
 

 
 

www.iowafairs.com  
 

 

CODE OF IOWA RELATING TO FAIRS 
 

Updated April 25, 2017 
 

CHAPTER DESCRIPTION PAGES 

88A Amusement Rides & Rider Safety 1 - 5 

99B Games of Skill or Chance, and Raffles 5 - 13 

142D Smoke-Free Air Act 13 - 18 

322 Motor Vehicle Manufacturers, Distributors & Dealers 18 

423 Sales Tax Exemption 18 

427 Property Tax Exemption 19 

669 Tort Claims and Liability 19 

673 Domesticated Animal Act 19 - 21 

717E Pets as Prizes 22 

727 Health, Safety & Welfare – Fireworks 22 

173 Iowa Code Pertaining to Iowa State Fair 23 - 28 

174 Iowa Code Pertaining to County Fairs 29 - 32 

 
For further information regarding the Code of Iowa, or other information regarding  

the State of Iowa, go to the following web sites: 

Iowa General Assembly & Iowa Legislature – www.legis.iowa.gov 

State of Iowa --- www.iowa.gov  

Office of the Governor --- www.governor.state.ia.us   

http://www.iowafairs.com/
http://www.legis.iowa.gov/
http://www.iowa.gov/
http://www.governor.state.ia.us/


 1 

CHAPTERS OF THE IOWA CODE RELATING TO FAIRS 

 

CHAPTER 88A -- SAFETY INSPECTION OF AMUSEMENT RIDES 
 

Section 88A.1 – Definitions 
 
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:  
 
1.  "Amusement device" means any equipment or piece of equipment, appliance or combination thereof designed or intended to 
entertain or amuse a person.  
 
2.  "Amusement ride" means any mechanized device or combination of devices which carries passengers along, around, or over 
a fixed or restricted course for the purpose of giving its passengers amusement, pleasure, thrills, or excitement. "Amusement 
ride" does not include a device or structure that is devoted principally to exhibitions related to agriculture, the arts, education, 

industry, religion, or science.  
 
3.  "Carnival" means an enterprise offering amusement or entertainment to the public in, upon, or by means of amusement 
devices or rides or concession booths.  
 
4.  "Commissioner" means the labor commissioner or the labor commissioner's designee.  
 
5.  "Concession booth" means a structure, or enclosure, used at more than one fair or carnival, or at one fair or carnival for more 

than seven consecutive days, from which amusements are offered to the public.  
 
6.  "Division" means the division of labor services of the department of workforce development created under section 84A.1.  
 
7.  "Fair" means an enterprise principally devoted to the exhibition of products of agriculture or industry in connection with the 
operation of amusement rides or devices or concession booths.  
 
8.  "Operator" means a person, or the agent of a person, who owns or controls or has the duty to control the operation of an 
amusement device or ride, a concession booth, or related electrical equipment at a carnival or fair. "Operator" includes an 
agency of the state or any of its political subdivisions.  
 
9.  "Parent or guardian" means a parent, custodian, or guardian or person responsible for the control, safety, training, or 
education of a rider who is a minor or person with a disability.  
 
10.  "Related electrical equipment" means any electrical apparatus or wiring used at a carnival or fair.  
 
11.  "Rider" means a person waiting in the immediate vicinity of an amusement ride to get on the amusement ride, getting on an 

amusement ride, using an amusement ride, getting off an amusement ride, or leaving an amusement ride and still in the 
immediate vicinity of the amusement ride. "Rider" does not include an employee, agent, or servant of the amusement ride owner 
while engaged in the duties of their employment.  
 
12.  "Sign" means any symbol or language reasonably calculated to communicate information to a rider or the rider's parent or 
guardian, including placards, prerecorded messages, live public address, stickers, pictures, pictograms, video, verbal 
information, and visual signals.  
 

Section 88A.2 -- Permit required 
 
No amusement device or ride, concession booth, or any related electrical equipment shall be operated at a carnival or fair in this 
state without a permit having been issued by the commissioner to an operator of such equipment. On or before the first of May 
of each year, any person required to obtain a permit by this chapter shall apply to the division for a permit on a form furnished by 
the commissioner which form shall contain such information as the commissioner may require. The commissioner may waive the 
requirement that an application for a permit must be filed on or before the first of May of each year if the applicant gives 
satisfactory proof to the commissioner that the applicant could not reasonably comply with the date requirement and if the 
applicant immediately applies for a permit after the need for a permit is first determined.  
 
For the purpose of determining if an amusement ride, amusement device, concession booth, or any related electrical equipment 
is in safe operating condition and will provide protection to the public using such ride, device, booth, or related electrical 
equipment, each amusement ride, amusement device, concession booth, or related electrical equipment shall be inspected by 
the commissioner before it is initially placed in operation in this state, and shall thereafter be inspected at least once each year.  
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Section 88A.2 continued... 
 
If, after inspection, an amusement device or ride, concession booth, or related electrical equipment is found to comply with the 
rules adopted under this chapter, the commissioner shall, upon payment of the permit fee and the inspection fee, permit the 
operation of the amusement device or ride or concession booth or to use any related electrical equipment.  
 
If, after inspection, additions or alterations are contemplated which change a structure, mechanism, classification or capacity, 
the operator shall notify the commissioner of the operator's intentions in writing and provide any plans or diagrams requested by 
the commissioner.  
 

Section 88A.3 – Rules 
 
The commissioner shall adopt and issue rules for the safe installation, repair, maintenance, use, operation, and inspection of 
amusement devices, amusement rides, concession booths, and related electrical equipment at carnivals and fairs to the extent 
necessary for the protection of the public. The rules shall be based upon generally accepted engineering standards and shall be 
concerned with, but not necessarily limited to, engineering force stresses, safety devices, and preventive maintenance. 
Whenever such standards are available in suitable form they may be incorporated by reference. The rules shall provide for the 
reporting of accidents and injuries incurred from the operation of amusement devices or rides, concession booths, or related 
electrical equipment.  
 
The commissioner may modify or repeal any rule adopted under the provisions of this chapter.  

 

Section 88A.4 -- Permit and inspection fees – non-liability 
 

Annual inspection fees under this chapter shall be as follows:  
 
1.  Permit fees.  

a. One through ten rides, or devices or concessions, twenty dollars.  
b. Eleven or more rides, or devices or concessions, thirty dollars.  

 
2.  Mechanical and electrical inspection fees for amusement rides and devices.  

a. For rides which are designed for seventy-five pounds or less per passenger unit, sixty dollars for each inspection.  
b. For rides which are designed for seventy-five pounds or more and for which the manufacturer's recommended 
assembly time is less than forty work hours, ninety dollars for each inspection.  
c. For rides for which the manufacturer's recommended assembly time is forty work hours or more, one hundred twenty 
dollars for each inspection.  

 
3.  Electrical inspection of concession booths, and amusement devices fees, thirty-five dollars each.  
 
4.  Special inspector’s authorization fee, twenty-five dollars each. The special inspector’s authorization shall allow a person to 
perform inspections only on rides, devices, and concession booths of an operator who makes the request for the special 
inspector’s authorization. The failure of a special inspector to inform the commissioner of violations shall not subject the 
commissioner to liability for any damages incurred. 

 

Section 88A.5 -- Fees to general fund 
 
All fees collected by the division under the provisions of this chapter shall be transmitted to the treasurer of state and credited by 
the treasurer to the general fund of the state.  

 
Section 88A.6 -- Personnel 
 
The commissioner may employ inspectors and any other personnel deemed necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
chapter, subject to the provisions of chapter 8A, subchapter IV. 

 

Section 88A.7 -- Cessation order 
 

The commissioner may order, in writing, a temporary cessation of operation of any amusement device or ride, concession 
booth, or related electrical equipment if it has been determined after inspection to be hazardous or unsafe. Operation of the 
amusement device or ride, concession booth or related electrical equipment shall not resume until the unsafe or hazardous 
condition is corrected to the satisfaction of the commissioner.  
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Section 88A.8 -- Judicial review 
 

Judicial review of action of the commissioner may be sought in accordance with the terms of the Iowa administrative procedure 
Act.  

 

Section 88A.9 – Insurance 
 

No person shall be issued a permit under this chapter unless the person first obtains an insurance policy in an amount of not 
less than one hundred thousand dollars for bodily injury to or death of one person in any one accident, and, subject to the limit 
for one person, in an amount of not less than three hundred thousand dollars for bodily injury to or death of two or more persons 
in any one accident, and in an amount of not less than five thousand dollars for injury to or destruction of property of others in 
any one accident, insuring the operator against liability for injury or death suffered by a person attending a fair or carnival.  

 

Section 88A.10 – Penalties 
 

1.  Any person who operates an amusement device or ride, concession booth or related electrical equipment at a carnival or fair 
without having obtained a permit from the commissioner or who violates any order or rule issued by the commissioner under this 
chapter is guilty of a serious misdemeanor.  
 
2.  A person who interferes with, impedes, or obstructs in any manner the commissioner in the performance of the 
commissioner's duties under this chapter is guilty of a simple misdemeanor. A person who bribes or attempts to bribe the 
commissioner is subject to section 722.1.  
 
3.  A person who fails to obey a safety related requirement listed on a sign displayed at an amusement ride pursuant to section 
88A.16, subsection 2, is subject to a civil penalty of one hundred dollars. 

 

Section 88A.11 – Exemptions 
 

The following amusement devices or rides or concession booths are exempt from the provisions of this chapter:  
 

1.  Nonmechanized playground equipment including, but not limited to, swings, seesaws, stationary spring-mounted animal 
features, rider-propelled merry-go-rounds, climbers, slides, trampolines, swinging gates and physical fitness devices except 
where an admission fee is charged for usage or an admission fee is charged to areas where such equipment is located.  
 
2.  A concession booth, amusement device or ride which is owned and operated by a nonprofit religious, educational or 
charitable institution or association if such booth, device or ride is located within a building subject to inspection by the state fire 
marshal or by any political subdivisions of the state under its building, fire, electrical, and related public safety ordinances.  
 
3.  The commissioner may exempt amusement devices from the provisions of this chapter that have self-contained wiring 
installed by the manufacturer, that are operated manually by the use of hands or feet, that operate on less than one hundred 
twenty volts of electrical power, and that are fixtures or appliances within or part of a structure subject to the building code of this 
state or any political subdivision of this state.  
 
4.  The commissioner may exempt playground equipment owned, maintained, and operated by any political subdivision of this 
state.  
 
5.  Vessels inspected by officers appointed by the director of the department of natural resources under chapter 462A.  

 

Section 88A.12 -- Local regulation 
 
Nothing contained in this chapter shall prevent any political subdivision of this state from licensing or regulating any amusement 
ride or device, concession booth, electrical equipment, carnival, or circus as otherwise provided by law.  
 

Section 88A.13 -- Waiver of inspection 
 
The commissioner may waive the requirement that an amusement device or ride or any part thereof be inspected before being 
operated in this state if an operator gives satisfactory proof to the commissioner that the amusement device or ride or any part 
thereof has passed an inspection conducted by a public or private agency whose inspection standards and requirements are at 
least equal to those requirements and standards established by the commissioner under the provisions of this chapter. The 
annual permit and inspection fees shall be paid before the commissioner may waive this requirement.  
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Section 88A.14 --Injunction 
 
In addition to any and all other remedies, if an owner, operator, or person in charge of any amusement device or ride, 
concession booth, or related electrical equipment covered by this chapter, continues to operate any amusement device or ride, 
concession booth, or related electrical equipment covered by this chapter, after receiving a notice of defect as provided by this 
chapter, without first correcting the defects or making replacements, the commissioner may petition the district court in equity, in 
an action brought in the name of the state, for a writ of injunction to restrain the use of the alleged defective amusement device 
or ride, concession booth, or related electrical equipment. 

  

Section 88A.15 -- Rider safety 
 
1.  A rider or the rider's parent or guardian shall report in writing to the operator or the operator's designee, on forms provided by 
the operator or the operator's designee, any injury sustained on an amusement ride before leaving the operator's premises. The 
report shall include all of the following information:  
 

a. The name, address, and phone number of the injured person.  
b. A brief description of the incident, the injury claimed, and the location, date, and time of the injury.  
c. The cause of the injury, if known.  
d. The name, address, and phone number of any witness to the incident.  

 
2.  If the rider or the rider's parent or guardian is unable to file a report because of the severity of the rider's injuries, the rider or 
the rider's parent or guardian shall file the report as soon as reasonably possible. The failure of a rider or the rider's parent or 
guardian to report an injury under this section does not affect the rider's right to commence a civil action related to the incident.  
 
3.  A rider shall, at a minimum, do all of the following:  
 

a. Obey the reasonable safety rules posted in accordance with this chapter and oral instructions for an amusement ride 
issued by the operator or the operator's employee or agent, unless the safety rules or oral instructions are contrary to 
the safety rules of this chapter.  
b. Refrain from acting in any manner that may cause or contribute to injuring the rider or others, including all of the 

following: 
 
(1)  Exceeding the limits of the rider's ability.  
(2)  Interfering with safety devices that are provided.  
(3)  Failing to engage safety devices that are provided.  
(4)  Disconnecting or disabling a safety device except at the express instruction of the operator.  
(5)  Altering or enhancing the intended speed, course, or direction of an amusement ride.  
(6)  Using the controls of an amusement ride designed solely to be operated by the operator.  
(7)  Extending arms and legs beyond the carrier or seating area except at the express direction of the 
operator.  
(8)  Throwing, dropping, or expelling an object from or toward an amusement ride except as permitted by the 
operator.  
(9)  Getting on or off an amusement ride except at the designated time and area, if any, at the direction of the 
operator or in an emergency. 
(10)  Not reasonably controlling the speed or direction of the rider's person or an amusement ride that requires 
the rider to control or direct the rider's person or a device.  

 
4.  A rider shall not get on or attempt to get on an amusement ride unless the rider or the rider's parent or guardian reasonably 
determines that, at a minimum, the rider meets all of the following criteria:  

 
a. Has sufficient knowledge to use, get on, and get off the amusement ride safely without instruction or has requested 
and received sufficient information to get on, use, and get off the amusement ride safely prior to getting on the 
amusement ride.  
b. Has located, read, and understood any signs in the vicinity of the amusement ride and meets any posted height, 

medical, or other requirements.  
c. Knows the range and limits of the rider's ability and knows the requirements of the amusement ride will not exceed 
those limits.  
d. Is not under the influence of alcohol or any drug that affects the rider's ability to safely use the amusement ride or 
obey the posted rules or oral instructions.  
e. Is authorized by the operator or the operator's employee, agent, or servant to get on the amusement ride.  
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Section 88A.16 -- Notice to riders 
 
1.  An operator shall display signs indicating the applicable rider safety responsibilities provided in section 88A.15 and the 
location of stations to report injuries. The signs must be located in all of the following locations:  

 
a. Each station for reporting an injury.  
b. Each first aid station.  
c. Any of the following locations:  

(1)  At least two other locations on the premises, including any premises entrance or exit most commonly used 
by riders, if there are no more than four entrances or exits for riders.  
(2)  At least four other locations on the premises, including the four premises entrances and exits most 
commonly used by riders, if there are more than four entrances and exits for riders.  
(3)  Every amusement ride.  

