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Safe Homes for 
Animals

 In the face of the sixth mass extinction —
attributed solely to human activities — the time has 
come to remind ourselves that human beings are 
just one single species of animal in our entire 
World of Animals. 
 Like us, elephants, whales, tigers, and all 
animals are individuals and part of family groups, 
communities and populations. It is essential to 
understand and care for the wellbeing of those 
individuals if we hope to protect entire populations 
of animals.
 That’s why IFAW (International Fund for 
Animal Welfare) rescues, rehabilitates and releases 
individual elephants, dolphins and other wildlife. 
 We also advocate for habitat protection 
and sound conservation policy so that animals 
and humans can both have a safe home in our 
shared world. 
 The stories in this magazine highlight IFAW’s 
unique approach and the individual rescue stories 
that give us hope along the long path of building 
a better world for animals and people. I hope you 
enjoy them.

Azzedine Downes – Chief Executive Officer
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Brief news of IFAW’s recent activities 
and successes around the world

Animal Matters

   United States

  China

Giraffes Proposed 
for ESA Protection
  

After an International Union for Conservation 
of Nature assessment conducted last year found 
that the giraffe population has decreased by as 
much as 40 percent over the last 30 years, IFAW 
and a coalition of conservation organizations 
petitioned the US government this spring to list 
the giraffe under the Endangered Species Act.

In addition to being overhunted (primarily 
for illegal bushmeat) and losing their habitat, 
the giraffe is a victim of trophy hunts, and the 
US is a significant importer of their parts and 
products. Between 2006 and 2015, 39,516 separate 
giraffe specimens (including trophies, parts and 
derivatives) came to the US. 

China Pledges 
to End its Ivory 
Trade in 2017

  

The Chinese government has pledged to 
once and for all close its domestic ivory markets 
in 2017. IFAW has advocated for shutting down 
domestic ivory markets in China for decades, 
and the government is taking real steps to save 
elephants. The announcement stipulated a 
phased schedule to revoke some carving licenses 
by March 2017 and to eventually stop all 
commercial ivory carving and retail sales by 
the end of the year. 
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  United Arab Emirates

IFAW Training 
Bali Vets to Tackle 
Rabies Crisis

  

Since 2013, IFAW has worked with the Bali 
Animal Welfare Association to help improve 
dog health and stop the spread of rabies. Now, 
we’ve partnered with Bali’s Udayana University 
to launch Program Dharma. Program Dharma 
has trained young veterinarians in community 
education, basic dog care and humane population 
management to tackle the rabies crisis in 28 
communities. IFAW, BAWA, and Udayana are 
optimistic that Program Dharma will be an 
effective barrier against rabies, and will improve 
the lives of dogs in these 28 communities. 

UAE Bans 
Ownership of 
Wild Animals

  

A newly enacted law in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) has established a long-awaited 
ban on the private ownership and sale of big cats 
and other dangerous exotic animals. Big cats like 
cheetahs, tigers, and even imperiled leopards have 
become popular “pets” across the region, where 
they are viewed by some as status symbols. The 
UAE’s newly established restrictions are founded 
upon the principle that wild animals belong in the 
wild and are not suited to be kept as pets.

Canada Rejects Seal 
Slaughter in Nature 
Reserve

  

The province of Quebec, Canada, rejected a proposal to 
slaughter 1,200 grey seals in Brion Island Nature Reserve, which 
has become an important nursery for grey seals to give birth 
and nurse their pups. Having discovered that a protected area 
is a remarkably good place to find large numbers of the animals 
they wish to kill, sealers have been lobbying for an opening of a 
commercial hunt. But the new proposal for lethal research “to 
analyze the health of the grey seal population” on Brion Island has 
been rejected by Quebec’s fisheries and environment ministries.

