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March 2018 
Thank you for your participation in the 2018 OFMA Conference 

“Inspiring Leadership Celebrating Success”  
 

 The Initial registration of fairs and associates was the largest in the history of the OFMA, Junior 
Fair registration was strong and that final registration was a record for junior fair at 1279.   
 Thursdays Officer training with Fair board subject matter experts, Ohio Auditors office staff Beth 
Short and others provided in depth details to those attending on management and other organizational sub-
jects, Dave Grimm CFE,  program closed out the sessions Thursday sessions with “How do we attract the 
COSTCO Crowd to our Fairs provided interesting insight to getting your message out on your programing 
for your fairs. The Annual Queen competition saw over 900 people in attendance in the Regency Ballroom 
as the 8 judges worked thru the process to select 16 semifinalist and then 5 finalist.  
 Friday with its mix of district meetings, sessions, ODA Luncheon and hearing from Director Dan-
iels, Lieutenant Governor Mary Taylor, Secretary of State Jon Husted, Auditor of State David Yost and At-
torney General Mike DeWine were well attended. Dr Tony Forshey communicated to all Fair Boards the 
current state of rules and needs of each Fairboard to ensure the health rules and process and procedures are 
followed. The Annual Tradeshow of Associates members included 128 spaces contracted for the 2 day 
Show. The Poker Chip Game sponsored by Otters Concessions, Triple Treat Show and Kissel Amuse-
ments drew over 500 participates for the prize drawings including a table each day. The change in program 
format of the Showcase Evening with the dropping of  the meal, dessert stations saw the 76 tables filled 
300 seats on the main floor and 300 seats in the balcony filled. A lot of boards and groups were able to get 
out for a early evening meal and then join the event and see the 7 groups preform. Early arrivals had chanc-
es for drawings including a flat screen TV.  
 Saturday the General Session saw the largest assembly of any OFMA session in its near history with 
moving the General Session to Battelle Hall which increased the seating capacity form 1900 SRO to 3300 
seats. The second year using Battelle Hall saw an estimated 2500 attend knowing they would have seating 
for the 2 hour program. Key Note Address Speaker Ashlee Lundvall with her presentation: A Redefined 
Life: Lessons from A Pitchfork captivated the audience with her life story following her fall onto a pitch 
fork handle breaking her back and paralyzing her. The moment that all were awaiting with the Ohio Fairs’ 
Queen announcements finally arrived and 2017 Ohio Fairs’ Queen Crista Wortkoetter announced Mor-
gan McCutcheon, Hartford Independent Fair Queen as the 2018 
Ohio Fairs’ Queen.  
 Sunday’s Awards Breakfast with the induction of 3 fair Direc-
tors and 1 associate family being inducted into the Ohio Fairs Hall of 
fame and the Communication awards presented at breakfast attended 
by 456 officials and families. The Annual Meeting of the Association 
closed the convention with the Election of the following: Dan Bullen 
President, Rod Arter 1st Vice President, Paul Harris 2nd Vice 
President and Robert Dawson Treasurer.  The Stephany Spielman 
Cancer Research collection totaled over $1400. Thank you for your 
support of this dreaded disease.  
 As the OFMA Board of directors begins their review of the 93rd 
Annual Convention held in January they will  review and analysis the 
results, successes and bumps just as we all do with our own business 
and fair. Thank You for your participation and support.  
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President Dan’s thoughts,  
 Greetings from Greene County, 
 

