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International China Concern is a Christian 
development organization that changes lives 
by bringing love, hope and opportunity to 
China’s abandoned and disabled.

www.chinaconcern.org



MAKING AN IMPACT
When ICC was started in 1993, I could never have imagined the multi-faceted organization that it 
has become today. Every day, I’m truly amazed at where God has led us, the doors He has opened 
for us and at the people He has brought our way. Our work in China continues to mature. The 
dream of starting a project in Sanmenxia in Henan Province is now a reality and we’ll talk about 
that in a future edition of this newsletter.

There are two areas of the work in China that I am excited to talk about in detail and we’ve 
devoted a significant portion of this newsletter to them. One is our Hand in Hand Sponsorship 
Programme and the other is our Community Outreach Project.

Hand in Hand has proven to be very successful; not just for the resources it provides each child 
on a monthly basis, but also for the way it connects supporters directly to a child. You will have 
the opportunity to read about an example of the impact that sponsorship has had on one child’s 
life.  You will also find out what the programme has meant to two of our sponsors.

The Community Outreach Project is an exciting work that is growing by leaps and bounds. It 
is preventing abandonment by providing the supports that will keep families together. And it is 
changing the hearts and minds of the people in the communities that these families live in. The 
way this programme is connecting with neighbourhoods is truly transformational.

The work in China continues to grow because of the support you give to ICC. Doors continue to 
open as we provide love, hope and opportunity to every abandoned and disabled child.  

David Gotts
Executive Director
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HAND IN HAND

You make a real difference to the lives of China’s abandoned and disabled when you 
sponsor a child through International China Concern’s Hand in Hand Sponsorship 
Programme, as Nicola Hedley, Child Sponsorship Manager, tells us.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

One of the core beliefs of International 

China Concern is that care is for life.  This 

means that those in our care can range 

widely in age and ability.  By becoming 

part of the Sponsorship Programme, 

you help provide children—no matter 

their age—with a safe and loving home, 

therapy, education, food, clothing and 

medical attention.

One example is 17 year old Zhao Huan, a 

beautiful, young lady who has benefitted 

greatly from the support of her sponsor 

parents. Zhao Huan was abandoned as a 

toddler, most likely due to some scarring 

from burns she suffered.  Having grown 

up in the welfare centre, she was late 

in starting school because of a lack of 

financial resources.

Since coming into our care, and despite 

the delay in starting her education, she 

has done extremely well.  
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In September 2009, she began studying 

nursing at a local college and will 

graduate in June 2012.  Here’s what Zhao 

Huan has to say about her studies when 

she recently wrote to her sponsor parents:

“Every day, college life is full and busy.  Last 

term we learnt a lot from books.  I think 

this term we will learn some practical 

knowledge, because the teacher has given 

us a nurse’s uniform.  The clothes are white, 

clean and very beautiful. I’m very proud of 

my uniform.  

“I can understand what the teacher says 

and I’m very interested in nursing.  In the 

So far this year, over 100 people have signed up to become sponsor parents. Will you join them 
in helping to make a difference to the life of someone like Zhao Huan? You give them the 
love that every child should have, a hope for the future and an opportunity to enable them to 
achieve their potential. Sign up today by visiting http://www.chinaconcern.org/sponsor

future I would like to be one of the therapy 

staff for International China Concern.

“I am really happy that you are my sponsor 

parents, and I hope we will have more 

contact in the future.”

Through the love, hope and opportunity 

that has been brought to Zhao Huan 

through her sponsor parents, it is 

wonderful to see that she wants to help 

change the lives of those who, like her, 

have been abandoned.
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A SPONSOR PARENT’S PERSPECTIVE

I first saw Liang, the girl who was to become our sponsor child, in a 2007 ICC video.  
There was something about this little girl that really made an impact on me.  I think it was 
her happy and smiling face that struck me, especially when I later heard the story of the 
adversity she had already faced in her brief lifetime.  I watched the film over and over again 
and found myself thinking about her often.

I next saw her in another video in 2009.  She was two years older and growing up fast. 
This time, I reached out and asked if our family could sponsor her.  We were sent a letter 
talking about what Liang was like, what sort of personality she had and what her day-to-
day life looked like.  It was fascinating to get this insight and to think that we could have the 
opportunity to make an impact in her world in our small way.

