
1 
 
Group C: Growth During Post Civil War Prosperity 1865-1873 

 

Buildings in this group document the brief period of prosperity 
that Somerville enjoyed between the end of the Civil War and 
the onset of a severe economic crisis known nation-wide as the 
“Panic of 1873.”  During this nearly decade-
long period of relative affluence, Somerville 
began to present a more mature image 
within the region.  This can be seen in the 
new blocks of Union Square businesses and 
its first Roman Catholic Church, St. Jo-
seph’s, located nearby at Webster Avenue 
and Washington Street.  Stylish and sub-
stantial houses were also built along Pearl 
Street in East Somerville, on Summit Ave-
nue atop Prospect Hill, and in a charming 
new residential area developing near and along Day Street in 
the western part of the City.  
 
Since Somerville became independent from Charlestown in 
1842 the population had grown from 1,013 to 8,025 by 1860.  
The number nearly doubled again over the next decade, reach-
ing 14,685 by 1870.   
 
Shortly thereafter Somerville incorporated as a city in 1872.  
The population growth was due in part to improvements in pre-
existing transportation lines, as well as a new rail line, the Lex-
ington and Arlington Branch Railroad, introduced through Davis 
Square in 1870.   
 
Somerville’s buoyant economy during this period was tied to 
industries that tended to locate at the periphery of the residen-
tial core, near freight rail corridors.  By the mid 1870’s meat 
packing plants were the primary employers and profit centers of 
the community.  At one point there were three meat packing 
houses, most notably the Charles H. North Meat Packing Plant, 
built in 1867, in the Union Square area.  Collectively the plants 
had an annual product value of $4.4 million, representing more 
than the total value of all other manufactured products in the 
City.   
 
While the meat packing industry sought proximity to freight rail 
lines, brick-making began in Somerville around 1830 during the 
great age of canals.  Brick manufacture had long been associ-
ated with towns bordering the Mystic River, with brick- making 
reported in Medford as early as 1647.  Forty years after its intro-
duction to eastern Somerville brick making was extraordinarily 
successful, reaching its peak around 1870.  In that year Somer-
ville’s twelve brick yards produced over 24 million bricks.  The 
rise of Somerville’s brick-making coincided with the ever in-
creasing demand for brick buildings in Boston‘s South End and 

Figure 2:  Tri-foil Gothic 
Revival window design. 
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Figure 3:  Gothic Revival buttresses. 

Figure 1:  Paired Gothic Revival Window. 

Figure 4:  Second Empire dormer.  

Figure 5:  Example of arched Italianate window. 



2 
 
Group C: Growth During Post Civil War Prosperity 1865-1873 

 

Back Bay, while locally, brick residential buildings were not 
widely constructed until after 1890. 
 
Another indication of Somerville’s post war prosperity is the 
brief interest in the creation of public parks.  Central Park 
was set out atop Central Hill in 1870 to provide a campus-
like setting for the seat of local government, heralding 
Somerville’s imminent status as a city rather than a town.  
Broadway Park was created in 1874 as an amenity that 
would attract developers to a largely swampy area in the 
past, between Broadway and the Mystic River near the 
Jaques Brickyards and Mt. Benedict.  Mayor Brastow reput-
edly lost his bid for re-election in 1876, in part because the 
populace thought Broadway Park was not a good use of City 
money  
 
Local Historic Districts Representing  
Somerville’s Post Civil War Prosperity (Group C) 
 
The following multiple building districts represent five sepa-
rate areas of Somerville where one can see the type of 
housing that was constructed at the end of the Civil War.  
Several of the districts are enlargements of existing ones as 
a result of additional research and surveying.   
 
