to dispense food and 
veterinary supplies. This way IFAW was 
able to help in an area where it wasn’t 
safe to send in our own team.

“We can’t go into every disaster so we 
need good partners on the ground. 
Then we know who we’re going to call 
to see what’s needed, and they know 
and trust us,” Ian said. 

The Reward
A vet with 36 years in the field, Ian is 
acutely aware of our responsibility to 
the animals who depend on us: “Caring 
for dogs and cats, you know most will 
get better. But with wildlife, any animal 
that comes into your hands is in critical 
condition and will certainly die without 
you. When you see an animal survive in 
the wild, that’s the best feeling because 
you know you’ve done your job well.”

Dr. Ian Robinson is the Director of IFAW’s 
Animal Rescue programme. Since joining 
the organisation in 2003, he has led many of 
our hands-on disaster response and wildlife 
rescue campaigns, found reliable sanctuary 
for captive wildlife, and built coalitions with 
emergency relief networks in the US and all 
around the world.
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Convictions under the Hunting Act 
continue to be higher than those 
under a number of comparable wildlife 
laws, and IFAW is playing its part by 
gathering evidence for prosecutions. 
The Association of Chief Police 
Officers’ lead officer on wildlife crime 
has stated that “there have been a 
substantial number of convictions 
under the Hunting Act. Such evidence, 
in my view, demonstrates that the act is 
enforceable.”

Our hunt monitors brave both the 
weather and threats from hunt 
supporters to document the activity 
of hunts and submit evidence of 
potential law breaking to the police 
for investigation. This season we have 
expanded our investigations team with 
the recruitment of former police officers 
who gather evidence in the field and 
who are supported by our Police 
Liaison Officer. 

The safety of both hunt dogs and 
wildlife remains a concern. A few 

months after our monitors filmed a fox 
being hunted onto a railway line just 
minutes before a passenger train sped 
past, a dog called Hazard was killed 
by a train in Leicestershire. With IFAW’s 
encouragement, Network Rail have 
issued a fresh warning of the “risks to 
human and animal health and life from 
trespass on the railway.”

At the same time as our frontline work 
gathers evidence in the field, IFAW 
works in Parliament to ensure the 
majority of MPs remain committed to 
keeping the Hunting Act on the statute 
book. The Coalition Government have 
promised a free vote on whether or not 
to consider repealing the Act, so we 
continue to urge supporters to lobby 
their MPs to keep the ban on hunting 
with dogs.

UK Campaign Update

Seven years after the Hunting Act 
came into force, it remains a vital 
piece of landmark legislation that 
was passed to prevent cruelty to 
Britain’s wildlife.

Enforcing the 
Hunting Act
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Come and hear an up-to-date report about the fight 
to save the last wild tigers by John Berry, IFAW, UK 
with music and refreshments.

Saturday 21 July 2012, 7 p.m., Hamblin Hall, 
Bosham House, Main Road, Bosham,  
West Sussex PO18 8PJ

Please ring Elizabeth (Hamblin Trust) on 01243 
572109.  Tickets are £10 each, £15 for two. 

IFAW Invitation - 
West Sussex

Following a tip from IFAW last December, Chinese 
wildlife authorities stopped the sale of hundreds of 
bottles of ‘tiger bone wine’ and rhino horn carvings 
at a high-profile Beijing auction house. The sale 
was in direct violation of a 1993 ban.

We hope this will be a model for other countries 
to increase vigilance over sales of endangered 
species at auctions.

Wildlife Auction 
Stopped 

IFAW has rehabilitated and released two rare birds 
from southern China that were found in Beijing. A 
kind citizen brought the grass owl and Asia barred 
owl to IFAW’s Beijing Raptor Rescue Centre. They 
were weak and cold, with damaged feathers. After 
weeks of treatment at our Centre, we took them to the 
Haiwan National Forest Park in Fengxian, Shanghai, 
for release.

Neither of these species lives in Beijing, as the 
temperature does not suit them and their natural prey 
cannot be found in the region. These two owls were 
illegally captured, transported and sold in the city.

ChinaKidnapped Birds 
Fly Free 

China

Brief news of IFAW’s recent activities 
and successes around the world

Animal  matters
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Mrs. Kenyon received a nice surprise just before 
Christmas ... she was the latest Grand Prize Winner in 
IFAW’s prize draw. Elated at the news, she said, “I had 
to sit down and read the letter again!”

It’s a fine reward for her kindness. “I’ve always been an 
animal lover,” she said. “Cruelty to animals makes me 
wince ... For this reason, I’ve been supporting IFAW for 
as long as I can remember.”

IFAW’s campaign to end commercial sealing won 
a major victory when Belarus, Kazakhstan, and 
the Russian Federation banned the import and 
export of harp seal skins in December. Russia is 
one of the last remaining markets for Canadian 
seal products. 