 
2.  An operator shall post a sign at each amusement ride. Any sign required by this subsection must be prominently displayed at 
a conspicuous location, clearly visible to the public, and bold and legible in design. The sign must include all of the following that 
apply:  

 
a. Operational instructions.  
b. Safety guidelines for riders.  
c. Restrictions on the use of the amusement ride.  
d. Behavior or activities that are prohibited.  
e. A legend providing that, "State law requires riders to obey all warnings and directions for this amusement ride and 
behave in a manner that will not cause or contribute to the injury of themselves or others. Riders must report injuries 
prior to leaving the premises. Failure to comply is punishable by fine."  

 
 

Section 88A.17 – Construction 
 
Sections 88A.15 and 88A.16 shall not be construed to preclude a criminal prosecution or civil action available under any other 
provision of law.  

 

 
CHAPTER 99B -- GAMES OF SKILL OR CHANCE, AND RAFFLES 

 

Section 99B.1 -- Definitions 
 
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:  
 
1.  "Amusement concession" means any place where a single game of skill or game of chance is conducted by a person for 
profit, and includes the area within which are confined the equipment, playing area and other personal property necessary for 
the conduct of the game.  
 
2.  "Amusement device" means an electrical or mechanical device possessed and used in accordance with section 99B.10. 
When possessed and used in accordance with that section, an amusement device is not a game of skill or game of chance, and 
is not a gambling device.  
 
3.  "Applicant" means an individual or an organization.  
 
4.  "Authorized" means approved as a concession by the Iowa state fair board or a county or district fair or agricultural society 
holding a fair.  
 
5.  "Bingo" means a game, whether known as bingo or any other name, in which each participant uses one or more cards each 

of which is marked off into spaces arranged in horizontal and vertical rows of spaces, with each space being designated by 
number, letter, or combination of numbers and letters, no two cards being identical, with the players covering spaces as the 
operator of the game announces the number, letter, or combination of numbers and letters appearing on an object selected by 
chance, either manually or mechanically, from a receptacle in which have been placed objects bearing numbers, letters, or 
combinations of numbers and letters corresponding to the system used for designating the spaces, with the winner of each 
game being the player or players first properly covering a predetermined and announced pattern of spaces on a card being used 
by the player or players. Each determination of a winner by the method described in the preceding sentence is a single bingo 
game at any bingo occasion.  
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Section 99B.1 continued... 
 
6.  "Bingo occasion" means a single gathering or session at which successive bingo games are played. A bingo occasion 

commences when the operator of the game begins to announce the number, letter, or combination of numbers or letters through 
which the winner of a single bingo game will be determined.  
Section 99B.1 continued... 
 
7.  "Bona fide social relationship" as used herein means a real, genuine, unfeigned social relationship between two or more 
persons wherein each person has an established knowledge of the other, which has not arisen for the purpose of gambling.  
 
8.  "Bookmaking" as used herein means the taking or receiving of any bet or wager upon the result of any trial or contest of skill, 

speed, power or endurance of human, beast, fowl or motor vehicle, which is not a wager or bet pursuant to section 99B.12, 
subsection 2, paragraph "c", or which is laid off, placed, given, received or taken, by an individual who was not present when the 
wager or bet was undertaken, or by any publicly or privately owned enterprise where such wagers or bets may be undertaken.  
 
9.  A person "conducts" a specified activity if that person owns, promotes, sponsors, or operates a game or activity. A natural 
person does not "conduct" a game or activity if the person is merely a participant in a game or activity which complies with 
section 99B.12.  
 
10.  "Controlling shareholder" means either of the following:  

 
a. A person who directly or indirectly owns or controls ten percent or more of any class of stock of a license applicant.  
b. A person who directly or indirectly has an interest of ten percent or more in the ownership or profits of a license 

applicant.  
 
11.  "Department" means the department of inspections and appeals.  
 
12.  "Eligible applicant" means an applicant who meets all of the following requirements:  

 
a. The applicant's financial standing and good reputation are within the standards established by the department by 
rule under chapter 17A so as to satisfy the director of the department that the applicant will comply with this chapter 
and the rules applicable to operations under it.  
b. The applicant is a citizen of the United States and a resident of this state, or a corporation licensed to do business in 
this state, or a business that has an established place of business in this state or that is doing business in this state.  
c. The applicant has not been convicted of a felony. However, if the applicant's conviction occurred more than five 
years before the date of the application for a license, and if the applicant's rights of citizenship have been restored by 
the governor, the director of the department may determine that the applicant is an eligible applicant.  
If the applicant is an organization, then the requirements of paragraphs "a", "b", and "c" apply to its officers, directors, 
partners and controlling shareholders.  

 
13.  "Fair" means an annual fair and exposition held by the Iowa state fair board and any fair held by a county or district fair or 
agricultural society under the provisions of chapter 174.  
 
14.  "Game of chance" means a game whereby the result is determined by chance and the player in order to win aligns objects 

or balls in a prescribed pattern or order or makes certain color patterns appear and specifically includes but is not limited to the 
game defined as bingo. Game of chance does not include a slot machine.  
 
15.  "Game of skill" means a game whereby the result is determined by the player directing or throwing objects to designated 

areas or targets, or by maneuvering water or an object into a designated area, or by maneuvering a dragline device to pick up 
particular items, or by shooting a gun or rifle.  
 
16.  "Gross receipts" means the total revenue received from the sale of rights to participate in a game of skill, game of chance, 

or raffle and admission fees or charges.  
 
17.  "Merchandise" includes lottery tickets or shares sold or authorized under chapter 99G. The value of the ticket or share is the 
price of the ticket or share as established by the Iowa lottery authority pursuant to chapter 99G.  
 
18.  "Net receipts" means gross receipts less amounts awarded as prizes and less state and local sales tax paid upon the gross 
receipts. Reasonable expenses, charges, fees, taxes other than the state and local sales tax, and deductions allowed by the 
department shall not exceed twenty-five percent of net receipts.  
 
19.  "Net rent" means the total rental charge minus reasonable expenses, charges, fees, and deductions allowed by the 
department.  
 
20.  "Posted" means that the person conducting a game has caused to be placed near the front or playing area of the game a 
sign at least thirty inches by thirty inches, with permanent material and lettering, stating at the top in letters at least three inches 
high: "Rules of the Game". Thereunder there shall be set forth in large, easily readable print, the name of the game, the price to 
play the game, the complete rules for the game and the name and permanent mailing address of the owner of the game.  
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Section 99B.1 continued... 
 
21.  "Qualified organization" means any licensed organization which dedicates the net receipts of a game of skill, game of 
chance or raffle as provided in section 99B.7 and meets the requirements of section 99B.7, subsection 1, paragraph "m".  
 
22.  "Raffle" means a lottery in which each participant buys a ticket for a chance at a prize with the winner determined by a 
random method and the winner is not required to be present to win. "Raffle" does not include a slot machine.  

 
23.  "Social games" means and includes only the activities permitted by section 99B.12, subsection 2.  
 
24.  "Unrelated entity" means a person that has a separate and distinct state charter and tax identification number from any 

other person and, if the person is an individual, an individual that is not related by law or by consanguinity.  

 

Section 99B.2 – Licensing; records required; bingo accounts; inspections; penalties 
 
1.  The department of inspections and appeals shall issue the licenses required by this chapter. A license shall not be issued, 
except upon submission to the department of an application on forms furnished by the department, and the required license fee. 
A license may be issued to an eligible applicant. An authorization number to operate may be issued to an applicant until a 
license is issued. However, a license or authorization number shall not be issued to an applicant who has been convicted of or 
pled guilty to a violation of this chapter, or who has been convicted of or pled guilty to a violation of chapter 123 that resulted, at 
any time, in revocation of a license issued to the applicant under chapter 123 or that resulted, within the twelve months 
preceding the date of application for a license required by this chapter, in suspension of a license issued under chapter 123. To 
be eligible for a two-year license under section 99B.7, an organization shall have been in existence at least five years prior to 
the date of issuance of the license. However, an organization which has been in existence for less than five years prior to the 
date of issuance of the license may obtain a two-year license if either of the following conditions apply:  

 
a. That prior to July 1, 1984, the organization was licensed under this subsection.  
b.  If the organization is a local chapter of a national organization and the national organization is a tax-exempt 
organization under one of the provisions enumerated in section 99B.7, subsection 1, paragraph "m", then the local 
organization is eligible for a two-year license if the national organization has been in existence at least five years.  
 

A license shall not be issued to an individual whose previous license issued under this chapter or chapter 123 has been revoked 
until the period of revocation or revocations has elapsed. This prohibition applies even though the individual has created a 
different legal entity than the one to which the previous license that had been revoked was issued. Except as otherwise provided 
in this chapter, a license is valid for a period of two years from the date of issue. The license fee is not refundable, but shall be 
returned to the applicant if an application is not approved. If a bingo license is issued by the department of inspections and 
appeals, the licensee shall be notified by the department of inspections and appeals of the renewal date for the license ten days 
prior to that date.  
 
2.  A licensee other than one issued a license pursuant to section 99B.3, 99B.6, 99B.7A, or 99B.9 shall maintain proper books of 
account and records showing in addition to any other information required by the department, gross receipts and the amount of 
the gross receipts taxes collected or accrued with respect to gambling activities, all expenses, charges, fees and other 
deductions, and the cash amounts, or the cost to the licensee of goods or other noncash valuables, distributed to participants in 
the licensed activity. If the licensee is a qualified organization, the amounts dedicated and the date and name and address of 
each person to whom distributed also shall be kept in the books and records. The books of account and records shall be made 
available to the department or a law enforcement agency for inspection at reasonable times, with or without notice. A failure to 
permit inspection is a serious misdemeanor.  
 
3.  A qualified organization conducting bingo occasions under a two-year license and expecting to have annual gross receipts of 
more than ten thousand dollars shall establish and maintain one regular checking account designated the "bingo account" and 
may also maintain one or more interest-bearing savings accounts designated as "bingo savings account".  

 
a. Funds derived from the conduct of bingo, less the amount awarded as cash prizes, shall be deposited in the bingo 
account. No other funds except limited funds of the organization deposited to pay initial or unexpected emergency 
expenses shall be deposited in the bingo account. Deposits shall be made no later than the next business day following 
the day of the bingo occasion on which the receipts were obtained. Accounts shall be maintained in a financial 
institution in Iowa.  
 
b. Funds from the bingo account shall be withdrawn by preprinted, consecutively numbered checks or share drafts, 
signed by a duly authorized representative of the licensee and made payable to a person or organization. Checks shall 
be imprinted with the words "Bingo Account" and shall contain the organization's gambling license number on the face 
of the check. There shall also be noted on the face of the check or share draft the nature of the payment made. A 
check or slip shall not be made payable to "cash", "bearer", or a fictitious payee. Checks, including voided checks and 
drafts, shall be kept and accounted for.  
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Section 99B.2 continued... 
 
c. Checks shall be drawn on the bingo account for only the following purposes:  

(1)  The payment of necessary and reasonable bona fide expenses permitted under section 99B.7, subsection 
3, paragraph "b", incurred and paid in connection with the conduct of bingo.  
(2)  The disbursement of net proceeds derived from the conduct of bingo to charitable purposes as required 
by section 99B.7, subsection 3, paragraphs "b" and "c".  

(3)  The transfer of net proceeds derived from the conduct of bingo to a bingo savings account pending 
disbursement to a charitable purpose.  
(4)  To withdraw initial or emergency funds deposited under subsection 3, paragraph "a".  
(5)  To pay prizes if the qualified organization decides to pay prizes by check rather than cash.  

 
d. The disbursement of net proceeds on deposit in a bingo savings account to a charitable purpose shall be made by 
transferring the intended disbursement back into the bingo account and then withdrawing the amount by a check drawn 
on that account as prescribed in this section.  
 
e. Except as permitted by subsection 3, paragraph "a", gross receipts derived from the conduct of bingo shall not be 
commingled with other funds of the licensed organization. Except as permitted by paragraph "c", subparagraphs (3) 
and (4), gross receipts shall not be transferred to another account maintained by the licensed organization.  

 
4.  A licensee required by subsection 2 to maintain records shall submit quarterly reports to the department on forms furnished 
by the department. These reports shall be due thirty days following the end of each calendar quarter. The reports shall contain a 
compilation of the information required to be recorded by subsection 2, and shall include all of the transactions occurring during 
the three-month period for which the report is submitted. Failure to submit the quarterly reports is grounds for revocation of the 
license. Willful failure to submit quarterly reports is a serious misdemeanor. However, the time for filing of reports may be 
extended for thirty days if the licensee makes written request to the department for an extension which request shows good 
cause for granting the extension. A person who intentionally files a false or fraudulent report or application with the department 
commits a fraudulent practice.  
 
5.  An organization receiving funds reported as being dedicated by a qualified organization shall maintain proper books of 
account and records showing both the receipt and the use of the funds. These records shall be made available to the 
department or a law enforcement agency for inspection with or without notice at reasonable times. A failure to permit inspection 
is a serious misdemeanor.  
 

 

Section 99B.3 -- Amusement concessions 
 
1.  A game of skill or game of chance is lawful when conducted by a person at an amusement concession, but only if all of the 
following are complied with:  

 
a. The location where the game is conducted by the person has been authorized as provided in section 99B.4.  
b. The person conducting the game has submitted a license application and a fee of fifty dollars for each game, and 
has been issued a license for the game, and prominently displays the license at the playing area of the game. A license 
is valid for a period of one year from the date of issue.  
c. Gambling other than the licensed game is not conducted or engaged in at the amusement concession.  
d. The game is posted and the cost to play the game does not exceed three dollars.  
e. A prize is not displayed which cannot be won.  
f. Cash prizes are not awarded and merchandise prizes are not repurchased.  
g. The game is not operated on a build-up or pyramid basis.  
h. The actual retail value of any prize does not exceed fifty dollars. If a prize consists of more than one item, unit, or 
part, the aggregate retail value of all items, units, or parts shall not exceed fifty dollars.  
i. Concealed numbers or conversion charts are not used to play the game and the game is not designed or adapted 

with any control device to permit manipulation of the game by the operator in order to prevent a player from winning or 
to predetermine who the winner will be, and the object target, block or object of the game must be attainable and 
possible to perform under the rules stated from the playing position of the player.  
j. The game is conducted in a fair and honest manner.  

