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Introduction 

 

SETTING THE STAGE 

The Curtain Rises 
 

The only myth that is going to be worth talking about in the immediate 
future is one that . . . will be exactly what all myths have dealt with—the 
maturation of the individual, from dependency through adulthood, through 
maturity, and then to the exit; and then how to relate this society to the 
world of nature and the cosmos. . . And until that gets going, you don’t 
have anything. i  

— Joseph Campbell 
 

 

 

The human drama is nearing its denouement. The great unveiling is approaching, a time 

when the power structures of the world begin to crumble and people of the heart sing out 

a new truth. Many voices are joining the chorus, many feet are walking the path, many 

minds are dreaming possibilities. For beneath the crises that are looming at every level of 

civilization, the global heart is awakening, beating out the rhythm of a new and glorious 

dance. 

As we meet for coffee, for dinner, for business meetings, or for romantic dates, 

the conversation buzzes like an audience murmuring between acts. What’s going on? 

What will happen next? What’s wrong? Who’s right? What should we do? What can we 
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do? And most frightening of all are those of us who wonder if we’ll even survive into the 

next age. For the emerging generation is watching in despair as those in charge recklessly 

spend their inheritance with little regard for the future. Yet the question of “What’s going 

to happen?” could more appropriately be shifted to: “What can we create together?” For 

we are becoming cocreators of our future destiny. 

In the theatre of our world, we are simultaneously audience and cast, playing to an 

instantaneous feedback system that continually shows us our reflection. Here we see how 

the combined actions of seven billion humans are slowly weaving the global tapestry into 

a new picture. The threads of this tapestry were spun from archaic forces long ago, and 

then woven over time by the myths, legends, and heroic deeds of our ancestors. To weave 

a new picture, we must engage with these archetypal forces and take them into our own 

hands—with maturity, with consciousness, and most of all, with heart.  

As the curtain rises on the next act of our drama, we find that center stage is now 

everywhere, broadcast from televisions, radios, newspapers, magazines, and the internet 

into living rooms, cars, airports, and our cell phones. As news of both discoveries and 

tragedies ripple through the global brain, the gaze of collective attention is focused like 

never before. Some viewers are just waking up, rubbing their eyes in confusion. Others 

have been watching for quite some time, with growing concern. Still others prefer to 

remain asleep, doing their best to ignore the signs that point to an impending and massive 

shift at every level of civilization. Change is in the air and we all have ringside seats. Yet 

we are far from mere spectators. 

 You who are dreamers and poets, executives and laborers, healers and teachers, 
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entrepreneurs and factory workers, artists and visionaries, parents and lovers—each of 

you plays a part in bringing forth the new dawn. You are the ones who will be leading 

humanity’s rite of passage into the next age. For the global heart’s awakening occurs as 

each of us opens to the power of love and joins together in the creation of our future. 

Physically, the heart is an organ that keeps us alive through a network of cells beating 

together. Spiritually, the heart is the center of love, the primordial force that unites us, 

and makes our lives worth living. Globally, the heart symbolizes a new organizing 

principle for humanity—as I endeavor to show in this book.  

Immersed in technology, yet hungry for the sacred, we have a deep longing for a 

story that fosters progress but honors sustainability, creates order but allows freedom, 

utlilizes power yet increases cooperation, and brings a long-needed balance to the 

archetypal masculine and feminine. The stories we tell ourselves shape our world. They 

guide our relationships to each other, to the environment, and to the future. The 21st 

century is calling for a new myth to guide us to the next age of humanity. 

Our collective initiation from the love of power to the power of love is the drama 

of our time. Ours is an era that future historians will call a time of Great Awakening, a 

time when humanity’s monumental challenges stimulated the birth of a new era, a time 

when the best and the worst of humanity played their parts in the fate of human 

evolution. But if future generations are alive to tell this story, it will be because the best 

of humanity prevailed and pulled together with a love so profound that the seemingly 

impossible was achieved.  

You are part of this story, as your note joins with countless other voices singing a 
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new song. You begin wherever you are, as you face that difficult rite of passage between 

what has been and what is becoming. On the personal level this liminal zone occurs 

between your old ways of being and the new ways that call to your heart. On the 

collective level, it is the shift between past and future organizing principles.  

This drama is a love story on the grandest scale–not an adolescent tale of romantic 

projection and happily ever after fantasy—but a tale of how to live from our hearts, co-

creating a world run by what we love more than what we fear, connection more than 

separation, collaboration more than competition, embracing mystery as much as 

certainty. It is a story that looks at love, not as a mere sentiment, but as a profound social 

organizing principle, indeed the self-organizing principle that mirrors the myriad 

relationships within nature’s web of life. When this principle of love is truly understood 

and applied, miracles are possible.  

