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As the human population continues to grow, the planet faces unprecedented stress:

•   Critical habitats are 
degraded and threatened 
by development and  
climate change.

•   Animal extinction  
rates are surging from 
loss of habitat, poaching 
and other pressures.

•   Individual animals  
suffer from  
human-wildlife  
conflict and cruelty.

IFAW works to address 
these challenges 
and to build a world 
in which animals live 
free from cruelty and 
suffering, among 
thriving biodiversity,  
on a healthy planet.

TRANSFORMING  
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION,  

ONE ANIMAL AT A TIME

IFAW goals

PROTECTING 
KEYSTONE  

SPECIES

SAVING  
INDIVIDUAL  

ANIMALS

CONSERVING 
CRITICAL  
HABITAT

Maasai community members signed a 
lease agreement with IFAW to provide 
income for community members and 
protect corridors that provide elephant 
interconnectivity between Amboseli 
National Park and other protected areas 
in southern Kenya and northern Tanzania.



IFAW supports ranger training, counter-
poaching projects and migratory corridors 
between tiger preserves in Central India. India 
is home to about half of the world’s remaining 
wild tigers.

From great blue whales trying to 
navigate the busy shipping lanes 
off the coast of Sri Lanka, to tigers 
struggling for survival in India’s 
shrinking jungles, to elephant 
families destroyed by poachers, 
wildlife are under extreme stress in 
these habitats - we call them Extreme 
Landscapes and Seascapes.

IFAW prioritises its investments  
in highly threatened landscapes 
under intense pressure from: 

 • climate change 
 • habitat fragmentation 
 • human-animal conflict
 • poaching 

By establishing wildlife migration 
corridors, supporting sustainable 
community development, and 
reducing human-wildlife conflict 
in these habitats, IFAW seeks to 
demonstrate that people and wildlife 
can thrive together, even in the most 
challenging environments.

IFAW promotes the regulation of 
shipping lanes in places like the 

southern coast of Sri Lanka, whose 
busy commercial navigation is 

responsible for the deaths of as 
many as 100 highly endangered blue 

whales each year.

IFAW scientists supported the release of Zolushka, a rehabilitated 
orphan Amur tiger, into a sparsely populated area of eastern Russia 
in 2013. Zolushka later gave birth to two healthy cubs, helping to 
repopulate viable habitat that hasn’t had tigers for four decades.

IFAW works with local communities 
to protect critical elephant migration 
corridors in India, Kenya, Malawi and 
Zambia, helping elephant populations 
avoid human-wildlife conflict and 
adapt to changes in climate and 
habitat.

CONSERVING CRITICAL ANIMAL HABITAT: 
PROTECTING EXTREME LANDSCAPES 
AND ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE

To protect critical feeding grounds for the 
western gray whale, IFAW research and 

advocacy, in partnership with other NGOs, 
resulted in the relocation of a major gas 

pipeline near Sakhalin Island, Russia.



In Malawi, IFAW relocated 83 
elephants who were in continuous 

conflict with villagers, to a protected 
reserve many miles away. The move 

saved elephants from a proposed cull 
while protecting villagers from future 

conflict.

IFAW advocates for endangered 
animals like pangolins, the world’s 
most trafficked mammal.

IFAW’s report on Internet wildlife 
trade and related research helped 

Russia’s Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment crack 
down on multiple illegal traff icking 

operations.

IFAW’s tenBoma programme 
works closely with Kenya Wildlife 
Service, NGOs and community 
scout programmes to gather and 
analyse data and deliver actionable 
intelligence to rangers in the field, 
with the goal of stopping poachers 
before they kill.

