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It’s been said that the only thing in this world that 
is constant, is change. We’re certainly entering into 
a season of change at International China Concern. 
As we grow, as relationships deepen, as we progress 
towards our goals, it’s only natural for change to follow. 

Sometimes, it comes quickly and we need to react 
to keep up and one example of this is in our project 
in Sanmenxia. We are finding that many of the infants 
there are being adopted into “forever families” so 
soon after coming into our care that we need to revise 
the way we’re approaching child sponsorship in that 
project. 

Sometimes, change is so slow that it takes months 
or years to experience. Our long term volunteers are a 
testament to the fact that it takes individuals willing to 
be in China for an extended time to be able to create 
the impact that’s needed. This requires intentional 
relationship building and an understanding of context 
that can only be acquired over long stretches of time 
living and working in China.

In this issue, we’ll also look at some innovative new 
promotional tools we’re using to promote sponsorship, 

as well as an exciting merger of our UK operations 
with another organisation that has been a long time 
supporter of ICC.

Last year was our 20th anniversary and we were 
able to look at the past and give thanks to God for 
everything he has done in China. Following on from 
that celebration time, the staff of ICC and I went 
through a God-seeking exercise of spending 30 days 
in prayer to discern the future plans for ICC. It was 
exciting to see what God shared with each one of us 
and we will see some of that become reality in the 
coming months and years. 

We are so grateful for your faithful support and 
hope that you will continue to join with us as we 
pursue the one thing that doesn’t change—our vision 
of providing love, hope and opportunity for every 
abandoned and disabled child in China.

THE CONSISTENCY OF CHANGE

David Gotts
Founder & CEO
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In our 2013 interview with David Gotts, he 
talked briefly about an exciting new development 
at our Hengyang Project. As part of the most 
recent renewal of our contract with the Hengyang 
government, a brand-new five-storey building 
was to be constructed for us on the Welfare 
Centre grounds into which we can move all of 
the children. Twenty flats, or apartments, will be 
created that can each house six-to-eight boys or 
girls.

Construction is progressing quickly and 
we have the opportunity to better place our 
children in family-style groups. The homes will be 
much like the Rich Hubbard Community Group 
Homes that we opened in 2012. In these groups, 
independence, confidence and practical life skills 
are developed. The children are like brothers and 
sisters to each other. They live, learn and play 
together. They have dedicated house parents who 
love and care for them. 

While the building is being constructed for 
us, ICC is required to fit out each flat with the 
items that make it a home. We need to purchase 
appliances, furniture (such as beds, tables, chairs 
and sofas), blankets and linens, as well as dishware 
and cooking equipment. And, most importantly, 
each home requires special modifications to 
accommodate mobility issues, such as wide 
doorways and hoists, accessible bathrooms, 
therapy aids and equipment.

That’s why ICC initiated the 20/20/20 
Campaign. Started in our 20th anniversary 
year (2013), each of the 20 homes needs 
approximately USD $20,000 to be properly 
outfitted. We already have received tremendous 
support from individuals and organisations all 
over the world. But you can help us to open these 
20 new group homes in Hengyang and become 
part of giving the gift of family to the children in 
our care.

To find out more about this project or 
to make a contribution, please visit

CHINACONCERN.ORG/20CAMPAIGN

20/20/20 CAMPAIGN IN HENGYANG

NEW HOMES
FOR LIFE

http://chinaconcern.org/newsletter


As a child sponsor, your support is a practical demonstration of care 
to a child who needs love, hope and opportunity. But how else are 
we able to demonstrate the power of child sponsorship? That was the 
question that two ICC staff members—one, an amateur game designer, 
the other, a graphic designer—asked themselves. They wanted to 
volunteer their spare time to create some sort of game that could be 
used to promote the Hand in Hand Sponsorship Programme. The 
result of their hard work is “Hand in Hand: The Card Game” 

The Hand in Hand Game is all about building communities for 
children with disabilities and giving them a home. It uses bright and 
fun illustrations and colours to make the subject matter easier to 
approach and talk about. With simple game play, you can practically 
demonstrate how sponsorship helps to make abandoned and disabled 
children whole again after so much has been taken from them.