Liang loves dancing and anything pink - so a tutu seemed an obvious choice to send to her 
along with a photo book that told the story of our family and what life was like in our part 
of the world.  I was thrilled when one month later I received a letter along with photos of 
Liang opening our package.  They said she was so excited to receive it that they had to wait 
for her to calm down before they could read the book to her.  I remember taking her photo 
around with me all day and showing her off to all my friends.  The penny dropped for me 
that day—it was this easy to make a difference in a life!

We hope that one day we will get to meet Liang in person.  Our five-year-old son is 
especially keen to meet her.  That will be a day to remember.

Denise Mosawi, a sponsor parent from the United States, tells us how being a part of the Hand 
in Hand Sponsorship Programme has impacted her and her family.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROJECT

On 16 May 2010, China celebrated Disabled People’s Day.  This year, the local 
community that the Community Outreach Project partners with helped to 
organize a fundraising activity to aid some of the poorest families supported 
by our project. The idea was that local business people would give money to 
pay for a child’s education or therapy needs for a year.  It was a very successful 
activity in many ways with many government and community people turning 
up and RMB 31,000 being raised!  This will be split up to help four of the 
Community Outreach Project’s most needy families.

One of these is the family of Li Rong.  Li Rong is a four-year-old boy with cerebral palsy.  
His mother recently left the family. His father is now a single parent,  but he loves and 
cares for Li Rong and was forced to give up his job to look after him. 

The Community Outreach Project is getting Li Rong the therapy and education he needs 
and is helping his father to work again so he can provide for his family.  With support, the 
family is able to stay together and Li Rong doesn’t face the prospect of being abandoned.  

The Community Outreach Project currently is supporting over 150 families. Please continue to pray 
and support us as we seek to work with families like Li Rong’s so that children can be continued to 
be cared for in the families that love them and not be abandoned.

The Community Outreach Project is a recent project that ICC has started in Changsha 
working to support families of disabled children, preventing abandonment. Project 
Manager, Samantha Hills, tells us of just one story amongst many.  
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A REAL LIFE CONNECTION

What happens when a sponsor gets the chance to meet their sponsor child? 
Vancouver’s Dennis Leung got that chance in September 2009 and he shares 
that experience with us.

I became an ICC child sponsor a couple years ago after hearing ICC 
Executive Director David Gotts share his story at our church. Last summer, 
my wife, Elaine, and I signed up for the Walk the Wall 10km walk in 
Vancouver and she won a draw to Walk On The Wall in China. However, 
we found out that she was three months pregnant so I took up the honour 
of joining the Walk On The Wall team on her behalf. The team first visited 
the ICC operations at Hengyang and Changsha and then did the 10km 
walk on the Great Wall of China. 

I have a sponsor son at Hengyang and I thought my mission would be to 
show my love, care and compassion to him and the other children there. 
Instead, I was overwhelmed by the joyfulness and love from the children 
and the ICC workers.  What I gave them was a lot less then what they gave 
to me.

This year I will do the 10km walk again, but this time I will walk in Vancouver 
with my wife, our daughter Faith and our new born baby girl, Joy.
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WALK THE WALL 2010

It’s back by popular demand!  Walk the Wall, ICC’s iconic world-wide 
sponsored walk is up and running for its fourth year. 

How do your steps and the funds raised translate into making a difference?  

In 2007, it provided the Lighthouse, a haven where children are welcomed 
and loved so they can live life in all its fullness.  It supports services that 
extend a child’s abilities through therapy and education.  It means the 
start of a new project in Sanmenxia where another group of marginalized 
children can stop living in the shadow of death.

All these things, and many more, happen through your generosity and your 
walking!

Walks are taking place throughout the month of September.  We invite you 
again to register on www.walkthewall.org and take part in a walk near you.

Join a team, get some sponsors and we hope to see you there!
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CHINA OPERATIONS RECRUITMENT

On 11 April 2011, Hang Khee Tan will complete his four-year commitment 
with International China Concern as China Operations Director. He and 
his wife, Victoria, plan to leave Changsha and return to Singapore to spend 
time with their family.  Armed with many memories of our children, and 
the difference they have made to the lives of many, they will leave with our 
heartfelt thanks of, “well done, good and faithful servants.”  