In East Somerville, a type of well-proportioned Mansard 
(Second Empire) style residence became the “trophy house” 
of its day.  Often associated with ample side and/or rear 
yards, these houses lent the 
neighborhood a more up-
scale appearance, while in 
Spring Hill both modest and 
substantial residences were 
built alongside the existing 
mid-century housing stock.  
Although Prospect Hill was 
once the exclusive enclave 
of Vinals, Munroes and Hills 
it now began to receive an 
influx of newcomers who 
built substantial Second 
Empire mansions on the 
Hill’s heights, as well as 
more modest Italianate 
houses at the Hill’s base 
and lower slopes.  During 
this period, the Hinckley-Magoun neighborhood began to 
take shape as an enclave of small-scale cottages designed 
to meet the modest housing needs of laborers, teamsters 
and railroad employees.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 6:  A polyagonal bay window, typical of 
the Italianate and Second Empire Styles 

Figure 7:  An example of an Italianate house with a 
side-hall floor plan. 

Figure 8:  Typical Italianate door hood. 

Figure 9:  An example of an Italianate house with 
return eaves and round arched windows in the attic. 

Figure 10:  Ornate saw cut door and roof 
brackets found on both Italianate and 
Second Empire buildings. 
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EAST SOMERVILLE 
 

After the Civil War, East Somerville came into its own as a fashionable place to live for retired sea 
captains, factory owners, Boston merchants, and others.  They were drawn to the promise of a new 
town with plenty of undeveloped land in the 1840’s, and by the late 1860s they had begun to reap 
the rewards of their hard work, persistence and sheer luck in business.  Indeed, Pearl Street was 
beginning to become East Somerville’s grand promenade lined with Second Empire mansions dat-
ing back to around 1870. The fairly substantial Italianate and Second Empire houses* built during 
this period that still remain are testament to the emergence of East Somerville as a fashionable 
neighborhood, graced with street names such as Mt. Vernon, Pinckney, and Myrtle, which were per-
haps consciously chosen to echo those found in Boston’s elite Beacon Hill neighborhood.  During 
the post Civil War period,  many affluent families found East Somerville to be a pleasant place to 
settle, building their commodious Italianate and Second Empire houses on tree-shaded, ample 
5,000 square foot lots along the ridge overlooking the Boston skyline. 

The district is proposed to incorporate two early 1870s houses that sit side-by-side at 12-14 Lin-
coln Avenue and 20 Lincoln Avenue, and were once the home of a coal dealer and a steve-
dore, respectively.  The former illustrates the Italianate style’s penchant for polygonal bays and 
dormers, and brackets at the roof’s deep eaves, while the latter displays a typical Italianate 
bracketed door hood and a round arched attic window (See Figures 6, 8, and 9).  Together this 
three building 
district is a vis-
ual reminder 
that this place 
was once in-
habited by 
workers who 
were able to 
realize the 
American 
dream of 
homeowner-
ship once daily 
life returned to 
normal at the 
end of the Civil 
War.  
 
84 Perkins 
Street is a 
stately Second 
Empire or 
Mansard style 
residence built 
in 1870-1877 
for Charles A. 
Dole with profits derived from the production of spice and pickles at the Stickney & Poor Spice 
Manufactory, of Sullivan Square in Charlestown.  The house ranks among the most elegant ex-
amples of Mansard housing in Somerville due to its pleasing proportions, concave mansard roof 
profile, and its original scalloped slate shingles.   
 
* See Figures 12, 13, and 14 in the “Introduction to Early Somerville” section for graphic illustra-
tions of these styles. 
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UNION SQUARE and PROSPECT HILL  
 
Transportation improvements, such as the horse-powered street railway that linked Union Square 
with Boston in 1864, enabled Union Square (also known as Sand Pit Square) to become firmly es-
tablished as Somerville’s commercial hub by 1870.   Indeed, the more peaceful postwar period en-
couraged members of the community to construct the first wave of substantial commercial build-
ings bordering the Square.  Although its steeple was removed in 1978, St. Joseph’s Roman Catho-
lic Church (1870-1874) at 13 Webster Avenue remains a place-defining landmark at the important 
crossroad of Washington Street and Webster Avenue, at the southeastern corner of the Square 
(Map 2).  The church’s Gothic Revival characteristics are seen in the pointed arches of its doors 
and windows, as well as the buttresses that project from its side walls (See Figures 1, 2 and 3).  It 
was the City’s first Roman Catholic house of worship and it stands apart from neighboring build-
ings by virtue of its massive scale, towered form, and distinctive Gothic Revival architectural  
elements. 
 
