
 
Review of Demolition Permit Application by the 

Somerville Historic Preservation Commission 
 

Demolition Review Ordinance 
 
In May 2003, the Somerville Board of Aldermen and the Mayor adopted the Demolition Review 
Ordinance (Ordinance 2003-05) to afford public review of demolition permit applications for potentially 
significant buildings. The Demolition Review Ordinance covers buildings and structures that are over 50 
years old citywide, except those within the Assembly Square District and the Inner Belt Industrial Park. 
 
Demolition is defined by the Ordinance as pulling down, destroying, removing, or razing a building or 
structure, as well as any work that is involved in total or substantial destruction of a building or structure. 
Any work of this nature requires a Demolition Permit from the Inspectional Services Division (see the 
link to the left). As part of the Demolition Permit application process, the project may be subject to 
review by the SHPC under the Demolition Review Ordinance. For information on what projects do and 
do not require a demolition permit, please contact the Inspectional Services Division at 617-625-6600 ext. 
5600. 
 

Review Process 
 
On receiving a demolition permit application with the signature of the record owner, the Inspectional 
Services Division determines if the structure in question is over 50 years old. If the building is less than 
50 years old, the applicant may proceed with the demolition permit application process. If the building is 
more than 50 years old, the Inspectional Services Division will forward the application to the SHPC 
within seven (7) days. 
 
No more than 30 days after the receipt of the application, the SHPC will make an initial determination 
whether the building is significant. A significant building is one that is: a) listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places; b) is within an area listed on the Register; or c) is determined by the SHPC to be 
significant because it is importantly associated with historic persons or events or is historically or 
architecturally significant. If the building is not historically significant, the applicant may proceed with 
the demolition permit application process. If the building is significant, the SHPC will notify the applicant 
in writing and schedule a public hearing within 45 days of determining that the building is significant. 
 
The SHPC will provide the applicant written notice of the public hearing at least 14 days prior to the 
hearing. The applicant may submit a brief description of the type of building or structure, a scaled plot 
plan showing the location of the significant building or structure on the property and with reference to 
neighboring properties, and photographs of all street façade elevations and portions of the building or 
structure visible form a public way and/or can testify at the hearing. 
 
Within 21 days of the public hearing, the SHPC will send the applicant a final determination in writing 
whether the building or structure should be “preferably preserved” because it is in the public interest that 
the building be preserved or rehabilitated rather than demolished.  
 
If the building is determined not “preferably preserved,” the applicant may proceed with the demolition 
permit application process. If the building is determined “preferably preserved,” demolition may be 
delayed for up to nine months. During this nine month delay, the SHPC will work with the applicant to 
find alternatives to demolition. If no one is able to find alternate methods to preserve or rehabilitate the 
building within the nine month period, the applicant may proceed with the demolition application process. 
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Demolition Review Process Diagram
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