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development organization that changes lives 
by bringing love, hope and opportunity to 
China’s abandoned and disabled.
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in our last issue, we talked about how the work of 
international china concern was expanding. the 
project in Sanmenxia was just up and running and 
new initiatives, such as the medical Fund and the 
Associates program, were in their infancy. 

For 2012, we feel strongly that it is time to put 
our roots deeper into the soil; that our aim is 
not to expand outward, but to focus on making 
our foundations even stronger. this will serve to 
prepare us for future years, enabling icc to make 
a difference in the lives of more abandoned and 
disabled children. it will also enable icc to be 
even more effective agents of change in the way 
the disabled and disadvantaged are perceived and 
treated in china. 

in this issue, you will read the stories of lives that 
have been changed in dramatic ways. From the 
amazing story of Li Shi, one of the earliest children 
that icc began caring for in the 1990s, to the lives of 
two young children that china teams have made an 
enormous impact on, may you see the hand of God 
at work.

As you read, perhaps you can see yourself helping to 
make a difference in the lives of china’s abandoned 
and disabled. i invite you to join with icc in any way 
you can. Whether it’s committing to pray each day, 
sponsoring a child or going to china to serve for two 
weeks or even for longer, we welcome you.
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I was a dead 
man before. 
But Jesus Christ 
brought me up 
from death.

ABANDoNeD TO ABUNDANT
Esther Lee, ICC Canada’s Promotions and Development Officer, tells us the 
incredible story of a young man named Li Shi. He was one of the first boys to 
come into ICC’s care in the mid-1990s, having been abandoned by his family at 
a young age. Almost 20 years later, his story is an inspiration to everyone.

Li Shi lives in changsha. he was one of the earliest 
children to be taken into international china 
concern’s care and is a testament to the impact 
of giving love, hope and opportunity to the 
abandoned and disabled of china. 

Li Shi was born with cerebral palsy. While having 
no effect on his mental abilities, it heavily affects 
his physical abilities and his speech. When he was 
only five years old, his mother abandoned him. 

his name, “Shi,” was a name given to him by his 
father. it means, “having a successful career,” and 
shows the expectation his parents had for him 
when he was born. When his father learnt that 
Li Shi was disabled, he took on multiple jobs in 
order to earn enough money to raise and care for 
him. But because of over-work, his father became 
ill and subsequently passed away. 

Li Shi was five years old around this time. he 
remembers that not long after his father’s death, 
his mother said she was taking him by train to 
changsha to find a doctor to cure him. 

When they arrived, Li Shi just looked around, 
fascinated by the city lights and the people at the 
train station. But after two hours, he realised that 
he was alone and that his mother had left him. he 
recalls that he instinctively knew he would never 
see her again.  

he survived by begging for several months as part 
of a gang of young beggars until a good-hearted 
man brought him to the local Welfare centre. A 
few years later, he entered the care of icc. 

Li Shi recalls his reaction as he realized that he 
was not the only one in this situation. “i was not 
the only child that had a disability and had been 
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There were many 
other children 

just like me. But, I 
considered myself 

very lucky… to 
enjoy a few years’ 

time with my 
family.

abandoned,“ he said. “there were many other 
children just like me. But, i considered myself 
very lucky because i had been able to enjoy a 
few years’ time with my family.” 

After completing school, his icc caregivers 
encouraged him to get a job and suggested 
he sell newspapers on the street. At first, Li 
Shi didn’t like the idea because he thought 
no one would want to buy newspapers from 
a disabled person like him. But, his Ah-Yee 
(chinese caregiver) kept encouraging him, 
telling him not to look down upon himself. She 
said that even if he only sold one newspaper in 
a day, he should be proud of himself. Finally, Li 
Shi took the challenge and started to work. 

Li Shi is now 24 years old. he sells newspapers 
in the morning and has a cleaning job in the 
afternoon. he lives in one of icc’s “canaan 
homes,” which are living units that allow some 
of icc’s young adults to live semi-independently. 
he pays a little bit of rent to icc and takes 
care of his own living. he’s known for his 
charitable heart and willingness to help others. 

When disasters happen, like the earthquake in 
Sichuan, Li Shi is always the first one to donate 
a few hundred dollars to the victims. 