 
2.  It is lawful for an individual other than a person conducting the game to participate in a game of skill or game of chance 
conducted at an amusement concession, whether or not the amusement concession is conducted in compliance with subsection 
1.  
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Section 99B.4 -- Permitted locations of amusement concessions 
 
A game of skill or game of chance lawfully may be conducted by a person at an amusement concession, but only if the person 
has been authorized to conduct the game at a specific location as follows:  
 
1.  At a fair, by written permission given to the person by the sponsor of the fair.  
 
2.  At an amusement park so designated by resolution of the city council of a city or the board of supervisors of a county,  
by written permission given to the person by the respective city or county.  
 
3.  At a carnival, bazaar, centennial, or celebration sponsored by a bona fide civic group, service club, or merchants group when 
that event has been authorized by resolution of the city council of a city or the board of supervisors of a county, by written 
permission given to the person by the authorizing city or county. Section 99B.3, subsection 1, paragraph "b", notwithstanding, a 

license may be issued for an event held pursuant to this paragraph at a fee of twenty-five dollars, which shall enable the sponsor 
of the event to conduct all games and raffles permitted under section 99B.3 for a specified period of fourteen consecutive 
calendar days.  

 
 

Section 99B.5 -- Raffles conducted at a fair 
 
1.  Raffles lawfully may be conducted at a fair, but only if all of the following are complied with:  

 
a. The raffle is conducted by the sponsor of the fair or a qualified organization licensed under section 99B.7 that has 

received permission from the sponsor of the fair to conduct the raffle.  
b. The sponsor of the fair or the qualified organization has submitted a license application and a fee of thirty dollars for 
each raffle, has been issued a license, and prominently displays the license at the drawing area of the raffle.  
c. The raffle is posted.  
d. Except with respect to an annual raffle as provided in paragraph "g", the cost of each chance in or ticket to the raffle 
does not exceed one dollar.  
e. Except with respect to an annual raffle as provided in paragraph "g", cash prizes are not awarded and merchandise 
prizes are not repurchased.  
f. The raffle is not operated on a pyramid or build-up basis.  
g. The actual retail value of any prize does not exceed one thousand dollars. If a prize consists of more than one item, 
unit, or part, the aggregate retail value of all items, units, or parts shall not exceed one thousand dollars. However, 
either a fair sponsor or a qualified organization, but not both, may hold one raffle per calendar year at which prizes 
having a combined value of more than one thousand dollars may be offered. If the prize is merchandise, its value shall 
be determined by the purchase price paid by the fair sponsor or qualified organization.  
h. The raffle is conducted in a fair and honest manner.  

 
2.  It is lawful for an individual other than a person conducting the raffle to participate in a raffle conducted at a fair, whether or 
not conducted in compliance with subsection 1.  
 
3.  A licensee under this section may hold one real property raffle per calendar year at which the value of the real property may 
exceed one thousand dollars in lieu of the annual raffle authorized in subsection 1, paragraph "g", if all of the following 
requirements are met:  

 
a. The licensee has submitted the special real property raffle license application and a fee of one hundred dollars to the 

department, has been issued a license, and prominently displays the license at the drawing area of the raffle.  
b. The real property was acquired by gift or donation or has been owned by the licensee for a period of at least five 
years.  
c. All other requirements of this section and section 99B.2 are met, except that the cost to participate in the raffle may 

exceed one dollar for each participant.  
d. Receipts from the raffle are kept in a separate financial account.  
e. A cumulative report for the raffle on a form determined by the department and one percent of the gross receipts are 
submitted to the department within sixty days of the raffle drawing. The one percent of the gross receipts shall be 
retained by the department to pay for the cost of the special audit.  

 
4.  For each real property raffle license issued, the department shall conduct a special audit of the raffle to verify compliance 
with the appropriate requirements of this chapter 
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Section 99B.7 -- Games conducted by qualified organizations – penalties 
 
1.  Except as otherwise provided in section 99B.8, games of skill, games of chance and raffles lawfully may be conducted at a 
specified location meeting the requirements of subsection 2 of this section, but only if all of the following are complied with:  

 
a. The person conducting the game or raffle has been issued a license pursuant to subsection 3 of this section and 
prominently displays that license in the playing area of the games.  
 
b.  No person receives or has any fixed or contingent right to receive, directly or indirectly, any profit, remuneration, or 

compensation from or related to a game of skill, game of chance, or raffle, except any amount which the person may 
win as a participant on the same basis as the other participants. A person conducting a game or raffle shall not be a 
participant in the game or raffle.  
 
c. Cash or merchandise prizes may be awarded in the game of bingo and, except as otherwise provided in this 

paragraph, shall not exceed one hundred dollars. Merchandise prizes may be awarded in the game of bingo, but the 
actual retail value of the prize, or if the prize consists of more than one item, unit or part, the aggregate retail value of 
all items, units or parts, shall not exceed the maximum provided by this paragraph. A jackpot bingo game may be 
conducted once during any twenty-four hour period in which the prize may begin at not more than three hundred dollars 
in cash or actual retail value of merchandise prizes and may be increased by not more than one hundred dollars after 
each bingo occasion. However, the cost of play in a jackpot bingo game shall not be increased and the jackpot shall 
not amount to more than eight hundred dollars in cash or actual retail value of merchandise prizes. A jackpot bingo 
game is not prohibited by paragraph "h". A bingo occasion shall not last for longer than four consecutive hours. A 

qualified organization shall not hold more than fourteen bingo occasions per month. Bingo occasions held under a 
limited license shall not be counted in determining whether a qualified organization has conducted more than fourteen 
bingo occasions per month, nor shall bingo occasions held under a limited license be limited to four consecutive hours. 
With the exception of a limited license bingo, no more than three bingo occasions per week shall be held within a 
structure or building and only one person licensed to conduct games under this section may hold bingo occasions 
within a structure or building. A licensed qualified organization shall not conduct free games.  
However, a qualified organization, which is a senior citizens' center or a residents' council at a senior citizen housing 
project or a group home, may hold more than fourteen bingo occasions per month and more than three bingo 
occasions per week within the same structure or building, and bingo occasions conducted by such a qualified 
organization may last for longer than four consecutive hours, if the majority of the patrons of the qualified organization's 
bingo occasions also participate in other activities of the senior citizens' center or are residents of the housing project. 
At the conclusion of each bingo occasion, the person conducting the game shall announce both the gross receipts 
received from the bingo occasion and the use permitted under subsection 3, paragraph "b", to which the net receipts of 
the bingo occasion will be dedicated and distributed.  
 
d. Cash prizes shall not be awarded in games other than bingo and raffles. The value of a prize shall not exceed ten 

thousand dollars and merchandise prizes shall not be repurchased. If a prize consists of more than one item, unit, or 
part, the aggregate value of all items, units, or parts shall not exceed ten thousand dollars. However, one raffle may be 
conducted per calendar year at which real property or one or more merchandise prizes having a combined value of 
more than ten thousand dollars may be awarded.  

 
If a raffle licensee holds a statewide raffle license, the licensee may hold not more than eight raffles per calendar year 
at which real property or one or more merchandise prizes having a combined value of more than ten thousand dollars 
may be awarded. Each such raffle held under a statewide license shall be held in a separate county.  
 
If a prize is merchandise, its value shall be determined by the purchase price paid by the organization or donor. If a 
prize is real property, the department shall conduct a special audit to verify compliance with the appropriate 
requirements of this chapter including all of the following requirements:  

 
(1)  The licensee has submitted a real property raffle license application and a fee of one hundred dollars to 
the department, has been issued a license, and prominently displays the license at the drawing area of the 
raffle.  
(2)  The real property was acquired by gift or donation or has been owned by the licensee for a period of at 
least five years.  
(3)  All other requirements of this section and section 99B.2 are met.  
(4)  Receipts from the raffle are kept in a separate financial account.  
(5)  A cumulative report for the raffle on a form determined by the department and one percent of gross 
receipts are submitted to the department within sixty days of the raffle drawing. The one percent of the gross 
receipts shall be retained by the department to pay for the cost of the special audit.  

 
e. The ticket price including any discounts for each game or raffle shall be the same for each participant.  
 
f. No prize is displayed which cannot be won.  
 
g. Merchandise prizes are not repurchased.  



 11 

Section 99B.7 continued... 
 
h. A game or raffle shall not be operated on a build-up or pyramid basis.  
 
i. Concealed numbers or conversion charts shall not be used to play any game and a game or raffle shall not be 
adapted with any control device to permit manipulation of the game by the operator in order to prevent a player from 
winning or to predetermine who the winner will be, and the object of the game must be attainable and possible to 
perform under the rules stated from the playing position of the player.  
 
j. The game must be conducted in a fair and honest manner.  
 
k. Each game or raffle shall be posted.  
 
l. During the entire time that games permitted by this section are being engaged in, both of the following are observed:  

 
(1)  No other gambling is engaged in at the same location, except that lottery tickets or shares issued by the 
Iowa lottery authority may be sold pursuant to chapter 99G.  
(2)  A ticket, coupon, or card shall not be used as a door prize or given to a participant of a raffle, game of 
bingo, or game of chance if the use of the ticket, coupon, or card would change the odds of winning for 
participants of the raffle, game of bingo, or game of chance.  

 
m. The organization conducting the game can show to the satisfaction of the department that all of the following 
requirements are met:  

 
(1)  The organization is exempt from federal income taxes under section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), 
501(c)(6), 501(c)(7), 501(c)(8), 501(c)(10), or 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code as defined in section 
422.3, the organization is an agency or instrumentality of the United States government, this state, or a 
political subdivision of this state, or, in lieu of an exemption from federal income taxes, the organization is a 
parent-teacher organization or booster club that is recognized as a fund-raiser and supporter for a school 
district organized pursuant to chapter 274 or for a school within the school district, in a notarized letter signed 
by the president of the board of directors, the superintendent of the school district, or a principal of a school 
within that school district.  
(2)  The organization has an active membership of not less than twelve persons.  
(3)  The organization does not have a self-perpetuating governing body and officers.  
This lettered paragraph "m" does not apply to a political party, as defined in section 43.2, to a nonparty 
political organization that has qualified to place a candidate as its nominee for statewide office pursuant to 
chapter 44, or to a candidate's committee as defined in section 68A.102.  

 
n. The person conducting the game does none of the following:  

(1)  Hold, currently, another license issued under this section.  
(2)  Own or control, directly or indirectly, any class of stock of another person who has been issued a license 
to conduct games under this section.  
(3)  Have, directly or indirectly, an interest in the ownership or profits of another person who has been issued 
a license to conduct games under this section.  

 
o.  A person shall not conduct, promote, administer, or assist in the conducting, promoting, or administering of a bingo 
occasion, unless the person regularly participates in activities of the qualified organization other than conducting bingo 
occasions or participates in an educational, civic, public, charitable, patriotic, or religious organization to which the net 
receipts are dedicated by the qualified organization.  
 
p. A licensee shall keep records of all persons who serve as manager or cashier, or who are responsible for carrying 
out duties with respect to a bingo account. A licensee is subject to license revocation if it knowingly permits a person to 
serve in one of these capacities if the person was a manager, cashier, or responsible for carrying out duties with 
respect to a bingo account for another licensee at the time of one or more violations leading to revocation of the other 
licensee's license, and if the license is still revoked at the time of the subsequent service.  

 
2.  Games of skill, games of chance, and raffles may be conducted on premises owned or leased by the licensee, but shall not 
be conducted on rented premises unless the premises are rented from a person licensed under this section, and unless the net 
rent received is dedicated to one or more of the uses permitted under subsection 3 for dedication of net receipts. This 
subsection shall not apply where the rented premises are those upon which a qualified organization usually carries out a lawful 
business other than operating games of skill, games of chance or raffles. However, a qualified organization may rent premises 
other than from a licensed qualified organization to be used for the conduct of games of skill, games of chance and raffles, and 
the person from whom the premises are rented may impose and collect rent for such use of those premises, but only if all of the 
following are complied with:  
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Section 99B.7 continued... 
 
a. The rent imposed and collected shall not be a percentage of or otherwise related to the amount of the receipts of the 

game or raffle.  
 
b. The qualified organization shall have the right to terminate any rental agreement at any time without penalty and 
without forfeiture of any sum.  
 
c. Except for purposes of bingo, the person from whom the premises are rented shall not be a liquor control licensee or 
beer permittee with respect to those premises or with respect to adjacent premises.  
The board of directors of a school district may authorize that public schools within that district, and the policymaking 
body of a nonpublic school, may authorize that games of skill, games of chance, bingo and raffles may be held at bona 
fide school functions, such as carnivals, fall festivals, bazaars and similar events. Each school shall obtain a license 
pursuant to this section prior to permitting the games or activities on the premises. However, the board of directors of a 
public school district may also be issued a license under this section. However, a board of directors of a public school 
shall not spend or authorize the expenditure of public funds for the purpose of purchasing a license. The department of 
inspections and appeals shall provide by rule a short form application for a license issued to a board of directors. Upon 
written approval by the board of directors, the license may be used by any school group or parent support group in the 
district to conduct activities authorized by this section. The board of directors shall not authorize a school group or 
parent support group to use the license more than twice in twelve months.  

 
3. a.  A person wishing to conduct games and raffles pursuant to this section as a qualified organization shall submit an 
application and a license fee of one hundred fifty dollars. The annual license fee for a statewide raffle license shall be one 
hundred fifty dollars. However, upon submission of an application accompanied by a license fee of fifteen dollars, a person may 
be issued a limited license to conduct all games and raffles pursuant to this section at a specified location and during a specified 
period of fourteen consecutive calendar days. In addition, a qualified organization may be issued a limited license to conduct 
raffles pursuant to this section for a period of ninety days for a license fee of forty dollars or for a period of one hundred eighty 
days for a license fee of seventy-five dollars. For the purposes of this paragraph, a limited license is deemed to be issued on the 
first day of the period for which the license is issued.  
 