 Now that the 2018 Convention is over and in the books.  I 
sit back and think about how the convention was such a great suc-
cess. Record number of attendees, an outstanding trade show, 
some of the best seminars in recent history and what an amazing 
general session Key Note Speaker  Ashlee Lundvall.   I would 
like to thank all of our Directors and Past Presidents for their hard 
work on the convention.  
 We really need to thank Howard and Theresa Call and the 
office staff for their dedication to making the Ohio Convention 
the greatest Fair Managers convention in the United States. 
 I would like to thank Bob Buxton for his leadership and 
dedication to the OFMA for the last two years. Also I would like 
to thank Chris Brust for his 9 years of service as a District 4 Di-
rector. We would like to welcome Gary Prater, Ross County and 
Paul Lease Columbiana County as District Directors. 
Lets all welcome and congratulate the 2018 Ohio Fairs’ Queen Morgan McCutcheon from the Hart-
ford Independent Fair! I know this will be an exciting year for Morgan and her family. To be 
crowned Ohio Fairs’ Queen out the outstanding group of young ladies that participated this year is a 
feat in it’s self. 
 Now to our new officers congratulation to Rod Arter, First Vice President and Paul Harris, 
Second Vice President. Remember this next two years goes fast so enjoy your time in your office. 
Congratulation to Bob Dawson on being elected Treasurer. Bob is one of the best treasurers I know 
and is very thorough with our organization finances.  
 This year will be very exciting to be President. There will be challenges for every fair. We 
need to be positive on the ride safety program and help in every way to promote how safe our carni-
vals at our fairs really are. When the media comes to your fair remember safety is the most im-
portant item on every directors mind. We have a very pro fairs state legislature at this time so any 
time you meet with your representatives make sure to tell them our needs in the Fair industry. If we 
all keep them thinking about fairs and our youth it will go along way when the budgets come 
around. I promise that at the next convention we will have a proposal on term limits for directors of 
the Ohio Fair Managers Association.         Remember 
the spring meetings and every fair needs at least one representative at your district meeting. 
 
Stay warm and see you at the Spring meetings Dan Bullen, President 

Lisko Family Midway                
Amusements Inc.  

 

3911 Cooper Rd 
Lowellville, OH 44436 Office  

Phone: 330-536-6828 
Tim's Phone: 330-233-1615 

Richards's Phone: 724-333-4854  

  
Email: info@liskofamilymidway.com 

mailto:info@liskofamilymidway.com
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Ohio Fairs’ Queen  Morgan McCutcheon  
 
Dear Ohio Fair Managers, 
 Wow! Five days, two interviews, one on-stage 
question, and memories and friends that will last a 
lifetime! My name is Morgan McCutcheon and I am so 
very honored to have been named your 2018 Ohio 
Fairs’ Queen. In all, 78 queens came from near and far 
to represent their fair, and each one that I met was a 
wonderful representation of their fair. I am extremely 
proud that Ohio has so many brilliant, beautiful young 
ladies who will go on to change the world.  
 On August 6 th, when Crista Wortkoetter an-
nounced my name as the 2017 Hartford Independent 
Fair Queen, I was so excited and ready to take on the 
year representing the fair that I loved so dearly. Then 
as I headed to Columbus for the Ohio Fair Queens 
Contest, my primary goal was to have fun and repre-
sent the Hartford Independent Fair to the best of my 
ability. I had no idea at that time that I would once 
again hear Crista call my name, only this time I would 
be announced as the 2018 Ohio Fairs’ Queen. Oh, how my legs shook as Crista 
crowned me!  As I looked up at the sea of people in the audience, I saw each and 
every one of the Hartford Fair’s Junior Fair Board and Senior Fair Board members 
standing, clapping and cheering. In that very moment, I was overwhelmed! I knew 
that I had reached my goal and now was ecstatic to be able to travel the state of 
Ohio representing all of your wonderful fairs and sharing my love for the program 
that had made me who I am today.  
 “Inspiring Leadership, Celebrating Success,” was the theme for the OFMA 
Conference this year, and I believe it describes the work that each of you do in sup-
porting young leaders involved in junior fair board work. Growing up through the 
junior fair program, I first was mentored by Junior Fair Board members, and now 
have served in that very same capacity. The opportunities that are made possible 
through Ohio’s junior fair programs are incredible, and I plan to promote the bene-
fits of being involved as much as possible. Being a part of the Hartford Fair has 
made a world of difference in my life!  
 Thank you for your hard work, dedication, and sincere love for fairs. I cannot 
wait to travel the state and see all that makes each fair special and unique. I fully 
realize that the coming year presents an amazing opportunity, and plan to appreciate 
each and every mile, step, and milkshake along the way. I am sincerely honored to 
be named your 2018 Ohio Fairs Queen, and I look forward to seeing you as I’m out 
an about on the roads of Ohio!  
My contact e-mail is: ohiofairsqueen2018@gmail.com  
 

       I hope you have a blessed year,  
 

       Morgan McCutcheon 
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L-R 2nd Abigail Hissong Miami County, 3rd Sue Anne Steele 
Pickaway County Fair, 2018 Ohio Fairs’ Queen Morgan 
McCutcheon Hartford Independent Fair, 2017 Ohio Fairs’ 
Queen Crista Wortkoetter Williams County,  1st runner up 
Hannah Ziegler Wyandot County Fair,  4th Taylor Schilling 
Clark County Fair.   
 