   Bali

   Canada 
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Dog Houses to Stem 
Wildlife Conflicts 
in Mexico

  

Jaguars and marine turtles–both endangered 
species–have been having encounters with dogs 
in and around Playa del Carmen. We have 
witnessed dogs going to the beach to scavenge 
marine turtle eggs and attacking adult turtles, 
while in other areas jaguars are attacking and 
killing dogs, ending with angry and fearful owners 
wanting to kill jaguars. In the interest of IFAW’s 
strategic focus on wildlife conservation, and the 
risk of dogs to wildlife safety in some areas, the 
Casitas Azules project seeks to link improved 
dog guardianship with local wildlife conservation. 
Distinctive blue dog houses (casitas azules) are 
made for targeted neighborhoods where dog and 
wildlife interactions have occurred. The growing 
number of blue dog houses will be a symbol of the 
community’s engagement in tackling this issue. 

Launching Youth 
For Wildlife 
Conservation 
Network

  

This year on World Wildlife Day, IFAW 
helped launch the new Youth for Wildlife 
Conservation network, an organization run by 
youth that will bring much needed energy and 
innovation to the conservation movement.

The extraordinary young people in this 
organization first came together last September 
for the first ever Youth Forum for People and 
Wildlife in South Africa (#Youth4Wildlife), 
convened by the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare in the days leading up to the largest 
global convention on wildlife trade.  

As IFAW’s CEO Azzedine Downes asserts, 
“Empowering youth is a first step. Older people, 
people in power today, must LISTEN to proposed 
solutions from the young, ADAPT their ways of 
doing business and economics that protect wildlife 
and natural resources, and IMPLEMENT the laws, 
regulations and economic/cultural shifts necessary 
to secure the future.” 

   Mexico

   South Africa

6



e launched IFAW’s new report 
“Measuring What Matters: True 

Wellbeing for Animals and People,” at the 
Convention for Biological Diversity (CBD) 
meeting in Mexico, to an audience of 
conservationists from more than 100 countries.

The report includes case studies from the 
Jane Goodall Institute and many other animal 
organizations, which illustrate how wild animal 
welfare and conservation benefit people and 
have made communities better off around the 
world.

We tend to increase the things that we 
measure, so it’s important to make sure we are 
measuring what we truly value. 

Using the country of Bhutan’s measure of 
“Gross National Happiness” as a framework, 
this report examines a variety of measurable 
indicators of human wellbeing: psychological 
wellbeing, time use, community vitality, 
cultural diversity, ecological resilience, 
living standard, health, education, and good 
governance. These dimensions often have a 
greater impact on the quality of people’s daily 
lives than does the Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) of a country, which often can be the 
only indicator measured. 

The current elephant poaching crisis as 
well as the dangers that habitat loss and 
illegal trade poses to rhinos, tigers, and 
countless other species are a direct result of 
separating economic goals from the related 
environmental costs. 

Measuring What Matters
Our current global system doesn’t value 

animals, people or the planet over economic 
growth yet. We need to move toward a system 
that measures and promotes the wellbeing of 
animals as well as the wellbeing of people and 
the planet – because what’s good for wildlife 
and the planet is ultimately good for us.

T R U E 

W E L L B E I N G 

F O R  A N I M A L S 

A N D  P E O P L E

Measuring what matters: 

AUSTRALIA | BELGIUM | CANADA | CHINA | FRANCE | GERMANY | INDIA | KENYA | MALAWI | NETHERLANDS

RUSSIA | SOUTH AFRICA | UNITED ARAB EMIRATES | UNITED KINGDOM | UNITED STATES | ZAMBIA

Copyright ©2016 International Fund for Animal Welfare, Inc.  ISBN: 978-1-939464-05-7
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Drawing on lessons learned in Liwonde, a special commando 
unit has helped curb poaching in this Malawian National 
Park, which we hope will return to its former glory days.

By Melanie Mahoney 

Saving the 
Kasungu Landscape

Where we work:

8



Kasungu 
National 
Park

Lake 
Malawi

ulimba, an elephant who lived in Kasungu 
National Park in Malawi, was the recent 

victim of a brutal but ultimately failed 
poaching attempt.

She was shot by a poacher with a bullet 
made from old batteries, the mass of metal and 
chemicals buried deep into her shoulder bone.

She limped with every step until the day she 
fell with a loud cry. 

Kulimba never got up. She 
died a short while later from 
her injuries.

