
The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) is 
working with governments, customs officers and security 
personnel to protect wildlife from poaching and illegal 
wildlife trade, particularly elephants, who are being killed in 
droves to fuel a demand for ivory.

IFAW advocates that governments invest resources in 
preventing international illegal trade, in ensuring their 
domestic markets are not promoting that trade, and in 
tackling new and emerging methods of illegal trade such as 
sales over the Internet.

Since international 
collaboration in wildlife 
crime enforcement is 
critical to protecting 
elephants, IFAW has 
supported INTERPOL 
enforcement projects, has 
worked with international 
bodies to promote policies 
to fight illegal wildlife 
trade, and has participated 
in wide-ranging campaigns 
to educate international 

audiences on the ramifications of purchasing ivory.

Poaching Prevention
IFAW is focusing anti-poaching efforts in locations in Africa 
and India where elephant poaching is most severe and where 
governments have requested support.

IFAW has conducted anti-poaching and wildlife crime 
training in Cameroon, Chad, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, the 
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Democratic Republic of the Congo, Congo-Brazzaville, India 
and Bhutan. We are also working in collaboration with regional 
governments and NGOs to develop a wildlife enforcement 
network for the Horn of Africa region. 

To complement other IFAW conflict-resolution and population 
assessment programs, we have provided support for wildlife 
scouts, rangers and other anti-poaching patrols in Kenya’s 
Meru, Tsavo, and Amboseli National Parks, Malawi’s Liwonde 
National Park, and Manas National Park in Assam, India.

In many places, obtaining the basic necessities – food, water, 
clothing and shelter – makes a ranger’s job even harder. In 
addition to training personnel, IFAW provides uniforms, shoes, 
canteens and hammocks with mosquito netting to rangers on 
the front line protecting elephants.

Combating Elephant Poaching and the Ivory Trade

Highlights
•	 In	addition	to	funding	training	workshops	in	countries	struggling	

with	severe	elephant	poaching	problems,	 IFAW	provides	basic	
necessities	to	those	on	the	front	lines	protecting	elephants.•	 IFAW	 has	 a	 Memorandum	 of	 Understanding	 with	 INTERPOL’s	
Environmental	 Crime	 Program,	 its	 first	 ever	 with	 a	 non-
governmental	organization	to	fight	wildlife	crime.•	 EBay,	 Inc.	banned	 the	sale	of	all	 ivory	 items	on	 its	platforms	
worldwide	after	consultations	with	IFAW	about	the	results	of	our	
ground-breaking	investigation,	Killing	with	Keystrokes.•	 IFAW	 has	 participated	 in	 ivory	 destruction	 events	 in	 the	 US,	
UK,	France,	Belgium,	mainland	China	and	Hong	Kong	Special	
Administrative	Region	of	China.

•	 Through	media	partnerships	in	China,	Germany,	France,	the	UK,	
South	Africa,	the	Netherlands	and	the	US,	IFAW	has	shared	its	
animal	welfare	message	with	millions	of	travelers	and	potential	
consumers	of	ivory.

IFAW	President	and	CEO	Azzedine	Downes,	
and	Interpol’s	Executive	Director	of	Police	
Services,	 Jean-Michel	 Louboutin	 signing	
an	MoU	at	Interpol’s	headquarters	in	Lyon,	
France.	



Cracking Down on Trafficking
IFAW has trained and equipped customs officers in a variety 
of range and transit countries to improve trade regulation 

enforcement. IFAW 
cooperated with 
international authority 
INTERPOL on Operation 
WORTHY, Operation 
WENDI, and Project 
WEB to seize ivory, 
weapons and other animal 
derivatives.

IFAW also has a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding 
with INTERPOL’s 
Environmental Crime 

Program, its first ever with a non-governmental organization to 
fight wildlife crime.

Stopping Ivory Sales Online
IFAW has worked with several major online marketplaces 
to stop ivory sales. In 2009, eBay, Inc. banned the sale of all 
ivory items on its platforms worldwide after consultations with 
IFAW about the results of our ground-breaking investigation, 
Killing with Keystrokes, singled out eBay as the most 
problematic platform.

The number of ivory items subsequently found on eBay sites 
has reduced significantly, although there is evidence that 
some sellers are deliberately trying to circumvent the ban by 
disguising their ivory items.

IFAW’s ongoing work with other major online marketplaces 
has resulted in www.alibaba.com, the world’s largest online 
business-to-business trading platform, and the German site 
kleinanzeigen.ebay.de (a subsidiary of eBay), markt.de and 
hood.de all implementing a ban on all ivory products.

Ivory Stockpile Destruction
Nations around the world have seized tons of illegally trafficked 
ivory since a ban on international trade of ivory went into 
effect in 1989.

An increasing number of countries along the trade chain from 
elephant range states to ivory consumer nations have publicly 
destroyed their confiscated ivory stockpiles through burning 
and crushing. IFAW has participated in ivory destruction 
events in the US, UK, France, Belgium, mainland China and 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China.

Destruction of confiscated ivory tusks and trinkets serves a 
symbolic purpose: to bring attention to the fact that tens of 
thousands of elephants are being killed for their ivory each year. 
IFAW also believes that any legal sales from existing stockpiles 
will make it easier for illegal ivory to enter the market, and we 
campaign against any future stockpile sales.

Reducing Markets for Ivory in China, US
IFAW conducts behavior change communication campaigns 
in key consumer countries. Through public outreach, IFAW 
educates consumers about the cruelty, conservation impacts 
and illegality of wildlife trade.

An independent study of an IFAW ivory demand reduction 
campaign in China showed that our customized, multi-
pronged approach has been effective in reducing purchases of 
ivory products.

Many ivory buyers are unaware of the cruelty and conservation 
impacts of poaching elephants; 70 percent of Chinese do 
not know ivory comes from dead elephants. Through media 
partnerships in China, Germany, France, the UK, South 
Africa, the Netherlands and the US, IFAW has shared its 
animal welfare message with millions of travellers and potential 
consumers of ivory. One Chinese ad campaign lowered survey 
respondents’ proclivity to buy ivory from 54 percent to 26 
percent.

IFAW was one of the few NGOs to work with the Obama 
Administration to strengthen the ban on the U.S. ban on 
commercial ivory trade, announced as a part of the new 
National Strategy for Combating Wildlife Trafficking in 2014.  

IFAW	 and	 the	 Netherlands	 based	 Von	
Tienhoven	 Foundation	 for	 International	
Nature	 Protection,	 funded	 the	 “Saving	
Endangered	 African	 Wildlife	 by	 Reducing	
Illegal	 Wildlife	 Trafficking”	 training	 at	 the	
Chuna	 Training	 School	 of	 the	 Zambian	
Wildlife	Authority.	