Middle Picture: Ohio Fairs’ Queens at the Extravaganza 
Evening sitting on the Ohio State Table donated by Allen 
County Fair purchased by OFMA Past President Tim Massie.  
 

Bottom Picture: 78 County and Independent Fair Queens 
Thursday January 4, 2018.  Final 5 in the front row with 2017 
Ohio Fairs’ Queen Crista Wortkoetter presiding.  

Presenting Sponsor of the Ohio 
Fairs Queen Program 

Sales of New and Used Carts 
 

Service & Rentals 
 

Eagle Golf Car Company 
4270 Old Columbus Road 

Carroll, Ohio  
 1-888– 432–3059 

http://www.eaglegolfcars.net 
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2018 Ohio Fairs’ Queen Semi Finalist 
The following is a list of the 16 qualifiers and their definition word 

Rebecca Duckworth Morrow County,    Communicate 
Allison Rupp Green County,    Experience 
Taylor Schiling Clark County,    Courage 
Madeleine Rene Diley, Union County,  Dedication 
Claira Wilson Hardin County,    Kindness 
Abigail Renee Hissong  Miami County,  Reliable 
Abbey Wersher Wayne County,    Motivation 
Morgan McCutcheon, Hartford Ind.              Encouragement 
McKayla Raines Adams County,   Trust 
Hannah Noel Ziegler Wyandot,    Opportunity 
Menly Lutz Muskingum County,   Pride 
Natali Tallie Troyer Holmes county,   Friendship  
Sue Anne Steele Pickaway County,   Contribution 
Desiree Sharp Crawford County,   Success 
Michaelia Fisher Auglaize County,   Commitment 
Emmy Beck-Eden Athens County,   Honesty  

                                                                
Abigail Hissong Miami  

Hannah Ziegler Wyandot  

Taylor Schilling Clark 

Sue Anne Steele Pickaway  
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Meet Paul Lease District 9 Director  

 Paul is a 1976 graduate of United High School in Han-
overton, Ohio.  I am a lifelong resident of Columbiana County 
and have worked for Columbia Gas of Ohio (a Nisource 
Corp.) for 37 years.  I have been married to my wife Sue for 
36 years, and we have one son, Eric, who is 28 years old.  I 
also work with my brother Scott managing our family farm. 
 I was a member of 4-H for 9 years showing steers and 
horses, and was a Jr. Fair board member for 4 years.  I have 
served on the Columbiana County Fair board for 26 years, 4 
of those years I served as President,  and 4 years as Vice Presi-
dent.   As a board member I have worked on every committee 
pertaining to the fair board.   I served as chairman on various 
ground projects to enhance the fairgrounds. 
 I am a member of the Winona Ruritans and I am also a 
Butler Township Trustee.  I am also currently serving as an Omega Board member.                          
 My entire life I have been strongly rooted to both the agricultural community and the 
fair.  Paul Lease  

Ohio Fair Managers Tour 
Announcement of                

Tour Route                           
Departing Friday October 5  
 
The annual OFMA bus tour will depart 
from NE Ohio to  Fryeburg Fair in 
Maine, Topsfield Fair in Massachusetts, 
Gloucester Massachusetts/Boston area 
attractions, York County Fairgrounds in 
Pennsylvania, Harley Davidson Manu-
facturing, Lancaster PA area sites and 
more.  
 
The registration papers will be out prior 
to the spring meeting, if you wish to be 
added to the mailing list please e-mail the 
OFMA office with your contact infor-
mation @   ohiofairs@att.net   
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MOWRY’S 
Pizza, Stromboli, Italian Sausage, 

 Lemon Shake, Soft Serve Ice Cream,  
Flame Broiled Sirloin Steak 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin & Jamie Pope  
PO Box 3204     Lexington, OH 44904 

Day: (419) 884-0694   
Eve: (740) 272-0895    

E-mail: mowryspizza@aol.com 
  

RECOMMENDATIONS from the 2018 OFMA Annual Meeting                 
January 7, 2018 

  

Now be it recommended that the OFMA Board of Directors support the Ohio Department of 

Agriculture position to require all swine show to be terminal or swine to be on the fair-

grounds for no more than seventy-two (72) hours. Will be addressed February 28, 2018 