3. b.  A person or the agent of a person submitting application to conduct games pursuant to this section as a qualified 

organization shall certify that the receipts of all games, less reasonable expenses, charges, fees, taxes, and deductions allowed 
by this chapter, either will be distributed as prizes to participants or will be dedicated and distributed to educational, civic, public, 
charitable, patriotic or religious uses in this state and that the amount dedicated and distributed will equal at least seventy-five 
percent of the net receipts. "Educational, civic, public, charitable, patriotic, or religious uses" means uses benefiting a society for 
the prevention of cruelty to animals or animal rescue league, or uses benefiting an indefinite number of persons either by 
bringing them under the influence of education or religion or relieving them from disease, suffering, or constraint, or by erecting 
or maintaining public buildings or works, or otherwise lessening the burden of government, or uses benefiting any bona fide 
nationally chartered fraternal or military veterans' corporation or organization which operates in Iowa a clubroom, post, dining 
room, or dance hall, but does not include the erection, acquisition, improvement, maintenance, or repair of real, personal or 
mixed property unless it is used for one or more of the uses stated. "Public uses" specifically includes dedication of net receipts 
to political parties as defined in section 43.2. "Charitable uses" includes uses benefiting a definite number of persons who are 
the victims of loss of home or household possessions through explosion, fire, flood, or storm when the loss is uncompensated 
by insurance, and uses benefiting a definite number of persons suffering from a seriously disabling disease or injury, causing 
severe loss of income or incurring extraordinary medical expense when the loss is uncompensated by insurance.  
 
Proceeds given to another charitable organization to satisfy the seventy-five percent dedication requirement shall not be used by 
the donee to pay any expenses in connection with the conducting of bingo by the donor organization, or for any cause, deed, or 
activity that would not constitute a valid dedication under this section.  
 
3. c.  A qualified organization shall distribute amounts awarded as prizes on the day they are won. A qualified organization shall 
dedicate and distribute the balance of the net receipts received within a quarter and remaining after deduction of reasonable 
expenses, charges, fees, taxes, and deductions allowed by this chapter, before the quarterly report required for that quarter 
under section 99B.2, subsection 4, is due. The amount dedicated and distributed must equal at least seventy-five percent of the 
net receipts. A person desiring to hold the net receipts for a period longer than permitted under this paragraph shall apply to the 
department for special permission and upon good cause shown the department may grant the request.  
 
If permission is granted to hold the net receipts, the person shall, as a part of the quarterly report required by section 99B.2, 
report the amount of money currently being held and all expenditures of the funds. This report shall be filed even if the person 
no longer holds a gambling license.  
 
4.  If a licensee derives ninety percent or more of its total income from conducting bingo, raffles, or small games of chance, at 
least seventy-five percent of the licensee's net receipts shall be distributed to an unrelated entity for an educational, civic, public, 
charitable, patriotic, or religious use.  
 
5.  It is lawful for an individual other than a person conducting games or raffles to participate in games or raffles conducted by a 
qualified organization, whether or not there is compliance with subsections 2 and 3:  However, it is unlawful for the individual to 
participate where the individual has knowledge of or reason to know facts which constitute a failure to comply with subsection 1.  
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Section 99B.7 continued... 
 
6.  A political party or a political party organization is a qualified organization within the meaning of this chapter. Political parties 
or party organizations may contract with other qualified organizations to conduct the games of skill, games of chance, and raffles 
which may lawfully be conducted by the political party or party organization. A licensed qualified organization may promote the 
games of skill, games of chance, and raffles which it may lawfully conduct.  
 
7.  Proceeds coming into the possession of a person under this section are deemed to be held in trust for payment of expenses 
and dedication to charitable purposes as required by this section.  
A licensee or agent who willfully fails to dedicate the required amount of proceeds to charitable purposes as required by this 
section commits a fraudulent practice.  
 
8.  A qualified organization licensed under this section shall purchase bingo equipment and supplies only from a manufacturer or 
a distributor licensed by the department.  

 
 
 

CHAPTER 142D – SMOKE-FREE AIR ACT 
 

 
Section 142D.1 Title — findings — purpose. 
 
1. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Smoke-Free Air Act”. 
 
2. The general assembly finds that environmental tobacco smoke causes and exacerbates disease in nonsmoking adults and 
children. These findings are sufficient to warrant measures that regulate smoking in public places, places of employment, and 
outdoor areas in order to protect the public health and the health of employees. 
 
3. The purpose of this chapter is to reduce the level of exposure by the general public and employees to environmental tobacco 
smoke in order to improve the public health of Iowans. 

 
Section 142D.2 Definitions. 
 
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
1. “Bar” means an establishment where one may purchase alcoholic beverages, as defined in section 123.3, for consumption on 
the premises and in which the serving of food is only incidental to the consumption of those beverages. 
 
2. “Business” means a sole proprietorship, partnership, joint venture, corporation, association, or other business entity, either 
for-profit or not-for-profit, including retail establishments where goods or services are sold; professional corporations and other 
entities where legal, medical, dental, engineering, architectural, or other professional services are delivered; and private clubs. 
 
3. “Common area” means a reception area, waiting room, lobby, hallway, restroom, elevator, stairway or stairwell, the common 
use area of a multiunit residential property, or other area to which the public is invited or in which the public is permitted.  
 
4. “Employee” means a person who is employed by an employer in consideration for direct or indirect monetary wages or profit, 
or a person who provides services to an employer on a voluntary basis. 
 
5. “Employer” means a person including a sole proprietorship, partnership, joint venture, corporation, association, or other 
business entity whether for-profit or not-for-profit, including state government and its political subdivisions, that employs the 
services of one or more individuals as employees. 
 
6. “Enclosed area” means all space between a floor and ceiling that is contained on all sides by solid walls or windows, 
exclusive of doorways, which extend from the floor to the ceiling. 

 
7. “Farm tractor” means farm tractor as defined in section 321.1. 
 
8. “Farm truck” means a single-unit truck, truck-tractor, tractor, semitrailer, or trailer used by a farmer to transport agricultural, 
horticultural, dairy, or other farm products, including livestock, produced or finished by the farmer, or to transport any other 
personal property owned by the farmer, from the farm to market, and to transport property and supplies to the farm of the 
farmer. 
 
  



 14 

Section 142D.2 Definitions continued… 

 
9 A. “Farmer” means any of the following: 
 

(1) A person who files schedule F as part of the person’s annual form 1040 or form 1041 filing with the United States 
internal revenue service, or an employee of such person while the employee is actively engaged in farming. 

(2) A person who holds an equity position in or who is employed by a business association holding agricultural land 
where the business association is any of the following: 

a. A family farm corporation, authorized farm corporation, family farm limited partnership, limited partnership, 
family farm limited liability company, authorized limited liability company, family trust, or authorized trust, 
as provided in chapter 9H. 

b. A limited liability partnership as defined in section 486A.101. 
(3) A natural person related to the person actively engaged in farming as provided in subparagraph (1) or (2) when the 

person is actively engaged in farming. The natural person must be related as spouse, parent, grandparent, lineal 
ascendant of a grandparent or a grandparent’s spouse, other lineal descendant of a grandparent or a 
grandparent’s spouse, or a person acting in a fiduciary capacity for persons so related. 

 

9 B. For purposes of this subsection, “actively engaged in farming” means participating in physical labor on a regular, 
continuous, and substantial basis, or making day-to-day management decisions, where such participation or decision making is 
directly related to raising and harvesting crops for feed, food, seed, or fiber, or to the care and feeding of livestock. 
 
10. “Health care provider location” means an office or institution providing care or treatment of disease, whether physical, 
mental, or emotional, or other medical, physiological, or psychological conditions, including but not limited to a hospital as 
defined in section 135B.1, a long-term care facility, an adult day services program as defined in section 231D.1, clinics, 
laboratories, and the locations of professionals regulated pursuant to Title IV, subtitle 3, and includes all enclosed areas of the 
location including waiting rooms, hallways, other common areas, private rooms, semiprivate rooms, and wards within the 
location. 
 
11. “Implement of husbandry” means implement of husbandry as defined in section 321.1. 
 
12. “Long-term care facility” means a health care facility as defined in section 135C.1, an elder group home as defined in section 
231B.1, or an assisted living program as defined in section 231C.2. 
 
13. “Place of employment” means an area under the control of an employer and includes all areas that an employee frequents 
during the course of employment or volunteering, including but not limited to work areas, private offices, conference and meeting 
rooms, classrooms, auditoriums, employee lounges and cafeterias, hallways, medical facilities, restrooms, elevators, stairways 
and stairwells, and vehicles owned, leased, or provided by the employer unless otherwise provided under this chapter. “Place of 
employment” does not include a private residence, unless the private residence is used as a child care facility, a child care 
home, or as a health care provider location. 
 
14. “Political subdivision” means a city, county, township, or school district. 
 
15. “Private club” means an organization, whether or not incorporated, that is the owner, lessee, or occupant of a location used 
exclusively for club purposes at all times and that meets all of the following criteria: 

a. Is operated solely for a recreational, fraternal, social, patriotic, political, benevolent, or athletic purpose, but not for 
pecuniary gain.  
b. Sells alcoholic beverages only as incidental to its operation. 
c. Is managed by a board of directors, executive committee, or similar body chosen by the members. 
d. Has established bylaws or another document to govern its activities. 
e. Has been granted an exemption from the payment of federal income tax as a club pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 501. 

 
16. “Public place” means an enclosed area to which the public is invited or in which the public is permitted, including common 
areas, and including but not limited to all of the following: 

a. Financial institutions.  
b. Restaurants.  
c. Bars.  
d. Public and private educational facilities.  
e. Health care provider locations.  
f. Hotels and motels.  
g. Laundromats.  
h. Public transportation facilities and conveyances under the authority of the state or its political subdivisions, including 

buses and taxicabs, and including the ticketing, boarding, and waiting areas of these facilities.  
i. Aquariums, galleries, libraries, and museums. 
j. Retail food production and marketing establishments. 
k. Retail service establishments.  
l. Retail stores.  
m. Shopping malls.  
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142D.2 Definitions continued... 

 
n. Entertainment venues including but not limited to theaters; concert halls; auditoriums and other facilities primarily used 

for exhibiting motion pictures, stage performances, lectures, musical recitals, and other similar performances; bingo 
facilities; and indoor arenas including sports arenas.  

o. Polling places. 
p. Convention facilities and meeting rooms.  
q. Public buildings and vehicles owned, leased, or operated by or under the control of the state government or its political 

subdivisions and including the entirety of the private residence of any state employee any portion of which is open to 
the public. 

r. Service lines.  
s. Private clubs only when being used for a function to which the general public is invited.  
t. Private residences only when used as a child care facility, a child care home, or health care provider location.  
u. Child care facilities and child care homes.  
v. Gambling structures, excursion gambling boats, and racetrack enclosures. 

 

17. “Restaurant” means eating establishments, including private and public school cafeterias, which offer food to the public, 
guests, or employees, including the kitchen and catering facilities in which food is prepared on the premises for serving 
elsewhere, and including a bar area within a restaurant. 
 
18. “Retail tobacco store” means a retail store utilized primarily for the sale of tobacco products and accessories and in wh ich 
the sale of other products is incidental to the sale of tobacco products. 
 
19. “Service line” means an indoor line in which one or more individuals are waiting for or receiving service of any kind, whether 
or not the service involves the exchange of money. 
 
20. “Shopping mall” means an enclosed public walkway or hall area that serves to connect retail or professional establishments. 
 
21. “Smoking” means inhaling, exhaling, burning, or carrying any lighted cigar, cigarette, pipe, or other tobacco product in any 
manner or in any form. “Smoking” does not include smoking that is associated with a recognized religious ceremony, ritual, or 
activity, including but not limited to burning of incense. 
 
22. “Sports arena” means a sports pavilion, stadium, gymnasium, health spa, boxing arena, swimming pool, roller or ice rink, 
bowling alley, or other similar place where members of the general public assemble to engage in physical exercise, participate in 
athletic competition, or witness sports or other events. 

 
 
Section 142D.3 Prohibition of smoking — public places, places of employment, and outdoor areas. 
 
1. Smoking is prohibited and a person shall not smoke in any of the following: 

a. Public places.  
b. All enclosed areas within places of employment including but not limited to work areas, private offices, conference and 

meeting rooms, classrooms, auditoriums, employee lounges and cafeterias, hallways, medical facilities, restrooms, 
elevators, stairways and stairwells, and vehicles owned, leased, or provided by the employer unless otherwise provided 
under this chapter. 

 
2. In addition to the prohibitions specified in subsection 1, smoking is prohibited and a person shall not smoke in or on any of the 
following outdoor areas: 

a. The seating areas of outdoor sports arenas, stadiums, amphitheaters, and other entertainment venues where members 
of the general public assemble to witness entertainment events.  

b. Outdoor seating or serving areas of restaurants.  
c. Public transit stations, platforms, and shelters under the authority of the state or its political subdivisions. 
d. School grounds, including parking lots, athletic fields, playgrounds, tennis courts, and any other outdoor area under the 

control of a public or private educational facility, including inside any vehicle located on such school grounds.  
e. The grounds of any public buildings owned, leased, or operated by or under the control of the state government or its 

political subdivisions, including the grounds of a private residence of any state employee any portion of which is open 
to the public with the following exceptions: 

a. This paragraph shall not apply to the Iowa state fairgrounds, or fairgrounds as defined in section 174.1.  
b. This paragraph shall not apply to institutions administered by the department of corrections, except that 

smoking on the grounds shall be limited to designated smoking areas. 
c. This paragraph shall not apply to facilities of the Iowa National Guard as defined in section 29A.1, except that 

smoking on the grounds shall be limited to designated smoking areas. 
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Section 142D.4 Areas where smoking not regulated. 
 
 
Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, the following areas are exempt from the prohibitions of section 
142D.3: 
 
1. Private residences, unless used as a child care facility, child care home, or a health care provider location. 
 
2. Hotel and motel rooms that are rented to guests and are designated as smoking rooms; provided that not more than twenty 
percent of the rooms of a hotel or motel rented to guests are designated as smoking rooms, all smoking rooms on the same 
floor are contiguous, and smoke from smoking rooms does not infiltrate into areas in which smoking is otherwise prohibited 
under this chapter. The status of smoking and nonsmoking rooms shall not be changed, except to provide additional 
nonsmoking rooms. 
 
3. Retail tobacco stores, provided that smoke from these locations does not infiltrate into areas in which smoking is otherwise 
prohibited under this chapter. 
 
4. Private and semiprivate rooms in long-term care facilities, occupied by one or more individuals, all of whom are smokers and 
have requested in writing to be placed in a room where smoking is permitted, provided that smoke from these locations does not 
infiltrate into areas in which smoking is otherwise prohibited under this chapter. 
 
5. Private clubs that have no employees, except when being used for a function to which the general public is invited, provided 
that smoke from these locations does not infiltrate into areas in which smoking is otherwise prohibited under this chapter. This 
exemption shall not apply to any entity that is established for the purpose of avoiding compliance with this chapter.  
 
6. Outdoor areas that are places of employment except those areas where smoking is prohibited pursuant to section 142D.3, 
subsection 2. 
 