The beautiful Kasungu 
landscape once teemed with 
life. Thriving populations of 
elephants, rhinos and lions 
roamed the park’s nearly 900 
square miles.

In the last 30 years, 
Kasungu has suffered a 
steady loss of wildlife due to 
poaching and human-animal 
conflicts. Elephant numbers 
fell from more than 1,100 
to fewer than 60. Antelope 
species also experienced a 
dramatic decline in numbers 
as demand for bushmeat increased. But 
perhaps one of the greatest tragedies for the 
park happened when wild dogs, cheetahs, 
rhinos and lions were poached to local 
extinction.

The homemade bullets used to fell Kulimba 
and gruesome snares left behind to maim 
anything caught in them cause a great deal of 
pain and suffering to poor individual animals. 

Despite the challenge of Malawi being 
one of the world’s poorest countries, the 
government has now put a significant effort 
into ensuring the protection of its land and 
resources. In 2015, the government asked 

the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare to help its 
wildlife department stop the 
slaughter and return its parks 
to their glory days.  

Officials were well 
aware of our long-term 
conservation programme at 
Liwonde National Park, and 
a programme in Kasungu 
launched with similar hopes.

Though the nation’s 
Department of National 
Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) 

struggled to locate financial support in a 
country largely dependent on aid, funding has 
started to come in, and efforts to restore parks 
and wildlife populations have started. 

Our first goal was to curb the rampant 
poaching occurring in the park. Slash and burn 
agriculture supports most families in the local 
communities, but repeated burning of farm 
fields led to a dramatic depletion of natural 
resources. Hunting for bushmeat became a 
necessity for communities living near the park. 
Once commercial interests took over, demand 
far outweighed supply and wildlife populations 
suffered.

Elephant 
populations 

decreased from

individuals.

to fewer than

60
1,100

K
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An elite Commando Unit was established. 
The rangers were given new equipment and 
put under strict routines composed of morning 
fitness and shooting practice. The response 
to the training has been overwhelmingly 
positive. The unit quickly made successful 
arrests within the park and have assisted with 
investigations in areas surrounding Kasungu. 
The Commandos have played a major role in 
making more than 100 arrests in and around 
the park since December 2015. 

Dixie Makwale, the park’s manager, said he 
doesn’t know what would have happened to 
Kasungu National Park if it weren’t for IFAW 
and the Commando Unit. 

In addition to curbing the number of 
elephants poached, the Commando Unit 
focused its efforts on the cruel poaching 
methods used to kill leopards in the park.

The Wildlife Crime Investigations Unit 
(WCIU) uncovered skins from two of 
Kasungu’s leopards, a fully grown male as well 
as a young female. One of IFAW’s most skilled 
investigators, Raphael Chiwondo, learned the 
poachers use poisoned meat to kill the cats.

When poachers find evidence of a leopard 
– scat, paw prints or claw marks – the poachers 
kill a prey animal and poison the meat. The 
poachers then leave, knowing when they return 
a dead leopard will be waiting for them. In 
the first seven months of 2016, the WCIU 
recovered the skins of 12 leopards, but even 

that is believed to be only a small percentage 
of the total regional leopard skin trade. 

An IFAW-trained and sponsored agent, 
Chiza Ngoni, believes leopard skins and ivory 
are connected in trade. One of Ngoni’s July 
2016 investigations found leopard skins and 
ivory in the same perpetrator’s suitcase. After 
a successful prosecution, the perpetrator was 
jailed for five years. 

Revitalizing a national park is an intricate 
combination of dedicated, passionate 
people, reliable expert knowledge and the 
necessary time. Recovery of landscape and 
wildlife populations often takes years for 
transformation to occur. Wildlife species in 
and around Kasungu are not only protected 
from poachers, but our expert veterinarians 
and researchers track their health, migration 
patterns and reproduction numbers. (In 
Kasungu, the lethal bushmeat trade chiseled 
away the zebra population to a remaining six 
individual animals, but this year, three baby 
zebras were born in the park this year.)

