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Four Honored with Heritage Awards 

SPRINGFIELD, MO — December 5, 2016 — At the International Association of Fairs and 
Expositions (IAFE) 126th Annual Convention, Heritage Awards sponsored by Haas & Wilkerson 
Insurance were presented to four exceptional individuals in the field of fair management. The 
convention is took place Nov. 27-30, at the Paris Hotel in Las Vegas, Nev. 

Carol Porter of Haas & Wilkerson Insurance announced and presented the awards to the 
recipients, who were nominated by their fairs’ staffs. The awards recognize the achievements of 
outstanding volunteer fair managers. Each winner received a plaque and $1,000, and each fair 
nominating the winners received $500. The nominees were required to have at least 10 years of fair 
management experience and could receive no more than $2,500 remuneration annually for serving in 
the position. The nominees’ fairs were also required to be current members of IAFE. 

The 2016 IAFE Heritage Award winners are Cliff Barton of the Greater Baton Rouge State Fair 
in Baton Rouge, La.; Paul Merkins of the McLeod County Fair in Hutchinson, Minn.; Michael 
Rouillard of the Hennepin County Fair in Corcoran, Minn.; and Kermit Smith of the Eustis Fair 
and Corn Show in Eustis, Neb. 

Barton has been involved the Greater Baton Rouge State Fair in Baton Rouge, La., for the past 
44 years. He began in 1972 as a volunteer with the Baton Rouge Jaycees taking tickets at the front 
gate. He later served in a variety of roles with increasing responsibility, including ticket sales, 
physical plant operations, manpower director, and more. When the Baton Rouge State Fair 
Foundation was formed in 1985, he became stage manager and assistant director of entertainment 
and served in that position until 1999. He later served as treasurer for 10 years and has served as 
chair of the fair for the past six years. 

Barton is an active member of the fair industry. A familiar face at industry events, he has 
attended each IAFE Annual Convention and Louisiana Association of Fairs and Festivals convention 
since 2000. He has served as a tabletop moderator, a panelist, and a workshop presenter. He 
currently serves as IAFE Zone 6 Director. 

In addition to working with the fair, Barton has served other organizations in Baton Rouge. He 
has served as co-chair for Fest For All since 2000, co-chaired the Bon Fete Celebration, and served 
as a director for the Baton Rouge Jaycees. 

Since 1975, Merkins has been an active member of the McLeod County Fair Board of Directors 
in Hutchinson, Minn. During that time, in addition to serving as assistant superintendent, and later 
as superintendent, of poultry, he was vice president in 1982-1983 and president in 1984-85. He was 
a member of the executive board from 1988-1994 and 1996-2003. Since 1983, Merkins has 
represented the McLeod County Fair at the Minnesota Federation of County Fairs (MFCF) 
convention.  
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In addition to working on numerous committees for the MFCF, Merkins served as a director for 
the federation from 1995 to 2003. He was the organization’s vice president in 2003-2004 and 
president in 2005-2006. He received the MFCF Distinguished Service Award and Life Membership 
in 2007. He was named MFCF District 2 Person of the Year in 2015. He was elected to the 
Minnesota State Fair Board of Managers in 2009, re-elected in 2012 to a full first term, and again 
re-elected in 2014. He has attended each IAFE Annual Convention since 2009. 

Merkins is actively involved in the Minnesota State Poultry Association and has acted as 
president of the organization since 1995. He has been a member of the Lynn Township Board since 
1996 and has served as chair of the board since 2013. 

Rouillard began his service to the Hennepin County Fair in Corcoran, Minn., when he became a 
4-H leader when his daughters were in 4-H. He began as a member of the fair board in 1983. He 
served as vice president from 1985-1987 and then as president from 1988-1990 and from 1996 to 
today.  

Active in the fair industry, Rouillard has attended each Minnesota Federation of County Fairs 
convention since 1983. During that time, he has served as a workshop presenter on Emergency 
Preparedness in 2002, a table topic leader in 2003, and as a panelist on Emergency Management in 
2004. He has attended 14 IAFE Annual Conventions since 2002 and 20 IAFE Zone 4 meetings 
since 1995.  

In addition to serving as a police officer in Medina, Minn., for 30 years, Rouillard served as a 
member of the Hamel Volunteer Fire Department for more than 25 years, including nine years as 
training officer and three years as chief. Masonic service has also been a part of Rouillard’s 
community involvement, including serving as secretary of the Sherburne Masonic Lodge from 2004 
to 2011.  

Of the 41 years, Smith has been a member of the board of the Eustis Fair and Corn Show in 
Eustis, Neb., he has served 36 of them as chair. During those years, he has been in charge of grounds 
upkeep, landscaping, building maintenance, and renovations. He preps the fair with organizing 
committees and stays in contact with the county extension office to promote the local 4-H. 

Smith has attended each Nebraska Association of Fair Managers (NAFM) meeting since 1976 
and moderated table topics from 1999-2002. He served as a NAFM district director from 1999-
2002 and 2011-2014. His dedication earned him the honor of the NAFM Fair Person of the Year 
Award in 2015 and served as grand marshal of the Nebraska State Fair parade the same year. 

Smith is also active in his community. He is a longtime 4-H leader and served as president of the 
4-H Council in Frontier County for two years. He served as treasurer of the Eustis Area Community 
Foundation for two years and as commander for VFW Post 8146 for five years and commander of 
American Legion Post 257 for one year. Smith has served on the Eustis Public School Board and the 
Eustis Chamber of Commerce. 

### 
 
The International Association of Fairs and Expositions (IAFE), based in Springfield, Mo., is a voluntary, nonprofit corporation, 
serving state, provincial, regional, and county agricultural fairs, shows, exhibitions, and expositions. Its associate members include 
state and provincial associations of fairs, non-agricultural expositions and festivals, associations, corporations, and individuals 
engaged in providing products and services to its members, all of whom are interested in the improvement of fairs, shows, expositions, 
and allied fields.  