Now be it recommended that the OFMA Board of Directors review changing the constitution 

so that  resolutions be submitted by the annual meeting and then voted on at the Spring 

District Meetings.  Will be reviewed and assigned to committee February 28, 2018  

 Now be it recommended that the OFMA Board of Directors review the Constitution of the ap-
pointment of the Director-At-Large position, that the maximum term be six (6) years, and 
each newly elected President appoint at less one (1) director at large. Anyone maybe reap-
pointed after being off the Board for two (2) years.  Will be reviewed and assigned to 
committee February 28, 2018  

 Now it be recommended that the OFMA Board of Directors work with Ohio Department of 
Agriculture that Fair dates be established for a four (4) period as per statue. Will be ad-
dressed February 28, 2018   

Now it be recommended that the OFMA Board of Directors work with the Ohio Department of 

Agriculture to revisit the possibility of the ODA conduct the Fair audits. This was ad-

dressed to Director Daniels and the State Auditor fall of 2017 and ODA refused with 

the advice of the Auditor, This will be revisited February 28, 2018                                                         

Now be recommended that the OFMA Board of Directors look into the possibility of establish-

ing a Fair King contest. Will be reviewed and assigned to committee February 28, 2018  
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It is with great pleasure on behalf of the direc-
tors of The Auglaize County Fair to nominate 
Fair Manager Fred Piehl to the Ohio Fair Man-
agers Association Hall of Fame.   

Fred Piehl started out early in life as a 4-
H Member and FFA member showing Steers 
and Angus cattle at the Auglaize County Fair 
after serving 10 years a director and then 25 
years as the Fair Manager of the Auglaize 
County Fair retired in 2017. Fred improved the 
fair in many ways through his leadership, con-
struction knowledge, financial stewardship and 
oversight with the community. The fair grew 
from a $250,000 business to now operating 
with a $850,000 Budget.     

The board constructed the latest new 
Show 12,000 sq ft building and named it in 
Fred’s honor, the Piehl Family Arena.  
Fred’s accomplishments as manager include 
the Winter Storage of camper and boats, rental 
of building and grounds, improved communica-
tions with County Offices and the County Com-
missioners.    

Fred worked closely over his tenure with 
the finance committee to hold reverse raffles to finance new buildings including the 
cattle barn, horse barn, Exhibit Building, restroom showers in the campground and the 
new show arena.     

Fred has been recognized by Greater Ohio Showman in 2005 as Fair Manager 
of the Year, Cattleman’s Association Meritorious Service Award, and Friend of 4-H 
award. Fred has attended many OFMA conventions over the last 35 years, participat-
ing, presenting and sharing ideas with many Fair Managers.      
   

Fred and his wife Diane have participated in many Ohio Fair Manger Tours. 
Fred is active in his community and was a founding member of the Rangers Athletic 
Booster and a deacon in his home church.   
 
The Ohio Fair Managers Association is proud to Inductee Fred Piehl for his sup-

port to Ohio Fairs, The Auglaize County Fair and his community into the Ohio 
Fairs Hall of Fame. Class of 2018  

 
Jon Overmyer, OFMA Past President and past director of the retired Ohio Fair Partici-
pating Plan presents the award to Fred Piehl. Awards are sponsored by the Ohio Fair 
Participating Plan Grant.  

Ohio Fairs Hall of Fame Class Induction: Fred Piehl  
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 It is with great pleasure on behalf of the Greater 
Ohio Showman to nominate Russell (Sonny) and Barba-
ra Kissel to the Ohio Fair Managers Association Hall of 
Fame in the Associate Member Category Sonny Kissel 
& Barb Dabney were married on Aug. 29, 1955. They 
successfully raised 5 children, who all still work in and 
contribute to the outdoor amusement business today. 
 While still working a full time job at GE, Sonny 
started working in the Amusement industry in 1969 
helping his Father, Russell, on the weekends,  running a 
small carnival (Kissel Rides & Concessions) consisting 
of a few rides and concessions. Sonny and Barb had 
taken over the operation in 1976, after his Fathers' ill-
ness and prior to his father's death in 1977.  In the sea-
son of 1977, they purchased 3 rides and a partial route, 
from Bob Kissel. That was the birth of what is known 
today as Kissel Bros. Shows, Inc.  