Park rangers and specially trained guards 
monitor the park 24/7 against poachers and 
illegal hunters, so what happened to Kulimba 
will not happen to other animals. 
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Political Advocacy/regional campaign reports

IFAW offices in the UK, 
Netherlands, Germany, France 
and Belgium cooperated on 
a multi-year campaign calling 
for an EU-wide action plan 
for wildlife trade, much like 
the plans that exist for drug 
trafficking and counterfeiting. 
In June 2016 the ‘EU Action 
Plan against Wildlife’ was 

officially embraced by the EU 
Environmental Council. 

The plan defines wildlife 
trade as a serious crime and 
it gives governments the tools 
to better implement existing 
regulation, thus being a huge 
step in battling this devastating 
trade. 

More than 50,000 IFAW 
supporters signed a petition 
asking US President Donald 
Trump to respect the US 
commitment to combatting 
climate change made in the 
Paris Agreement, the landmark 
2015 global accord to slash 
carbon emissions worldwide in 
order to save the planet from 
catastrophic global climate 
change.  

Climate change is expected 
to lead to devastating loss of 
habitat, loss of prey species, 

increased severity and 
frequency of natural disasters, 
and increased human-wildlife 
conflict for hundreds of species.

IFAW works with Emergency 
Response Networks and 
partners around the world 
to better prepare for natural 
disasters, our landscape projects 
aim to avoid human-wildlife 
conflict as land use changes 
in relation to climate, and 
we advocate for measures to 
reduce climate change. 

After several years of IFAW 
campaigning, the Victorian 
Government in Australia 
announced new standards 
to protect koalas from being 
injured, killed and displaced 
during blue gum harvesting in 
South West Victoria.

The Victorian Government 
estimates between 200,000 
– 400,000 koalas live in the 
region, but as their natural 
habitat dwindles, hundreds of 

koalas have taken refuge in 
private blue gum plantations.

The new standards will save 
many koalas from injury and 
death in the short term, but to 
save koalas in the long term, 
we need a new, broad and 
radical landscape approach. 
Significant areas of land need 
to be preserved and protected, 
trees need to be replanted and 
wildlife corridors built to enable 
these koalas to survive. 

EU Wildlife Trafficking 
Action Plan

Advocating for US Action on Climate Change

Saving a Place for Koalas in Australia
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Addressing human-wildlife conflict, poaching pressures and habitat 
degradation in India and Russia will ensure that populations in 

these two crucial countries continue to rebound.
By Scott Lajoie 

Protecting     
the Tiger

potentially dangerous tigress was on the 
prowl in very close proximity to human 

establishments in Tezpur, India, last year. 
Although her actions were believed to be in 
self-defense as she had used only her claws, 
allegedly, she encountered and seriously 
injured a local boy.

Concerned for the welfare of local villagers 
and the tigress herself, International Fund for 
Animal Welfare-Wildlife Trust of India (IFAW-
WTI) mobile veterinary service staff rushed 
out to locate her and found her with the help 
of some disturbed monkey chatter. The tigress 
was lying in front of an abandoned structure in 
an area covered with thick brush.

After she was darted and fully sedated, they 
placed the animal on a folding stretcher and 
transferred her into a trap cage. In transit to 
Nameri National Park, water was sprayed on 
her to keep her cool. 

The cage was unloaded in a quiet part of 
the park. After the door was pulled open, the 
tigress slowly moved into the forest, hopefully 
never to come in a dangerous human contact 
situation again.

Later last year, responding to an emergency 
call from Dolabari after a tiger attack on a 
woman, the same team dispatched once again. 
Realizing a darting and relocation might be 
too dangerous, the team decided to “drive” 
the tiger towards Bura Chapori or Laokhowa 
forests or perhaps even Kaziranga National 

Park. The tiger, suspected to be a full-grown 
adult male, was spotted briefly during the 
drive. Pugmarks found the next morning 
suggested that the tiger was successfully 
relocated.

The International Fund for Animal 
Welfare has long helped governments address 
human-animal conflict to save individuals and 
bolster population numbers that have been 
precariously low in recent decades. Combined 
with anti-poaching efforts and other habitat 
restoration initiatives, this work has helped the 
tiger rebound in Russia as well as India.

