
 

   Discussion Guide 

Jesus and Enemies
Luke 19:1-10 

Ice Breaker 
(5 minutes) 

Discuss 

• Who’s your favorite villain of all time? Why?  

Lesson Review 
(45 minutes) 

Andy said that every culture in history has understood that “hate you enemies” is a 
normal pattern. It’s natural. It makes sense. In this sermon series, we’re looking at 
unusual or revolutionary things Jesus did — ways to behold his world-changing 
message with new eyes. The message “love your enemies" certainly would have 
sounded revolutionary to Jesus’ listeners.   

Read Matt. 5:43-48  
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PASSAGE CONTEXT 

Now read Matt. 5:21-42  

Discuss  

• What pattern do you see in these verses?   

• What is Jesus saying about the old ways (“hate your enemy”) and his new way 
(“love your enemy”)?  

• Andy said loving our enemies doesn’t mean rendering ourselves defenseless before 
them, but charitable toward them. Read Matt. 5:38-42. Do you agree with Andy’s 
synthesis of these verses?  

CULTURAL CONTEXT 

Read Luke 19:1-10  

Jericho was a small village in a valley surrounded by barren desert peaks. It was an 
oasis. Wikipedia says, "Jericho is described in the Hebrew Bible as the 'City of Palm 
Trees'. Copious springs in and around the city attracted human habitation for thousands 
of years.” Andy compared it to Palm Springs. This oasis setting attracted the rich and 
powerful. Zaccheus would have been one of the hated rich because he had made lots of 
money extorting the Jews. He had sold out to the occupying Romans, collected their tax 
on his own people, and then gouged them even deeper to line his own pockets. Andy 
compared Zaccheus to Bernie Madoff, perpetrator of the largest financial fraud in U.S. 
history.   
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Jesus’ encounter with Zaccheus occurred on his last trip through Jericho on his way to 
Jerusalem where he would be killed. The gospels only record his interactions with two 
people on this visit — Zaccheus and a blind man named Bartimaeus.  

Read Luke 18:35-43 

Discuss  

• Compare and contrast Zaccheus and Bartimaeus.   

“The discoverer of the role of forgiveness in the realm of human affairs was Jesus of Nazareth.” 

—Hannah Arendt 

“Hate your enemies" has been the standard protocol among human relationships since 
the beginning of time. It was even codified for God’s people in the Old Testament.   

Read Lev. 24:17-20, Lev. 20:10, and Deut. 23:1-6  

Andy described the ancient pagan practice of creating “curse tablets.” People with a 
grievance against someone else would pay a priest to invoke a curse on the offender. 
They would inscribe these curses on stone or copper. Here’s an example of the text of 
one such tablet:  

“So long as someone, whether slave or free, keeps silent or knows anything about it, 
may he be accursed in (his) blood and eyes and every limb and even have all his 
intestines quite eaten away if he has stolen the ring or been privy to the theft.”  

Application 
(10 minutes) 

Andy said we can all fill in this blank: "I don’t hate a lot of people; but I hate 
________________.”  

Discuss  

• Who did you put in that blank and why? (To reveal your enemies, you don’t have to 
look any farther than your wounds. Who has hurt you? Why has it been hard to 
forgive them?) 
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Make your own curse tablet. Take the person or group in the blank above and write out 
a curse. What would you like to happen to them?   

Close your time by praying for the people on your curse tablet. Commit to carrying your 
curse tablet with you this week and praying for the person listed there every day. At the 
beginning of next week’s meeting, you’ll have an opportunity to discuss your 
experience.  
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