“ As a long- time supporter of IFAW, I have been 
consistently impressed by its effectiveness at 
all levels, from international partnership with 
organisations such as INTERPOL to the hands-on 
training IFAW does with frontline ranger personnel  
in places such as India, Russia and Bhutan.” 
— Bob Zoellick, former President of the World Bank 
and Chairman, Global Tiger Initiative

PROTECTING KEYSTONE SPECIES  
AND ENDANGERED POPULATIONS:  
COUNTER-POACHING AND  
WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING
IFAW concentrates its conservation 
efforts on keystone species such 
as elephants, rhinos and tigers. By 
protecting these critical species, which 
serve as indicators of the health of 
entire landscapes, we help protect 
other species and their habitats, 
as well as the communities whose 
survival depends on the health of the 
ecosystem and its biodiversity.

IFAW fights wildlife crime at 
every point in the supply chain. 
We manage cutting edge counter-
poaching programmes on the 
ground in Africa and Asia, we 
conduct counter-trafficking training 
in key air, land and ocean transit 
hubs across the globe. And we run 
highly effective social behaviour 
change programmes focused on 
reducing the demand for ivory in 
China. 

IFAW’s partnership with 
the Wildlife Trust of India 
reintroduced rhinos into 
Manas National Park, 
India, along the border 
of Bhutan and India and 
continues to protect them 
from poachers.



SAVING INDIVIDUAL ANIMALS:  
WILDLIFE RESCUE AND  

CRISIS RESPONSE
As climate change elevates the intensity of natural 
disasters and brings more animals into conflict with 
humans, IFAW’s rescue team, field staff and emergency 
response partners, help rescue wildlife in threatened 
landscapes, rehabilitate orphaned elephants, tigers, bears 
and other species, and when possible, return them to the 
wild to help regenerate populations fighting extinction.

IFAW runs one of the world’s most sophisticated animal 
rescue programmes on land and at sea via its dedicated 
staff, and an emergency response network we coordinate 
and foster around the world. IFAW provides on-the-
ground response within 24 hours of natural disasters and 
man-made crises, helping communities rescue and care 
for animal populations in the wake of calamities like 
hurricanes, earthquakes and human conflict.

IFAW’s Humane Community Development Programme 
helps communities in developing and post-conflict 
countries find ways to manage their dog populations 
humanely and sustainably, saving individual animals and 
developing long-term solutions that improve the lives of 
both animals and people.

IFAW has helped more than 200,000 
animals in the wake of disasters, from 

stranded wildlife to family pets to 
small farm animals that are essential 

to rural livelihoods. 

IFAW’s Marine Mammal Rescue and 
Research team (MMRR) provides rapid 
response and humane care to stranded 
animals and promotes the conservation 
of marine mammal species through 
research and education.

“I like working with IFAW, because 
it’s an organisation that has heart 
and compassion, exemplifying my 

longtime credo ‘every individual 
matters, every individual makes 

a difference.’”— Dr. Jane 
Goodall, DBE, UN Messenger 

of Peace and IFAW Honourary 
Board Member

IFAW helps communities 
care for their companions 
through urgent, hands-on 
care at flagship projects 
around the world, as well 
as through our Humane 
Community Development 
programme for long-
term companion animal 
management, which we 
implement in partnership 
with UNDP.



IFAW Russia pioneered the rescue 
and release of orphaned bear cubs 

and convened bear experts from 
nine countries to share rehabilitation 

best practices.

INNOVATION:  
USING SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY  
FOR CONSERVATION

IFAW invests in the creation and dissemination of 
cutting edge research, new technologies, animal 
rescue and conservation protocols, and community 
development approaches that serve as models 
for change around the world. We test and refine 
these innovations with our partners and local 
communities, with the goal of alleviating human-
animal conflict, stopping wildlife crime, and 
protecting threatened landscapes.

“  Elephants, tigers and 
many other iconic 
species are in crisis due 
to poaching, habitat 
loss and human-wildlife 
conflict. IFAW does 
incredible work both 
on the ground and on a 
global level to protect 
animals whose very 
future is at risk. I’m proud 
my Foundation supports 
IFAW and we look 
forward to continuing our 
work together to protect 
our planet’s vast and 
magnificent biodiversity.” 
— Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Actor, Environmentalist 
and IFAW Honourary 
Board Member

IFAW’s tenBoma project in Kenya 
uses an open-source geo-database, 
customised software and mobile 
technology to help the Kenya Wildlife 
Service identify and defeat poaching 
networks.