Creation and destruction have always happened simultaneously, long-time 

partners in the evolutionary dance. Like characters in a mystery novel, whose separate 

stories come together as the plot is revealed, both crises and opportunities are converging 

upon each other in this grand denouement. Which will prevail remains a mystery, but if 

the outcome were certain, it wouldn’t captivate enough of our attention. Even more, a 

certain outcome would allow us to remain passively asleep, rather than rolling up our 

sleeves and becoming an active part of the process. 

On the side of destruction, the convergence of crises is becoming ever more 

apparent. As rising temperatures cause food and water shortages; as economic disparities, 

racism, and sexism fuel social unrest; as failed states amass guns or worse, nuclear 
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weapons; as rising sea levels engulf coastlines and displace hundreds of millions; as 

population expands into a world where the air becomes foul and land turns to desert—as 

all these crises and many more confront us, we face the biggest challenge humanity has 

confronted since our ancestors stood on their hind legs millions of years ago.  

As this perfect storm of crises gathers on the horizon, human creativity is 

simultaneously racing to the scene. Technologies connect vast numbers of people with 

instantaneous communication, like dendrites in a virtual group mind, offering ever-

increasing opportunities for mass collaboration and higher collective intelligence. 

Socially responsible investing is shifting money towards innovation and sustainability, 

funding improvements in green technologies. The best of the world’s spiritual traditions 

are widely available, allowing the pursuit of higher consciousness to become mainstream. 

Science is piercing the very nature of matter while producing abundant data about human 

effects on nature. Our methods of healing are becoming more holistic, with faster means 

of diagnosis and treatment. Our systems of travel, food production, and education, are all 

shifting towards the capacity to do more with less effort. Technology is innovating so 

rapidly, that any statement I make about it could be out of date within months.  Social 

innovation is sprouting everywhere: through neighborhood coalitions that are seeking to 

become locally sustainable; alternative communities learning to share resources, non-

governmental organizations to address issues of social justice, environmental 

sustainability, democracy, peace, and the study of consciousness, conferences, think 

tanks, research groups, social media, on-line courses, and collectively created 

encyclopedias of knowledge. 
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Individuals have more persoal power than at any time in history. In most 

countries, we can go where we want, say what we want, create our own books, websites, 

You Tube videos, podcasts, and tools of all sorts for enhancing every aspect of life. 

Developed countries across the globe have stores full with most any item we could want, 

and we can even order it from the Internet with the click of a mouse and have it delivered 

a few days later.  

But the question remains: What is all this for? What is its purpose? Why has this 

freedom been important, and what is our collective purpose at this amazing confluence of 

events? 

In order to develop the wisdom necessary to deal with these immense issues, and 

find a new guiding myth that will guide us to a thriving future, I believe we must inquire 

into the essential questions asked by myths and legends of all ages: Who are we? Where 

do we come from? Where are we going? The answers to these questions will give 

meaning to the drama, reveal our purpose, and define the parts that each of us play. It is 

to these questions, embedded in the human mystery play, that this book is addressed. 

Three major sections will explore these questions in depth. Here I offer guidance for the 

journey ahead, not only as individuals, but as creators of the emerging story of what we 

are becoming together.  

Part One, The Drama of Our Time, examines each of these three questions in 

brief. It begins with looking at who we are as a species in the context of our time. I then 

show that our current crises are not only initiatory ordeals but are what Barbara Marx 

Hubbard has called “evolutionary drivers,” which are demanding a shift to a new social 
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organizing principle. I suggest that we will emerge into of the next age of humanity in 

part because we have successfully endured the “Underworld” journey of these initiatory 

ordeals. I will describe the stages of initiation as a metaphor for how we transform 

ourselves and our culture. These stages, though difficult, have an evolutionary purpose. 

The second section, Our Long Journey Home, deals with the question, “Where 

do we come from?” or less eloquently, “How did we get into this mess?”  Here we will 

look at the long sweep of human history, examining how the beliefs and values of the 

past have contributed—both for better and for worse—to our current planetary situation. 

In this historical journey through cultural evolution, we will look at the dynamics of 

masculine and feminine influences in each era of history, as well as correlating each era 

to developmental stages of childhood. I will also map these stages onto the yogic system 

of the seven chakras, a field I have studied and written about extensively. 

