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ISSUE 2 2012

Since 1993, the heartbeat of International China 
Concern has been to lead each child on a personal 
journey of transformation. In our last issue we 
shared the story of Li Shi and how Jesus brought this 
young man up from death. This issue is no different.

Read how we recently enabled eighteen of 
our Hengyang children to move into their first 
community group home. These are lives that will 
now have the opportunity to go to a local school 
and integrate into their community as they learn key 
life skills that will carry them into their future.

In this issue we are also proud to announce that 
2013 is ICC’s 20th anniversary. Throughout the next 
year we will celebrate this milestone. We want you 
to be a part of that and you can find out how. And 
after 20 years, ICC is also undergoing a face-lift. 
We are releasing new branding and a new website 
to support the growth God continues to lay on our 
hearts.

Our 2013 teams are now open for application 
and we are launching a new Backpacker Team, 
allowing another opportunity for you to come, see 

and experience first-hand how God continues to 
reveal himself in the lives of our children.

As you read, I pray that you will see the tapestry 
that has been, and continues to be, woven by your 
hands and feet across the work of ICC. 
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HOMES FOR LIFE
On 5 May 2012, International China Concern officially opened two 
new group homes in the city of Hengyang.  

It’s a hot May day in Hengyang and a small 
crowd has gathered in a suburban neighbourhood 
where brand new blocks of flats (or apartments) 
have just been built. In the shadows of the high-
rise buildings, everyone is anxiously waiting for 
the festivities to begin—the official opening and 
dedication of the Rich Hubbard Group Homes, 
ICC’s two newest community group homes. 

Some of those gathered are the young boys 
and girls who have just moved into the flats. They 
are playing host to local members of ICC’s staff, 
a number of ICC’s foreign volunteers, members 
of ICC’s International Supervisory Board (ISB) and 
local government officials. Also present is the wife 
and two children of the late Rich Hubbard, ICC’s 
first board chair, who passed away in 2010. Today, 
these homes are being dedicated in his name. 

For most of the adults there in attendance, 

this ceremony is the culmination of a lot of hard 
work and represents part of the growth of ICC. 
But for the 18 children that call these flats “home,” 
it’s more than that; for each of them, it’s a new 
beginning.

FAMILY-STYLE LIVING
The group home model allows ICC to create 

family-style living. And when the homes are in 
residential flats, ICC can work to integrate the 
residents into the surrounding community. 

Many of the children and youth who are in 
ICC’s care have only known institutional living—
multiple beds in one room, multiple care staff who 
work in shifts, education and therapy taking place 
in the same facility.

Group homes remove that institutional setting. 
Ideally, seven to eight boys or girls live in a smaller  

The children 
become 
brothers 
and sisters 
to each 
other...
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home and share the space like any family. The children become 
brothers or sisters to each other, learning how to take care of 
themselves and their “siblings.” The children each have their own 
bed; they are taught to cook and are each responsible for doing basic 
chores. 

Each group home has dedicated nannies that act as house parents. 
They help supervise the children, go with them to the markets to teach 
them to shop, ride with them on public transportation and help them 
go to the local school.

The benefits are obvious. All of these children lost their families at 
a very young age and were once consigned by society to be shut away. 
But community group homes provide family structure and are right 
in the middle of residential neighbourhoods. What was once lost or 
stolen from these children is now being redeemed.

PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER
Anna Jien is a young woman from the east coast of Canada. A 

physical therapist, she has lived in Hengyang for the past few years 
providing therapy for the children and young people living at the 
Hengyang Welfare Centre. She was one of the key people who helped 
make the new group homes a reality.

“It took nearly two years to find the right apartments,” Anna recalls. 
She explains that both apartments—one for boys and one for girls—are 
in the same building and on the same floor, side-by-side. They each 
have three bedrooms, a wheelchair-accessible bathroom, a kitchen, a 

living/dining area and a balcony. 
“When you buy a new home in China, it is nothing but a 

concrete shell.” Purchasers of new homes must completely outfit 
any new apartment with flooring, interior walls, plumbing, electrical, 
counters, sinks, lighting and any other fixtures—basically, everything—
themselves. 

“There were times when the local tradesmen looked extra 
confused as these foreigners wanted thitngs wheelchair accessible,” 
Anna recounts. “We were asking them to install things where they 
shouldn’t be by Chinese standard.”  

For instance, the doors to the flats initially opened outward into 
the hallway. This left barely enough room for two people to stand 
and would have caused big problems for those using wheelchairs or 
walkers. So the doors had to be changed to open inward into the flats.

Anna says it was a real team effort to get the two homes ready. The 
foreign volunteers and the local staff provided their expertise, helping 
to arrange tradesmen, buy supplies, make the homes accessible and 
hiring and training the new nannies.

