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International China Concern is a Christian development organisation 

that changes lives by bringing love, hope and opportunity to China’s 

abandoned and disabled.

www.chinaconcern.org



A Long Journey
As Executive Director of ICC, I’m privileged to be part of a work that makes a 

difference in the lives of China’s abandoned and disabled. Hundreds of children’s 

lives have been transformed! The Lighthouse children’s centre, group homes,  

foster care, our Hengyang project, therapy, education and vocational programmes 

have all been established and now meet the pressing needs of China’s most 

vulnerable citizens. We’ve come a long way in the last sixteen years.

We still have a long journey ahead. In this edition, we look back at Walk the Wall 

2009 and celebrate those of you that walked for China’s abandoned children. We 

also look at the amazing initiatives that god is bringing to birth in ICC; projects 

such as the Community outreach Project, supporting families so as to prevent 

abandonment, and our new Sanmenxia project, that will reach into a government 

orphanage to bring love, hope and opportunity. 

our Hengyang Project Manager Kyla Alexander shares with us about the difference 

that your prayers, support and time are making in the lives of the 150 children 

resident in her project. 

Be encouraged! Together we can realise our dream of love, hope and opportunity 

for every disabled child. 



ExCEPTIonAL eduCatIon
American special education teacher Sheena Brannock came to provide 

training and professional help during her summer break. Beginning in 

Changsha, Sheena gave training to our therapists, special education workers 

and parents of children with disabilities, before travelling to Hengyang and 

doing it all again! 

We’re so thankful for people like Sheena who give their precious time and 

come with servant hearts to meet huge needs here in China.

International China Concern cares for many children with educational 

needs which can’t be met by the regular school system. our local teachers, 

therapists and caregivers are responsible for trying to meet these needs. This 

is a huge challenge, added to which we don’t have anyone on our team with 

a great deal of experience in special education. 

We think all our children are exceptional. They deserve exceptional 

education and we rely on people like Sheena to help provide that. We 

urgently need more people with a background in special education to join 

us and serve in China long term. 

If you have a passion to work with China’s abandoned children and skills in 

special education, we need you! Please contact personnel@chinaconcern.org



A FATHEr’S heart
Martyn Chapple joined his first China Team in 2006 in response to a call for 

men to bless the children we care for. Many of these children have never 

experienced a father’s love, so having men on our teams is important.

In April 2009 Martyn made his third journey with International China 

Concern, working in Sanmenxia. Afterwards he told me:

“I was able to spend some time with the babies in the orphanage and worked 

with a little boy called Fu Pei. He had stomach problems and was really 

unsettled. It was great to be able to care and pray for him. As I concentrated on 

his needs I saw him change, first calming down, and then beginning to play.”

China Teams Manager John Cooper was also on the trip. He writes:

“After the team I was struck by my time with these babies. As I held them 

and they settled into my arms I thought of how God must see us, and how, 

sometimes, we need to allow our Father to envelop us in his love. Our troubles 

don’t disappear, but we are supported by someone who loves us, just like Fu Pei 

was by Martyn.”

If you’d like to share god’s love with China’s abandoned children email John 

teams@chinaconcern.org.



CoMMunITy outreaCh
In September 2009, six year old Li xiao Jing started attending school. 

It’s an exciting event for any 6 year old, but even more so in Li xiao 

Jing’s case because she’ll be attending school in her wheelchair. The 

school has accepted her thanks to the love and advocacy of her 

parents on her behalf.

It’s difficult for physically disabled children to gain acceptance to 

schools in Changsha. Much depends on the attitudes of individual 

teachers and principals. From what we see through the Community 

outreach Project (CoP), a disabled child’s greatest asset is a family 

who loves them and believes in their potential. 

We’re supporting families in this through our Community outreach 

Project. Month by month we’re meeting more families who need 

help. In many cases their greatest need is not for therapy, vocational 

training or special education support but for their family to be able 

to stay together, despite all the challenges of caring for a child who 

has a disability. 

Many of the parents we’re helping have found themselves 

contemplating divorce and family breakup as a response to the 

pressures of caring for a child with a disability in China.



 
recently one of the parents in our support 

group said:

“When I first found out my child was disabled  

all I could think about was getting the help they 

needed. I’ve realised there’s something more 

important - communication within your family.”

Through CoP we’re helping to build and 

maintain those lines of communication. We’re 

helping families stay together. Please pray for 

us as we seek to provide families with whatever 

physical or emotional support they need to be 

able to care for their children. 

you can now sponsor a family. Email  

sponsor@chinaconcern.org for more details,  

or call your nearest national office.

To make a one-off donation, visit  

www.chinaconcern.org.  



groWIng needs
over the last few months our plans for the development of 

a new project in northern China have continued to move 

forward. our desire is that by next summer we’ll have a team 

established in the city of Sanmenxia in Henan Province. We’re 

well on our way to reaching that goal.

