
The IDEO.org Fellowship Program enables future global leaders from the business 
and social sectors to spend a year working full-time with experienced designers 
on social impact challenges in the United States and around the world. Fellows 
will create solutions for nonprofits, social enterprises, and foundations on an 
array of topics, like agriculture, water and sanitation, health, financial inclusion, 
unemployment, and more. Collaborating in small multidisciplinary teams, Fellows 
learn, grow, and innovate to make the world a better place. If you’re ready to join 
a team that’s passionate about ending poverty and have the experience and 
skillset to make it a reality, this is exactly what you’ve been looking for...

•	 You	have	applied	your	skills	to	real-world	
problems.	You	are	grounded	in	insights	
about	challenges	communities	face	and	have	
worked	on	the	ground	with	a	nonprofit	or	
social	enterprise.

•	 You	are	able	to	demonstrate	key	components	
of	the	design	process	and	you	can	easily	
switch	from	macro	to	micro	thinking	

•	 You	are	an	excellent	communicator	with	
great	instincts	about	how	to	synthesize	and	
tell	a	captivating	story,	build	a	deep	rapport,	
and	give	honest	feedback.	

•	 You	are	used	to	working	across	industries	
and	disciplines	and	comfortable	embedded	
in	multidisciplinary	teams.

gain expertise in human-centered 

design and work with world-class 

designers.

tackle poverty-related challenges  

and see real impact from your work.

travel the world while connecting 

and designing with individuals and 

communities firsthand.

global fellowship

because you’ve always wanted to...

we’re a match if...

1

3

2
apply online at:

ideo.org/fellows

by january 6, 2014

•	 Minimum	of	five	years	of	professional	full-time	
work	experience;	or,	an	advanced	academic	or	
professional	degree	related	to	business,	public	
policy,	international	development,	economics,	
finance,	or	a	related	field,	plus	three	years	of	
work	experience.

•	 English	fluency	(written	and	spoken).	
Additional	language	capabilities	are	preferred.

•	 Ability	to	work	from	September	of	2014	-	
October	2015		in	San	Francisco	(IDEO.org	can	
help	support	any	visa	applications).

have what it takes?

we are looking for leaders in the social sector who have 
demonstrated professional experience improving lives in 
low-income communities. 



Global Fellowship 
Program FAQs

What makes a person eligible for the IDEO.org Fellowship Program? 

We’re looking for candidates who have at least 5 years of professional full-time work 
experience, or a graduate degree plus 3 years of work experience; you may have a 
professional degree related to business, public policy, international development, 
economics, finance, or a related field. All candidates should have experience working on the 
ground with different communities, not just academic exercises. Proficiency in English is a 
must.  

Individuals from the business and social sectors who can help our teams deliver great work 
for our partner organizations are our ideal candidates. You should be passionate about 
social innovation, have experience working in the developing world or with low-income 
communities, work well in teams, be clear and articulate in describing your ideas, and love 
flexing your creative muscles.  

We’re striving for diversity in our Fellowship Classes. If you are from outside of the U.S., 
we’ll help you with the visa application process if you are selected as a Fellow. Fellows will 
have access to health, dental, and travel insurance during their time in the Fellowship. 

Are Fellows compensated during their time in the Fellowship 
Program?

Fellows will receive a $60,000 living stipend to be paid out bi-montly for 13.5 months.

Can Fellows bring their spouse, partner, and/or children?

Yes, families are welcome to accompany Fellows during the Fellowship. However, Fellows 
will be responsible for covering all travel costs, visa processing, and other living expenses. 

Where will Fellows stay?

IDEO.org will provide a housing stipend for Fellows relocating for up to one month. Fellows 
will need to secure accommodations in the Bay Area for the remaining time in the program. 
Our office is in San Francisco, but easily accesible from Berkeley, Oakland, and cities along 
the Caltrain line.

How much travel outside of the Bay Area will be required?

Fellows will travel both domestically and internationally depending on the needs of the 
project. Teams will likely be on location from 2-4 weeks at a time and 40% of the time of the 
Fellowship. 



What happens after Fellows complete the program?

Our hope is that after the Fellowship Program, Fellows will take the knowledge and tools 
they have gained and apply it to future work in the social sector. We intend to build a 
network of individuals who have gone through the Fellowship Program who can use each 
other as resources in the future. 

Where is IDEO.org’s office? 

We’re located near IDEO’s office at Pier 28 on the Embarcadero in San Francisco, which 
means we have access to their talent, resources, and amazing views of the Bay! They are very 
much a part of our community and we work with them as much as possible. 

How are projects chosen?

Our business development team works to secure a strong pipeline of projects for the 
duration of the Fellowship so that you can focus all of your energies on the projects 
themselves. We welcome Fellows to support IDEO.org business development efforts, for 
example, by using their networks to suggest potential partners and projects, but this is not a 
core element of the experience of the program.

Can I reapply to the Fellowship Program? 

Absolutely! If you feel like you’ve really gained a lot of experience over the past year or 
you made it to the second round of the applications process last year, please consider 
reapplying for the Fellowship. 