Rather than a history of dates and battles, this section tells the human story of our 

long journey to where we are now, from the Paleolithic Stone Age to the present. In 

particular, it looks at the often untold feminine side of the story, featuring the Great 

Mother, and her subordinated daughter, who is now maturing into adulthood and re-

emerging into equality and fullness.  

Through understanding our past, we can better see how we evolved into our 

current love of power through our middle childhood, and have been moving steadily 

toward the organizing principle of love as we move through our cultural adolescence. 

This history is by no means exhaustive, comprising less than half the book, and is largely 

focused on Western civilization, yet it digs into the ancestral memories that predate all 
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civilization. These pages also look at the mythologies, key initiations, and developmental 

tasks of our evolving global culture. I suggest that while the first seeds of the heart chakra 

go back thousands of years, we have suffered, at least partially from arrested 

development at this stage, while in other respects we have bypassed the heart. I believe 

that we are only now ready to actualize this principle on a more global scale. The history 

in Part Two sets the pattern for understanding what is coming next. 

The third section, Where Are We Going? looks at the dynamics of Sacred 

Partnership and also delves into the Divine Child archetype as richly described in Jungian 

literature and elsewhere. Building on these constructs, I look at the elements of an 

emerging myth that could lead us to cocreating a thriving future of heaven on earth. 

Chapter 15 and 16 examine the theoretical guidelines of the next organizing principle, 

based on the power of love: the integration of archetypal polarities and the principles of 

self-organizing systems.  The final chapters in this section examine first the personal 

practices that help us open our hearts, then describe the global trends that indicate how to 

enhance the social movement, already underway, towards an era guided by the power of 

love. f 

My hope is that my telling of our collective story—as we travel both the light and 

dark terrains of our past—will give the reader hope during a time of crisis and change—

hope for a thriving future, for a world sustained by love, and for the eventual unification 

of heaven and earth. 
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1 

WHO ARE WE? 

Adolescent Initiates 

As a species, we are no longer the subject of the 
 evolutionary process. We have become the authors of it.    

    
—Lynne Twist 

 

As the curtain rises on the unfolding evolutionary story, we see that we are the most 

recent guests to arrive at the party. In fact, our arrival dominates the scene, as our species 

spreads wide across the earth in an indescribable array of diversity and adaptability. 

Though we stand on the genetic building blocks of all that has come before, our capacity 

is unsurpassed. With calculating brains and opposable thumbs, self-healing bodies, and 

relatively long life spans, it appears there is little we can’t do—and herein lies the 

simultaneous promise and peril of our species. It isn’t just about what we can do, 

however, for we are also capable of immense capacities for consciousness, for discovery, 

learning, innovation, and creation.  

We may not be the pinnacle of evolution, but we are the first to become aware of 

it. It took 3.8 billion years since the first living cells appeared for evolution to produce 

creatures with enough consciousness that they could become conscious of the 

evolutionary process itself. And now we are the first to realize that we can consciously 
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evolve. This gives us a significant distinction in the evolutionary matrix. 

We are also the first species capable of harming the planet’s ecosystem, perhaps 

irrevocably. While many species have damaged their own local habitat, no complex 

creature has had the ability to cause damage planet wide. However, we are also the first 

species capable of realizing the terrible consequences of what we are doing. That means 

we’re the first species capable of doing something about it, though our capability does 

not determine the outcome. 

Just in case you think global warming and our excess of carbon dioxide is 

impossible to change, consider the great oxygen crisis that threatened the future of life 

2.4 billion years ago. It all started with the appearance of photosynthetic bacteria around 

3.5 billion years ago–an evolutionary necessity since photosynthesis produces oxygen as 

a waste product. Prior to these cyanobacteria, complex life would have been impossible, 

since there wasn’t much free oxygen in the atmosphere. But after a billion years or so, 

oxygen accumulation became toxic. The result was the most significant extinction event 

in earth’s history, annihilating bacteria everywhere. Greenhouse gases were lost which 

caused a global cooling that triggered one of the largest ice ages in geohistory. 

Sometimes called Snowball Earth, most of the planet was covered in ice and slush. 

 How did it get solved? Michael Dowd, author of Thank God for Evolution, 

explains this process of catastrophe to creativity: 

Because it was precisely this bad news that forced different kinds of bacteria to 
cooperate in ways they had never done before, which eventuated in cells with a 
nucleus that could breathe oxygen, then communities of multicellular organisms. 
So! No oxygen pollution crisis equls no cooperation, no community—nothing 
more exciting than anaerobic bacteria.ii 
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If a planetary crisis like that can turn around with only the simplest of organisms, 

then what is possible with advanced intelligence, scientific instruments, communication 

devices, and the internet? One thing I love about who we are as humans is that we’re the 

only species that can discover things like this. 