Post Civil War resi-
dential development 
in this area can be 
seen in the more 
modest westward 
continuation of Doc-
tor’s Row on nearby 
Bow Street.  The 
houses constructed 
along lower Summer 
Street, as seen at 22 
and 24 Summer 
Street, were built 
shortly after Sum-
mer Street was fully 
extended from Un-
ion Square to Davis 
Square in 1870.  
Originally owned by 
investors as rental 
properties, these 
houses are good 
examples of the type 
of modest Italianate 
single-family housing built in Somerville during its earliest days as an incorporated city.  The Ital-
ianate elements of these houses include polygonal bays and curving saw-cut brackets at the door 
hoods and at the eaves of the roof.  Both 22 and 24 Summer Street, together with two similar 
houses built to the west a bit later (26 and 28 Summer Street), as well as the brick c.1880 row-
houses to the east, constitute a linear row of Victorian residences that memorably frame the south 
side of Nunziato Field. 
 
Another significant property in the Union Square area is 380 Somerville Avenue.  It was built in a 
somewhat later time period, in 1892-93  for plumber William F. Bennett at the western edge of Un-
ion Square.  Historically known as The Bennett Block, this is a Queen Anne commercial/
residential building. Particularly noteworthy are this building’s intact storefront surrounds, the typi-
cally Queen Anne oriels of the upper floors, and the unusual free-standing gables that enliven the 
roof line.  Aaron Gould, a native of Nova Scotia, is reputed to have designed The Bennett Block, 
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along with two other large 1890s wood frame buildings that are already included within the Union 
Square LHD. (the Drouet Block or Bow Street Hotel at 365-369 Somerville Avenue/ 58-68 Bow 
Street, and the Richmond Block at 33-37 Bow Street).  
 
The first building in the Prospect Hill LHD is 67 Walnut Street, a well-preserved example of an end 
gable Italianate residence that was built by 1865, signaling the resumption of quality house construc-
tion after the Civil War.  Its Italianate style can be seen in the raised and molded window surrounds 
with bracketed lintels, as well as return eaves at the gables.  The house was designed for a Boston 
family named Folsom and provides a snapshot of genteel, hilltop living.  By 1882 it was the home of 
Edwin Ireland, a descendant of a prominent local Colonial era family.  The property extends the 
large existing twenty-building LHD of late nineteenth century houses northeasterly from Vinal Ave-
nue, via Pleasant Avenue, to Walnut Street.  The house at 42 Vinal Avenue, built at a later date, will 
further extend the boundaries of this LHD.  
 
 

HINCKLEY — MAGOUN  
 
In 1852, the Hinckley-Magoun area was virtually devoid of buildings, but for a single dwelling 
bordering the west side of Lowell Street.  Much of the area was originally owned by the Magoun 
family who lived atop Winter Hill in the 1783 Adams-Magoun House.  In 1866, Samuel Hinckley 
bought land that had been part of the Magoun family’s vast land holdings and by 1869, his 
speculative subdivision was filling in with modest houses along Hinckley Street and Fiske Ave-
nue.  The area’s present high level of density was not achieved until the early 1890s. 
 