In 1978 Sonny & Barb bought their first brand 
new amusement ride, A Hurricane, for the price of 
$78,000.00, which was a huge milestone for someone 
who had come from such humble beginnings. 

In 1981 Sonny and Barb purchased Dines 
Amusements, which also came with an Ohio Fair route. 
At that point he decided to retire from GE in order to dedicate more of his time to the growth of 
Kissel Brothers Shows. 

By the year of 1988 Sonny & Barb were successfully operating 3 mobile units servicing 
numerous Ohio county fairs and multiple church festivals throughout Ohio. 

For nearly the next decade, Sonny worked hard to grow Kissel Brothers Shows as well as 
the amusement industry. He served on the Ohio Ride Safety Advisory Board . He was also a life-
time member and a very active supporter of the Greater Ohio Showmen's Association. 

After Sonny's untimely death at the end of the 1995 season, Barb Kissel and family con-
tinued the operation of Kissel Brothers Shows and are still a big part of Ohio's fairs and festivals 
today. Sonny and Barb Kissel have paved the way for the success of multiple generations of 
family members who own and operate numerous ride companies today, such as Triple Treat 
Shows, Inc. and Kissel Amusement Co. Their legacy lives on.  

The Ohio Fair Managers Association is proud to Inductee Russell (Sonny) and Barbara 
Kissel for his support to Ohio Fairs, and their community into the                                                

Ohio Fairs Hall of Fame. Class of 2018  
 
Jon Overmyer, OFMA Past President and past director of the retired Ohio Fair Partici-
pating Plan presents the award to Barbara Kissel.  Awards are sponsored by the Ohio 
Fair Participating Plan Grant.  
  

Ohio Fairs Hall of Fame Class Induction:  
Barbara and Russel “Sonny” Kissel   
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Ohio Fairs Hall of Fame Class Induction: Ray Davis   

 It is with great pleasure on behalf of the direc-
tors of the Hardin County Fair to nominate Ray Davis 
to the Ohio Fair Managers Association Hall of Fame.  
Ray has been a lifelong resident of Hardin County 
and served the board for 37 years of faithful service to 
the fair.   
 He has served as President, Vice President and 
on numerous committees including goats, draft hors-
es, beef, grounds, entertainment, concessions, adult 
showmanship, shuttles, consignment sale, 4th of July 
committee, executive and budgeting. During his 
chairmanship he as goat superintendent the fair built a 
new small animal show area. Ray attended all but one 
Ohio Fair Mangers conventions since he has been on 
fair board where he attended sessions as well as 
helped with their annual auction and registration. He 
and his wife Delores also enjoyed going on the OF-
MA annual bus trips for many years. Ray would be at 
the back of the bus handling the snacks and beverages 
on Bus 2. Ray also attended the International Associa-
tion of Fairs convention in Las Vegas 
 Ray retired from Rockwell in Kenton in 1997 
after 33 years of employment and owns the family 
farm south of Kenton where he raises goats, cattle and 
grain. He  is a member and past president of the Ohio Dairy Goat Association, Hardin County 
Draft Horse association who honored  in 2000 him for his work on the draft horse show at the 
fair, member of Hardin County Cattle Producers and in 2003 received the Hardin County Pro-
ducer award for his work on the beef committee at the fair, member of the Hardin County coon 
Hunters, member of the Painter Creek Grange for 60 plus years, life member of the Kenton 
Elks Lodge 157 where he was named Elk of  the Year in 1978, attends  the Ridgeway Church 
of Christ, 32 year adviser for the Hootenanny 4-H Club, past member of the Hardin county 4-H 
Council and Ray enjoys fishing at the Hardin County Quarry 
 Ray’s wife Delores who passed away in 2010 was also very active in the Hardin County 
Fair helping in the antique department, planting flowers and driving the shuttles. They have 
three sons Craig Shaw, Curt Shaw and Ernie Davis, three grandsons and one great grandson. 