Our recruitment search is now on for a replacement China Operations 
Director.  That person will continue to work with the China Leadership 
team to shape and grow our China Projects.  

The key aspects of the role are to:

   Represent ICC in negotiations with the Chinese government

   Provide leadership to ICC project managers, national managers and local staff

   Work with ICC leadership to develop and expand ICC’s vision in China

   Work collaboratively to promote and create a Christ-centered work

Do you know someone who could be our next China Operations Director? 
Perhaps it is you?  Contact Jannene Wall on personnel@chinaconcern.org for 
a more detailed position description and selection criteria.
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PEOPLE MOVEMENT

STARTING 

Roslyn Reason  Ros commenced in February working part-time 
as National Office Administrator for Australia.  Her hobbies are 
reading, gardening and training her new German Shepherd.  She 
can be contacted at australia@chinaconcern.org or the new office 
mobile number of 0438 540 237.

Tracy Imbach  The USA office has a new home in Bellingham, 
WA with Tracy Imbach as National Office Administrator.  Tracy is 
married to Thad and mother to Caleb.  She can be contacted at 
usa@chinaconcern.org or the new phone number of 360 312 7668.

Esther Lee  Esther has joined the Canadian office as the 
new Promotions and Development Officer, where she will be 
coordinating and overseeing fundraising and promotional efforts in 
Canada.

Sam Kirk  Sam is ICC’s new Director of Communications, having 
started in February.  He draws on a background in business, 
politics, theatre and music.  Sam is based in our Canadian office in 
Vancouver. 

Brian Liu  Working from our Vancouver office, Brian has joined 
the Communications Department in a part-time capacity to 
support our graphic design needs.

LEAVING 

Wolfgang & Jenny Kissener  For two years as office 
administrators in Australia, Wolfgang and Jenny were warm and 
familiar voices on the end of the phone.  We wish them well and 
say thank-you as they enjoy short stints of travel in their new 
campervan.  

Leisel Luscombe  Saint Leisel is a nickname that quickly stuck 
to Leisel Luscombe.  Working in the Hengyang project for four 
years, she worked patiently with the older boys in growing their 
self esteem and improving behaviour.  She is missed by her gang of 
boys as well as the team in Hengyang.

Heather Ferrier  After more than six years of faithful service as the 
administrator with the American Friends of ICC, Heather Ferrier has 
taken on a more active role in her family’s business in Texas.  Thank 
you Heather for the excellent foundation you have put in place.

Allison Davies  Allison’s passion, skill and dedication saw her grow 
in ICC to leading the Communications Department.  Her gift for 
writing has led her on a new journey completing her Masters in 
Creative Writing.  Saying good-bye is always difficult and we thank 
Allison for all she has sown.

Jeffery DeJong  After close to six years of devoted work, Jeffery felt 
that his season with ICC was at a close.  He leaves very big shoes to 
fill in the Communications Department, being largely responsible 
for the branding, the professional promotional materials and all of 
the website development. He will be greatly missed.
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AND FINALLY...
We need people who are willing to pray, to go and to give. Contact us to see how you can get involved. 

AUSTRALIA
PO Box 4379, Raceview, Queensland  4305
+61 (0) 7 3204 0777
+61 (0) 4 3854 0237 (mobile)

australia@chinaconcern.org

CANADA
698 East 64th Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5X 2N2
English: +1 604 322 3119
Chinese: +1 604 301 9160
canada@chinaconcern.org

HONG KONG
PO Box 3157, General Post Office, Central
+852 2662 5103
hongkong@chinaconcern.org

NEDERLAND
Secretariaat Paardenweide 194, 1689 MK Zwaag
+31 229 236485
nederland@chinaconcern.org

UNITED KINGDOM
PO Box 20, Morpeth NE61 3YP
+44 (0) 1670 505622
uk@chinaconcern.org

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Friends of ICC
PO Box 31998, Bellingham, WA  98228-3998
+1 360 312 7668
usa@chinaconcern.org

INTERNATIONAL ADMINISTRATION
PO Box 20, Morpeth NE61 3YP, United Kingdom
+44 (0) 1670 505622
international@chinaconcern.org

For regions not covered contact  
International Administration

www.chinaconcern.org

Interested in going to China? China Team dates for 2011 are:

3—19 January, 16—30 April, 29 July—14 August (TBC), 26 September—12 October