IFAW Russia Director Masha Vorontsova 
applauded the news, saying, “Russia ended its 
own hunt of harp seals in 2009. We are extremely 
pleased that the Russian government has taken 
the next logical step by banning all trade in harp 
seal pelts from other countries as well.”

UK

RUSSia

Rewarding Kindness

Another Seal 
Market Closed 

With our partner the Wildlife Trust of India, IFAW is 
moving family groups of Eastern Hoolock gibbons 
from a village where they are living in isolated patches 
of trees to the Mehao Wildlife Sanctuary, in the 
northeast state of Arunachal Pradesh, where they will 
have better tree canopy habitat to forage. 

As we go to press, we have successfully moved a 
father and daughter pair and another female, juvenile 
and male. We are trying to move the other families 
before the start of the monsoon season. 

india
Gibbons Get New 
Home

UK



Elephants in Focus

In Botswana, IFAW and INTERPOL 
trained 27 wildlife law enforcement 
officials from 11 Southern African 
countries on the prevention of illegal 
wildlife trafficking.

Most recently, we trained more than 
35 wildlife conservation and security 
officials, and ports, customs, airport 
and judicial officers on preventing and 
investigating illegal wildlife trade in 
Tanzania.

“Recent seizures make it clear that the 
ongoing wildlife enforcement training 
IFAW is supporting is vital to saving 
elephants – particularly those elephants 
of the Congo Basin which are most 
threatened,” said Kelvin Alie, Director of 
IFAW’s Wildlife Crime Programme. 

IFAW is also working with INTERPOL 
to coordinate anti-ivory enforcement 
operations across Africa. We hope this 
will result in arrests, convictions and a 

serious blow to the cruelest threat to 
elephants. 

The Solution
IFAW East Africa Director James Isiche 
believes there is one way to stop the 
illegal trade: “As long as demand for 
ivory in China continues to increase, 
elephants in Africa and Asia will 
be under increasing pressure from 
poaching. We know what the solution 
is – it worked in 1989 and it can work 
again – a full and complete international 
ban on all sales of ivory.”

IFAW is committed to bringing an end 
to the cruel trade in elephant ivory, and 
will continue to support wildlife law 
enforcement efforts until elephants live 
free from this brutal exploitation.

You can help. Please support our 
efforts to raise awareness of the plight 
of the African elephant by adding your 
name to IFAW’s “Say NO! to Ivory” 
elephant march on Facebook or sign 
our petition at www.ifaw.org. 
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IFAW’s training and support is 
helping wildlife officers catch 
poachers and confiscate ivory 
shipments.

664 
tusks seized in Malaysia

1,041 
tusks seized in Tanzania

794 
tusks seized in Hong Kong

695 
tusks seized in Malaysia

24 
tusks seized in Vietnam

15 
tusks seized in  
South Africa

1,100kg 
seized in Vietnam

1,400kg 
seized in Malaysia

2,575kg 
seized in Kenya

1,647kg 
seized in Kenya

 APRIl MAy July AuguSt SePteMBeR OctOBeR nOveMBeR deceMBeR

Elephants in Focus

According to INTERPOL and other 
law enforcement and conservation 
organisations that IFAW works closely 
with, the increasing frequency of 
large-scale ivory seizures points to 
the growing involvement of organised 
criminal syndicates operating in various 
parts of the African continent. 

Much of this ivory is being smuggled 
into China to satisfy growing consumer 
demand. 

Reinforcing Rangers 
IFAW recognises a dire need to train 
and outfit brave rangers on the front 
lines fighting these smugglers. We are 
expanding our work with INTERPOL, 
the Lusaka Agreement Task Force 
(LATF) and national governments to 
strengthen law enforcement capacity. 

In the Odzala-Kokoua National Park in 
northeastern Congo – an area under a 
severe strain from poaching – IFAW has 
trained eco-guards and supplied them 
with new communications equipment, 
uniforms, GPS devices, tents, 
compasses and rucksacks. 

The threat to elephants from poaching 
is escalating at an alarming rate. In just 
six months in 2011 the volume of ivory 
confiscated surpassed the annual totals 
of the three previous years. Every piece of 
ivory means an elephant has died.

page 12

Fighting Ivory Traffickers

In 2011, more than 5,004 elephant 
tusks and 12.46 metric tons of 
ivory were confiscated in major seizures 
along popular trade routes. Individually 
these seizures illustrate a thriving illegal 
trade in ivory. Collectively they represent 
a threat to the very survival of elephants 
in parts of Africa and Asia.

iFaW believes even one elephant 
killed for ivory is too many.