The houses of this 
district represent 
the affordable 
housing of their 
day and provide 
physical evidence 
of the larger 
Hinckley/Magoun 
area beginning to 
assume an archi-
tectural identity as 
an urban village.  
Here the whole is 
greater than the 
sum of its parts 
with streetscapes 
that rely on the 
sometimes quirky 
siting and forms of 
these late nine-
teenth century 
dwellings.  Such a 
streetscape is em-
bodied in the col-
lection of wooden 
dwellings at 8, 12 and 23 Hinckley Street, and at 23, 25, and 37 Fiske Avenue.  Both 8 and 12 
Hinckley Street are part of the original Samuel Hinckley Street subdivision for local laborers.  
Built in 1871, 8 Hinckley Street is of interest as a very plain mansard cottage that retains a nar-
row  
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Italianate bay window at its main façade, a broad wood cornice board, and a straight, rather than 
concave mansard roof.  12 Hinckley Street is a side hall plan house (See Figure 7) that has 
typical Italianate features of a bracketed side porch and end gable with return eaves.  23 Hinck-
ley Street is an interesting variation on a center gable Italianate house.  Its main façade has a 
more vertical and less horizontal orientation to the street, as well as a center gable that is more 
narrowly pitched than is typically found on Italianate structures.  The original owner was David A. 
Chute, a carpenter, who is likely to have built the house for himself.  Both 23 and 25 Fiske Ave-
nue are plain Italianate cottages with polygonal bay windows and gable roofs with return eaves.  
One house of great interest to both this proposed LHD and the larger neighborhood is the cot-
tage at 37 Fiske Avenue with a mix of architectural styles -- Late Federal (with a narrow rectan-
gular form, a five-bay main face with center entrance, and a narrow gable-roofed dormer) and 
Italianate (with a narrow polygonal bay). 
 
These houses have significant historical associations with Somerville’s labor.   For example, 
early occupants of these houses included laborers, a lumber dealer, and the teamsters who typi-
cally lived near a major “haul road” like Broadway, located just to the north. 
 
This proposed LHD comprises two dwellings which were moved from the west side of Lowell 
Street to the interior of the same block, creating a Lowell Street cul-de-sac with the new ad-
dresses of 5-7 (1851) and #10 Lowell Terrace  (circa 1869-1874).  Both houses were built for 
Magoun Square grocer Patrick Dugan, and represent different approaches to the Italianate style, 
one more elaborate than the other.  5-7 Lowell Terrace (presented in Group B) has one of the 
earliest examples in Somerville of a two-story polygonal bay window, while 10 Lowell Terrace 
boasts more elaborate brackets in the eaves of the roof and supporting the door hood (See Fig-
ures 6 and 8).   
 

ORCHARD STREET 
Davis Square had 
become the center 
of trade for West 
Somerville by the 
mid 1870s.  This 
was due to its 
proximity to public 
transportation on 
Cambridge’s Mas-
sachusetts Ave-
nue, the introduc-
tion of a branch of 
the Lexington and 
Arlington Railroad 
through the area in 
1870, and the ex-
tension of the 
horse-powered 
railroad to Davis 
Square the follow-
ing year.   
 
The double man-
sard cottage at 23-
25 Day Street 
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(circa 1870), is linked to the prominent rise of Orchard Street as an upscale residential counter-
part to the commercial buildings in Davis Square.  The Italianate features of the house include a 
pair of polygonal bay windows at the main façade, as well as brackets at the roof eaves.  The 
mansard roof covered with slate shingles on the house is unusually substantial for a cottage-
scale building.  Over time, the owners of 23-25 Day Street included a purveyor of spirits (now 
known as a liquor salesman), an iron merchant, and a well-known Armenian family of grocers 
and rug merchants, the Yacubians.  
 
 

CENTRAL-ATHERTON-SPRING-SUMMER (CASS) EXPANSION 
 
During this period only a limited number of houses were built on Spring Hill, in part because 
many of the original owners still lived in these houses and were not eager to sell off their side 
yards to accommodate new construction.  The heavily trafficked thoroughfares that we know to-
day were little more than glorified country roads.  For example, Central Street with its sizable 
houses on large parcels remained upland “estate country,” until as late as 1890.  Summer Street, 
as originally set out in 1842 extended only from Central Street to Lowell Street and initially did 
not invite heavy 
use.  In 1870, the 
extension of Sum-
mer Street west-
ward from Lowell 
Street to Davis 
Square, and east-
ward from Central 
Street to Union 
Square would have 
opened Spring Hill 
to further develop-
ment had the finan-
cial crisis of 1873 
not brought hous-
ing starts to a 
screeching halt.   
After the Civil War, 
the lawyers, bank-
ers and merchants 
of the neighbor-
hood were joined 
by homeowners 
with more varied 
job descriptions, 
including carriage makers, teamsters, real estate agents, carpenters and others engaged in the 
building trades. 
 
