
Vote for a 
Whale friendly
Australia 

STAND WITH THE WHALE AND DOLPHIN PARTY,  
DEMAND A WHALE-FRIENDLY AUSTRALIA

Australians are a whale-loving people. Since we 
banned whaling in 1978, we’ve become a global 
champion for whales and one the world’s leading 
whale watching destinations. The whales that come 
to our shores every year are a source of delight and 
inspiration but in our modern world they face more 
threats than ever before.
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WILBUR WHALE 

Your candidate with a 

heart the size of a golf cart, 

who lives and breathes  

the ocean.



MAKE WHALING HISTORY

Japan has already killed 333 minke whales in its 
new ‘scientific’ research program in the Southern 
Ocean, and plans to kill early 4,000 whales in total 
over the next decade or so. We need an Australian 
Government that will ensure the upcoming meeting 
of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) 
rejects Japan’s new scientific whaling program, 
and if Japan refuses to withdraw it, launch further 
international legal action against Japan under the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.

CREATE WHALE-SAFE  
SHIPPING SUPER-HIGHWAYS

With shipping continuing to grow around Australia, 
including in whale nurseries like the Great Barrier 
Reef, Australia needs a ship strike strategy to 
prevent whale deaths and injuries from collisions 
with ships. Such a strategy should include the 
introduction of whale zones in the Great Barrier  
Reef to limit ship speeds in key humpback whale 
nursery areas, and identify other potential ship  
strike hotspots in Australia, moving shipping lanes  
to separate ships and whales if necessary.

MAKE MARINE RESERVES A REALITY

New Commonwealth Marine Reserves were 
proclaimed in 2013 but the Abbott Government 
then suspended these reserves and introduced 
an unnecessary review, leaving them nothing but 
lines on a map or ‘paper parks’. The Australian 
Government must introduce new management plans 
for these reserves as a matter of priority, maintaining 
sanctuary zones and protecting whale habitat.

MAKE BOATIES BEHAVE AROUND  
WHALES AND DOLPHINS

The next Australian Government must finalise 
the review of Australia’s guidelines for whale and 
dolphin watching and ensure these are enforced 
in Commonwealth and State waters. This includes 
making sure recreational boaties know how to 
behave around whales, for example, by introducing 
questions in boat licence tests about behaviour 
around whales and dolphins.

INTRODUCE AN OCEAN NOISE ACTION PLAN

It’s not often you hear politicians calling for silence 
but that’s what our oceans need. Man-made noise 
pollution in our oceans is a serious threat to whales 
and is increasing all the time as we industrialise our 
oceans. We need an action plan to turn down ocean 
noise pollution from sources such as oil and gas 
exploration, shipping and military activities
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Our Government can and must maintain our position as a global leader in whale  
conservation, with modern policies to tackle these threats. The Whale and Dolphin Party will:


