
 

   Discussion Guide 

Learning To Make A Difference
2 Samuel 9 

Ice Breaker 
(5 minutes) 

Discuss 

• Have you ever had to use a crutch, cane, or wheelchair? How did it make you feel?  

Note: If anyone in your group has a disability, ask them to go first. Pay special 
attention to their input. Maybe even ask them to lead the discussion this week.   

Lesson Review 
(35 minutes) 

Read 2 Samuel 4:4, and all of 2 Samuel 9 

Jay explained that Mephibosheth’s flight in 2 Sam. 4:4 was in fear of David. David 
ascended the throne of Israel after Saul, his predecessor, died. Everyone expected David 
to "clean house" by killing or imprisoning members of Saul’s household. Not only was 
that common practice for ancient kings, Saul had been particularly nasty to David. But 
instead, David showed kindness to Saul’s grandson.   
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Jay told Mephibosheth’s story in parallel with Jesus’ parable about the unmerciful 
servant.  

Read Matthew 18:21-35 

Jay retold the parable in modern terms with a CEO in place of the king and an embezzler 
in place of the servant. Jay said that the servant had a debt so large it was almost 
immeasurable. He could never pay it back. Jay painted a poignant picture of the scene 
where the servant begs for a little more time to pay the debt. Everyone present would 
have known he was never going to settle the debt. His groveling was pathetic and 
undignified.   

 Finally, Jay pointed out that the king / CEO was taking a loss by forgiving the servant’s 
debt. The debt didn't just disappear. The king lost a fortune by writing it off. Jay said, 
“Authentic grace is never cheap.” In fact, the greatest act of grace in history happened 
on the cross of Calvary, and cost Jesus everything.   

Discuss  

• There are five characters in these three stories: David, Mephiboshet, the king, the 
unmerciful servant, and the man who owed the servant a small debt. Each of them 
had some kind of risk — some exposure in the story. Can you name it? What was 
each man risking?  

• Jay said, "The power to forgive lies in the experience of being forgiven.” But if that’s 
the case, why don’t you think the servant in Jesus’ parable forgave the smaller 
debt?   

Jay’s sermon creates an interesting mash-up of characters. Mephibosheth was broken but 
accepted; the unmerciful servant was guilty but forgiven. Both can be parallels to our 
story. Sin has left us both morally crippled and volitionally guilty — doubly unfit for 
God’s favor. And yet, God has forgiven our debt, absorbed the loss, counted us friends, 
and invited us to his table. It’s appropriate that we celebrated communion at the end of 
the service Sunday.   
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Application 
(20 minutes) 

Discuss  

Forgiveness is a powerful Biblical theme because it intersects with everyone’s story. 
Every one of us knows what it’s like to need forgiveness or need to forgive.   

Discuss  

• Who owes you a moral debt? Why have you found it hard to absorb that loss?  

• What do you feel Jesus calling you to do in response to these stories? 
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