India’s environment minister announced 
in early 2015 that tiger populations in 
India had rebounded 30 percent thanks to 
targeted conservation efforts. Findings of 
the quadrennial tiger census from New Delhi 
reported that India boasted about 2,200 tigers 
in the wild, up from 1,700 in 2010. India may 
now be home to anywhere from 50 to 70 
percent of the world’s wild tiger population, 
which is estimated at 3,700 to 4,200 individuals.

Likewise, in a 1996 census of the Far 
East’s Amur tiger population, the Russian 
government and affiliated NGO’s announced 
that only between 330 and 370 tigers lived in a 
significantly smaller range than had historically 
existed (In the 1930s, the population may 
have bottomed out at just 20-30 individuals, 
leaving many to believe extinction was in its 
near future). Nearly 20 years later, however, 

A
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when the government posted another estimate, 
officials said the total Amur tiger population in 
Russia may have been as high as 540.

The progress from these two countries is 
good news for the 13 tiger range countries 
who pledged in 2010 to double the world’s 
tiger population by the next Year of the Tiger 
(2022). (Numbers in Indonesia and Malaysia 
unfortunately have shown no such increases; in 
fact, the last century saw three tiger subspecies 
in the other range countries go extinct.)

The gains in Russia and India are so much 
more impressive because we know that the 
threats in those countries still loom large. 
Efforts to overcome those threats are winning.

Some believe that tiger poaching in India 
was actually at its highest level ever in 2016, 
driven by an omnipresent luxury market in 
Asia that demands the animal’s bones for 
tiger bone wine and its one-of-a-kind pelt. 
A 2014 Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna 
(CITES) report found that “‘wealth’ [is] 
replacing ‘health’ as a primary consumer 
motivation” and tiger parts “are now 
consumed less as medicine and more as exotic 
luxury products.” 

The IFAW-WTI partnership also assists 
local anti-poaching efforts by providing better 
field equipment and focused training in 
wildlife crime prevention to the forest guards 
that patrol India’s protected areas. Thus far 
we have trained and equipped around 16,000 
frontline forest personnel throughout India 
and Bhutan.

IFAW-WTI disrupts the illegal wildlife trade 
chain as well. From 2013 to 2015, IFAW-WTI 
field personnel helped enforcement agencies 
plan and conduct 14 undercover operations, 
resulting in 51 arrests and seizures of 1 tiger 
skin, 1 tiger trophy, 19 kilograms of tiger bone, 
12 leopard skins, 21 leopard and lion claws, 
among other illegal wildlife products. The 
work continues today.

Poaching in Far East Russia is also a 
concern, that is why IFAW donated funds to 
purchase an all-terrain vehicle dubbed the 
“Bobr” for protection and monitoring of the 
released tigers in Zhuravliny sanctuary in the 
Jewish Autonomous Region. Since the ATV 
has been in use, levels of poaching there have 
gone down. Patrols also help prepare for fire 
season, which can also affect the health and 
lives of the preserves’ resident tigers.

The other problem is one that affects 
all wildlife: habitat loss. As India’s human 
population has grown exponentially in the past 
several decades, so have the anthropogenic 
pressures exerted on wild habitats, which leads 
to encounters with tigers.

But intervention is a band-aid measure to a 
deeper problem.

That is why IFAW-WTI, with state forest 
departments in India, identified 88 corridors 
in a 2005 publication titled Right of Passage 
(that number has since increased to 101 due 
to burgeoning population pressures on the 
natural ecosystem and the developmental 
needs associated with people). They were 
originally established for Asian elephants, but 
there is much overlap with tiger habitat and 
migration as well.

In January, when WTI announced that 
the Chilla-Motichur Elephant Corridor, a 
vital habitat linkage between the Chilla and 
Motichur Ranges of Rajaji Tiger Reserve in 
the northern state of Uttarakhand was free 
of human habitation, it was nothing short of 
a conservation milestone. Twelve years of 
painstaking groundwork, with the support 
of the government of Uttarakhand, resulted 
in moving the final householders out of the 
corridor to safe locations, thus giving the right 
of passage to tigers and elephants.

