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BEHOLD, I AM COMING SOON
Advent means coming. Christmas is the Christian celebration of Christ’s coming to earth. He 

came as a baby in a manger, He comes into the hearts of believers today, and He is coming again.

On the four Sundays before Christmas, and on Christmas morning, our spiritual preparation 
for Christ’s coming can be enriched by family devotions. An Advent wreath includes four candles, 

one for each Sunday prior to Christmas and a center candle for Christmas Day. In this prayer guide, 
the four candles represent promise, light, love, and hope. The fifth center candle represents the birth 

of Jesus Christ. These devotions can also be read and enjoyed without an Advent wreath.

First Week of Advent / Lighting of the First Candle: 
JESUS CHRIST CAME AS PROMISED

Isaiah 9:6 - The first candle of PROMISE reminds us that God promised 
to send His son Jesus. (Isaiah 7:14 and 49:13; Micah 5:2; Luke 1:26-33, 
1:76-77, 2:11, and 2:25-32)

Devotion: The promise of the coming of Christ begins in Genesis 
when it is said that someday Satan would cause Christ to suffer, but 
Christ would destroy Satan. Fourteen hundred years before Jesus 
was born, Moses promised that God would raise up a prophet like 
Moses. Even though Isaiah prophesied about 700 years before Christ 
was born, he describes some of the details of the life of Christ. More 
about the person and work of Christ is found here than in any other 
book of the Old Testament.  The miracle of Christmas includes the 
many years that men and women waited for the fulfillment of God’s 
promise. The miracle is God becoming man. He is Immanuel: “God 
with us.” 

Devotional Hymn: Joy to the World  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you and rejoice that Christ came 
on our behalf; help us to make this Christmas season and every day 
an offering of praise to You.

Second Week of Advent / Lighting of the Second Candle: 
HIS COMING BROUGHT LIGHT

Matthew 2:1-2 – The second candle of LIGHT reminds us of the star the 
Wise Men followed in order to worship the baby Jesus. (Isaiah 9:2; Matthew 
5:14-16; John 1:1-9, 3:17-21, and 8:12; Revelation 3:20 and 17:14)

Devotion: With food and supplies, the Wise Men mounted camels and 
set out to follow the great and unusual light for which they had been 
watching. Arriving in Bethlehem, they found the baby Jesus and his 
mother Mary. They bowed down and worshipped Him, presenting Him 
with gifts of gold, incense, and myrrh. When the Wise Men were gone, 
an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and instructed him to flee to 
Egypt with Mary and Jesus. “Stay there until I tell you to return, because 
Herod is going to try to kill the child.” That same night they left for 
Egypt. Just as the light of the star guided the Wise Men and the words 
from God guided Joseph and his family to safety, Jesus guides us today. 

Devotional Hymn: We Three Kings of Orient Are

Prayer: Father God, we give thanks that Jesus is the Light of our lives 
and of the world; help us to remove the distractions in our lives that 
block us from fully surrendered worship of You. 
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Third Week of Advent / Lighting of the Third Candle: 
HE CAME IN LOVE

John 3:16 – The third candle of LOVE reminds us of how much God 
gave for each one of us because of His love for us. (Matthew 5:44-48; 
Ephesians 4:29-32; Hebrews 10:24; 1 John 4:7-8 and 4:19)

Devotion: Our Heavenly Father loved us by allowing his only Son, 
Jesus, to come to earth, knowing that He would suffer death on the 
cross. But Jesus also loved us by choosing to come. He gave up his 
mighty power and glory to be humiliated as He submitted to death 
by crucifixion. Christ showed us how to love. How can we love one 
another? The Bible says that we love because God loved us first. Let 
us be mindful that along with the material gifts we give one another 
during Christmas, we also give love to one another by being kind, 
patient, and forgiving. 

Devotional Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful  

Prayer: Father, we thank you for loving the whole world enough to 
send the greatest gift and miracle, Your Son, the Word made flesh; 
show us how we need to be refined and purified and how to love 
and forgive others.

John 14:1-3 – The fourth candle of HOPE reminds us that Jesus gives us 
hope and life forever with him. (Luke 2:1-20 and 12:35-40; and John 14:16) 

Devotion: Much of life is not characterized by hope. Even along with 
the birth of Christ, all was not peaceful. After the Wise Men found 
and worshipped Jesus, Joseph had to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt 
to protect them from Herod. In a world where worry, not peace, 
prevails, many of us struggle with the heaviness of life—burdens that 
steal our joy. Jesus promises to give rest for the weary, peace for the 
anxious, acceptance for the broken-hearted, victory for the battle-
scarred, healing for the sick, provision for the needy, forgiveness for 
the repentant heart, not just at Advent, but each day of every year as 
we put our trust in Him. In the face of difficult times, we can remind 
ourselves of the hope we have in Jesus. 

Devotional Hymn: The First Noel 

Prayer: Lord, we give thanks that you are a present help at all times; 
helps us to know that your power, peace, light, love, and hope are 
available to us in endless supply.

Christmas Day / Lighting of the Fifth Candle: 
CHRIST THE SAVIOR IS BORN

Titus 2:11-14 - The fifth candle celebrating Christ’s birth reminds us that Jesus is Lord of all—we are to look to our “blessed hope” who will come again! 
(Acts 10:36; Revelation 1:7, 17:14, and 22:12)

Devotion: As we reflect on Jesus’ birth, there is a certain awareness that He was born to die. While His birth brings promise, light, love, and hope, 
it is His death that makes possible our salvation and gives us eternal life. Behind the scenes at the manger, the cross is waiting, where Jesus takes 
the sins of the world with Him in death and rises victoriously. Let us celebrate His birth with great joy and hope because He gives us new life now 
and life forever after, and let us keep Him first in our hearts and minds as we prepare to start a new year with new opportunities.

Devotional Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night 

Prayer: Lord, Jesus, you are no longer a babe in the manger. We praise your name: “Wonderful Counselor,” “Mighty God,” “Everlasting Father,” 
“Prince of Peace,” “Lord of lords” and “King of kings.” We celebrate You this Christmas season and always as our Lord and Savior; give us hearts 
full of devotion and obedience and help us to experience your perfect peace.  

Fourth Week of Advent / Lighting of the Fourth Candle: 
HIS COMING BRINGS HOPE




