
USER MANUAL

VGS300 & VGS600

VERTICAL GROW SHELF SYSTEM



OVERVIEW

Thank you for purchasing the Hydrofarm Vertical Grow Shelf System. This product is an easy-to-
assemble shelving system ideal for propagation of clones and seedlings in two standard 10” x 20” 
nursery trays lengthwise on each shelf with room to spare. You can also grow low-profile plants such 
as lettuce, spinach, wheat grass, etc. to full term. Optional lighting fixtures are available that allow 
for easy installation of fluorescent or LED fixtures.

For information on additional Hydrofarm products please visit Hydrofarm.com.

TOOLS NEEDED - (FOR ASSEMBLY)

PHILLIPS
Screwdriver
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VGS300 PARTS LIST - (WHAT’S IN THE BOX)

A - Upper Side Walls (2)

B - Cross Bar (1)

C - Shelf (3)

D - Caster (with brake) (2)

E - Caster (without brake) (2) 

F - Shelf Mounting Screw (14)
      Instructions
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VGS300 ASSEMBLY

ASSEMBLY OF 3-SHELF SYSTEM (VGS300)

1.	 Take one of the Upper Side Walls (Part A) and lay it down on the floor (see Fig. 1). Screw two of 
the casters (Part D or E) into the inserts in the bottom of the upper side wall by hand. Do not 
overtighten the casters.

NOTE: Make sure that both casters installed into the first upper side wall are the same type, either 
with or without brake—both Part D or both Part E. 

2.	 Repeat Step 1 with the other upper side wall and the other two casters.
3.	 Use a screwdriver or power drill with screwdriver bit to fasten one of the shelves (Part C) to the 

side walls at the bottom holes (closest to the wheels) using four of the provided Shelf Mounting 
Screws (Part F) (see Fig. 2). The smooth side of the shelf should face upward and the underside 
(with mounting holes) should face downward (toward wheels and floor). This is now the bottom 
shelf.

4.	 Install the Cross Bar (Part B) at the opposite/top end of the side walls using two of the provided 
screws (see Fig. 3). This will give stability to the structure. You can install the cross bar into either 
the front two holes or the back two holes. When the cross bar is installed, it will define the front/
back of the entire rack (when looking at the front, the cross bar should be in the back).

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 3
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1.	 Install your other two shelves using the provided screws (see Fig. 4). When installing the shelves, 
look at the notches on the underside to be certain that the shelves are all oriented the same 
way as the bottom shelf is, as this will ensure that when you install light fixtures they will all be 
consistent in their orientation. Multiple shelf mounting holes let you choose the shelf positions 
that you desire.

2.	 Lift the assembled 3-shelf system from the floor to the upright position (see Fig. 5). It is now 
ready for use.

Fig. 4

Fig. 5
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VGS600 PARTS LIST - (WHAT’S IN THE BOX)

A -  Lower Side Walls (2)

B - Upper Side Walls (2)

C - Cross Bar (2)

D - Shelf (6)

E - Caster (with brake) (2)

F - Caster (without brake) (2) 

G - Shelf Mounting Screw (28)
	 Instructions
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VGS600 ASSEMBLY

ASSEMBLY OF 6-SHELF SYSTEM (VGS600)

1.	 Take one of the Lower Side Walls (Part A) and lay it down on the floor. Screw two of the Casters 
(Part D or E) into the inserts in the bottom of the Lower Side Wall by hand. Do not overtighten 
the casters.

2.	 NOTE: Make sure that both casters are the same type, either with or without brake—both Part D 
or both Part E. 

3.	 Slide one of the Upper Side Walls (Part B) onto the lower side wall to build a whole large side 
wall. (TIP: Tap the upper side walls down with a rubber mallet or padded hammer if necessary 
for fully flush seating).