A local man tells the story of the first time he 
met Li Shi. he was walking down the street 
when he saw a crippled and disabled young 
man selling newspapers on the street. he felt 
pity on him and tried to give him money. But, 
Li Shi called him back, with great difficulty 
reached into his bag and took out some 
change for him. 

the man said, “No, the money is for you.” But 
Li Shi’s response surprised him:

“No, i will not take your ten dollars. i sell 
newspapers so this is your paper and your 
change.” 

the man was so amazed at the dignity of this 
young man that he followed him to learn his 
story. the man has since became a volunteer 
with icc. 

Li Shi not only holds down two jobs and 
lives independently, but he is also a leader at 

4



a church in changsha. he improves his Bible knowledge online and 
preaches regularly at the church services. his dream is to go to seminary 
school so that he can equip himself to better serve the church. While 
the chinese seminary is not able to take a disabled student at this time, 
Li Shi hopes the day will come soon when his dream comes true. 

When i first met with Li Shi in changsha, i saw a confident, yet humble, 
young man full of joy and trust! i could sense no trace of bitterness in 
him. 

“i was a dead man before,” Li Shi simply states. “But Jesus christ brought 
me up from death.” 

truly, abandoned to abundant.

Li Shi’s story does not end here. On a Sunday afternoon when 
our group went to visit the Canaan Homes, we saw Li Shi 
coming home from church with another young man. As Li 
Shi introduced us, we found out that this young man was Li 
Shi’s cousin! As we stood there amazed, Li Shi explained that 
his church had helped him to track down his family and this 
indeed was his cousin! 

After all these years, he had found his family. 

Li Shi is a very real example of the wonderful work that Jesus 
does through ICC and how love, hope and opportunity 
completely transforms lives.

Top-left: Esther Lee with Li Shi Top-right: Li Shi and his cousin

Bottom: Li Shi introducing his cousin to members of ICC’s staff
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chiNA TEAMS

Since its founding, international china 
concern has been built on the work of china 
teams: people from all walks of life that have 
felt the call to travel to china for a couple of 
weeks to volunteer and serve those who are 
abandoned and disabled. 

it is because of the initial groundbreaking work 
of china teams that the permanent work of 
icc in changsha, hengyang and Sanmenxia 
has come to be established. china teams have 
often been the pioneers, clearing the path for 
more formal, long-term agreements with the 
various levels of the chinese government.

how effective are china teams? can anything 
truly be accomplished in such a short period 
of time? Does the work make a lasting impact 
in the lives of the children?

John cooper, icc’s china teams manager, 
has been leading groups of volunteers into 
china to work for several years. he knows 
the difference they make, seeing first hand 

the changes in the children from one visit to 
another. “china teams so often pave the way 
for icc’s long term work,” he says.

MAkING INROADS

cooper tells a story from one of the most 
recent china teams that worked at the local 
Welfare centre in changsha. it was the 
first time a team had worked in that facility 
in several years. this team was working 
with children that are currently in full-time 
government care, not in icc’s care. one team 
member shared about working closely with 
an eight-year-old boy that the Welfare centre 
said had cerebral palsy. the boy was very 
withdrawn and didn’t move around much. 

As the team member spent time with the boy 
over the next two weeks, it became apparent 
that there was no evidence of cerebral palsy—
the boy just hadn’t been given a reason to 
move before. every day he began to come 
out of his shell, smiling whenever the team 

These two week volunteer service teams change the lives of China’s abandoned and disabled.

John Cooper, ICC’s 
China Teams Manager
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3—19 January  •  1—14 April  •  27 July—13 August  •  14—27 October2012

7—23 January  •  31 March—13 April  •  24 June—5 July (Backpacker Team)  •  2—20 August  •  14—30 October2013

Join us on a China Team (Available dates listed below)

member came around. he even took his first 
few tentative steps, progressively walking more 
each day because of one-on-one care!

As a result of this china team’s work, icc now 
has the opportunity to send in more teams 
to the changsha Welfare centre in the future, 
impacting the lives of children that do not 
receive much love, hope or opportunity.

LASTING ChANGE

John cooper also shares about a young 
girl named Ping Ping. today, she’s a bright, 
confident 12 year old who is caring, diligent 
and a help to those around her. But that wasn’t 
always the case.