Poaching 
in India was believed 

to be at its 

highest 
level ever
in 2016
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Amur tiger population in 
Russia could have risen 
from 320 to 540 in the last 
20 years

Human-wildlife conflict may seem less a 
concern in the sparsely populated Amur tiger 
range. Between 2013 and 2014 with IFAW 
support Primorskii Regional Non-commercial 
Organization “The Centre for Rehabilitation 
and Reintroduction of Tigers and Other Rare 
Animals” released six tigers. Rehabilitated 
tigers Kuzya, Ilona, Borya and Svetlaya have 
been tracked and are establishing territories 
of their own, and Zolushka has found a mate 
and produced two offspring, a sixth, Ustin, was 
caught after months of wandering near human 
settlements along the Chinese-Russian border 
and was ultimately taken to the Rostov-on-
Don zoo in response to public safety concerns 
(Ustin seriously injured his forepaws).

Tracking the remaining tigers is crucial in 
understanding their wild behaviors, but also in 
keeping them away from potential conflict.

Any conflict resulting in the death of a tiger, 
any poaching incident, any pressure on existing 
populations from human encroachment are 
steps backward in the fight to conserve this 
remarkable species. 
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Profile

ver the years, Brian Sharp, the manager 
of IFAW’s Marine Mammal Rescue and 

Research team, has been called on to lead 
rescues of a range of different animals in a 
variety of situations.

There have been the strandings, of course, 
of dolphins and porpoises around Cape Cod. 
While those calls historically come in fits and 
starts throughout a year, the numbers in the 
first few months of 2017 have proven to be 
significantly higher than previous years (with 
the exception of the historic 2012 season). 
What’s more, lately these dolphins have been 
primarily females with calves, versus the norm 
over the last decade of a high proportion of 
young males. These females and calves seem to 
be exhibiting higher levels of stress and shock, 
and many are not surviving the initial physical 
impacts of the strandings like dolphins have in 
previous years.

While the team routinely responds to 
common and Atlantic white-sided dolphins, as 
well as harbor porpoises, the very first day of 
2017 presented the team with a mass stranding 
of a species that usually dwells far offshore and 
is not prone to strand—the Risso’s dolphin. 
The team was pressed to their limit as they 
moved the massive stranded dolphins, some of 
which were over 1,000 pounds, from the mud 
for health assessments, treatment and transport 
to a release site.

Then there have been the disentanglements.
When some Reykjavík whale watching 

companies had sighted a badly entangled 
humpback during their daily tours in Faxaflói 
Bay, the Icelandic authorities called for 
assistance. Sharp boarded a plane to Iceland 
within hours, got on a boat, tracked down the 
whale, and led a multinational team in the 
disentanglement efforts. After two days of 
efforts at sea, they were successful and that 
lucky humpback lived to swim another day.

Last summer, Sharp and team embarked 
on a new initiative to dart, track and free Cape 
Cod seals of life-threatening entanglements 
usually caused from monofilament netting. 
They partnered with frequent collaborator 
Marine Mammal Centre of Sausalito, 
California, which had already been employing 
the darting technique on California sea 
lions. They recorded their first successful 
disentanglement ever on a seal in July and 
performed three more later in the fall. 
Presently, the team is already hard at work on 
improving their efforts for this spring when 
gray seals return to Chatham as they aim to 
free more seals in danger this year than ever 
before. 

Finally, there was Washburn.
Sharp had been a field biologist for the 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission before relocating to Cape Cod 
and joining the local stranding network. Being 
based in New England he wasn’t expecting 
to ever be able to work with manatees again. 
Ironically, Sharp has twice had to respond to 

O

Brian Sharp’s leadership of the marine mammal rescue team has ensured 
better lives for distressed dolphins, whales, seals and even a manatee.

First Responder

16

Profile:



Profile Profile

wayward manatees who had left their usual 
habitat of warm Florida waters and headed 
north. While a much-publicized response 
in 2008 to one named Dennis — who was 
unfortunately too sick to be saved — sadly 
ended in his death while en route to a hospital 
in Florida, last year’s rescue of Washburn, 
who was discovered to be pregnant during 
a short rehabilitation stint in Connecticut 
before heading to Florida to be released, was a 
stunning success.