Situated near the base of Spring Hill and separated by a single lot, two properties are important 
additions to this larger district. They are the Italianate “Olive Branch Cottage” at  7 Central 
Street (early 1870s) and the remarkably well-preserved Second Empire house at 15 Central 
Street (1869) which originally was a Stone family compound known locally as the “Stone Planta-
tion.”  The Italianate characteristics of number 7 include the round-arched attic window and 
above all, the saw cut brackets that support the door hood and enliven the roof’s eaves.  Other 
Italianate features include the porch with “chamfered” posts (with cut away corners), windows 
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with raised picture frame-like moldings, and brackets at the roof eaves of both the porch and the 
main house.  The Stone family’s roots run deeply in Somerville, dating back prior to the American 
Revolution.  Both 7 and 15 Central Street were built for carriage maker Jonathan Stone and his 
dairy farmer father Nathan Stone.  Jonathan’s son Frederic Stone (1854-1939) inherited 7 Cen-
tral Street in 1892.  While in residence here, he served as the first treasurer of the Somerville 
Savings Bank, founded the Somerville Historical Society, and served as a senior trustee of the 
Somerville Hospital from 1896 to 1936.  The still bucolic images presented by these houses and 
their landscapes contrast sharply with the non descript one-story concrete commercial buildings 
bordering Somerville Avenue, located just one lot to the south.  
 
The great strength of Spring Hill in general and the CASS LHD in particular, is the fact that the 
history of the American suburban house can be traced in almost all of its many forms and styles, 
from the 1840s Greek Revival to a 1960 ranch house.  This LHD encompasses several iconic 
mid-nineteenth century residences, including Somerville’s most famous residence, the Round 
House designed and built by Enoch Robinson (1856).   One Italianate house of this time period 
to add to this existing LHD in order to fill a critical gap in the historic streetscape, is  44 Spring 
Street. This circa 1868 villa is noteworthy for its stepped street elevation and typical Italianate-
arched dormer windows and hip roof.  The house was built for Boston silver-plater Amos Carlton 
who commuted to work in downtown Boston.  By 1880, it was home to the venerable George O. 
Proctor, a veteran of the Civil War, a major hay and grain dealer, as well as a member of the 
Massachusetts State Legislature.  While there he served in the early 1890s on the Committee of 
Street Railways after the electric streetcar had recently been introduced to the Boston area.   
 
Originally called Chestnut Park, the Harvard Place cul-de-sac is one of the original Alexander 
Wadsworth-surveyed streets in the 1843 Brastow development.  In place by 1865, 10 and 14 
Harvard Place are similarly massed houses that are of interest as “budget” versions of the more 
commodious Second Empire mansions built in this area.  Both houses exhibit typical Italianate 
polygonal bays at their side walls, as well as two different types of mansard roofs. 
 
Early residents of number 10 Harvard Place included Amos Johnson, a teamster whose family 
lived here until as late as 1940, while Edmund C. Purdy, editor and Land Commissioner at the 
Massachusetts State House, was an early owner of number 14.  These two properties enlarge 
an existing four building LHD (1-3 Harvard Place, 9-11 Harvard Place, 23-25 and 31-33 Mon-
mouth Street) that ultimately will be combined with three other properties (38 Harvard, 10 and 17 
Monmouth Streets) built in the late 1800s.  These nine buildings will all be part of the CASS LHD. 
Together they represent the multi-phased development of the overall Spring Hill neighborhood.  
 
Given Somerville’s extraordinary density today, it may be difficult to imagine that Spring Hill was 
once known for its seasonal “country” houses—second homes built on elevated terrain for white-
collar professionals working in Boston who sought relief from summer in the city.  The Second 
Empire house at 170 Summer Street was built in the late 1860s as a seasonal retreat for 
“designer” John Howie, and was occupied by the 1930s by the five Ormond sisters who all 
worked as nurses at the nearby Central Hospital.  Its typical Italianate features are the formal, 
molded window surrounds that culminate in cornice-headed lintels, a broad polygonal bay win-
dow, and bracketed roof eaves. The mansard roof has hip-shaped dormers. 