Once the card game concept was completed, a way needed to 
be found to produce the game without using funds from donations. 
So the game was put on Kickstarter and successfully “crowdfunded,” 
raising the funds needed to have it printed. You can find out more 
about the funding campaign and the promotional video by visiting 
ICC’s Kickstarter page, www.chinaconcern.org/kickstarter.

The games are now being printed and will be shipped to those who 
backed the campaign, as well as to our National Offices all around 
the world. Copies of the game will also find their way to our projects 
in China so the kids in our care will also have the opportunity to play 
along. 

The basic game is suitable for 2-6 players aged 6+ and can be 
played in 15-20 minutes. We have also created the option for people 
to submit alternate rules for different ways of playing. 

HAND IN HAND: 
THE CARD GAME

To find out more about the game and how you can 
get a copy, please visit www.handinhandgame.com



Did your China Team experience make you 
feel like you’ve only just scratched the surface of 
how much you can contribute? Did you leave 
sensing that there was more that you could do, 
and that you want to build on the relationships 
you’ve made with the children and staff? 

Over the past 20 years, so much progress has 
been made in our work. But, there is still more 
to do. God continues to challenge our vision, 
asking us to look across the rest of the country 
and feel the ache for the many more children 
who are lost and abandoned.

You can be part of this by joining us as a 
Long Term Volunteer, helping to bring lasting 
change to some very amazing children and 
young people. We prefer at least a two-year 
commitment to give you the opportunity to 
grasp language and culture, essential for living 
in China and interacting with our children and 

the 200+ Mandarin-speaking staff. But we will 
consider Short Term Volunteers that can only 
commit for a minimum of six months. 

There’s currently a special need for Physical 
and Occupational Therapists, Special Education 
Teachers and Pastoral Care professionals, but 
we want you to apply regardless of what skills 
you have to bring. Volunteers are self-supported 
through their own fundraising efforts, but some 
funding is available for those committing to 
longer terms. 

ATTENTION: CHINA TEAM ALUMNI
THE NEED IS STILL THERE

CHINACONCERN.ORG/VOLUNTEER

To find out more about Long 
Term Volunteering opportunities, 
please send an email to 
personnel@chinaconcern.org     
or visit:
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One of the benefits to being a Child Sponsor with International 
China Concern is the journey you get to take with your sponsor child 
over many years. Through the updates we send, as well as visits you 
may take to China on a China Team, you can see the progress your 
child is making. For some sponsors, part of that journey is finding 
out that a “forever family” somewhere in the world has adopted your 
sponsor child. 

In our Sanmenxia Project, the number of young children and infants 
that are adopted each year is somewhat higher than in our other 
project locations. And the length of time that these children are in 
our care prior to adoption can be shorter, too. This often means that 
a sponsorship relationship cannot be established. However, they still 
need to be cared for by sponsors around the world while they wait for 
their adoptions to be finalised. 

SPONSORSHIP
PEARL ROOM
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...the children 
are moving 
from one 
family into 
another...

“We’re always so excited when any of our kids are 
adopted,” says Karen Norman, ICC’s Project Manager 
in Sanmenxia. “And if those children are sponsored, 
we get the opportunity to share that news with the 
sponsor parents and we can celebrate together. It’s 
like the children are moving from one family into 
another.” 

“But,” Karen added, “it can be difficult for someone 
to begin a sponsorship with one child, only to have 
to move that sponsorship to another child, and even 
another after that, because adoptions can take place 
so quickly and in such a short period of time.”

To address this, our Sponsorship Department 
will soon be launching a new type of sponsorship 
specifically for Sanmenxia. Called the “Pearl Room 
Sponsorship,” named after the room where the 
infants and toddlers live in the Sanmenxia Project. 
This sponsorship allows you to sponsor the entire 
room of children rather than just an individual 
child. It operates the same way as a regular child 
sponsorship, the monthly support amounts are 
identical and you still receive three updates each 
year. 