7. Limousines under private hire; vehicles owned, leased, or provided by a private employer that are for the sole use of the 
driver and are not used by more than one person in the course of employment either as a driver or passenger; privately owned 
vehicles not otherwise defined as a place of employment or public place; and cabs of motor trucks or truck tractors if no 
nonsmoking employees are present. 
 
8. An enclosed area within a place of employment or public place that provides a smoking cessation program or a medical or 
scientific research or therapy program, if smoking is an integral part of the program. 
 
9. Farm tractors, farm trucks, and implements of husbandry when being used for their intended purposes. 
 
10. Only the gaming floor of a premises licensed pursuant to chapter 99F exclusive of any bar or restaurant located within the 
gaming floor which is an enclosed area and subject to the prohibitions of section 142D.3. 
 
11. The Iowa Veterans’ Home. 
 
 

Section 142D.5 Declaration of area as nonsmoking. 
 
1. Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, an owner, operator, manager, or other person having custody or 
control of an area otherwise exempt from the prohibitions of section 142D.3 may declare the entire area as a nonsmoking place. 
 
2. Smoking shall be prohibited in any location of an area declared a nonsmoking place under this section if a sign is posted 
conforming to the provisions of section 142D.6.  
 
 

Section 142D.6 Notice of nonsmoking requirements — posting of signs. 
 
1. Notice of the provisions of this chapter shall be provided to all applicants for a business license in this state, to all law 
enforcement agencies, and to any business required to be registered with the office of the secretary of state. 
 
2. All employers subject to the prohibitions of this chapter shall communicate to all existing employees and to all prospective 
employees upon application for employment the smoking prohibitions prescribed in this chapter.  
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Section 142D.6 Notice of nonsmoking requirements — posting of signs continued… 
 

3. The owner, operator, manager, or other person having custody or control of a public place, place of employment, area 
declared a nonsmoking place pursuant to section 142D.5, or outdoor area where smoking is prohibited under this chapter shall 
clearly and conspicuously post in and at every entrance to the public place, place of employment, area declared a nonsmoking 
place pursuant to section 142D.5, or outdoor area, “no smoking” signs or the international “no smoking” symbol. Additionally, a 
“no smoking” sign or the international “no smoking” symbol shall be placed in every vehicle that constitutes a public place, place 
of employment, or area declared a nonsmoking place pursuant to section 142D.5 under this chapter, visible from the exterior of 
the vehicle. All signs shall contain the telephone number for reporting complaints and the internet site of the department of 
public health. The owner, operator, manager, or other person having custody or control of the public place, place of 
employment, area declared a nonsmoking place pursuant to section 142D.5, or outdoor area may use the sample signs 
provided on the department of public health’s internet site, or may use another sign if the contents of the sign comply with the 
requirements of this subsection. 
 
4. The owner, operator, manager, or other person having custody or control of a public place, place of employment, area 
declared a nonsmoking place pursuant to section 142D.5, or outdoor area where smoking is prohibited under this chapter shall 
remove all ashtrays from these locations. 

 
Section 142D.7 Non-retaliation — non-waiver of rights. 
 
1. A person or employer shall not discharge, refuse to employ, or in any manner retaliate against an employee, applicant for 
employment, or customer because that employee, applicant, or customer exercises any rights afforded under this chapter, 
registers a complaint, or attempts to prosecute a violation of this chapter. 
 
2. An employee who works in a location where an employer allows smoking does not waive or surrender any legal rights the 
employee may have against the employer or any other person. 

 
Section 142D.8 Enforcement. 
 
1. This chapter shall be enforced by the department of public health or the department’s designee. The department of public 
health shall adopt rules to administer this chapter, including rules regarding enforcement. The department of public health shall 
provide information regarding the provisions of this chapter and related compliance issues to employers, owners, operators, 
managers, and other persons having custody or control of a public place, place of employment, area declared a nonsmoking 
place pursuant to section 142D.5, or outdoor area where smoking is prohibited, and the general public via the department’s 
internet site. The internet site shall include sample signage and the telephone number for reporting complaints. Judicial 
magistrates shall hear and determine violations of this chapter. 
 
2. If a public place is subject to any state or political subdivision inspection process or is under contract with the state or a 
political subdivision, the person performing the inspection shall assess compliance with the requirements of this chapter and 
shall report any violations to the department of public health or the department’s designee. 
 
3. An owner, operator, manager, or other person having custody or control of a public place, place of employment, area 
declared a nonsmoking place pursuant to section 142D.5, or outdoor area regulated under this chapter shall inform persons 
violating this chapter of the provisions of this chapter. 
 
4. An employee or private citizen may bring a legal action to enforce this chapter. Any person may register a complaint under 
this chapter by filing a complaint with the department of public health or the department’s designee. 
 
5. In addition to the remedies provided in this section, the department of public health or the department’s designee or any other 
person aggrieved by the failure of the owner, operator, manager, or other person having custody or control of a public place, 
place of employment, area declared a nonsmoking place pursuant to section 142D.5, or outdoor area regulated by 
this chapter to comply with this chapter may seek injunctive relief to enforce this chapter. 

 
 
Section 142D.9 Civil penalties. 
 
1. A person who smokes in an area where smoking is prohibited pursuant to this chapter shall pay a civil penalty pursuant to 
section 805.8C, subsection 3, paragraph “a”, for each violation. 
 
2. A person who owns, operates, manages, or otherwise has custody or control of a public place, place of employment, area 
declared a nonsmoking place pursuant to section 142D.5, or outdoor area regulated under this chapter and who fails to comply 
with this chapter shall pay a civil penalty as follows: 

a. For a first violation, a monetary penalty not to exceed one hundred dollars. 
b. For a second violation within one year, a monetary penalty not to exceed two hundred dollars.  
c. For each violation in excess of a second violation within one year, a monetary penalty not to exceed five hundred 

dollars for each additional violation. 
 
Section 142D.9 Civil penalties continued... 
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3. An employer who discharges or in any manner discriminates against an employee because the employee has made a 
complaint or has provided information or instituted a legal action under this chapter shall pay a civil penalty of not less than two 
thousand dollars and not more than ten thousand dollars for each violation. 
 
4. In addition to the penalties established in this section, violation of this chapter by a person who owns, operates, manages, or 
who otherwise has custody or control of a public place, place of employment, area declared a nonsmoking place pursuant to 
section 142D.5, or outdoor area regulated under this chapter may result in the suspension or revocation of any permit or license 
issued to the person for the premises on which the violation occurred. 
 
5. Violation of this chapter constitutes a public nuisance which may be abated by the department of public health or the 
department’s designee by restraining order, preliminary or permanent injunction, or other means provided by law, and the entity 
abating the public nuisance may take action to recover the costs of such abatement. 
 
6. Each day on which a violation of this chapter occurs is considered a separate and distinct violation. 
7. Civil penalties paid pursuant to this chapter shall be deposited in the general fund of the state, unless a local authority as 
designated by the department in administrative rules is involved in the enforcement, in which case the civil penalties paid shall 

be deposited in the general fund of the respective city or county. 
 

 
CHAPTER 322 

MOTOR VEHICLE MANUFACTURERS, DISTRIBUTORS AND DEALERS 
 

Section 322.5 – LICENSE FEES / TEMPORARY PERMITS 
 
In addition to selling motor vehicles at the motor vehicle dealer's principal place of business and at car lots, a motor vehicle 
dealer may do any of the following:  
 

1. Display new motor vehicles at fair events, vehicle shows, and vehicle exhibitions, upon application for and receipt of a 
temporary permit issued by the department.  

 
2. Display, offer for sale, and negotiate sales of new motor vehicles at county or district fair events, as described in 

chapter 174, vehicle shows, and vehicle exhibitions, upon application for and receipt of a temporary permit issued by 
the department. Such activities may only be conducted at fairs, vehicle shows, and vehicle exhibitions that are held in 
the county of the motor vehicle dealer's principal place of business. A sale of a motor vehicle by a motor vehicle dealer 
shall not be completed and an agreement for the sale of a motor vehicle shall not be signed at a fair event, vehicle 
show, or vehicle exhibition. All such sales shall be consummated at the motor vehicle dealer's principal place of 
business.  

 
3. A motor vehicle dealer may also, upon receipt of a temporary permit approved by the department, display and sell 

classic cars only at county fair events, as defined in chapter 174, vehicle shows, and vehicle exhibitions which have 
been approved by the department for purposes of classic car display and sale and the provisions of section 322.3, 
subsection 9, shall not be applicable. Application for a temporary permit shall be made on forms provided by the 
department and shall be accompanied by a ten dollar permit fee. A permit shall be issued for a single period of not to 
exceed five days. Not more than three permits may be issued to a motor vehicle dealer in any one calendar year. For 
purposes of this subsection, "classic car" means a motor vehicle fifteen years old or older but less than twenty years 
old which is primarily of value as a collector's item and not as transportation.  

 

 

CHAPTER 423 -- STREAMLINED SALES AND USE TAX ACT 
 

(Regarding sales and use tax exemptions for Fairs in Iowa) 

 
Section 423.3 – Exemptions 

There is exempted from the provisions of this subchapter and from the computation of the amount of tax imposed by it 
the following: 

 
23. The sales price of tangible personal property sold, or of services furnished, by a fair organized under chapter 174. 

 
35. The sales price from sales or services furnished by the state fair organized under chapter 173. 
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CHAPTER 427 – PROPERTY EXEMPT AND TAXABLE 
 

(Regarding property tax exemptions for fairgrounds in Iowa) 

 
Section 427.1 – Exemptions 
 

The following classes of property shall not be taxed: 
 

39. County fair property. Fairgrounds, as defined in section 174.1, that are owned by a county or a fair, as defined in 

section 174.1. The use of such fairgrounds for purposes other than a fair event, as defined in section 174.1, by the owner 
or by a lessee, including uses for pecuniary profit, shall not affect the exemption.  

 
 

CHAPTER 669 --- STATE TORT CLAIMS 
 

Section 669.25 – LIABILITY 
 
A person who performs services for a fair, as defined in section 174.1, and is not a full-time employee of the fair is not personally 
liable for a claim based upon an act or omission of the person performed in the discharge of the person's duties, except for acts 
or omissions which involve intentional misconduct or knowing violation of the law, or for a transaction from which the person 
derives an improper personal benefit. 

 
 

CHAPTER 673 --- DOMESTICATED ANIMAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Amended 4/20/2017 

 
  673.1 Definitions. 

1. “Claim” means a claim, counterclaim, cross-claim, complaint, or cause of action recognized by the Iowa rules of civil 
procedure and brought in court on account of damage to or loss of property or on account of personal injury or death. 

2. “Domesticated animal” means an animal commonly referred to as a bovine, swine, sheep, goat, domesticated deer, 
llama, poultry, rabbit, horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey, or hinny. 

3. “Domesticated animal activity” means any of the following: 
a. Riding or driving a domesticated animal. 
b. Riding as a passenger on a vehicle powered by a domesticated animal.  
c. Teaching or training a person to ride or drive a domesticated animal or a vehicle powered by a domesticated 

animal. 
d. Participating in an activity sponsored by a domesticated animal activity sponsor. 
e. Participating or assisting a participant in a domesticated animal event. 
f. Managing or assisting in managing a domesticated animal in a domesticated animal event. 
g. Inspecting or assisting an inspection of a domesticated animal for the purpose of purchase. 
h. Providing hoof care including, but not limited to, horseshoeing.  
i. Providing or assisting in providing veterinary care to a domesticated animal.  
j. Boarding or keeping a domesticated animal, by the owner of the domesticated animal or on behalf of another 

person.  
k. Loading, hauling, or transporting a domesticated animal.  
l. Breeding domesticated animals.  
m. Participating in racing.  
n. Showing or displaying a domesticated animal. 

4. “Domesticated animal activity sponsor” means a person who owns, organizes, manages, or provides facilities for a 
domesticated animal activity, including, but not limited to, any of the following: 

a. Clubs involved in riding, hunting, competing, or performing.  
b. Youth clubs, including 4-H clubs.  
c. Educational institutions.  
d. Owners, operators, instructors, and promoters of a domesticated animal event or domesticated animal facility, 

including, but not limited to, stables, boarding facilities, clubhouses, rides, fairs, and arenas.  
e. Breeding farms.  
f. Training farms. 
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Iowa Code Chapter 673 continued … 
 

5. “Domesticated animal event” means an event in which a domesticated animal activity occurs, including, but not limited 

to, any of the following:  
a. A fair.  
b. A rodeo.  
c. An exposition.  
d. A show.  
e. A competition.  
f. A 4-H event.  
g. A sporting event.  
h. An event involving driving, pulling, or cutting.  
i. Hunting.  
j. An equine event or discipline including, but not limited to, dressage, a hunter or jumper show, polo, steeple-

chasing, English or western performance riding, a western game, or trail riding. 
5A.   “Domesticated animal pathogen” or “pathogen” means a microorganism, biological agent, or toxin 

causing disease, illness, or death to a human, if the microorganism, biological agent, or toxin is primarily transmitted 
by human contact with a domesticated animal, manure from a domesticated animal, or other excretions or body 
fluids from a domesticated animal. 

5B.    “Domesticated animal premises” or “premises” means a location under the management or control of 

       domesticated animal activity sponsor where domesticated animals are regularly kept for three or 
   more consecutive hours.  

6.  “Domesticated animal professional” means a person who receives compensation for engaging in a   domesticated 
animal activity by doing one of the following: 

a. Instructing a participant.  
b. Renting the use of a domesticated animal to a participant for the purposes of riding, driving, or being a 

passenger on a domesticated animal or a vehicle powered by a domesticated animal. 
c. Renting equipment or tack to a participant.  

      6A. “Fair authority” means the Iowa state fair authority established in section 173.1 or a fair as defined in  
           section 174.1. 
      6B. “Fairgrounds” mean real estate under the management or control of a fair authority, including land,  
 buildings, and improvements, and which includes but is not limited to areas reserved for domesticated  
 animal events or domesticated animal activities. 

7. “Inherent risks of a domesticated animal activity” means a danger or condition which is an integral part of a domesticated 
animal activity, including, but not limited to, the following:  

a. The propensity of a domesticated animal to behave in a manner that is reasonably foreseeable to result in 
damages to property, or injury or death to a person.  

b. Risks generally associated with an activity which may include injuries caused by bucking, biting, stumbling, 
rearing, trampling, scratching, pecking, falling, kicking, or butting.  

c. The unpredictable reaction by a domesticated animal to unfamiliar conditions, including, but not limited to, a 
sudden movement; loud noise; an unfamiliar environment; or the introduction of unfamiliar persons, animals, 
or objects.  

d. A collision by the domesticated animal with an object or animal.  
e. The failure of a participant to exercise reasonable care, take adequate precautions, or use adequate control 

when engaging in the activity, including failing to maintain reasonable control or failing to act in a manner 
consistent with the person’s abilities.  