  

The Ohio Fair Managers Association is proud to induct Ray Davis for 
his support to Ohio Fairs, the Hardin County Fair and his community 

into the Ohio Fairs Hall of Fame. Class of 2018  

 
Jon Overmyer, OFMA Past President and past director of the retired Ohio Fair Partici-
pating Plan presents the award to Fred Piehl. Awards are sponsored by the Ohio Fair 
Participating Plan Grant.  
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 It is with great pleasure on behalf of the directors 

of The Carroll County Fair to nominate James (Jim) 

Long to the Ohio Fair Managers Association Hall of 

Fame.  Respected, well spoken, admired, polite, humble, 

and modest are adjectives that accurately reflect the 42 

years Jim has served on the board.  Jim is one who per-

forms a lot of the work behind the scenes, which few ever 

see.  He never complains and simply gets the job done – 

not matter what it takes!  Jim sets a high benchmark for 

other board members, often is the voice of reason at cru-

cial moments, and provides an excellent role model for 

his peers.  Jim has never been one for the spotlight or to 

seek awards/recognition.  

Jim has been a lifelong resident of Carroll County.  Jim 

has served 8 years as President, eight year as Vice Presi-

dent, Superintendent of the Cattle & Dairy Departments 

since coming onto the board. Jim secured a $38,000 grant 

in 2017 from the Ohio History Connection for the reno-

vation of the Open Class Dairy Barn, which is the oldest 

and most historic building on the fairgrounds, has fur-

nished a tractor and finish mower for the board for the past 13 years to keep the grounds mowed, 

provided a contractor (at no cost to the board) to repair the Open Class Cattle Barn slate roof, 

when a new hub rail was being built for the race track, Jim furnished the truck, trailer, and driver 

to haul in the new posts and for most of his tenure on the board, Jim has donated a loader, tractor, 

and manure spreader to clean the barns after the fair as well as furnished the board with any 

basic piece of equipment  that the board has needed, at no cost to the board Jim has attended 

many OFMA Conventions, Spring Meetings as well as served numerous times as the board’s del-

egate to the OFMA Conference. In conjunction with his father, Ed Long, they ran Ed Long, Inc. 

for over 50 years.  They sold Allis Chalmers and Ford tractors, along with other equipment and 

longtime member of the Carrollton Farmer’s Exchange Board of Directors. Jim and his wife 

Marsha have three children and two grandchildren, farm 350 aces, with an Angus brood cow 

herd of about 75 cows.  

                                                                                                                                                               

The Ohio Fair Managers Association is proud to Inductee James “Jim“ Long  for his sup-

port to Ohio Fairs, The Carroll County Fair and his community into the                                 

Ohio Fairs Hall of Fame. Class of 2018  

Jon Overmyer, OFMA Past President and past director of the retired Ohio Fair Participating Plan 
presents the award to James Long . Awards are sponsored by the Ohio Fair Participating Plan 
Grant.  

Ohio Fairs Hall of Fame Class Induction: James Long   
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Ohio Fair Managers 2017 Communication Awards 
Sunday January 7, 2018                                                                                                  

Presenting Sponsor   Ohio Harness Horsemen Association  
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House Bill 312 – Credit Card Policies – Passes Ohio House 
 
Representatives Kirk Schuring (R-Canton) and Dave Greenspan (R-Westlake) have introduced House Bill 312, which 
would require local governments to establish credit card policies.  
 
The bill specifies that the policy addresses all of the following: 
 

Who is authorized to use the card; 
What expense the card may be used to pay; 
The procedure for use of the card; 
How frequently credit cards are issued and a process for reporting lost or stolen cards; 
The credit cards maximum spending limits; and 
What qualifies as misuse of the credit card. 

 
The bill specifies that the name of the agricultural society must appear on the card.  If the Treasurer of an agricultural socie-
ty does not retain the credit card, the society must appoint a compliance officer to oversee the use of the card.  Anyone who 
is authorized to use the card must provide an itemized receipt to the Treasurer when returning the card.  Purchases that do 
not include an itemized receipt must be reimbursed by the user of the card. 
 
The bill would also ban the use of debit cards, except when related to the receipt of grant money.  Additionally, the bill au-
thorizes the Auditor of State to create rules for the disclosure and audit of credit card rewards accrued by local governments 
and requires fairs to annually submit to the Auditor’s office details of awards accrued by using the credit card. 
 
This legislation applies to all public entities and political subdivisions.  This legislation was considered by the House Gov-
ernment Oversight and Accountability Committee.  It has been favorably reported by the House Committee and went on to 
pass the full House of Representatives unanimously on December 5, 2017.  The legislation will now be considered by the 
Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee. 
 
Bill Would Make Prevailing Wage Optional 
 
Senator Matt Huffman (R – Lima) has introduced Senate Bill 72.  SB 72 would make prevailing wage regulations for politi-
cal subdivisions and other local governments optional.  In the House, Representatives Kristina Roegner and Craig Riedel 
have introduced House Bill 163.  HB 163 has 30 co-sponsors, including the Speaker of the House Cliff Rosenberger. 
 
The OFMA has long advocated for county agricultural societies to not be subject to prevailing wage requirements.  OFMA 
is requesting that fairs compile specific examples of how complying with prevailing wage has burdened fairs financially.   
 
SB 72 has been referred to the Senate Finance Committee.  HB 163 was referred to House Economic Development, Com-
merce & Labor Committee where the sponsor testimony was held on May 9, 2017. Committee Democrats questioned 
whether the legislative change would essentially repeal prevailing wage law, resulting in less income tax revenue for local 
governments and fewer construction jobs. Rep. Roegner and Rep. Riedel responded to these concerns stating that although 
some wages would be lost, local governments could afford to conduct more construction projects which would equate to 
more jobs. 
 
A proponent hearing was held on House Bill 163 on September 19, 2017.  The OFMA submitted testimony supporting the 
legislation.  Also supporting the bill were: NFIB, Associated Builders and Contractors of Ohio, Ohio Chamber of Com-
merce, and several others representing local governments. 
 
Inflatable Ride Rule Clears JCARR 

 
In response to the provisions in the state budget bill regarding inflatable rides, the Ohio Department of Agriculture has re-
leased an authorized emergency rule.  In order for ODAg to have the authority to enforce an emergency rule, Governor 
Kasich signed an executive order allowing the authority.  The rule went into effect on October 1, 2017.  An emergency rule 
can be in effect for 120 days.   
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Does your Fair have a story to 
tell?????? 

Articles from Fairs and our                
Associates are always welcome  

Email to: ohiofairs@att.net 

Most notably in the rule is a decrease in the inspection fee for inflatable rides to $104.  When prescribed by law, the fee 
was $105.  It also changes the duration of the permit for inflatables.  Inflatable permits will now be valid for 12 
months.  All other rides’ permits expire on December 31st regardless of when they were issued. 
 
The formal rule process began with the rule being filed with JCARR.  A public hearing was held on the rule at ODAg 
on November 27, 2017 at 9:00am.  Four people representing the inflatable ride companies testified at the hearing.  This 
rule was on the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR) agenda for the December 11, 2017 meeting.  
JCARR Chairman Representative Mike Duffey did question ODAg legal council about the rule.  After questioning, the 
rule went through without objection.  The rule will go into effect on January 7, 2018. 
 
Legislators Resign, House Replacements Selected  
 
Two members of the Ohio General Assembly resigned in 2017 due to inappropriate behavior.  Senator Cliff Hite (R – 
Findley) and Representative Wes Goodman (R – Cardington) gave up their seats when information about their unac-
ceptable behavior came to light.   
 
The Ohio Senate has selected Representative Rob McColley (R – Napoleon) to replace Hite.  McColley has already be 
sworn in to his new position. Additionally, as Representative McColley was a member of the House Republican leader-
ship team, his spot in leadership was filled by Representative Bill Reineke (R – Tiffin). 
 
The process to replace Goodman and McColley has come to an end. Jim Hoops, who served in the Ohio House from 
1999-2006, will fill the seat left vacant when McColley joined the Senate.  Riordan McClain, who is the son of previ-
ous State Representative Jeff McClain, has been selected to serve the 87th Ohio House District, previously Rep. Good-
man’s seat. 
 
Copies of legislation – Go to www.legislature.state.oh.us 
 How to Contact Your Lobbyists 
 
Amanda Sines and Mikayla Pollitt 
Government Advantage Group 
17 South High Street, Suite 750 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

Reithoffer Shows Inc.                   
P. O. Box 1080 

Gibsonton, FL 33534 
Please call our office                           

at (567)371-9065 or e-mail 
 dgrimm@reithoffershows.com   

http://www.legislature.state.oh.us
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Ohio  Fair Managers Association  
P. O. Box  2625     

Stow, Ohio 44224  
330 208 0372 ph/fax 

ohiofairs@att.net          
 www.ohiofairs.org 

Servicing Ohio’s Fair’s  
and Related Members Interests 

for over 93 years    

  