HELP FROM PARTNERS
It wasn’t only the ICC volunteers and staff in Hengyang that made 

the homes a reality. Partners from all over the world helped to either 
provide significant funding or finish the renovations, including a team 
from MMM International that came to plaster and paint walls, install 
plumbing and complete the electrical work. 

Continued on page 6
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Rich Hubbard at ICC’s Hengyang Project

Sam, Lynda and Amy Hubbard join with Wang Zhi 
Hong and Yeng Zheng to open the new group homes

The Rich Hubbard Group Homes are named in honour 
of Rich Hubbard, a long time associate of ICC who passed 
away in 2010 after a battle with cancer.

Rich was from the UK and was CEO of Links 
International. His association with ICC goes back many 
years, including being a founding member of ICC’s 
International Supervisory Board (ISB) and serving as the 
inaugural chair for many years. 

Lyndel Clancy, ICC’s current ISB chair, spoke of 
Rich fondly. She said this of him: “He brought wisdom, 
humour and a ‘can do’ attitude, along with wonderful 
spiritual guidance and input. He was integral in setting 
the foundations for ICC.”

In 2010, David Gotts said this about Rich’s time with 
ICC: “He met the challenge with enthusiasm and humility. 
His Kingdom perspective guided many discussions as the 
board sought to shape and develop ICC’s work. Rich...
blessed the work of ICC in innumerable ways...”

In that same announcement, David stated that ICC 
would seek to honour Rich’s memory in a permanent 
way. On 5 May 2012 at the group homes opening, Rich’s 
wife, Lynda, and his two children, Sam and Amy, unveiled 
a plaque naming the homes as the Rich Hubbard Group 
Homes.  

A TRIBUTE TO RICH HUBBARD
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MOVING DAY
The moving day finally came in March 2012, and the kids were very 

excited. But Anna said the move also came with mixed emotions. ”Most 
of the younger children who moved to the group homes were just 
excited. But, the older ones looked on with a sense of anticipation while 
also knowing they would miss their friends at the welfare centre.”

Upon arrival at the new homes, the unloading and unpacking 
became a bit of a frenzy. 

“The kids were super excited to call this newly furnished house their 
home,” says Anna. She describes a scene where little feet were running 
everywhere and voices were screaming in sheer excitement while the 
adults were trying to sort out where to put things.

“I don’t know whether the kids slept at all that night. But I’m sure the 
adults slept very well,” she says with a laugh.

FAMILY LIVING
ICC’s goal with community group homes is to provide family-style living. 

When asked about a story that best expresses why this is ICC’s focus, Anna 

Jien immediately had one ready about a young girl named Yang Jian Ping.
Anna recounts how she recently took Ping and some other kids to the 

local McDonald’s for a treat because they had been such great helpers in 
the group homes. This was Ping’s first time to ever go to McDonald’s.

“She would not stop talking in the car,” Anna remembers. “But, at one 
point I heard her talking to herself about wanting to save all the fries and 
burgers for her sisters. She then asked me whether I was going to buy 18 
burgers and fries to bring back with her.”

Anna says it was all she could do to choke back tears. “I just marvelled 
at this beautiful child that God has created, who is more than a reflection 
of who Jesus created her to be.”

HOMES FOR LIFE
“Homes for life” is much more than just providing housing for a 

length of time. ICC’s homes are life giving. They provide a sense of family. 
They help give freedom and independence. They help integrate the 
marginalised into the surrounding communities. They open up a larger 
world to those who once had everything taken away from them.

Continued from page 4

Children performing at the opening of the group homes Yang Jian Ping is one of the girls living in the group homes
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SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE

When David Gotts came home from 
that first trip to China having seen that 
baby girl just minutes from death, and then 
hearing God’s call to do something for 
the thousands more children abandoned 
because of disabilities, he could not have 
known what the future would hold.  

Today, there is much to celebrate. All 
through 2013, we will indeed give thanks 
and celebrate what God has led ICC to do. 

In future newsletters and online, we will 
look back at the past twenty years.  We will 
look again at the story of how ICC began 
and tell some other stories that many might 
not know. We will explore how a small team 
of people pioneered a work in a China that 
was much different than the one we know 
today; a China not yet used to foreigners.

We will celebrate the  
hundreds of young lives impacted  
by ICC as they have been given love, hope 
and opportunity. We will celebrate the 
volunteers and staff members, the numerous 
short-term teams made up of people from 
all over the world and the work taking place 
in the seven National Offices around the 
world. 

And what will the future bring? What 
is the vision for ICC for the next decade or 
two? These are some of the questions we 
will ask and explore later in the year. 

Join us as we honour the past, 
celebrate the present and 
dream the future.

Next year, 2013, will mark an incredible achievement in the journey 
of International China Concern, the 20th anniversary of the founding 
of the organisation.

Share your stories 
with us
You can be an active part of the 
anniversary celebrations with your own 
ICC history.