Vivek Menon, a leading IFAW 
scientist and chair of the IUCN 
Asian Elephant Specialist Group, 
conducted pioneering research 
on elephant landscapes in South 
Asia and developed a framework 
for corridors, connecting 
increasingly isolated elephant 
populations. Governments and 
prominent NGOs consider 
Menon’s work the def initive 
roadmap for effective elephant 
conservation in the region.

Acoustic buoys detect the presence of 
endangered whales, and the whale app 
alerts mariners to slow down and avoid 
ship strikes. 

High efficiency cooking stoves, 
installed in 1,450 households in 
Central India, have improved indoor 
air quality for women (traditional 
stove pictured) and have reduced 
the number of trees felled for fuel by 
an estimated 2,500 trees per year.



IFAW’s CEO Azzedine Downes 
joined Jane Goodall to discuss 
the impact of climate change on 
habitats and wildlife at the UN 
Climate Conference in Paris.

IFAW’s Animal Action Education 
programmes reach more than f ive  
million school children in 15 
countries each year. 

IFAW’s 20-year advocacy campaign 
to block seal fur imports to Europe 

dramatically diminished the 
commercial seal hunt in Canada. 

IFAW supports education in local 
communities, such as this school 
near Liwonde National Park, Malawi, 
where IFAW provides opportunities for 
sustainable livelihoods and encourages 
children to respect and protect wildlife. 

Solving the world’s most 
pressing conservation challenges 
requires collaboration and 
partnership. IFAW takes pride 
in our collaborative approach, 
working with governments, 
NGOs, scientific and academic 
institutions, and communities 
across the globe. In order to 
advance our mission, we magnify 
our work via:

•  Advocacy. With a team of policy 
and communications experts, 
IFAW promotes local, national 
and international policies to better 
protect animals, wildlife and their 
habitats.

•  Education. Our education and 
outreach programmes reach more 
than 7.5 million people every year 
with animal welfare and wildlife 
conservation topics.

•  Social and Behaviour Change. 
IFAW integrates social change 
initiatives into our projects to 
address the human attitudes and 
behaviours behind threats to 
animals and the environment.

Over the past f ive years, IFAW 
attracted more than £40.9 
million in donated media and 
achieved an 80% urban market 
penetration in China with its ivory 
demand reduction ad campaign, 
featuring top Chinese celebrities. 
In 2016, IFAW was named a top 
20 brand by China’s outdoor 
advertising association.

“ I have supported IFAW’s work for many years, 
and I deeply appreciate IFAW’s collaborative, 
community-focused approach to conservation. 
NGOs and communities need to work together 
to solve the tough conservation challenges, and 
IFAW serves as an example of this key principle.”  
—  Goran Visnjic, Actor, Conservationist and  
IFAW Honourary Board Member

MAGNIFICATION:  
EDUCATING + ADVOCATING FOR CHANGE



APPLICATION:  
BUILDING COMMUNITY CAPACITY  

+ SUSTAINED ENGAGEMENT

Since its inception in 1969, the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare 
(IFAW) has raised and invested more 
than £1.5 billion to advance its mission 
of making the world a better place for 
people and animals. With more than 
260 employees, IFAW runs cutting-edge 
animal welfare and wildlife conservation 
initiatives in more than 40 countries 
spanning six continents.

With the support of IFAW partnerships, Maasai 
community members work to avoid human-
elephant conflict, reporting suspected poachers 
and protecting the corridors that allow elephant 
herds to migrate between National Parks in 
Kenya and northern Tanzania. Our efforts help 
to maintain the genetic connectivity that is so 
important for healthy animal populations.
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