Homo sapiens sapiens—the scientific term for our current iteration—implies we 

are an organism that not only has consciousness (sapiens: to know), but knows that it 

knows—is self-aware and self-reflective. And we can know that our consciousness is just 

beginning to learn to how to cooperate—to put itself together like the single-celled 

organisms of our archaic past. The path of evolution moves toward increasing the scale of 

cooperation, making ever larger wholes from increasingly complex groups of parts. From 

the 2.6 billion years it took single-celled organisms to become multi-celled creatures; 

from small nomadic tribes to the settled villages that grew into walled cities; from 

powerful city-states to individual nations to our emerging global civilization, evolution 

coordinates the emergence of ever larger collectives.  

As humans, we are the ones capable of recognizing who we are, what we can do 

(and not do), and even more: what we are a part of. For we are the only species to realize 

that those sparkling diamonds of light that grace the night sky are actually billions of 

galaxies of distant stars, infinitely expanding. That makes us the first to see our planet as 

a jewel in a vast universe, one which we have barely begun to explore or even under-

stand. How could we possibly end it all before we embrace that quintessential mystery? 
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Cultural Adolescence 

Stop, be still and listen, because you’re drunk, and we’re at the edge of the roof. 
     —Rumi 
 
 

Amazing as we are as a species, we are only in our adolescence. Birthed from the primal 

womb of nature after billions of years in gestation, we have risen out of Stone Age 

infancy, crawled across the land in our teeming toddlerhood, and labored through 

thousands of years of sibling rivalry, to arrive at the present time—in the tumultuous 

throes of our adolescent initiation. Our next task is to become adults–parents of the 

future–cocreating a world that can sustain the evoutionary experiment. 

Many agree with my belief that we in our adolescence. Author and researcher 

Duane Elgin, after questioning people across cultures—from India to Japan, England to 

Brazil—reported that over two-thirds of those he surveyed agree that humanity is in its 

adolescence.iii  It’s easy to see why. We need only turn on the television to see adolescent 

behavior raging through all ages, races, creeds, and genders. Creative but disrespectful, 

powerful but reckless, narcissisticly obsessed with our looks, and bursting with repressed 

libido, we are sorely lacking in social and environmental conscience. We are fascinated 

by flashy gadgets and fast movement. We are driven by the whimsy of our desires, 

expectant of quick fixes for our problems. Like teenagers thoughtlessly cleaning out the 

refrigerator while entertaining their friends, human populations are insatiably consuming 

the once vast oceans and forests in the attempt to satisfy their voracious appetites. 

And why not? Hasn’t Mother Nature always kept her cupboards well stocked in 
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the past, free to her children, just for the asking? Hasn’t our sole responsibility been to 

consume the resources provided for us, and use them to feed a growing humanity? Did 

we ever think it was possible that Mother Nature’s cupboards could run out? As children, 

we are provided for, and at adolescence we often abuse that privilege. As adults, we 

become self-supporting, and eventually able to support and care for others. Adults 

typically know how to keep their homes clean, and we can extrapolate this toward a 

planetary adulthood that maintains a clean and healthy environment. However, it is clear 

we have not yet matured into this stage.  

Adolescence is a time when physical growth comes to a halt. It’s the time when 

we take that prodigious life force and learn to grow in a new dimension. At best, this 

dimension is spiritual, growing towards deeper understanding of ourselves and our world. 

But if this passage is blocked, adolescents act out recklessly, often harming themselves 

and their environment before they understand what they are losing. 

To become adults, adolescents who have previously been nurtured, cared for, and 

educated by elders must learn to provide for themselves, and others in turn. They must 

learn about the meaning of life, the structure and order of the world, and their purpose 

within it. Yet they are also compelled—by the unique life force within them—to question 

and change that structure as they grow into it. It is a tumultuous time, as any parent 

knows, and there are days when we may look at our teenagers with exasperation and 

wonder if they will ever grow up, much as I feel when I listen to the evening news today. 