Email us: twenty@chinaconcern.org

Do you have a story about a time you 
went on a China Team? Was there a child 
that impacted you like no other? When was 
the first time you heard about ICC? Are you a 
former long term volunteer? Perhaps you have 
a story to share about your time on a China 
Team?

You can submit your stories and photos 
with us. We want to collect your memories 
and preserve them as part of the history 
of ICC. We could even use them in future 
newsletters and online.  

We want to share the good things that God 
has done with the many workers, volunteers, 
supporters, donors and prayer partners and 
you can be a part of that.

Email twenty@chinaconcern.org and 
begin submitting your memories, thoughts, 
encouragements, prayers and stories.
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YOU’RE INVITED
We invite you to be part of one of our China Teams in 2013 to work 

at one of our project locations. China Teams are the foundation that 
ICC was built on—the first few years consisted of just short-term teams 
coming in a few times per year to work in welfare centres for a couple 
weeks at a time.

Today, China Teams build on the work of our full-time volunteers 
and local staff. After only two weeks of concentrated care from short-
term teams, we see many of our children making huge gains both 
physically and socially.  

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
People just like you are exactly the kinds of team members we love 

to have. Our teams can be incredibly diverse—people come from all 
over the world with a range of skills. Some have medical training or can 
provide physical or occupational therapy. Others can teach children or 
train caregivers. Some simply come to hold and interact with children 
who desperately need that kind of loving attention.

CHINA TEAMS  
BE PART OF CHANGING LIVES IN 2013

CHINA TEAM DATES IN 2013

7–23 January  •  31 March–13 April   

24 June–5 July (Backpacker Team)    

2–20 August  •  14–30 October

For more information about joining a China Team, how to register, 
fees and any other details, please visit:

chinaconcern.org/go
REGISTER NOW FOR A PLACE ON A 2013 CHINA TEAM 
START YOUR JOURNEY TOWARD CHANGING LIVES 

New Backpacker Team
In May 2013, we are launching a new team experience. If you 

are young, or young at heart, and are looking for a unique way to 
serve, then the Backpacker Team may be for you! 

You will travel beyond the tourist traps and experience the 
real China. You will travel light and on local transport, eat in local 
restaurants and rub shoulders with ordinary people. It will be a trip 
like no other.
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Lately, a new look and promotional focus for International China 
Concern has been taking shape and we’re excited to share it with 
the world.

 

As you have been reading this newsletter, you may have seen 
some changes in the look and feel of the text and the layout. This 
is a change in the ICC branding that is a bit of a departure from 
what you may have been used to. We’re also beginning to use 
the new phrase that you may have already seen on our Facebook 
page and will soon see elsewhere.

WHAT IS MEANT BY “YOUR LOVE, FOR LIFE?”

There are many reasons why people like you have joined with 
us to help China’s abandoned and disabled, but it can almost 
always be captured in these four words.

It’s your love for life that burdens you to be a child 
sponsor. 

It’s your love for life that leads you to join a China 
Team and give love and care to our children. 

It’s your love for life that brings you out to a park in 
September or October of each year to walk as part of 
Walk the Wall.

The phrase “Your Love, For Life” really captures the experience 
that we want all of our friends, supporters and volunteers to have 
when they are a part of the work that ICC does.

We thank you for your love for life. It is this support that enables 
us to continue to create full lives for China’s abandoned and 
disabled.

A NEW LOOK FOR ICC
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GIFT CATALOGUE

CHILD SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMME

Give the Gift of Love

With the ICC Gift Catalogue, 
you can help give simple 
and practical gifts to the 
children in ICC’s care.

Give the gift of:

Contact your local National Office 
for a copy of the catalogue and to 
give a gift online. Visit:

chinaconcern.org/donateGive the gift of love

v 
20

11

● A great way for your family and friends to 

give together

● Make a purchase on behalf of others

● Ideal for companies, community groups and 

social clubs as a way to make an impact

These gifts are simple and practical and 

they make a real difference in the lives 

of China’s abandoned and disabled.

Support a 
Nanny

International China Concern is a 
Christian development organisation 
that changes lives by bringing love, 
hope and opportunity to China’s 
abandoned and disabled. 

Find out more by visiting:

chinaconcern.org

Get in touch with us by contacting 
the ICC National Office near you.

PAYMENT INFORMATION

Please enclose a cheque or money order payable 

to ‘International China Concern’ or provide 

your credit card details and mail to address below. 

Payments are eligible for tax deductibility.