OFMA Future Convention Dates   
Hyatt Regency Columbus Ohio                       
  
 2019 January 3-6 (Thurs-Sun)    
 2020 January  2-5 (Thurs-Sun)  
 2021 January 6-10 (Thurs-Sun) 

501C-3 STATUS ASSISTANCE:  
 Has your Fair considered obtaining independent 501(c)(3) tax exempt status to 
separate from the Group Ruling administered by the Ohio Department of Agricul-
ture? There is no better time than now to get started! 
 There are currently many fairs participating in the IRS Group Ruling. While 
participation in a Group Ruling is an acceptable method of tax exemption, it does 
present some challenges, including a built-in reliance on other unrelated Fairs to 
maintain the 501(c)(3) tax exempt status of your Fair. As you may know, if the 
Group exemption status is jeopardized, it jeopardizes the tax exemption of each 
member of the Group.  
 Rosenbeck Law has assisted several fairs in obtaining an independent tax ex-
emption over the course of the past 12 months. The process takes about 3 months 
from start to finish and our attorneys handle all of the required filings for you. Also, 
during the time your Fair is in the process of seeking separation from the Group Rul-
ing to an independent exemption, your Fair can continue to operate normally.   
 If you are interested in learning more about obtaining an independent 501(c)(3) 
exemption for your Fair, please call or email Rosenbeck Law today! We offer a free 
30-minute consultation to discuss the process and determine if it is the right path for 
your Fair. You can reach our office by calling (614)546-8042 or by emailing               
meredith@mrosenbecklaw.com.   
Best Regards,   
Meredith L. Rosenbeck, Esq.  Rosenbeck Law, LLC    Phone: (614)546-8042 

mailto:meredith@mrosenbecklaw.com
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93rd  Convention Sponsors 
  

2018 Presenting Sponsors 

Reithoffer Shows Inc. 
Convention Program                             

& Buyers Guide 
 

Mowry's Pizza 
Office Planners & Queens Diner  

 

Eagle Golf Cars 
Ohio Fairs’ Queen Events 

 

 Ohio Soybean Council  
Junior & Senior Fair Session 

 

Live!Tech  
Showcase of Bands 

  

Willandale Golf Cart 
Junior Fair Meeting Expenses 

  

Mowry’s Pizza 
Planner Calendars & Queens dinner 

  

Burnham and Flower  
Insurance Group of Ohio 

Showcase Dessert Buffet Evening 
  

Ohio Harness Horsemen 
OFMA Communications Awards &             

Refreshment  Break Horseman's Meeting 
Sponsors 

Variety Attractions 
Extravaganza Evening Entertainment 

  

Concessions by Cox 
Director of Agriculture Meeting 

Annual OFMA Tradeshow  
  

Haas Wilkerson Insurance Co 
Guest & Associate Drawing  
 Fair Publishing Company 

Name Badge Materials 
Golf Car Company of Columbus 

Directors & Officer Trade Show Drawing 
  

Prowant Specialty Company 
OFMA Annual Meeting 

Sponsors continued 
  

Greater Ohio Showmen Association 
Hospitality for Tradeshow 

  

All-Winn Electric 
Meeting Room Signage 

  

Bates Brothers Amusements 
Hospitality and Extravaganza Snacks  

  

Klein's Entertainment LLC 
Wine Tasting, Hospitality 

  

Otter’s Concessions- Dippin Dots 
Extravaganza Snacks  

Hospitality Breaks  
  

Durant Amusements  
Hospitality Breaks  

 

Poor Jack Amusement 
Refreshments Trade Show 

 

Mr. Fun, Andy Pocock 
Ohio Fairs’ Queen Crown and Sash 

  

Wise Greenhouses Rootstown, Ohio 
Queen Roses and Flowers 

  

Lisko Family Midway Amusements 
Corn Hole Tournament 

 

Poker Chip Sponsor's  
Triple treat Shows  

Kissel Amusements &  Otters Concessions  
 

Coffee& Beverage Breaks 
Ohio Sheep and Wool Program 

Brinkley Entertainment 
Premium Shows of America  

Cavalcade of Thrills 
National Tractor Pullers Association           

Wood County Fair 
Higbie Farms 

H& R Concessions & Rader Concessions 
Erie & Huron County Fairs 
Mowry’s Pizza  &  Mr. Funs  

District 7 Fairs 
John Ackerman  

Cronebaugh Auction Services 
Wade Flory Auction Services 

Bev Fisher, Robert Dawson & Paul Harris 
Fairway Electric Inc. 