John first saw Ping Ping many years ago before 
she was brought into icc’s full-time care. A 
resident of the hengyang Welfare centre, she 
was shy and downcast, not knowing what it was 
like to be loved and cared for. But, in the short 

period of time that the china team was there, 
she began to come physically and emotionally 
alive. 

this short-term impact has proved to be the 
catalyst that has allowed later volunteers and 
icc staff to work with her over the next few 
years to help her become that confidant young 
woman we see today. 

these are stories that are repeated time and 
time again because of the work of china teams. 
We invite you to be one of many people from 
around the world who makes a difference in the 
lives of china’s abandoned and disabled. 

Find out more about China Teams and how 
you can sign up to be part of making a 
difference. Visit:
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When Walk the Wall started in 2007, icc’s goal was to have 600 people 
around the world join together to each walk 10 kms, representing a 
walk of 6,000 kms—the length of the Great Wall of china.  

in 2011, more than 3,000 people from all over the world walked 
together to bring love, hope and opportunity to china’s abandoned and 
disabled. the goal was to raise uSD $200,000, the same as the previous 
year. it just goes to show that our faith needed to be greater and that 
God has ways of exceeding our expectations.

As of the end of December 2011, the total funds that had been pledged 
or raised for Walk the Wall 2011 was over $382,000, almost double the 
target that we had set! Needless to say, we thank God for his provision!

hOw TO GET INvOLvED 
Walk the Wall 2012 will launch in early June and we hope you will join 
with us in this great event that provides key financial support for our 
work. Whether this will be your sixth walk or if it will be your first, the 
difference you help make is huge. the funds raised ensure that lives are 
saved and transformed.

$0

$50,000

$100,000

$150,000

$200,000

$250,000

$300,000

$350,000

$400,000

$382,000

8



Join us for  

WALK THE WALL

You cAN Be our PArtNer IN SAvING LIvES:

in June 2012, sign up online 
at www.walkthewall.org 
where all your fundraising 
can be handled online. 
Leading up to your walk, you 
can receive important event 
information, send updates to 
supporters, and get news and 
fundraising tips from icc.

Sign up 
Online

Spread the word—tell 
everyone you know about 
your walk and why you’re 
participating and ask them 
to support you by making 
a donation.

Spread  
the word

have your friends sign up, 
too—if you get a few people 
together, you can walk as a 
team! collaborate on raising 
money and telling others 
about the cause.

Walk with 
friends

2011 saw a new initiative start in Canada 
as a Vancouver-area Christian school made 
Walk the Wall a major fundraising event in 
their calendar.

Once the funds raised were tallied, they 
had raised almost USD $23,000. Then a 
donor matched the amount raised, giving 
ICC an additional $23,000!

Classes took time to learn about China, 
disabilities and the problem of child 
abandonment. Each class is sponsoring 
a child for the year, keeping in touch 
by receiving regular updates, as well as 
sending cards written by each student.

stUDents in CanaDa  
WalkeD the Wall

Want to be notified when registration opens? Pre-register by sending an email to 
walkthewall@chinaconcern.org and we’ll let you know when you can sign up online. 9



CHILD SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMME

Give the Gift of Life

With the icc Gift catalogue, 
you can help give simple 
and practical gifts to the 
children in icc’s care.

Give the gift of:

contact your local National 
office for a copy of the 
catalogue, or visit

www.chinaconcern.org/donate

to give a gift online.

Give the gift of life. 

Love, hope and opportunity for 

every disabled child

v 
20
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International China Concern (ICC) is a 

Christian development organisation that 

changes lives by bringing love, hope and 

opportunity to China’s abandoned and 

disabled.

●	 A great way for your family and friends to 

give together

●	 Make a purchase on behalf of others

●	 Ideal for companies, community groups and 

social clubs as a way to make an impact

These gifts are simple and practical and 

they make a real difference in the lives 

of China’s abandoned and disabled.

International China Concern

698 E. 64th Avenue

Vancouver, BC  V5X 2N2 Canada 

+1 604 322 3119 
canada@chinaconcern.org  

www.chinaconcern.org

Registered Charity Number 86737 0645 R0001

PAYMENT INFORMATION

Please enclose a cheque or money order payable 

to ‘International China Concern’ or provide 

your credit card details and mail to address below. 

Payments are eligible for tax deductibility.

