
  Discussion Guide 

What Wise Ones Do
Luke 2:1-12 

Ice Breaker 
(5 minutes) 

Discuss 

• In a nod to Star Wars, Andy said he would rather be a magi than a jedi. Have you 
seen the newest Star Wars movie? What similarities can you find between magi and 
jedi? (No, the magi did not carry light sabers.)  

Lesson Review 
(45 minutes) 

Read Matthew 2:1-12 

Andy pointed out that the story of the magi is only found in the gospel of Matthew. 
Matthew is a decidedly Jewish book. It was written to a Jewish audience and concerns 
itself with Jewish law, tradition, history and prophecy.  
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"Matthew wrote, above all else, to prove that Jesus of Nazareth was indeed the promised Messiah-King (the 
sovereign son of David and the sacrificial son of Abraham)… 

"Matthew looks back and refers to Hebrew prophecies about sixty times (“was fulfilled” and “might be 
fulfilled”). He also looks forward by dealing not only with Messiah’s coming and his ministry, but also his 
future plan for the kingdom, and for the building of his church." 

— Stuart K. Weber, Holman New Testament Commentary 

This is the reason scholars list Matthew as the first gospel in most New Testament 
collections. It serves as a bridge between the two testaments.   

So it’s interesting that Matthew is the gospel writer who includes this story about these 
foreign, pagan astrologers. Andy explained how this story provides a historical link that 
Matthew’s Jewish audience would have understood.   

Read Daniel 1:1-7 

Daniel was among the Israelites taken into Babylonian captivity. He was taken to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s court to be trained as a sort of consultant to the pagan, superstitious 
king.   

Read Daniel 2:1-3 

These officials which the NIV calls “magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers” 
were probably similar to the magi described in Matthew. In Daniel 2, Daniel 
miraculously interprets a dream for Nebuchadnezzar thereby winning acclaim for the 
Jewish God. Then he uses his newfound influence to save the lives of the magi who had 
failed at the dream challenge, thereby winning loyalty among the Babylonian court 
officials.   

God’s revelation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was only the beginning of a series of 
events that raised Babylonian respect for Daniel, the Jews, and their God. Daniel’s 
interpretation of the dream came true, as did several other of Daniel’s prophetic 
predictions about world events. Later, Daniel was miraculously rescued from a den of 
lions and three of his compatriots were miraculously rescued after being thrown into a 
furnace. All this happened in the sixth century BC. By the time Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, the Babylonian intelligentsia had been tracking Jewish prophecy for 
centuries. Even as they continued to practice emperor worship, pagan religions, and 
astrological superstition, they had learned to take Israel’s God seriously. Thus, Andy 
pointed out, it was the Babylonians who traveled 1,200 miles from modern-day Iraq to 
worship the newborn King, not God’s chosen people who couldn’t be bothered to travel 
five miles from their ivory towers in Jerusalem.   
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This becomes a trope that is repeated many times throughout the gospels: those people 
who should be closest to God — priests, preachers and religious leaders — miss it when 
he shows up, while those on the fringes are granted faith. So Jesus says to the most 
learned religious scholars of his day, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you."  

Discuss 

• Picture yourself in Daniel’s shoes — captured by a middle-eastern nation known for 
worshipping a false god, and enlisted in training to be one of its leaders. What would 
you do in that situation? Why is Daniel’s approach surprising?  

Andy said, "I want us to learn from the magi. I want us to be wise. I want our church to 
be wise.” Then he explained two things the wise men did.   

1.  The magi sought to know God.  

The magi acted on the knowledge they had. They responded when God showed up. In 
fact, they endured a difficult and uncertain journey in response to God’s appearing. 
Andy contrasted this wisdom with the foolishness of the Jewish religious power brokers 
who ignored the incarnation in favor of holding on to their corner offices.   

Discuss 

• How did the magi seek God? What specific actions did they take to worship?   

• As you think about 2016, how will you seek God? How can you emulate the magi?   

2.  The magi sought to make God known.  

The biblical account ends with the magi returning home. But some ancient manuscripts 
— including an eighth-century Syriac manuscript in the Vatican Library called 
“Revelation of the Magi” — hold that the magi continued to worship Jesus and preach 
his kingdom in Babylon. Those sources are less reliable than Matthew’s book, but such a 
response makes sense. It fits the pattern of how people responded to Jesus.   

Discuss 

• What other biblical characters spread the word after an encounter with Jesus? Can 
you think of any biblical characters who encountered Jesus and didn’t tell about it?   
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“Every Christian is either a missionary or an imposter”  

— C.H. Spurgeon  

Andy showed a photo of three modern-day magi — students and faculty from Wheaton 
College who spent a week in the desert with 70,000 dirty, stoned, promiscuous, 
spiritually-hungry people gathered for Burning Man. One of them, student Beth 
Seversen, said, "I want to see these people, who are imprinted with the image of God, 
fall in love with the gospel.”  

With all the violence, intolerance, heresy, and threats we see every day, Andy said he 
often feels like Burning Man is an apt metaphor for our world. The prophet Daniel, 
living in captivity to a brutal and pagan kingdom, probably felt the same way. And yet 
neither Daniel nor Beth Seversen set out to condemn the pagans. Neither did God.   

Read John 3:16-17 

Discuss 

• To whom are you a missionary? Who do you think of when you read Beth Seversen’s 
sentiment, “I want to see these people fall in love with the gospel.”?  

Application 
(10 minutes) 

Know God and make him known. The discussion questions above have asked you to 
identify a specific step you can take to know Jesus better in 2016, and a specific person to 
whom you’d like to make him known. Consider taking two more steps to solidify this 
lesson.   

1.  Create reminders.  

Resolutions are notoriously easy to forget. Take a few minutes out of your lesson time 
for everyone to create reminders to know God and make him known this year. Set a 
recurring alarm on your phone. Write on sticky notes you can post on your fridge or 
bathroom mirror. If you’re the creative type, bring supplies to your meeting and create 
little reminders that each member of your group can take home.  
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2.  Consider combining those two applications.  

Is there someone you could invite to study the Bible with you? Someone you could bring 
along on a service project? Ministry mustn’t always be done to unbelievers; it can also be 
done with them.  
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