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The ICCFA provides scholarships through the ICCFA Educational Foundation, a taxexempt 501(c)(3) entity that supports the association’s educational programs.

Our mission

The foundation was organized for the purpose of supporting the educational programs of the
International Cemetery, Cremation and Funeral Association, and to provide a means by which
donors may receive a charitable tax deduction for their gifts to the foundation.

Our legacy

The foundation was incorporated in 2005 and has since established a yearly scholarship to
ICCFA University. It is also developing other programs to support the educational work of the
association. The Educational Foundation also offers scholarships to pay the registration fee for
sales professionals to attend the Wide World of Sales Conference each year.
In 2017 the ICCFA Educational Foundation awarded a total of (36) scholarships between the
Wide World of Sales Conference and the ICCFA University Scholarship.
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ONE OF THE 2017 WIDE WORLD OF SALES WINNERS
The Wide World of Sales Scholarship is awarded to select ICCFA members granting them a
paid trip to attend the Wide World of Sales Conference.
Yvonne Slonaker tells her story about the impact the ICCFA has had on her career.

Yvonne Slonaker

Cress Funeral & Cremation Service
I have a love letter that I want to compose and send to the leadership of the ICCFA University.
My journey with ICCFA began on a hot and muggy afternoon in July 2013 in Memphis, Tennessee.
That fateful afternoon, I walked into the Fogelman Executive Center not knowing what to expect
and the truth is I departed five days later, a changed professional, as well as a certified celebrant.
Upon leaving, I felt like I had discovered a new family within my chosen profession, and “family” it
truly is! The claim that the ICCFA University is an unbelievable experience, is an understatement.
I was amazed by this opportunity! In one location, I had and still have the great experience
to further my education from some of the truest icons and leaders in our vocation. Then add to this once-in-a-lifetime reality
the great fringe benefit of making scores of new friends, and professional associates, and well, what can one person say, except
WOW! The University experience has added new friendships to my professional network and opened my eyes to a whole new
world of innovation and creativity, while at the same time learning from the best of the best.
I graduated from the University in July of 2016, and when I received my graduation certificate, it was humbly one of the greatest
moments in my life. I was smiling from ear to ear. Then on top of this success it was suggested to me that I take advantage of
the marvelous scholarships that are available through the ICCFA Educational Foundation to actually further my education, and
I did it!
It is no exaggeration to say that opportunities abound within the world of ICCFA, for within one week. I not only was awarded
the scholarship but my first ever article was accepted for publication by the editor of the ICCFA Magazine. By nature, I am a
Midwestern girl, so when I say “If I can do it, you can do it” this is a sincere and heartfelt sentiment. It is amazing when you pour
your heart and soul into something, where the road will take you!
I work for Cress Funeral & Cremation Service as a managing funeral service professional. The Cress Funeral Home is a family
owned firm in Madison, Wisconsin, which serves about 1200 families a year. I have served my clients and community for 20 years
with funeral and cremation services. I have always been a believer of holding the hands of families, getting a box of Kleenex and
then simply listening to their story.
As a funeral professional, I feel like my career has been absolutely enhanced since the first time I attended the ICCFA University.
The University has opened doors for me professionally. The University has given me courage to excel in areas that I was once
timid and insecure with. With all humility of spirit, I say to you that if you would had told me twenty years ago that I would have
the experiences that I have indeed been part of at the University – well truth is I would have never believed you.
All of the ICCFA educational experiences have truly provided me the chance to further improve and elevate my knowledge,
which then has translated into providing the momentum and enhanced skills so that I can try continuously to be the best I can
be for the families I serve in this period of massive cultural changes. It is my opinion and experience that ICCFA University and
the other educational programs most definitely provides all of us a navigation road map on where to go and how to get there.

To learn more about the ICCFA Educational Foundation or to make
a donation, please visit www.iccfa.education

THANK YOU RECENT DONORS
$130,000.00
The Memorial Classic Golf Tournament*

$100,000.00
Park Lawn Corp. / Midwest Memorial Group
Batesville
Matthews Aurora

$75,000.00
Regions Bank

$50,000.00 and Above
Trigard / The Darby Family
Cypress Lawn - Kenneth Edward Varner Memorial Scholarship
Live Oak Bank
Robert A. Gordon, Sr.

$25,000 - $49,999
Ron Robertson
Wilbert Funeral Services, Inc.
Eagles Wings Air

$15,000 - $24,999
Ray & Vivian Frew / Green Hills Memorial Park
Next Gen Scholarship Fund*
Central States Cemetery Association
Western Cemetery Alliance

$10,000.00 - $14,999
Hap Bledsoe
Jim & Kim Price
Mark Krause / Krause Funeral Home
NGL National Guardian Life

$5,000 - $9,999
Jay Dodds & Brad Green / Signature Group
Jake Johnson / Johnson Consulting Group
Blair Nelsen / Nelsen Funeral Homes
Anthony Guerra / Guerra & Gutierrez Mortuaries
Jeff Kidwiler / Blackstone Memorial
Darin Drabing / Forest Lawn
McCleskey Mausoleums
Merendino Cemetery Care
Hillside Memorial Park and Mortuary
Global Atlantic

$1,000.00 - $4,999
Fred Lappin / Knollwood Cemetery Corp
Gibraltar Remembrance Services
Celebris Memorial Services
IMSA
ASD Answering Director Services
Everdays
Jack Wagatsuma
Golivemediagroup.com**
*In Donations Raised
**In Kind