TYPE OF CREDIT CARD

Visa

Mastercard

American Express

TAX RECEIPT

Yes

No

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD

CARD NUMBER

CARD EXPIRY DATE

SIGNATURE   TODAY’S DATE

PAYMENT TOTAL   $

(total carried over from bottom of other side)

International China Concern

698 E. 64th Avenue

Vancouver, BC  V5X 2N2 

Canada 

Ph: +1 604 322 3119 

canada@chinaconcern.org  

www.chinaconcern.org

TITLE  FIRST NAME       LAST NAME

EMAIL

PHONE

MAILING ADDRESS

ADDRESS

PERSONAL INFORMATION

CITY                                             PROVINCE    POSTAL CODE

/

MAIL TO:

New!

Be a part of seeing a child, who once had no hope, become a 
child full of love and opportunity. Sign up to become part of 
ICC’s Child Sponsorship Programme.

You’ll receive:

•	 An information package

•	 Three updates each year on how 
your sponsor child is doing

•	 Updated photos each year

•	 Opportunities to communicate 
with your sponsor child

Contact your local National 
Office to become a child 
sponsor, or sign up online: 

www.chinaconcern.org/sponsor

Sponsor a child

diapers/nappies

milk and nutritional meals 

reading and writing

physical therapy

medical care

It could change your 
life, too.

and change a life



PeoPLe ChANGES

FAREwELLS

Clare Sturdy (United kingdom) After four years on the field in 
changsha, clare finished her commitment to icc and the Big Brother, Big 
Sister programme in late 2011. 

Sam hills (Australia) Sam returned to Australia after six years on the 
field in changsha leading the community outreach Project. 

Jade Dyer (Australia) Jade returned home to Australia after working in 
the hengyang project for 12 months. She hopes to return in the future.

Richard hubbard (United kingdom) After many years of service 
heading up international Finance and Administration, richard completed 
service with icc in January 2012. 

ChANGES 

Terry Phillips (Singapore) terry is now Pastoral care Director, 
working with Susanna Lynam (hong Kong) to ensure field staff are 
supported and icc spiritual initiatives are central to our organization.

Lisa Anemaat (Australia) Lisa is now supporting human resources, 
processing the short-term volunteers going to china. having been on the 
field for 10 years, she provides great insight into living in china.

Rex hills (Australia) rex is now icc’s Finance Director. he has a long-
standing involvement, most recently serving as Australian Board chair.

NEw 

Sunny Sun (Canada) Sunny is originally from Shanghai and becomes 
our first chinese National to volunteer full-time in china. She currently 
provides interim oversight and management of the community outreach 
Project in changsha.

Darryl and Janet Conroy (Australia) Darryl and Janet are long-
standing volunteers and recently completed service in hengyang. having 
recommitted to serving in china, Darryl (it and management) and Janet 
(Physical therapist) will be based in Sanmenxia.

Josie Pearce (United kingdom) Josie will be utilizing her childcare 
background to serve with the changsha team for the next two years.

Madeline Fok (Canada) madeline is serving with the hengyang team 
over the next 12 months. utilising her local language, she is working 
directly with the children in the area of computer training.

Jacqueline Choi (Canada) Jacqueline has moved into the role of 
canada Administrator for the next 12 months while Karen chu is on 
maternity leave. 
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We need people who are willing to pray, to go and to give. 
Contact us to see how you can get involved. 

AUSTRALIA
PO Box 4379, Raceview, Queensland 4305
+61 (0) 7 3294 1155
australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA
698 East 64th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5X 2N2
English: +1 604 322 3119
Chinese: +1 604 301 9160
canada@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG
PO Box 3157, General Post Office, Central
+852 2662 5103
hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND
Secretariaat Paardenweide 194, 1689 MK Zwaag
+31 229 236485
nederland@chinaconcern.org

SINGAPORE
singapore@chinaconcern.org

UNITED KINGDOM & REPUbLIC Of IRELAND
PO Box 20, Morpeth NE61 3YP
+44 (0) 1670 505622
uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STATES Of AMERICA
American Friends of ICC
PO Box 31998, Bellingham, WA 98228-3998
+1 360 312 7668
usa@chinaconcern.org

INTERNATIONAL ADMINISTRATION
PO Box 20, Morpeth NE61 3YP, United Kingdom
+44 (0) 1670 505622
international@chinaconcern.org

For all other countries or regions, contact 
International Administration

www.chinaconcern.org