None of these rescues would have been 
possible without Sharp’s steadfast leadership 
and relentless persistence to use science and 
experience to bolster success rates and improve 
animal welfare.

Sharp admits that a marine mammal rescue 
manager has to be adaptable. 
“We repeatedly find ourselves 
needing to switch gears 
quickly,” he says. Oftentimes 
Sharp and the team have little 
time to ratchet down after a 
response and reflect on what 
was successful and what could 
be done better before another 
emergency arises. Sometimes 
the best laid plans to embark 
on a new initiative must 
be put on hold by the most 
recent call for help.

Other factors upset 
plans—weather, nightfall, sea conditions, the 
unpredictable behaviors of wild animals—and 
Sharp has to remain positive even when the 
smallest change can compromise a long and 
well-planned rescue.

In the rescue of Washburn, Sharp is thankful 
that the team was able to react and mobilize 
so quickly and efficiently to be able to rescue 
the manatee when they did. The team knew 
they were fighting a clock because as the New 
England fall progressed, the dropping water 
temperature would pass a critical threshold 
that would cause injury and eventual death to 
the animal. Only four days after they rescued 
her, the water temperatures plummeted below 
that threshold.

When it comes to the seal sedations, success 

lies in knowing the odds and making fast and 
often difficult judgment calls. Sharp wants to 
go after good candidates for success, but must 
also weigh the urgency of a life threatening 
entanglement. It also requires excellent aim to 
dart the intended seal among hundreds, and 
the dogged pursuit of the animal afterward to 
ensure that they are then freed of their painful 
entanglement.

Strandings are like clinics in people 
management. Brian leads an experienced 
team of biologists, veterinarians, apprentices 
and interns, as well as scores of volunteer 
responders across Cape Cod and beyond. 
Sometimes these groups are spread out across 
different beaches and towns during large 
events.

Sharp knows that the 
copious amount of data they 
gather in rescues of dolphins 
and seals not only informs 
them of ways to streamline 
their actions, but adds to 
the knowledge of why and 
how animals strand and get 
entangled in the first place, 
which hopefully one day will 
start to reduce responses.

But for now, “there is 
unfortunately no shortage 
of work,” he says. Sharp and 
his team can be found on the 

Wellfleet flats searching for dolphins in distress, 
motoring near seal haul-outs identifying 
good candidates for disentanglement off the 
coast of Chatham, or sharing his expertise 
with responders in another part of the world. 
No matter the place, one thing is certain, 
thousands of marine mammals are alive today 
because of what he and his team have achieved.

The IFAW Marine Mammal Rescue and 
Research team (originally the Cape Cod 
Stranding Network) has provided marine 
mammal stranding response to Cape Cod and 
southeastern Massachusetts since December 
1998. Recently the team passed 4,000 stranded 
animal responses in its record books. 

Data adds to the 
knowledge of why 

and how animals 
strand and get 

entangled in the 
first place.
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Wildlife trade summit is 
a ‘do or die’ moment for 
endangered animals
 “The proposals are based on scientific evidence, but 
national political agendas loom large too. The stakes 
are high for so many species and we must make certain 
that sound science and the precautionary principle 
are deciding factors and not short-term political or 
economic interests,” said Azzedine Downes, CEO of the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare.

IFAW in the News
Coverage from various media outlets around the world.

‘‘
‘‘Ten dolphins rescued from 

Wellfleet Harbour on New 
Year’s Day
Rescue teams braved cold and biting winds 
as they trudged through the thick mud in the 
harbour to safely move the dolphins, one-by-one.

“The elephant is a flagship for the wider ecosystem,” said 
Kelvin Alie of the International Fund for Animal Welfare. 
“When you protect the elephant and its habitat, all the 
species living in this habitat benefit from this action.”

BURNING IVORY, 
WAGING WAR: 
world battles poaching in 2016

China Bans Its Ivory Trade, Moving 
Against Elephant Poaching
…Grace Ge Gabriel, the Asia director for the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare, wrote on Friday that she was “overwhelmed with joy” 
at China’s announcement. She said the legal market in China had long 
provided cover for the illegal market, and it had also sent “a confusing 
message to consumers that it is OK to buy ivory.”

