
Immigrants in
Entertainment Media 2016

It is likely that the lack of representation affecting each of the groups in the charts below directly correlates to the 
underrepresentation that exists in both film and television: 

Source for both charts: USC Annenberg School for Communications and Journalism, 2016 Because entertainment media has the power to effect political 
and social change, it’s crucial that immigrants are represented.

In 2015, over 73% of characters in the
800 top-grossing films were white
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Out of the 800 top grossing films 
in 2015, many had 0 characters 
from underrepresented groups in 
speaking roles.
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AMERICAN SPEAKING 
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Historically, many television shows have relied heavily on stereotypes in their 
portrayal of immigrants.

Sources: National Hispanic Media Coalition, 2012; Order Sons of Italy in America, n.d.; Alsultany, 2012; 
Ramasubramanian, 2011

GROUP

LATINOS

ITALIANS

MUSLIMS
(Middle Eastern descent)

ASIANS

Gardeners, Maids

Mobsters, Criminals

Terrorists

Nerds, Model Minority

Devious Maids, Desperate Housewives

The Sopranos, Mob Wives

Homeland, 24

Entourage, Lost

STEREOTYPES EXAMPLES

STEREOTYPES BY IMMIGRANT GROUP 

Many of the stereotypes seen on 
television have no factual basis.  
For example, immigrants are 
actually less likely to commit 
crimes, and be incarcerated, than 
the native-born population.
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Sources: CATO Institute/U.S. Census and the 
American Community Survey (ACS)

People exposed to negative entertainment or news narratives about 
Latinos and/or immigrants hold the most unfavorable and hostile 
views about both groups.  (National Hispanic Media Coalition, 2012)“

“

There are currently 41.3 million immigrants living in the 
United States

11.1 million of these immigrants are undocumented

Source: Pew Research Center, 2015
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Although immigration has been a 
primary topic of cultural and political 
conversation, none of the new 
network television pilots this fall 
appeared to feature an immigrant 
character or immigration storyline 
that is significantly tied to the plot.

In the Trump era, accurate, inclusive and humanistic portrayals of immigrants and 
immigration in popular culture—especially in film and television—will be crucial in 
countering harmful rhetoric and rampant misinformation.
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