4.	 Repeat Step 1 with the other Lower Side Wall and the other two Casters.
5.	 Repeat Step 2 with the other Upper Side Wall.
6.	 Use a screwdriver or power drill with screwdriver bit to fasten one of the shelves (Part D) to the 

side walls at the bottom holes (closest to the wheels) using four of the provided Shelf Mounting 
Screws (Part G). The smooth side of the shelf should face upward and the side with three 
mounting bars should face downward (toward wheels and floor). This is now the bottom shelf.

7.	 Install the Cross Bar (Part C) at the opposite/top end of the Upper Side Walls using two of the 
provided screws. This will give stability to the structure. You can install the cross bar into either 
the front two holes or the back two holes. When the cross bar is installed, it will define the front/
back of the entire rack (when looking at the front, the cross bar should be in the back). 

8.	 NOTE: If you choose to position your uppermost shelf at the very top position of the rack, the 
cross bar can instead be installed at a lower point—ideally where the upper and lower side walls 
meet in the middle of the unit.

9.	 Install your other five shelves using the provided screws. When installing the shelves, look at 
the notches on the underside to be certain that the shelves are all oriented the same way as the 
bottom shelf is, as this will ensure that when you install light fixtures they will all be consistent 
in their orientation. Multiple shelf mounting holes let you choose the shelf positions that you 
desire.

10.	 Get the assistance of a second person to lift the assembled 6-shelf system from the floor to the 
upright position, as it is too heavy and wide to be safely lifted by one. It is now ready for use.
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MOUNTING FLP SERIES LIGHT FIXTURES

If you wish to mount light fixtures to the undersides of the shelves, custom mounting hardware is 
available through your Hydrofarm retailer.
Compatible fixture models include certain T5 Agrobrite FLP models of T5 fluorescent and LED 
fixtures, as well as certain Jump Start JSF model T5 fluorescent and LED fixtures. Mounting hardware 
is sold separately as VGS050 (for FLP models) and VGS025 (for JSF models).
The mounting notches on the undersides of the shelves correspond to FLP fixtures (larger notches) 
and JSF fixtures (smaller notches).

FLP Hardware
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MOUNTING JSLED AND JSF SERIES LIGHT FIXTURES

To mount JSF series or JSLED fixtures to the undersides of the shelves, screw the mounting clips 
(also referred to as JSF hardware, Fig. 1) to the shelves using the included screws as shown in Fig. 
2 and Fig. 3, using two clips for each fixture. Press the fixture firmly up into the clip so that it is 
held securely. When installed properly, they should feel tightly mounted and should appear as the 
examples do in Figs. 4 and 5.

Fig. 1

JSF Hardware

Fig. 2

Fig. 4

Fig. 3

Fig. 5
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DIMENSIONS
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DIMENSIONS
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Hydrofarm.com

VGS300 & VGS600 Instructions revised - January 25, 2018 9:49 AM

LIMITED WARRANTY
Hydrofarm warrants the VGS300 & VGS600 to be free from defects in materials and workmanship. The warranty term 
is for 1 year beginning on the date of purchase. Misuse, abuse, or failure to follow instructions is not covered under 
this warranty. Hydrofarm’s warranty liability extends only to the replacement cost of the product. Hydrofarm will not 
be liable for any consequential, indirect, or incidental damages of any kind, including lost revenues, lost profits, or 
other losses in connection with the product. Some states do not allow limitation on how long an implied warranty 
lasts or the exclusion of incidental or consequential damages, so the above limitations or exclusions may not apply 
to you. Hydrofarm will, at our discretion, repair or replace the VGS300 & VGS600 covered under this warranty if it is 
returned to the original place of purchase. To request warranty service, please return the VGS300 & VGS600, with 
original sales receipt and original packaging, to your place of purchase. The purchase date is based on your original 
sales receipt.

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, 
and check out Hydrofarmtv on YouTube and Instagram!

Get Connected with the Hydrofarm Community:

Thank you for choosing the Vertical Grow Shelf by Hydrofarm. For further information 
about Hydrofarm products, videos and technical information, 

please visit Hydrofarm.com

ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES OF THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAN BE FOUND AT Hydrofarm.com

WARRANTY