But the new policy, she said, “demonstrates the Chinese government’s 
determination to save elephants.”…
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IFAW  on Social Media
Tweets, posts and pictures on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.

International Fund for Animal Welfare - 
IFAW
26 January · 

IFAW
@action4ifaw

We NEED to listen to the scientists who are warning us that the next 
decade is our *last* chance to avoid reaching a point of no return with 
our climate. We are destroying our planet and so too all of the animals 
who live on it. Sign your name! Tell President Trump that he needs to 
listen to us and to the sound science behind climate change.

1,152 likes        5w
action4ifawSIX days left to share your voice! Help 
us add leopards to the @USFWS endangered list, 
using the link in our profile today! (U.S. residents) 
© Kate Watson

action4ifaw

Happy to announce that an elephant 
corridor initiated in 2005 in India is now 
a conservation milestone to celebrate! 
http://g.ifaw.org/2kuIm6o

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

‘‘
‘‘

IFAW
@action4ifaw

BREAKING this morning, as IFAW and  
@kwskenya fit lion with satellite radio collar in 
Amboseli, Kenya!  http://g.ifaw.org/2jpbn2U

Silent extinction: Giraffe 
numbers have fallen 

more than 40% in just 
the past 30 years. IFAW 

increases focus: 
http://g.ifaw.org/2gPrgRp 

action4ifaw

1,155 likes  9w
action4ifawLazola Sotyingwa has been involved with IFAW’s 
Mdzananda Animal Clinic in Cape Town, South Africa for 20 
years - currently the clinic’s longest standing staff member! 
Lazola was only 12 years old when he started following the 
clinic’s founder, Joe Manchu, around the community to help 
him to feed and bathe dogs. Lazola is now an animal welfare 
assistant and considers the clinic staff and animals his 
second family! THANK YOU, Lazola! 🐾 You can read a “day in
the life” story from Lazola via the link in our bio!
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Amazingly, 1 in every 6 of the animals saved and cared 
for by IFAW is thanks to gifts in our supporters’ wills.

Which One Will You Save?
Is it this one?

Or this one?
Him?

Or her? Maybe one of 
these two?

International Fund for Animal Welfare 
301 1/2 Bank Street, Unit 2 

Ottawa ON  K2P 1X7

info@ifaw.org

United States                                                                                
International Headquarters 

1350 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Suite 1220 

Washington, DC 20036

United Kingdom 
87-90 Albert Embankment 

London SE1 7UD 
Registered charity number 1024806

Offices also in: China • France • Germany • India • Malawi • Netherlands • Russia • United Arab Emirates • Zambia

Founded in 1969, IFAW today has offices in 16 countries around the world. IFAW rescues individual animals 
and advocates for the protection of wildlife populations and their habitats 

Belgium 
1 Boulevard Charlemagne, 

Bte. 72 
B-1041 Brussels 

Canada 
301 1/2 Bank Street, Unit 2 

Ottawa, ON K2P 1X7

Australia 
6 Belmore Street 

Surry Hills NSW 2010

South Africa 
Suite 3, Steenburg House 

Steenburg Office Park 
Silverwood Close, Tokai 7945

Kenya 
ACS Plaza, 2nd Floor 

Lenana Road 
Nairobi 00603

“I first joined IFAW as a teenager 
concerned about the fate of baby seals. I have 
been encouraged over the years to see IFAWs 
remit extend globally to wherever animal 
suffering occurs, as well as helping protect the 
environment and endangered species.

“My husband and I have recently made 
new wills, and it was a simple process to 

allocate set amounts to the charities of 
my choice, including IFAW. It gives me 
some pleasure to think that what I have 
worked for over my life will help improve 
the lives of animals in the future. I can 
think of no better legacy.”

–Judy Gould

CA

A Legacy of Life ... the Easiest Gift to Give
For more information about including IFAW in your will or to tell us you already have, 
please contact Laurie Wilson at 888 500 4329 ext.222 or by email at lwilson@ifaw.org

We’ll be delighted to hear from you.