8. “Participant” means a person who engages in a domesticated animal activity, regardless of whether the person receives 
compensation.  

9. “Spectator” means a person who is in the vicinity of a domesticated animal activity, but who is not a participant. 

 

 
  673.2 Liability. 
  A person, including a domesticated animal professional, domesticated animal activity sponsor, the owner of the domesticated 
animal, or a person exhibiting the domesticated animal, is not liable for the damages, injury, or death suffered by a participant or 
spectator resulting from the inherent risks of a domesticated animal activity. This section shall not apply to the extent that the claim 
for damages, injury, or death is caused by any of the following: 

1. An act committed intentionally, recklessly, or while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or other drug or a 
combination of such substances which causes damages, injury, or death.  

2. The use of equipment or tack used in the domesticated animal activity which the defendant provided to a participant, if 
the defendant knew or reasonably should have known that the equipment or tack was faulty or defective.  

3. The failure to notify a participant of a dangerous latent condition on real property in which the defendant holds an interest, 
which is known or should have been known. The notice may be made by posting a clearly visible warning sign on the 
property.  

4. A domesticated animal activity which occurs in a place designated or intended by an animal activity sponsor as a place 
for persons who are not participants to be present.  

5. A domesticated animal activity which causes damages, injury, or death to a spectator who is in a place where a 
reasonable person who is alert to inherent risks of domesticated animal activities would not expect a domesticated animal 
activity to occur. 
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Iowa Code Chapter 673 continued … 

 
 

673.3 Notice required. 
1. A domesticated animal professional shall post and maintain a sign on real property in which the professional holds an 

interest, if the professional conducts domesticated animal activities on the property. The location of the sign may be near 
or on a stable, corral, or arena owned or controlled by the domesticated animal professional. The sign must be clearly 
visible to a participant. This section does not require a sign to be posted on a domesticated animal or a vehicle powered 
by a domesticated animal. The notice shall appear in black letters a minimum of one inch high and in the following form: 

 

WARNING 
  Under Iowa law, a domesticated animal professional is not liable for damages 

suffered by, an injury to, or the death of a participant resulting from the inherent risks 

of domesticated animal activities, pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 673. You are 

assuming inherent risks of participating in this domesticated animal activity. 

 

2. If a written contract is executed between a domesticated animal professional and a participant involving domesticated 
animal activities, the contract shall contain the same notice in clearly readable print. In addition, the contract shall include 
the following disclaimer: 

a. A number of inherent risks are associated with a domesticated animal activity. A domesticated 
animal may behave in a manner that results in damages to property or an injury or death to a 
person. Risks associated with the activity may include injuries caused by bucking, biting, stumbling, 
rearing, trampling, scratching, pecking, falling, or butting.  

b. The domesticated animal may react unpredictably to conditions, including but not limited to a 
sudden movement, loud noise, an unfamiliar environment, or the introduction of unfamiliar persons, 
animals, or objects.  

c. The domesticated animal may also react in a dangerous manner when a condition or treatment is 
considered hazardous to the welfare of the animal; a collision occurs with an object or animal; or a 
participant fails to exercise reasonable care, take adequate precautions, or use adequate control 
when engaging in a domesticated animal activity, including failing to maintain reasonable control 
of the animal or failing to act in a manner consistent with the person’s abilities. 

 

 
673.4 Fairs - Domesticated Animal Premises - Liability. 
 

1.   A fair authority is not liable for damages arising from a claim by a participant or spectator alleging injury or death 
caused by a domesticated animal pathogen transmitted at a domesticated animal premises located on its fairgrounds. 
This subsection applies regardless of whether a domesticated animal is present on the domesticated animal premises, 
when the domesticated animal pathogen is transmitted, or whether a domesticated animal present on the 
domesticated animal premises is engaged in a domesticated animal activity. 

2.   Subsection 1 does not apply to the extent that the participant or spectator proves that the fair authority failed to post a 
warning sign at a conspicuous place at the domesticated animal premises as required in section 673.5. 

  
 
673.5 Warning sign – Notice. 

1.  A fair authority shall post a warning sign at a conspicuous place on any domesticated animal premises 
located on the fairgrounds. The warning sign shall be clearly visible to a person visiting the premises for 
the first time. The sign shall have a white background and the sign’s notice shall be printed in black letters  
minimum of one inch high in the following form: 

 
 

WARNING 
DOMESTICATED ANIMAL PREMISES 

 
   Under Iowa Code chapter 673, the Fair is not liable for a domesticated animal pathogen transmitted from this 

domesticated animal premises. Take necessary sanitary precautions including by not touching your face or consuming 

food or water until thoroughly cleansing and drying your hands after your visit. As soon as possible after your visit, 

thoroughly cleanse your hands using an appropriate soap and water and thoroughly dry them after cleansing. 
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CHAPTER 717E – PETS AS PRIZES 
 

Section 717E.1 – DEFINITIONS 
 
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 

1.  "Advertise" means to present a commercial message in any medium including but not limited to print, radio, 
television, sign, display, label, tag, or articulation. 
2.  "Business" means any enterprise relating to any of the following: 

a. The sale or offer for sale of goods or services. 
b. A recruitment for employment or membership in an organization. 
c. A solicitation to make an investment. 
d. An amusement or entertainment activity. 

3.  "Fair" means any of the following: 
a. The annual fair and exposition held by the Iowa state fair board pursuant to chapter 173 or any fair held by 
a county or district fair or agricultural society under the provisions of chapter 174. 
b. An exhibition of agricultural or manufactured products. 
c. An event for operation of amusement rides or devices or concession booths. 

4.  "Game" means a "game of chance" or "game of skill" as defined in section 99B.1. 
5.  "Pet" means a living animal which is limited to a dog, cat, or an animal normally maintained in a small tank or cage 
in or near a residence, including but not limited to a rabbit, gerbil, hamster, mouse, parrot, canary, mynah, finch, 
tropical fish, goldfish, snake, turtle, gecko, or iguana. 

 
 

Section 717E.2 – PET AWARDS PROHIBITED 
 
A person is guilty of a simple misdemeanor if the person awards a pet or advertises that a pet may be awarded as any of the 
following: 

1.  A prize for participating in a game. 
2.  A prize for participating in a fair event. 
3.  An inducement or condition for visiting a place of business or attending an event sponsored by a business. 
4.  An inducement or condition for executing a contract which includes provisions unrelated to the ownership, care, or 
disposition of the pet. 

 
 

Section 717E.3 – EXCEPTIONS 
 
This chapter shall not apply to any of the following: 
 

1.  A pet shop licensed pursuant to section 162.5 if the award of a pet is provided in connection with the sale of a pet 
on the premises of the pet shop. 
2.  Youth programs associated with 4-H clubs; future farmers of America; the Izaak Walton league of America; or 
organizations associated with outdoor recreation, hunting, or fishing including but not limited to the Iowa sportsmen's 
federation. 

 
CHAPTER 727 --- HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE 

 
Section 727.2 -- FIREWORKS 
 
The term "fireworks" includes any explosive composition, or combination of explosive substances, or article prepared for the 
purpose of producing a visible or audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration, or detonation, and includes blank 
cartridges, firecrackers, torpedoes, skyrockets, roman candles, or other fireworks of like construction and fireworks containing 
any explosive or flammable compound, or other device containing any explosive substance. The term "fireworks" does not 
include goldstar-producing sparklers on wires which contain no magnesium or chlorate or perchlorate, flitter sparklers in paper 
tubes that do not exceed one-eighth of an inch in diameter, toy snakes which contain no mercury or caps used in cap pistols.  
 
A person, firm, co-partnership, or corporation, who offers for sale, exposes for sale, sells at retail or uses or explodes any 
fireworks, commits a simple misdemeanor. In addition to any other penalties, the punishment imposed for a violation of this 
section shall include assessment of a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars. However, the council of a city or a county 
board of supervisors may, upon application in writing, grant a permit for the display of fireworks by municipalities, fair 
associations, amusement parks, and other organizations or groups of individuals approved by the city or the county board of 
supervisors when the fireworks display will be handled by a competent operator, but no such permit shall be required for the 
display of fireworks at the Iowa state fairgrounds by the Iowa state fair board, at incorporated county fairs, or at district fairs 
receiving state aid. Sales of fireworks for such display may be made for that purpose only.  
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CODE OF IOWA, SECTION 173 
RELATING TO IOWA STATE FAIR 

August 2013 

 
 
173.1 State fair authority. 

 

The Iowa state fair authority is established as a public instrumentality of the state.  The authority is not an agency of state 
government.  However, the authority is considered a state agency and its employees state employees for the purposes of 
chapters 17A, 20, 91B, 97B, 509A, and 669.  The authority is established to conduct an annual state fair and exposition on the 

Iowa state fairgrounds and to conduct other interim events consistent with its rules.  The powers of the authority are vested in 
the Iowa state fair board.  The Iowa state fair board consists of the following: 

1. The governor of the state, the secretary of agriculture, and the president of the Iowa state university of science and 
technology or their qualified representatives.  

2. Two district directors from each state fair board district to be elected at a convention as provided in section 173.4. 

3. A president and vice president to be elected by the state fair board from the elected directors.  
4. A treasurer to be elected by the board from the elected directors. 
5. A secretary to be appointed by the board who shall serve as a nonvoting member. 

 
 

173.1A Definitions. 
 
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

1. “Board” means the Iowa state fair board as provided in section 173.1. 
2. “Convention” means the convention held each year, to elect members of the state fair board and conduct other 

business of the board, as provided in section 173.2.  

3. “District director” means a director of the Iowa state fair board who represents a state fair board district.  
4. “State fair board district” or “district” means any of the six geographic regions established in section 173.4A. 

 
 

173.2 Convention. 
 
A convention shall be held at a time and place in Iowa to be designated by the Iowa state fair board each year, to elect 

members of the state fair board and conduct other business of the board.  The board shall give sixty days’ notice of the location 
of the convention to all agricultural associations and persons eligible to attend.  The convention shall be composed of:  

1. The members of the state fair board as then organized. 
2. The president or secretary of each county or district agricultural society entitled to receive aid from the state, or a 

regularly elected delegate therefrom accredited in writing, who shall be a resident of the county.  
3. One delegate, a resident of the county, to be appointed by the board of supervisors in each county where there is no 

such society, or when such society fails to report to the association of Iowa fairs in the manner provided by law as a 
basis for state aid.  The association shall promptly report such failure to the county auditor. 

 
 
 

173.3 Certification of state aid associations. 
 
On or before November 15 of each year, the secretary of agriculture shall certify to the secretary of the state fair board the 

names of the various associations, fairs, and societies which have qualified for state aid under the provisions of chapters 176A 
through 178, 181, 182, 186, and 352, and which are entitled to representation in the convention as provided in section 173.2. 

 
 
 

173.4 Voting power — election of district directors. 
 
1. Except as provided in this subsection, each member present at the convention shall be entitled to not more than one 

vote. A member shall not vote by proxy.  
2. A successor to a district director shall be elected by a majority of convention members from the same state fair board 

district as the district director, according to rules adopted by the convention.  A member who is also a district director shall 
not be entitled to vote for a successor to a district director. 
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Chapter 173 Iowa Code continued…. 

 
 
 
173.4A State fair board districts. 
 
The state shall be divided into six geographic regions known as state fair board districts.  The regions shall include all of the 

following:  
1. The northwest state fair board district which shall contain all of the following counties:  Buena Vista, Calhoun, 

Cherokee, Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, Ida, Lyon, O’Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto, Plymouth, Pocahontas, Sac, Sioux, and 
Woodbury.  

2. The north central state fair board district which shall contain all of the following counties:  Boone, Butler, Cerro 
Gordo, Floyd, Franklin, Grundy, Hamilton, Hancock, Hardin, Humboldt, Kossuth, Marshall, Mitchell, Story, Tama, 
Webster, Winnebago, Worth, and Wright.  

3. The northeast state fair board district which shall contain all of the following counties:  Allamakee, Benton, Black 
Hawk, Bremer, Buchanan, Chickasaw, Clayton, Delaware, Dubuque, Fayette, Howard, Jackson, Jones, Linn, and 
Winneshiek. 

4. The southwest state fair board district which shall contain the following counties:  Adair, Adams, Audubon, Carroll, 
Cass, Crawford, Fremont, Greene, Guthrie, Harrison, Mills, Monona, Montgomery, Page, Pottawattamie, Shelby, and 
Taylor.  

5. The south central state fair board district which shall contain the following counties:  Appanoose, Clarke, Dallas, 
Decatur, Jasper, Lucas, Madison, Mahaska, Marion, Monroe, Polk, Poweshiek, Ringgold, Union, Warren, and 
Wayne.  

6. The southeast state fair board district which shall contain the following counties:  Cedar, Clinton, Davis, Des Moines, 
Henry, Iowa, Jefferson, Johnson, Keokuk, Lee, Louisa, Muscatine, Scott, Van Buren, Wapello, and Washington. 

 
 

173.5 Duties of the convention. 
 

1. The convention shall establish staggered terms of office for the elected directors.  Notwithstanding section 173.6, 

the convention may establish terms of office for initial elected directors for more or less than two years.  
2. Each year, the convention shall elect a successor to one of the two district directors whose term expires following the 

adjournment of the convention, as provided in section 173.4.  

3. The Iowa state fair board shall present a financial report to the convention.  The report is not required to include an 
audit, but shall provide an estimate of the accounts under the authority of the board. 

 
 

173.6 Terms of office. 
 
The term of the president and vice president of the board shall be one year.  A person shall not hold the office of president for 

more than three consecutive years, plus any portion of a year in which the person was first elected by the board to fill a vacancy. 
A member of the board who is a district director shall serve a term of two years.  The term of a district director shall begin 

following the adjournment of the convention at which the district director was elected and shall continue until a successor is 
elected and qualified as provided in this chapter. 

 
 

173.7 Vacancies. 
 

If, after the adjournment of the convention, a vacancy occurs in the office of any member of the board elected by the 
convention the board shall fill the vacancy by election.  The elected member shall qualify at once and serve until noon of the day 
following the adjournment of the next convention.  If, by that time, the member elected by the board will not have completed the 
full term for which the member’s predecessor was elected, the convention shall elect a member to serve for the unexpired 
portion of the term.  The member elected by the convention shall qualify at the same time as other members elected by the 
convention. 

 
 

173.8 Compensation and expenses. 
 
A member of the board elected at the annual convention shall be paid a per diem as specified in section 7E.6 and shall be 

reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred while engaged in official duties.  All per diem and expense moneys paid 
to a member shall be paid from funds of the state fair board. 
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Chapter 173Iowa Code continued…. 

