
Earthquakes. Fires. Floods. Tsunamis. Hurricanes. Armed 
confl ict and cruelty. When disasters happen, animals 
don’t have to be the forgotten victims. Since 1999, IFAW 
disaster response teams have deployed around the 
world to help dogs and cats, farm animals and wildlife 
in danger from natural disasters and human confl icts. 

In all, IFAW has helped more than 200,000 animals in some of the world’s worst 
disasters. Since 1999, our disaster response teams have deployed around the 
world to help animals in danger from the effects of natural disasters as well as 
from armed confl icts and animal cruelty situations, such as hoarding or dog fi ghting.

Whether it is a dog abandoned in an armed confl ict zone, a cow or goat facing 
starvation and disease after an earthquake, or wildlife orphaned by a fl ood, IFAW 
attends to animals’ immediate needs for survival and safety and endeavors to 
release wildlife back to the wild and reunite companion animals with their families. 

IFAW also helps communities prepare for future disasters. We form partnerships with 
local governments, animal protection groups and other stakeholders before, during 
and after an emergency to ensure long-term well-being of animals. This Emergency 
Relief Network (ERN) model enhances the ability of communities to protect animals 
by reducing risks to the entire family, animals included. 

IFAW teamed with partner Global Alliance for Animals and People 
(GAAP) to rescue horses like Dulce after wildfi res in Chile.

IFAW has helped 
MORE THAN 

200,000
pets, farm animals 

and wildlife in the wake 
of disasters

After the 2010 
earthquake, IFAW treated 

MORE THAN 
68,000 

animals in Haiti

IFAW/Wildlife Trust of 
India cared for 

4,000 ANIMALS 
affected by severe fl ooding 

in India in 2016

IFAW has helped house 
OVER 1,500 

DOGS AND CATS 
at shelters in war-torn 

Eastern Ukraine

 In 2016, IFAW helped 
to rescue 

MORE THAN 1,000 
neglected farm animals 

in Massachusetts

ANIMAL RESCUE: 
DISASTER RESPONSE 



Saving lives and supporting recovery
IFAW maintains teams of highly trained professionals that rush into disaster zones to rescue animals, 
give them emergency medical care and attend to their immediate needs for survival and safety. Through 
our Emergency Relief Networks (ERN)s, we improve local capacity for emergency responses that use 
established best practices for the welfare and survival of animals. 

ERN members include animal 
groups, networks, agencies, and 

organizations that are trained and 
equipped to respond to animals 
impacted by disaster. IFAW also 

promotes disaster risk-reduction 
planning and educates the local 

community on proper animal care.

More than 20,000 people were 
homeless due to the 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake that struck Ecuador in 
April 2016. As a result, hundreds 

of dogs, horses and backyard farm 
animals, and a variety of wildlife 

needed care. We supported several 
local organizations with resources 
to treat injuries and illnesses, as 

well as feed, vaccinate and 
reunite animals with their families.

IFAW is a founding member of 
the National Animal Rescue and 
Sheltering Coalition (NARSC) in the 
US. We manage ERNs in India, the 
United States, Southeast Asia and 
South America.

Myanmar saw higher than average 
monsoon rainfall in both 2015 and 
2016. IFAW rescued animals and 
helped to design and implement a 
risk reduction plan that will help save 
more animals in the future. Our local, 
collaborative Disaster Response 
Committee has almost completed 
plans for earthen platforms where 
the most exposed livestock can take 
refuge during fl oods.

Our disaster relief team 
responded to two devastating 
earthquakes in Nepal in 2015. 
Working with local partners, 
we were on hand to assess 
the well-being of animals in 
Kathmandu and the surrounding 
areas and treat as many 
injuries as possible.
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Before Hurricane Matthew, in 2016, 
IFAW provided expert staff to assist 
a local partner in Jamaica with 
evacuation plans and preparations. 
Soon the hurricane hit the US, and 
we deployed an animal search and 
rescue team, transport vehicles, and 
emergency sheltering supplies to 
North Carolina. Total animals helped 
during this event was over 300.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
 Make a plan for taking your pets 

with you in the case of a disaster

 Check to see if your local 
community disaster shelter 
will accept people who evacuate 
with their pets

 Always microchip your pets and 
have a collar on your pet with their 
ID and your contact information

 Make a donation today and your 
family can help IFAW continue to 
save lives worldwide

 Become a Champion for Animals 