In April 2009 we sent our first China Team to Sanmenxia. 

It was a huge success, so for 2010 we’re planning to send 

teams in January and again in the fall. We’ll also be sending 

a specialist team with expertise in special education, physical 

and occupational therapy, and health care at the end of 

november. This team will provide much needed training as 

well as continuing to assess the needs at the Social Welfare 

Centre in Sanmenxia. 

Please keep praying for us. Pray for more volunteers 

to come forward as we establish this new work. Pray for 

complete provision of the finances we need. Pray for trusting 

relationships to grow with our local partners. More than 

anything else I hope you’ll pray for the unleashing of god’s grace 

and peace in the lives of children with needs that are so great.



WE Walked
A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who took part in  

Walk the Wall 2009! Together we walked, wheeled and 

ran to smash our target of uSD 150,000.

These funds will help us continue to provide great 

care, therapy and education to our ICC children, 

and they’ll enable us do much more. We’ll be able to 

expand our Community outreach Project, reaching 

out to more parents who are struggling to care for a 

child with disabilities. We’ll be able to continue with 

our plans to establish a project in Sanmenxia in the 

province of Henan. 

However you look at it, the success of Walk the Wall 

2009 means we can show god’s love to many more 

children. 

Walk the Wall is a fixture on our calendar. We hope 

you’ll make it a fixture on yours. Book 25 September 

2010 and look out for updates.  See you there!

www.walkthewall.org



our PeoPle
After serving ICC faithfully for over 10 years, Hannah Chih has returned home to 

Taiwan. Hannah will be missed by the whole ICC family and especially the many 

children whose lives she’s touched over the years. We wish her well and know god 

will continue to richly bless and lead her into future opportunities for service. With 

much love we say ‘Thank you Hannah!’

Mike & ruth Marshall left the uK and joined our Changsha team in April 2009. 

ruth has worked with adults and children with physical and learning disabilities and 

is a specialist in sensory impairment. Mike is a Public Sector Accountant.

occupational Therapist galina Zabirko commenced working in Changsha in 

autumn 2009. galina comes from germany. 

nicole Cardoza joined us in September 2009 as our new in-field China Teams 

Coordinator. nicole hails from the uSA and will work closely with China Teams 

Manager John Cooper. 

We’d also like to welcome Ann Edwards who has joined the team in Morpeth, uK. 

Ann will provide support to both our Child Sponsorship department and uK office.

Finally, congratulations to our designer and web developer Jeffery DeJong, who 

married Hannah Bossward in october, 2009. We wish you both god’s blessing!



THE dIfferenCe
yang Heng Tan couldn’t walk when she came to us in July 2007. 

Dreadfully thin, weak, and unable to eat normal food, she was close 

to death. Two years on, the difference is remarkable. yang Heng Tan 

loves to dance to music. Her laughter and smiles abound and she 

delights everyone who comes to her home. Despite her obviously 

sad and difficult past, she is warm, happy and amiable all the time. 

yang Heng Tan has cerebral palsy which affects her speech, so her 

story remains locked up inside. But her good nature, her resilience 

and her love of life are infectious. A young lady who was once left to 

die now brings life to others. She’s a life enhancing member of our 

community.

This year yang Heng Tan walked the Wall with us. That’s exciting – 

because now she can walk. yang Heng Tan smiles a lot. She loves life. 

International China Concern exists to bring life to children like yang 

Heng Tan; to give them a home, dignity and a hope filled future. 

For information on how you can sponsor one of our children, 

contact us on sponsor@chinaconcern.org



AUSTRALIA  
PO Box 184, North Lakes, Queensland  4509 
(07) 3204 0777 
australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA 
698 East 64th Avenue, Vancouver, BC  V5X 2N2 
English: 604 322 3119 
Chinese: 604 322 3566 
canada@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG 
PO Box 3157, General Post Office, Central 
(852) 2662 5103 
hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND 
Secretariaat Paardenweide 194, 1689 MK Zwaag 
(0229) 236 485 
nederland@chinaconcern.org

AnD fInally...
We need people who are willing to pray, to go and to give. Contact us to see 
how you can get involved. 

Interested in going to China?  China Team dates for 2010 are:  
8 – 24 January, 5 – 21 April, 30 July – 18 August, 27 September – 13 October.

UNITED KINGDOM 
PO Box 20, Morpeth  NE61 3YP 
(01670) 505 622 
uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
American Friends of ICC 
PO Box 137237, Fort Worth, Texas  76136 
817 680 8529 
usa@chinaconcern.org

INTERNATIONAL ADMINISTRATION 
PO Box 20, Morpeth  NE61 3YP, United Kingdom 
+44 1670 505 622 
international@chinaconcern.org

For regions not covered contact  
International Administration 
 
www.chinaconcern.org
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