 
173.9 Secretary. 
 
The board shall appoint a secretary who shall serve at the pleasure of the board.  The secretary shall do all of the following: 

1. Administer the policies set by the board. 
2. Employ other employees and agents as the secretary deems necessary for carrying out the policies of the board 

and to conduct the affairs of the state fair.  The secretary may fix the duties and compensation of any employees 
or agents with the approval of the board.  

3. Keep a complete record of the annual convention and of all meetings of the board.  
4. Draw all warrants on the treasurer of the board and keep a correct account of them.  
5. Perform other duties as the board directs. 

 

173.10 Salary of secretary. 
 
The compensation and employment terms of the secretary shall be set by the Iowa state fair board with the approval of the 

governor, taking into consideration the level of knowledge and experience of the secretary. 
 

173.11 Treasurer. 
 
The board shall elect a treasurer who shall hold office for one year, and the treasurer shall: 

1. Keep a correct account of the receipts and disbursements of all moneys belonging to the board.  
2. Make payments on all warrants signed by the president and secretary from any funds available for such purpose.  
3. Administer the foundation fund under the control of the Iowa state fair foundation, as directed by the board in its 

capacity as the board of the Iowa state fair foundation. The treasurer shall administer the fund in accordance with 
procedures of the treasurer of state, and maintain a correct account of receipts and disbursements of assets of the 
foundation fund. 

 

173.13 Executive committee — meetings. 
 
The president, vice president, and secretary shall constitute an executive committee, which shall transact such business as 

may be delegated to it by the board.  The president may call meetings of the board or executive committee when the interests of 
the work require it. 

 

173.14 Functions of the board. 
 
The state fair board has the custody and control of the state fairgrounds, including the buildings and equipment on it belonging 

to the state, and may: 
1. Hold an annual fair and exposition on those grounds. All revenue generated by the fair and any interim uses shall 

be retained solely by the board.  
2. Prepare premium lists and establish rules of exhibitors for the fair which shall be published by the board not later 

than sixty days prior to the opening of the fair. 
3. Grant a written permit to persons as it deems proper to sell fruit, provisions, and other lawful articles under rules 

the board prescribes.  
4. Appoint, as the president deems necessary, security personnel and peace officers qualified according to standards 

adopted by the board.  
5. Take and hold property by gift, devise, or bequest for fair purposes.  The president, secretary, and treasurer of the 

board shall have custody and control of the property, subject to the action of the board.  Those officers shall give 
bonds as required in the case of executors, to be approved by the board and filed with the secretary of state.  

6. Erect and repair buildings on the grounds and make other necessary improvements.  
7. Grant written permission to persons to use the fairgrounds when the fair is not in progress.  
8. Take, acquire, hold, and dispose of property by deed, gift, devise, bequest, lease, or eminent domain.  The title to 

real estate acquired under this subsection and improvements erected on the real estate shall be taken and held 

in the name of the state of Iowa and shall be under the custody and control of the board.  In the exercise of the 
power of eminent domain the board shall proceed in the manner provided in chapters 6A and 6B.  

9. Solicit and accept contributions from private sources for the purpose of financing and supporting the fair.  
10. Make an agreement with the department of public safety to provide for security during the annual fair and 

exposition and interim events.  
11. Administer the Iowa state fair foundation created in section 173.22 in its capacity as the board of the Iowa state 

fair foundation.  
a. The board shall administer the foundation fund by authorizing all payments from the foundation fund. The 

board on behalf of the foundation fund may contract, sue and be sued, and adopt rules necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this subsection, but the board in administering the foundation fund shall not in any 

manner, directly or indirectly, pledge the credit of the state.  
b. The board shall administer the Iowa state fairgrounds trust fund as trustees of an institutional endowment 

fund as provided in section 173.22A. 
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Chapter 173 Iowa Code continued…. 

 
173.14A General corporate powers of the authority. 
 
The authority has all of the general corporate powers needed to carry out its purposes and duties, and to exercise its specific 

powers including, but not limited to, the power to:  
1. Issue its negotiable bonds and notes as provided in this chapter.  

2. Sue and be sued in its own name.  
3. Have and alter a corporate seal.  
4. Make and alter bylaws for its management consistent with this chapter. 

5. Make and execute agreements, contracts, and other instruments, with any public or private entity.  
6. Accept appropriations, gifts, grants, loans, or other aid from public or private entities. 
7. Make, alter, and repeal rules consistent with this chapter, subject to chapter 17A. 

 

173.14B Bonds and notes. 
 

1. The board may issue and sell negotiable revenue bonds of the authority in denominations and amounts as the 
board deems for the best interests of the fair. However, the board must first submit a list of the purposes ranked by 
priority and a purpose must be authorized by a constitutional majority of each house of the general assembly and 
approved by the governor. A purpose must be one of the following:  

a. To acquire real estate to be devoted to uses for the fair.  
b. To pay any expenses or costs incidental to a building or repair project.  
c. To provide sufficient funds for the advancement of any of its corporate purposes.  

2. The board may issue negotiable bonds and notes of the authority in principal amounts which are necessary to 
provide sufficient funds for achievement of its corporate purposes, the payment of interest on its bonds and notes, 
the establishment of reserves to secure its bonds and notes, and all other expenditures of the board incident to 
and necessary or convenient to carry out its purposes and powers, subject to authorization and approval required 
under subsection 1. However, the total principal amount of bonds and notes outstanding at any time under 
subsection 1 and this subsection shall not exceed twenty-five million dollars.  The bonds and notes are deemed 

to be investment securities and negotiable instruments within the meaning of and for all purposes of the uniform 
commercial code, chapter 554.  

3. Bonds and notes are payable solely out of the moneys, assets, or revenues of the authority and as provided in the 
agreement with bondholders or noteholders pledging any particular moneys, assets, or revenues.  Bonds or notes 
are not an obligation of this state or its political subdivisions other than the authority within the meaning of any 
constitutional or statutory debt limitations, but are special obligations of the authority payable solely from sources 
provided in this chapter, and the authority shall not pledge the credit or taxing power of this state or its political 

subdivisions other than the authority or make its debts payable out of any moneys except those of the authority.  
4. Bonds shall:  

a. State the date and series of the issue, be consecutively numbered, and state on their face that they are 
payable both as to principal and interest solely out of the assets of the authority and do not constitute an 
indebtedness of this state or its political subdivisions other than the authority within the meaning of any 
constitutional or statutory debt limit.  

b. Be either registered, registered as to principal only, or in coupon form, issued in denominations as the 
board prescribes, fully negotiable instruments under the laws of this state, signed on behalf of the 
authority with the manual or facsimile signature of the president or vice president, attested by the manual 
or facsimile signature of the secretary, have impressed or imprinted on it the seal of the authority or 
facsimile of it, and coupons attached shall be signed with the facsimile signature of the president or vice 
president, be payable as to interest at rates and at times as the authority determines, be payable as to 
principal at times over a period not to exceed fifty years from the date of issuance, at places and with 
reserved rights of prior redemption, as the board prescribes, be sold at prices, at public or private sale, 
and in a manner as the board prescribes, and the board may pay all expenses, premiums, and 
commissions which it deems necessary or advantageous in connection with the issuance and sale; and 
be issued subject to the terms, conditions, and covenant providing for the payment of the principal, 
redemption premiums, if any, interest, and other terms, conditions, covenants, and protective provisions 
safeguarding payment, not inconsistent with this chapter, as are found to be necessary by the board for 

the most advantageous sale, which may include, but are not limited to, covenants with the holders of the 
bonds as to those matters set forth in section 16.26, subsection 4, paragraph “b”.  

5. The board may issue bonds of the authority for the purpose of refunding any bonds or notes of the authority then 
outstanding, including the payment of any redemption premiums and any interest accrued or to accrue to the date 
of redemption of the outstanding bonds or notes.  Until the proceeds of the bonds issued for the purpose of 
refunding outstanding bonds or notes are applied to the purchase or retirement of outstanding bonds or notes or 
the redemption of outstanding bonds or notes, the proceeds may be placed in escrow and be invested and 
reinvested in accordance with this chapter.  The interest, income, and profits earned or realized on an investment 

may also be applied to the payment of the outstanding bonds or notes to be refunded by purchase, retirement, or 
redemption.  After the terms of the escrow have been fully satisfied and carried out, any balance of proceeds and 
interest earned or realized on the investments may be returned to the authority for use by it in any lawful manner. 
All refunding bonds shall be issued and secured and subject to this chapter in the same manner and to the same 

extent as other bonds.  
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6. The board may issue negotiable bond anticipation notes of the authority and may renew them from time to time but 

the maximum maturity of the notes, including renewals, shall not exceed ten years from the date of issue of the 
original notes. Notes are payable from any available moneys of the authority not otherwise pledged or from the 
proceeds of the sale of bonds in anticipation of which the notes were issued.  Notes may be issued for any 
corporate purpose of the authority. Notes shall be issued in the same manner as bonds and notes and the 
resolution of the board may contain any provisions, conditions, or limitations, not inconsistent with this 
subsection, which the bonds or a bond resolution of the board may contain.  Notes may be sold at public or 

private sale.  In case of default on its notes or violation of any obligations of the authority to the noteholders, the 
noteholders have all the remedies provided in this chapter for bondholders.  Notes shall be as fully negotiable as 

bonds of the authority.  
7. A copy of each pledge agreement by or to the authority, including without limitation each bond resolution, 

indenture of trust, or similar agreement, or any revisions or supplements to it shall be filed with the secretary of 
state and no further filing or other action under article 9 of the uniform commercial code as provided in chapter 
554, or any other law of the state is required to perfect the security interest in the collateral or any additions to it or 

substitutions for it, and the lien and trust so created is binding from and after the time it is made against all parties 
having claims of any kind in tort, contract, or otherwise against the pledgor.  

8. Members of the board and any person executing the authority’s bonds, notes, or other obligations are not liable 
personally on the bonds, notes, or other obligations or subject to personal liability or accountability by reason of the 
issuance of the authority’s bonds or notes.  

9. The board shall publish a notice of intention to issue bonds or notes in a newspaper published and of general 
circulation in the state.  The notice shall include a statement of the maximum amount of bonds or notes proposed 
to be issued, and in general, what net revenues will be pledged to pay the bonds or notes and interest on 
them.  An action shall not be brought questioning the legality of the bonds or notes, the power of the board to issue 
the bonds or notes, or the legality of any proceedings in connection with the authorization or issuance of the bonds 
or notes after sixty days from the date of publication of the notice. 

 
 

173.15 Management of state fair. 
 
The board may delegate the management of the state fair to the executive committee and two or more additional members of 

the board; and in carrying on such fair it may employ such assistance as may be deemed necessary. 
 
 

173.16 Maintenance of state fair. 
 
All expenses incurred in maintaining the state fairgrounds and in conducting the annual fair on it, including the compensation 

and expenses of the officers, members, and employees of the board, shall be recorded by the secretary and paid from the state 
fair receipts, unless a specific appropriation has been provided for that purpose. The board may request special capital 
improvement appropriations from the state and may request emergency funding from the executive council for natural 
disasters.  The board may request that the department of transportation provide maintenance in accordance with section 
307A.2, subsection 11. 

In order to efficiently administer facilities and events on the state fairgrounds, and to promote Iowa’s conservation ethic, the 
Iowa state fair board shall handle or dispose of waste generated on the state fairgrounds under supervision of the department of 
natural resources. 

 

173.17 Claims. 
 
The board shall prescribe rules for the presentation and payment of claims out of the state fair receipts and other funds of the 

board and no claim shall be allowed which does not comply therewith. 
 
 

173.18 Warrants. 
 
No claim shall be paid by the treasurer except upon a warrant signed by the president and secretary of the board, but this 

section shall not apply to the payment of state fair premiums. 
 
 

173.19 Examination of financial affairs. 
 
The auditor of state shall annually examine and report to the executive council all financial affairs of the board. 
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173.20 Report. 
 
The board shall file each year with the department, at such time as the department may specify, a report containing such 

information relative to the state fair and exposition and the district and county fairs as the department may require. 
 

173.21 Annual report to governor. 
 
The board shall file with the governor each year by February 15 a report containing the following information relative to the 

state fair and exposition and the district and county fairs:  
1. A complete account of the annual state fair and exposition.  
2. The proceedings of the annual state agricultural convention.  
3. The proceedings of the annual county and district fair manager’s convention. 

 

173.22 Iowa state fair foundation — foundations fund. 

 
1. An Iowa state fair foundation is established under the authority of the Iowa state fair board.  
2. A foundation fund is created within the state treasury composed of moneys appropriated or available to and obtained 

or accepted by the foundation. The foundation fund shall include moneys credited to the fund as provided in section 
422.12D.  

3. The foundation may solicit or accept gifts, including donations and bequests. A gift, to the greatest extent possible, 
shall be used according to the expressed desires of the person providing the gift.  

4. Moneys in the foundation fund shall be used to support foundation activities, including foundation administration, or 
capital projects or major maintenance improvements at the Iowa state fairgrounds or to property under the control of 
the board. 

5. a. Foundation moneys credited to the foundation fund may be expended on a matching basis with public moneys or 
Iowa state fair authority receipts. All interest earned on moneys in the foundation fund shall be credited to and remain 
in the fund. Section 8.33 does not apply to moneys in the fund. 
b. The auditor of state shall conduct regular audits of the foundation fund and shall make a certified report relating to  
the condition of the foundation fund to the treasurer of the state, to the treasurer and secretary of the state fair board. 

 
 

173.22A Iowa state fairgrounds trust fund. 
 

1. An Iowa state fairgrounds trust fund is created as an endowment fund under the authority and in the custody of the 
Iowa state fair board in its capacity as the board of the Iowa state fair foundation.  The Iowa state fairgrounds trust 
fund is not part of the state treasury. The fund shall be composed exclusively of gifts accepted by the board in trust 
from private donors or testators.  The board may accept these gifts in trust and shall fulfill its duties as trustee of gifts 
accepted notwithstanding section 633.63.  The trust beneficiaries shall include all future attendees of events held on 

the Iowa state fairgrounds.  The fund shall be an endowment fund to be used exclusively for the maintenance and 
improvement of the Iowa state fairgrounds and for no other purpose.  The board shall decline any gifts not consistent 
with these purposes.  

2. Moneys in the Iowa state fairgrounds trust fund shall not be deposited in the state treasury, but shall be held 
separate and apart from both the state fair’s operating moneys and the state fair foundation fund established in 
section 173.22. The board as trustee shall hold only legal title to these moneys, which shall not form any part of the 

general fund of the state. The moneys shall not be subject to appropriation by the general assembly or subject to 
transfer pursuant to chapter 8.  The moneys are not and shall not be deemed public funds for any purpose.  The 
fund shall be an institutional endowment fund within the meaning of and subject to chapter 540A.  The fund shall not 

be subject to audit by the auditor of state, but shall be audited annually by a certified public accountant.  The annual 
audit shall be delivered to the auditor of state, who may include it in any further report that the auditor of state deems 
appropriate.  However, an annual audit shall be a confidential record to the extent required in section 22.7, 
subsection 52.  The moneys may be held in perpetuity, subject to the provisions for release or modification of 
restrictions on the moneys as provided in chapter 540A. 