Children in Sanmenxia, Hengyang, Changsha 
and the rest of China are abandoned for a myriad 
of reasons, including disabilities, medical needs 
and gender. But what all have in common is the 
desperate need for proper nutrition and specialised 
medical intervention to survive. 

By sponsoring the Pearl Room, you are helping 
us to stabilise their health, assess medical needs and 
give each one love and care in a safe environment. 
Your support allows us to give all the infants and 
toddlers, that are living in the Pearl Room awaiting 
adoption, the best possible start in life with their new 
families. By being a Pearl Room Sponsor, you are 
being a blessing to all the children living there.

CHINACONCERN.ORG/SPONSOR

Are you interested in signing 
up for a Pearl Room Sponsorship 
once it is available? Find out 
more at:

SPONSORSHIP
PEARL ROOM
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Since 1999, UK charity Care of China’s Orphaned 
and Abandoned Children (COCOA) has been a strong 
supporter of International China Concern, providing 
funding to ICC and raising awareness of the needs 
that exist in China for abandoned and disabled 
children. In 2013, the board of COCOA and the 
board of ICC UK met and agreed to merge the two 
organisations together under the ICC name, resulting 
in a more efficient way of funding efforts to care 
for abandoned and disabled children in China. The 
merger came into effect on 1 February 2014.

Asked how the merger came to be, Kate Blewett, 
the founder of COCOA, shared this: “As the trustees 
of COCOA, we believe that the mission and vision of 
International China Concern are consistent with our 
own. We have a long history of working together, so 
it’s exciting to be merging the two organisations. We 
believe it’s giving our supporters a direct connection 
to the amazing work taking place in China.”

COCOA MERGER
While the COCOA name will eventually disappear later in 2014, Blewett, as well 

as fellow COCOA trustee, Jon Exton, have both joined the ICC UK board, adding 
their enthusiasm and leadership. 

You can visit www.chinaconcern.org/cocoa for more details, and the staff of 
the ICC UK office are always able to answer any questions about the merger. 
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Are you considering a child sponsorship, but unsure if the 
commitment is for you? Would you like to have the experience of what 
it’s like to connect with a child who needs your support before making a 
financial contribution? 

We have developed a brand new 15-day Sponsorship Experience 
just for you. This Experience offers you a chance to try out a child 
sponsorship for free without any obligation. We’ve taken a year’s worth 
of child updates and condensed them into a two-week period so you 
can get to know a child and witness their progress. Upon signing up, 
you will receive a total of three emails, each one a week apart from the 
last, which will introduce you to one of the children in our care.

A full sponsorship can perhaps feel like a big commitment, but 
our sponsors say that partnering with ICC gives them a huge sense of 
purpose and fulfillment. It helps them understand Chinese culture, and 
gives them a personal connection to that fascinating country. 

If you are interested in participating in the 15-day Sponsorship 
Experience, please visit our website to sign up today.

CHINACONCERN.ORG/EXPERIENCE

The SPONSORSHIP
Experience15

DAY
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CORPORATE PARTNER FEATURE:
WINGTAT GAME  BIRD PACKERS

This is the first of an ongoing series of articles featuring our 
Corporate Partners. Joining us through a Corporate Partnership can 
contribute to improving employee morale, acquiring new customers, 
raising your company’s profile and can also result in substantial tax 
benefits. If you’re interested in becoming a Corporate Partner, please 
visit www.chinaconcern.org/corporate-partners for more details.

Since 2012, International China Concern Canada has been 
blessed with the support of Wingtat Game Bird Packers, a Canadian 
company that has been in business for 25 years. In that time, 
Wingtat has earned a reputation for being a distributor of 
fine quality, healthy poultry products. They have also made a 
commitment to support a wide range of charity and not-for-profit 
organizations, including ICC.