247 
tusks seized in Thailand

122 
tusks seized in Vietnam

707 
tusks seized in China

84 
tusks seized in Kenya

405 
tusks seized in Malaysia

1,000kg 
seized in US

A DeADly yeAr
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Scientists at Sea

This large shallow sand bank has been 
proposed by the UK, Netherlands and 
Germany as a Marine Protected Area 
because of its unique marine life. It is 
also an important area for fisheries and 
offshore developments, so research 
is needed to identify the numbers 
and distribution of harbour porpoises 
to help minimise disturbance to both 
Europe’s smallest whale and this 
unusual habitat. 

A team of 11, led by skipper Richard 
McLanaghan, head researcher Dr. 
Oliver Boisseau and project manager 
Anna Moscrop of Marine Conservation 
Research, UK, set out from Ipswich to 
search for harbour porpoises and other 
marine animals in the region. 

During the 20-day survey – which 
covered a distance of 3,229 km 
(about 2,000 miles) – there were many 
sightings of harbour porpoises, grey 
seals, white-beaked dolphins and 
minke whales.

Although the weather was 
unexpectedly good for November, the 

calm sea states required for optimal 
visual sightings were rare. Therefore 
acoustic research using Song of the 
Whale’s specialised hydrophone 
equipment proved crucial, with at least 
250 detections of harbour porpoises’ 
vocal clicks recorded – approximately 
20 times as many acoustic as visual 
records.

Acoustic monitoring also revealed 
background noise levels experienced 
by marine mammals in the North Sea 
... picking up noise from seismic guns 
over several days during the voyage.

The survey provided an opportunity 
for interns from partner groups, 
ASCOBANS (the Agreement for Small 
Cetaceans of the Baltic and North 
Seas) and Wagningen IMARES (the 
Dutch Institute for Marine Resources 
and Ecology) to gain experience at sea 
collecting acoustic and visual data.

The team will present their findings to 
ASCOBANS, as well as in a scientific 
paper, to help inform European 
conservation actions. 

Searching for Harbour Porpoises
IFAW’s research vessel, Song of the Whale, spent last November surveying for 
harbour porpoises around the North Sea’s Dogger Bank.

this research will show the effects of the dogger 
Bank environment on harbour porpoises.

the Song of the Whale 
headed up the river 
orwell towards Ipswich 
upon its return.

In Profile

If you are planning to leave a legacy to IFAW, 
or would like more information on how you can 
make a lasting difference for animals, please 
contact Marco Ruggeri, IFAW, 87-90 Albert 
Embankment, London SE1 7UD. You can also 
contact Marco at 020 7587 6761,  
or mruggeri@ifaw.org.

A Legacy for Our
Animal Friends

So naturally Holly has a deep 
appreciation for nature and the 
animals that inhabit it, especially the 
wildlife near her home in New South 
Wales, Australia. Possums, koalas 
and kookaburras have occasionally 
stopped by for a visit. 

She has written two children’s books 
inspired by wildlife. The first, titled “The 
Billabong Games,” is about a koala 
who invites other animals to join in 
games in the bush. Another tells the life 
cycle of a frog through its own eyes. 

Holly feels sad koalas are no longer 
seen on the peninsula where she lives, 
and recognises our need to coexist 
with animals. “I love the animals and 
want to help them to be happy, healthy 
and safe,” she said.

“Some animals are on their way to 
extinction and I want to help prevent 
that. In supporting IFAW I can 
contribute not just to their survival but 
also their well-being.” 

An IFAW supporter since 1994, Holly is 
also leaving a legacy to IFAW in her Will. 
“I’m leaving part of my estate to IFAW 
because I believe in the great work 
IFAW does for the animals. I know it will 
be put to good use.”

She wisely added, “The animals are our 
friends, you know.” 

Holly Smith is an adventurer 
whose life has taken her on some 
extraordinary journeys. She has 
explored the pyramids in Egypt and 
gone whitewater rafting in Canada, 
and she’s been an avid surfer since 
she was a child.

Holly (in red) chatting to IFAW wildlife 
experts in Sydney.



UK

During the revolution in Libya, 
animals at the Tripoli Zoo were left 
without food or water.

IFAW rushed emergency funds to the devoted zoo 
staff members who stayed by the animals throughout 
the violence to ensure the animals received sufficient 
food and medicine. We continue to work with the zoo 
to ensure the animals’ welfare while the new Libyan 
government prepares to take control of  
its management.

A Feast 
After Famine

inteRnational FUnd FoR animal WelFaRe

Registered charity  
number 1024806

87-90 Albert embankment 
london Se1 7ud

Founded in 1969, IFAW (the International Fund 
for Animal Welfare) saves animals in crisis 

around the world. With offices in 15 countries, 

IFAW rescues individual animals, works to 

prevent cruelty to animals, and advocates for the 

protection of wildlife and their habitats.
www.ifaw.org

youtube.com/ifawvideo facebook.com/ifawhq twitter.com/action4ifaw

http://twitter.com/action4ifaw
http://www.facebook.com/IFAWHQ
http://www.youtube.com/ifaw
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