 
 

173.23 Lien on property. 
 
The board has a prior lien upon the property of any concessionaire, exhibitor, or person, immediately upon the property being 

brought onto the grounds, to secure existing or future indebtedness. 
 

173.24 Exemption of state fair by the state’s purchasing procedures. 
 
The state fair is exempt from the state system of uniform purchasing procedures.  However, the board may contract with the 

department of administrative services to purchase any items through the state system.  The board shall adopt its own system of 
uniform standards and specifications for purchasing. 
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CODE OF IOWA, SECTION 174 
RELATING TO COUNTY FAIRS OF IOWA 

August 2013 
 

174.1 Terms defined. 
 
For the purposes of this chapter: 

1. “Association” means the association of Iowa fairs. 
2. “Fair” means an organization which is incorporated under the laws of this state, including as a county or district fair or 

as an agricultural society, for the purpose of conducting a fair event, if all of the following apply: 
a. The organization owns or leases at least ten acres of fairgrounds.  An organization may meet the 

requirement of owning or leasing land, buildings, and improvements through ownership by a joint entity under 
chapter 28E. 

b. The organization owns buildings and other improvements situated on the fairgrounds which have been 
specially constructed for purposes of conducting a fair event. 

c. The market value of the fairgrounds and buildings and other improvements located on the fairgrounds is at 
least twenty-five thousand dollars. 

3. “Fair event” means an annual gathering of the public on fairgrounds that incorporates agricultural exhibits, 
demonstrations, shows, or competitions that include programs or projects sponsored by 4-H clubs, future farmers of 
America, or the Iowa cooperative extension service in agriculture and home economics of Iowa state university.  Other 
activities may include any of the following: 

a. Commercial exhibits sponsored by manufacturers or other businesses. 
b. Educational programs or exhibits sponsored by governmental entities or nonprofit organizations. 
c. Competition in culinary arts, fine arts, or home craft arts. 

4. “Fairgrounds” or “grounds” means the real estate, including land, buildings, and improvements where a fair event is 
conducted. 

5. “Management” shall mean president, vice-president, secretary, or treasurer of a fair. 
6. “State aid” means moneys appropriated by the treasurer of state to the association of Iowa fairs for payments to 

eligible fairs pursuant to this chapter. 

 
 
174.2 Powers of a fair. 
 
A fair may annually conduct a fair event to further interest in agriculture and to encourage the improvement of agricultural 

commodities and products, livestock, articles of domestic industry, implements, and other mechanical devices.  It may offer and 
award such premiums as will induce general competition. 

In addition to the powers granted in this chapter, a fair shall have the powers of a corporation not for pecuniary profit under the 
laws of this state and those powers enumerated in its articles of incorporation, such powers to be exercised before and after the 
holding of a fair event. 

No salary or compensation of any kind shall be paid to the president, vice president, treasurer, or to a director of the fair for 
such duties.  However, the president, vice president, treasurer, or a director of the fair may be reimbursed for actual expenses 
incurred by carrying out duties under this chapter or chapter 173, including, but not limited to attending the convention provided 
under section 173.2.  A person claiming expenses under this paragraph shall be reimbursed to the same extent that a state 
employee is entitled to be reimbursed for expenses. 
 

 
174.3 Control of fair event and fairgrounds. 
 
An ordinance or resolution of a county or city shall not in any way impair the authority of a fair. The fair shall have sole and 

exclusive control over and management of a fair event and fairgrounds. 
 

 
174.4 Permits to sell articles. 
 
The management of a fair may grant a written permit to a person determined proper by the management, to sell fruit, 

provisions, and other articles not prohibited by law, under such regulations as the management may prescribe. 
 

 
174.6 Removal of obstructions. 
 
The management of a fair may order the removal of any obstruction to a fair event or on the fairgrounds, including but not 

limited to shows, swings, booths, tents, or vehicles. 
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174.7 Refusal to remove obstructions. 
 
Any person owning, occupying, or using any such obstruction who shall refuse or fail to remove the same when ordered to do 

so by the management shall be guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 
 

 
 

174.8 Publication of financial statement. 
 
A fair shall annually publish in one newspaper of the county a financial statement of receipts and disbursements for the 

current year. 

 
 
174.8A Liability insurance. 
 
The association of Iowa fairs, or a fair, shall have the power to join a local government risk pool as provided in section 670.7. 

 

 
174.9 State aid. 
 
An eligible fair which is a member of the association of Iowa fairs as provided in the association’s bylaws and which conducts 

a fair event shall be entitled to receive state aid as provided in this chapter.  The moneys paid as state aid must be used 
exclusively for capital expenditures relating to the acquisition of land for fairgrounds and improvements on the fairgrounds such 
as the construction of new facilities and the renovation of existing facilities.  In order to be eligible for state aid, a fair must file 
with the association of Iowa fairs on or before November 15 of each year, a statement which provides information as required by 
the association of Iowa fairs.  The information shall at least include all of the following: 

1. The amount that the fair paid in cash premiums at its fair for the current year.  The statement must correspond with its 
published offer of premiums. 

2. A statement that no part of the amount of state aid was paid for any of the following: 
a. Entertainment venues, including but not limited to speed events. 
b. To secure games or amusements. 
c. Supplies, rentals, equipment, payroll, inventory, fees, or routine operating expenses. 

3. A full and accurate statement of the receipts and expenditures of the fair for the current year.  
4. A statement of statistical data relative to exhibits and attendance for the year. 
5. A copy of the published financial statement published as required by law, together with proof of such publication 

showing an itemized list of premiums awarded. 

 
 

174.10 Appropriation — availability. 
 

1. Any moneys appropriated for state aid shall be paid to the office of treasurer of state for allocation to the association 
of Iowa fairs.  The association shall distribute the moneys to eligible fairs pursuant to this chapter. 

2. The association shall ; 
a. Maintain a list of each fair in a county which is a member of the association and conducts a fair event in that 

county as provided in this chapter.  If a county has more than one fair event, the association shall list the 
name of each fair conducting a fair event in that county for three or more years.  The association shall not 
make a payment to a fair under this chapter unless the fair complies with section 174.9, the name of the 

fair appears on the association’s list, and the fair is a member in good standing according to the bylaws of 
the association. 

b. Shall prepare a report at the end of each fiscal year concerning the state aid that it received, the manner in 
which such aid was allocated to eligible fairs, and the manner in which the aid was expended by the fairs. 
The association shall submit the report to the governor and the general assembly by February 1 of each 
year.  

3. The association shall not use moneys appropriated for state aid, or interest earned on such moneys, for 
administrative or other expenses.  

4. The association’s board of directors shall determine the amount of state aid allocated to each eligible fair. 
5. If no fair in a county is eligible to receive state aid, that county’s share shall be divided equally among the eligible 

fairs. 

 
  

http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20670.7%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174.9%5d


 31 

Chapter 174 Iowa Code continued…. 
 
 

174.12 Payment of state aid — participation by delegates. 
 

1. The association of Iowa fairs shall pay a fair the amount due in state aid, less one thousand dollars, as provided in this 
chapter.  The association must certify to the treasurer that the fair is eligible under this chapter to receive the amount to 
be paid to the fair by the association.  The association shall pay the fair the remaining one thousand dollars, if all of the 
following apply: 

a. The secretary of the state fair board certifies to the association that the fair had an accredited delegate in 
attendance at the annual convention for the election of members of the Iowa state fair board as provided in 
section 173.2. 

b. A district director of the association representing the district in which the county is located, and the director of 
the Iowa state fair board representing the state fair board district in which the county is located, certify to the 
association that the fair had an accredited delegate in attendance at least one of the district meetings and at 
the association’s annual meeting. 

2. Any moneys appropriated in state aid remaining due to the failure of a fair to comply with this section shall be 
distributed equally among the eligible fairs which have qualified for state aid under this section. The treasurer of state 
shall allocate to the association the total amount to be paid by the association to eligible fairs under this chapter. 

 

 
174.13 County aid. 
 
The board of supervisors of the county in which a fair is located may appropriate moneys to be used for purchasing 

fairgrounds, constructing or restoring facilities on the fairgrounds, aiding 4-H club work, and paying agricultural and livestock 
premiums in connection with the fair event. 
 

 
174.14 Fairground aid. 
 
1. The board of supervisors of a county which has acquired real estate for fairgrounds and which has a fair using the 

fairgrounds may appropriate moneys to be used for any of the following: 
a. The erection and repair of buildings or other permanent improvements on the fairgrounds. 
b. The payment of debts contracted in the erection or repair and payment of agricultural and livestock premiums. 

2. In addition, the net proceeds from the sale of real estate or structures or improvements on the fairgrounds shall be used 
for the purchase of real estate or the erection of permanent buildings and installation of improvements on new 
fairgrounds, or the cost of moving structures from the old fairgrounds to the new fairgrounds. 

 

 
174.15 Purchase or gift of real property — management. 

 
1. Title to land purchased or received for purposes of conducting a fair event shall be taken in the name of the county or a 

fair.  However, the board of supervisors shall place the land under the control and management of a fair. The fair may act 
as agent for the county in the erection of buildings and maintenance of the fairgrounds, including the buildings and 
improvements constructed on the grounds.  Title to new buildings or improvements shall be taken in the name of the 
county or a fair.  However, the county is not liable for the improvements or expenditures for them. 

2. Notwithstanding section 364.7, subsection 3, a city may dispose of real property by gift to a fair. 

 

 
174.16 Termination of rights of fair. 
 
The right of a fair to the control and management of its fairgrounds may be terminated by the board of supervisors whenever 

well-conducted fair events are not annually held on the fairgrounds. 

 

 
174.17 Issuance of revenue bonds — standby tax levy. 

 
1. The governing body of a fair may issue bonds payable from revenue generated by the operations of the fair event and 

the use or rental of the real and personal property owned or leased by the fair.  The governing body of a fair shall 
comply with all of the following procedures in issuing such bonds: 

http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20173.2%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174.12%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174.12%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20174%5d
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_vps=1$jumplink_mh=1$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20364.7.3%5d


 32 

Chapter 174 Iowa Code continued…. 
 

a. A fair may institute proceedings for the issuance of bonds by causing a notice of the proposal to issue the bonds to be 
published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation within the county at least ten days prior to the meeting at 
which the fair proposes to take action for the issuance of the bonds.  The notice shall include a statement of the amount and 
purpose of the bonds, the maximum rate of interest the bonds are to bear, and the right to petition for an election.  

b. If at any time before the date fixed for taking action for the issuance of the bonds, a petition signed by three percent of the 
registered voters of the county is filed with the board of supervisors, asking that the question of issuing the bonds be 
submitted to the registered voters, the board of supervisors shall either by resolution declare the proposal to issue the 
bonds to have been abandoned or shall direct the county commissioner of elections to call a special election upon the 
question of issuing the bonds.  The proposition of issuing bonds under this subsection is not approved unless the vote in 
favor of the proposition is equal to at least sixty percent of the vote cast.  If a petition is not filed, or if a petition is filed and 
the proposition of issuing the bonds is approved at an election, the board of supervisors acting on behalf of the fair may 
proceed with the authorization and issuance of the bonds.  Bonds may be issued for the purpose of refunding outstanding 
and previously issued bonds under this subsection without otherwise complying with the provisions of this subsection. 

c. All bonds issued under this subsection shall be payable solely from and shall be secured by an irrevocable pledge of a 
sufficient portion of the net rents, profits, and income derived from the operation of the fair event and the use or rental of the 
real and personal property owned or leased by the fair.  Bonds issued pursuant to this section shall not constitute an 
indebtedness within the meaning of any constitutional or statutory debt limitation or restriction, and shall not be subject to 
the provisions of any other law or charter relating to the authorization, issuance, or sale of bonds.  Bonds issued under this 
subsection shall not limit or restrict the authority of the fair as otherwise provided by law.  

 
2. To further secure the payment of the bonds, the board of supervisors may, by resolution, provide for the assessment of an annual levy 

of a standby tax upon all taxable property within the county.  A copy of the resolution shall be sent to the county auditor.  The 
revenues from the standby tax shall be deposited in a special fund and shall be expended only for the payment of principal of and 
interest on the bonds issued as provided in this section, when the receipt of revenues pursuant to subsection 1 is insufficient to pay 
the principal and interest.  If payments are necessary and made from the special fund, the amount of the payments shall be promptly 
repaid into the special fund from the first available revenues received which are not required for the payment of principal of or interest 
on bonds due.  Reserves shall not be built up in the special fund in anticipation of a projected default. The board of supervisors shall 
adjust the annual standby tax levy for each year to reflect the amount of revenues in the special fund and the amount of principal and 
interest which is due in that year.  

3. In order for the governing body of a fair to issue bonds under this section, the governing body must conduct a fair event that has a 
verifiable annual attendance of at least one hundred fifty thousand persons and annual outside gate admission revenues of at least 
four hundred thousand dollars. 

 

174.19 Report of county aid. 
 
A fair shall not receive an appropriation from a county under this chapter until the fair submits a financial statement to the 

county board of supervisors.  The statement shall show all expenditures of moneys appropriated to the fair from the county in 
the previous year.  The financial statement submitted to the board of supervisors shall include vouchers related to the 
expenditures. 

 

174.20 Fraudulent entries of horses. 
 
A person shall not knowingly enter or cause to be entered any horse of any age or sex under an assumed name, or out of its 

proper class, to compete for any purse, prize, premium, stake, or sweepstake offered or given by any person in the state, or 
drive any such horse under an assumed name, or out of its proper class, where such prize, purse, premium, stake, or 
sweepstake is to be decided by a contest of speed. 

 

174.21 Violations — penalty. 
 
Any person convicted of a violation of section 174.20 shall be guilty of a fraudulent practice. 

 

174.22 Entry under changed name. 
 
The name of any horse for the purpose of entry for competition in any contest of speed shall not be changed after having once 

contested for a prize, purse, premium, stake, or sweepstake, except as provided by the code of printed rules of the fair or 
association under which the contest is advertised to be conducted, unless the former name is given. 

 

174.23 Class determined. 
 
The class to which a horse belongs for the purpose of an entry in any contest of speed, as provided by the printed rules of the 

fair or association under which such contest is to be made, shall be determined by the public record of said horse in any such 
former contest. 
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