Yet we have no choice but to move forward as best we can, and hold a container for their 

process. 
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Just as adolescence marks the end of physical growth, our human population has 

grown to its adult size and can no longer continue to expand in a physical dimension. We 

have reached (if not surpassed) the carrying capacity of our biosphere. World population 

has doubled in the last half-century, climbing from 2.5 billion in 1950 to over seven 

billion at the time of this writing.iv Just for perspective, this means there has been more 

population growth in the last half-century than than in the previous two to three million 

years since the earliest humans appeared!v If not checked, this number could double again 

in the next fifty years, with disastrous consequences. From the depletion of top soil and 

underground aquifers, to the diminishing oil reserves that bring our groceries to the table; 

from the disappearing forests and the creatures who live there, to the greenhouse gases 

that are raising global temperatures; from urban smog, to waste disposal; from the 

billions who live in poverty to the epidemic diseases that threaten entire populations—

every facet of human and non-human society is impacted by our unchecked population 

growth. What Malthus predicted back in 1798 is now a reality: 

“. . . the power of population is indefinitely greater than the power in the 
earth to produce subsistence for man. Population, when unchecked, 
increases in a geometrical ratio. Subsistence increases only in an 
arithmetical ratio. A slight acquaintance with numbers will show the 
immensity of the first power in comparison of the second.” vi 

It is not only population growth that must be curbed, but the way we view 

progress and our narrow definition of success. Ever since the Industrial Revolution, 

progress has been measured by incessant growth. Growth is measured in terms of more 

products, bigger markets, larger infrastructure, and ultimately greater profits. The success 
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of a company is almost always defined by its expansion, rather than by its social 

contribution—whether that means building more housing developments, expanding roads 

and highways, infiltrating indigenous cultures with Western products and lifestyles, or 

simply crafting a way to make more with less. But if we are to survive, our “industrial 

growth society” must place its value on something other than growth before we exhaust 

our life support systems. That the word “downsizing” has entered our vernacular shows 

that much of this expansion is already reaching its limit and turning around. Learning to 

live sustainably is part of the maturation of our species.  

Like adolescents who have grown incessantly since their birth, unchecked growth 

has been the driving force of humanity’s history since its earliest beginnings. Prehistoric 

nomads focused on images pertaining to birth. The Bible tells us to go forth and multiply. 

Conservatives today try to thwart abortion and even birth control. In earlier eras, when 

population was smaller, and survival meant propagating the species, this might have been 

appropriate. With the vast expanse of earth still unexplored, we didn’t think we’d ever 

run out of resources. Yet the ceaseless growth of our long childhood created its own 

momentum, now hard to stop, and now we’re in the growth spurt typical of late 

adolescence. Like the infamous ship Titanic, it’s not easy to turn such a colossal system 

around—even when we see the iceberg up ahead. Yet, in order to survive, we must 

harness that creative urge to multiply and point the evolutionary arrow in a new direction.  

Let’s face it: Mother Nature is stressed out. We’re no longer innocent children 

living in the ever-abundant Garden of Eden, where divine parents supply every need and 

whim without replenishment. No longer can we be the semi-conscious parents of 
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unlimited offspring, overpopulating the planet while remaining ourselves as indulged 

children in an illusory garden of delights. It’s time we outgrew our adolescent war games 

of sibling rivalry, where we leave Mother Nature to clean up the ravages of our 

destruction. No longer can we define ourselves as isolated individuals, seeing ourselves 

as uniquely entitled to take whatever we want from wherever we find it.  

We are now facing a collective adolescent identity crisis. Our challenge is to 

foster a new identity, as evolutionary agents of a larger matrix, and as parents of a new 

millennium. But we are not yet adults. As Jean Houston has said, we are “people of the 

parentheses,”vii living in a nebulous space between the old era and the new, neither child 

nor grown-up, undergoing the tremendous changes of adolescent transformation. In one 

way or another this transformation will eventually come to us all. We may resist the call 

and remain stubbornly attached to the old ways, or we can surrender to the 

transformation, and advance to the other side. We cannot remain the same and still 

survive. If we do survive, we will emerge transformed.  

In this initiation, there are no authority figures who will solve the big problems 

for us. For the task of initiation is to awaken our own inner authority. Where most 

previous religions have posited either a Mother Goddess or Father God as an external 

source, the current trend in spirituality is to awaken the divinity within as an internal 

resource, through practices that open a direct connection to higher and deeper states of 

consciousness. Not only are we “on our own” in terms of parental guidance, we are 

simultaneously the first generations saddled with the responsibility of saving the entire 

world. Our ancestors’ challenge was to save their tribe, expand their empire, or defend 
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their country. Now the protection of the planet and its entire population is at stake. That 

alone demands an unprecedented level of species maturity. 
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Figure 1.   Stages of Maturity 
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