Companies are often approached for charitable donations and 
it can be difficult to evaluate which causes are worth supporting. 
Melissa Ing, Marketing Manager for Wingtat, informs us that she 
is involved with ICC, “because of the hands-on approach from 
ICC and how funds raised can move quickly to help the children 
in need.” They have supported our efforts in building community 
group homes and valued the training given to our local caregivers 
and nannies, along with the follow-up care that we give to each of 
the children we work with. 

Wingtat was one of our first Corporate Partners for Walk the 
Wall in Canada and has since helped spread the word with other 
companies about corporate partnership with ICC. They recognize 
that their involvement makes a difference and giving back is part of 
their company’s culture. Thank you, Wingtat, for your support!

Website: www.wingtat.ca
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PEOPLE CHANGES
NEW

Yvonne Yau (Canada) Yvonne has joined the ICC team in 
Sanmenxia as our new China Teams Coordinator, ensuring those 
coming on short-term teams have an experience that touches 
their heart and opens their eyes to what God is doing in China.

Kevin Grice (Australia) Kevin joins the Finance team based in 
Australia, helping to coordinate accounting and the movement 
of donations to China. 

Ruth Ho (Hong Kong) Ruth joined ICC in Hong Kong, taking 
on office management and local development and fundraising 
initiatives.

Kaycee Vandenberg (Canada) Kaycee recently joined the 
Communications Dept. in Vancouver as a graphic designer, 
managing ICC’s branding and designing all print materials and 
web graphics

CHANGES

Mei Koh (China)  Mei Koh has taken on the important role of 
Special Education Manager for all of ICC’s projects, providing 
new education opportunities for the children in our care.

Jannene Wall (Australia)  Jannene is now Chief Operating 
Officer for all of ICC, working closely with David Gotts and the 
ICC Supervisory Board to oversee worldwide operations.

FAREWELLS 

Josie Pearce (China)  It’s with much sadness that we say farewell to Josie 
who has volunteered for two years in Changsha. Josie offered her early 
childhood education skills and was part of a team developing a child-
centered approach to therapy and education.  She returns home to the UK to 
be married. 

Helen Kay (UK)  After leading and growing the local board of trustees in the 
UK, Helen has stepped down as Board Chair to focus on family life.  Helen 
has been a great chair and wonderful advocate of our work.  She visited the 
field many times and has built rich relationships that will last a lifetime.

Richard Harris (Hong Kong)  Richard has walked a long journey with ICC 
from the very early days in the 1990s, and has been an integral member of 
the ICC Supervisory Board as both chair and a member. Richard, and his wife, 
Helen, remain faithful supporters of ICC.

Janice Fung (Hong Kong) Janice worked in Hong Kong as a Development 
Representative for over three years, finalising her time with ICC in November.

Brian Liu (Canada) Brian recently left ICC after almost four years as our 
graphic designer. Anyone who has picked up a piece of ICC promotional 
material recently would have been looking at his incredible work and heart 
for China’s abandoned and disabled. 

Kevin Jiang (Canada) After 12 months working in the Canada office, Kevin 
finished his role as EA to David Gotts, founder and CEO.  However, he 
remains connected and committed to ICC’s mission.
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FOR MORE INFO, VISIT | WALKTHEWALL.ORG

For complete address information, please 
visit our website: 

CONTACT US

chinaconcern.org/contact

AUSTRALIA
P: +61 (0) 7 3812 8118   E: australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA
P: +1 604 322 3119   E: canada@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG
P: +852 2529 2952   E: hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND
P: +31 229 236485   E: nederland@chinaconcern.org

SINGAPORE
P: +65 9684 6914   E: singapore@chinaconcern.org

UNITED KINGDOM & REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
P: +44 (0) 1670 505622   E: uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
P: +1 360 746 8520   E: usa@chinaconcern.org

FOR GENERAL ENQUIRIES, CONTACT US BY EMAIL
E: enquiries@chinaconcern.org

COMING SOON!
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