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SUMMARY	  

This	  document	  provides	  an	  overview	  of	  the	  main	  coaching	  accrediting	  bodies	  

Accreditation Terminology & 
Organisations Explained 
A	  Guide	  for	  coaches 
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Coaching	  Accreditation	  and	  Certification	  
 

Introduction 

Coaching is a relatively new and growing profession. It is also an unregulated profession. So 

far no one has managed to legally restrict people from coaching or legally require them to 

hold any particular certification. (Although there have been attempts in certain states in the 

US). 

There are, however, a range of professional coaching associations that have set 

recommended and industry endorsed standards of practice. Some of these associations are 

region or niche specific and some are global and all encompassing. It is up to individual 

coaches where they align themselves and which certification they pursue. 

 

Certifying Body:  International	  Coach	  Federation	  (ICF)	     

Summary:  The ICF is the main professional association for coaches. 

No. of Members: The ICF probably has the most members worldwide.  

132 Chapters in 34 countries plus a growing number of “virtual 

chapters’. 

Target membership: All coaching niches (life, business, corporate, executive etc.) 

Services/functions: 1. The ICF accredits training programs. 

Coach training schools submit their program for accreditation by the 

ICF. The training program must demonstrate the following; 

•  a minimum of 125 student contact learning hours (SCLH), of which 

100 must be direct communication either by teleconference or actual 

classroom work. 

• The program must include at least 6 observed coaching sessions for 

the purpose of evaluating competency. Observers must be ICF PCC 

and MCC credentialed coaches. 
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• The program is required to administer a comprehensive and 

quantitative final examination, in a formal testing environment. The 

final exam shall contain an actual observation of coaching at least a 

half-hour in length which is graded as a final exam. 

 

If a coach training school’s program is accepted they can then call it 

an Accredited Coach Training Program and use this logo to promote 

the program: 

 

2. The ICF also certifies individual coaches. There are 3 levels of 

certification (or designation as it is sometimes called) 

Master Certified Coach (MCC) 

200 hours of Coach Specific Training and 2,500 hours of Client 

Coaching Experience 

 

Professional Certified Coach (PCC) 

125 hours of Coach Specific Training and 750 hours of Client 

Coaching Experience 

 

Associate Professional Coach (ACC) 

60 hours of Coach Specific training and 250 hours of Client Coaching 

Experience 
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Certifying Body:  International	  Association	  Of	  Coaches	  (IAC)	    

 

Summary: The IAC was set up by Thomas Leonard and was born out of his 

frustration with certain elements of the ICF credentialing process. His 

main issue was the fact that to be certified with the ICF you have to 

demonstrate a certain number of training hours and a certain number 

of coaching hours. Tomas Leonard did not believe that the length of 

time a coach trained or has been coaching was a good indication of 

their skill as a coach. Rather, he believed that you could be a really 

powerful coach with almost no training and almost no experience. 

Consequently the IAC certification process is merely an online exam. 

If you pass you are certified if you fail you can sit it again as many 

times as you like until you get it right. 

No. of Members: There are under 1,000 current members 

Target membership: Professionals from various industries that are transitioning into 

coaching, or use a coaching approach a variety of ways in their 

business or practice. 

Services/functions: 1. The IAC license coach training schools to use the IAC Coaching 

Masteries™ as the basis of their coach training program. 

2. The IAC also certifies coaches via an online test that evaluates the 

knowledge and awareness of IAC’s Coaching Masteries and the legal 

and ethical coaching standards.  

Coaches practical experience is assessed based on the submission of 

two recorded coaching sessions, where the coach demonstrate the 

application of their coaching skill.  

There are two levels of certification.  

The Skilled Certified Coach, or CC (IAC),  

The Master Certified Coach, or MCC (IAC). 
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Certifying Body:  World	  Wide	  Association	  Of	  Business	  Coaches	  

(WWABC)	    

 

Summary: The World Wide Association Of Business Coaches aims to support 

business coaches through information such as peer-reviewed articles 

and news and provides further training and professional development 

and credentialing for business coach trainers and training school. 

WABC also certify individual coach. 

No. of Members: Under 200 active members 

Target membership: Business Coaches and corporate managers wanting to coach learn 

coaching skills. 

   

Services/functions: Licensing of a number of training programs whose graduates get the 

following designations: 

The Registered Corporate Coach™ (RCC™) 

WABC Certified Business Coach™ (CBC™),  

WABC Certified Master Business Coach™ (CMBC™),  

Chartered Business Coach™ (ChBC™),  
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Certifying Body:  The	  Board	  Certified	  Coach	  (BCC)	     

Summary: The Center for Credentialing & Education (CCE) created the Board 

Certified Coach (BCC) credential as a means to independently verify 

that applicants have met professional coaching competency standards 

established by the Center for Credentialing & Education and subject 

matter experts. These standards reflect the common knowledge, skills 

and abilities of a professional coach.  

No. of Members: The BCC is relatively new has only been available since 2011 so 

membership would be lower than the other certifying bodies  

Target membership: People that want a professional coach designation and in particular: 

Executive/Corporate/Business/Leadership Coach 

Health and Wellness Coach 

Career Coach 

Personal/Life Coach  

Services/functions: The BCCs function is to test and independently certify coaches  

and ensure they have: 

• Met educational and training requirements of 30 coach specific 

training hours 

• Passed a psychometrically sound coach-specific examination 

• Obtained 30 hours of experience in the field of coaching 

• Submitted a Professional peer references 

• Will be accountable to an enforceable ethics code 

• Will Commitment to continuing education 

The BCC credential is attractive to professionals who would like to 

provide independent third-party verification that they have achieved 

certain coaching competency standards. CCE offers BCC applicants 

the opportunity to apply for specialty designations. 
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In Summary 

In summary as a trained coach you can choose who you want to get your certification from.  

The certifications you can apply for will depend on the criteria required by each certifying 

body from the most rigorous certification requirements of the ICF to the online certification of 

the IAC. This choice is personal and will depend on your own circumstances, whom you are  

coaching and what kind of certification is important in the field in which you practice.  At 

International Coach Academy we feel that the certification requirements of the International 

Coach Federation ensure that certified coaches have undertaken significant training and 

have substantial coaching practice and this is the certification path that our school follows. 