TYPE OF CREDIT CARD

Visa

Mastercard

American Express

TAX RECEIPT

Yes

No

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD

CARD NUMBER

CARD EXPIRY DATE

SIGNATURE   TODAY’S DATE

PAYMENT TOTAL   $

(total carried over from bottom of other side)

International China Concern

698 E. 64th Avenue

Vancouver, BC  V5X 2N2 

Canada 

Ph: +1 604 322 3119 

canada@chinaconcern.org  

www.chinaconcern.org

TITLE  FIRST NAME       LAST NAME

EMAIL

PHONE

MAILING ADDRESS

ADDRESS

PERSONAL INFORMATION

CITY                                             PROVINCE    POSTAL CODE

/

MAIL TO:

Canada
International China Concern

Unit 7B - 5707 Sidley Street

Burnaby, British Columbia  V5J 5E6

Canada
Phone: +1 604 322 3119

Registered Charity Number 86737 0645 R0001

Be a part of seeing a child, who once had no hope, become a child full of 
love and opportunity. Sign up to become a child sponsor with ICC.

You’ll receive:

1. An information package

2. Three updates each year 

3. Updated photos each year

4. Opportunities to communicate 

with your sponsor child

Contact your local National Office 
to become a child sponsor, or sign 
up online: 

chinaconcern.org/sponsor

Sponsor a child
nannies

diapers/nappies

milk & nutritional meals 

medical care

It could change your 
life, too.

and change a life



PEOPLE CHANGES
FAREWELLS
Nicola Hedley (UK) Nicola leaves after serving with ICC for more than 
10 years. She developed the ICC Sponsorship Programme and lately 
worked in the Finance Dept. She will be missed by all of ICC.

Glen Lynam (Hong Kong) After four years growing the Hong Kong 
office, Glen has elected to explore other opportunities in Hong Kong. 

Nicole Cardoza (USA) After four years leading and coordinating China 
Teams in China, Nikki has returned to the USA. 

CHANGES 
Wu Shuang (China) Based in Changsha, Wu Shuang has worked for ICC 
for more than 10 years. Articulate and passionate, she was an obvious 
choice as ICC’s new China National Development Director.

Karen Norman (Australia) At the end of July, Karen will be relocating 
from Hengyang to take up leadership of the Sanmenxia Project.  Karen 
has been with ICC for more than 10 years, most recently leading the 
Medical Department. She will bring great skill and wisdom in continuing 
to develop the Project started by Bruce and Ann Regier

NEW 
Geoff & Di Hall (Australia) Geoff and Di are the new Team Life Coaches 
in Hengyang, caring for the needs of the team.  Geoff also provides ICC 
with media production and Di has experience working with people with 
autism.  

David & Ruth Muller (Australia) Dave and Ruth have joined the 
team in Hengyang. They both have a heart for the children and bring 
backgrounds in agriculture and education. 

Jade Dyer (Australia) Jade has a background in social work and 
returns to China to serve with the Hengyang team again. She will work 
particularly with children within the Hengyang Welfare Centre.

Lim Wee Kuan (Singapore) Wee Kuan is utilizing her skills in art therapy 
serving with the Changsha team.

Joan Sun (Taiwan) Joan returned this year following her studies in social 
work. She is leading the Community Outreach Project in Changsha.

Catherine Staten (UK) Catherine is a nurse. She is based in Hengyang 
and will be leading ICC’s Medical Department. 

David Shipley (UK) Dave is now the new UK Administrator. 

Sylvia Soon (Canada) Sylvia comes to ICC to walk beside, support and 
grow our National Office network. 

Ben Chhoa (Canada) Ben joins the Communications Department 
to support the continued growth and demand for marketing, 
communications and product development services.

Meei Wong (Hong Kong) Meei is utilizing her skills to assist the Hong 
Kong office growing capacity and grow ICC’s profile.

Kevin Shaw (Australia) Originally from Shanghai, Kevin is an accountant 
who has joined the International Finance Department. 11



We need people who are willing to pray, to go and to give. 
Contact us to see how you can get involved. 

AUSTRALIA
PO Box 4379, Raceview, Queensland 4305
+61 (0) 7 3294 1155
australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA
7B – 5707 Sidley Street, Burnaby, BC V5J 5E6
English: +1 604 322 3119
canada@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG
PO Box 3157, General Post Office, Central
+852 2662 5103
hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND
Secretariaat Paardenweide 194, 1689 MK Zwaag
+31 229 236485
nederland@chinaconcern.org

SINGAPORE
singapore@chinaconcern.org

UNITED KINGDOM & REpUblIc Of IRElaND
PO Box 20, Morpeth NE61 3YP
+44 (0) 1670 505622
uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STaTES Of aMERIca
207B - 1229 Cornwall Avenue
Bellingham, WA 98225
+1 360 746 8520
usa@chinaconcern.org

INTERNaTIONal aDMINISTRaTION
PO Box 4379, Raceview, Queensland 4305
+61 (0) 7 3294 1155
international@chinaconcern.org

For all other countries or regions,  
contact International Administration
or email enquiries@chinaconcern.org

chinaconcern.org

CONTACT US


