
Reminders 

Important Days: 

Phys. Ed.: Day 2 & 4 

French: Every day 

Music: Day 1 

Genius Hour: Day 3 

D.P.A.: Day 1, 3, 5

	 I hope everyone had a great summer vacation! During the first week of  
school I have had the pleasure of  meeting your children and I feel 
confident that we will have a great year.  They are a hardworking group of  
students who are very enthusiastic about school & learning.   
	 In this first newsletter, I would like to outline a few aspects of  my grade 
5 program so that you are aware of  my expectations regarding classwork, 
homework and behaviour. Throughout the year please check our class 
website & my Twitter feed for up-to-date information about what is going 
on in the classroom. 
	 I look forward to meeting as many of  you as 
possible in the coming weeks and enjoying our 
learning journey together. 

Thanks 

Mr. Fox

GRADE 5 

WELCOME BACK
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A big package of  forms has 
come home work your child.  
Please complete these forms as 
soon as possible and have your 
child return them A.S.A.P.  
If  you have any questions about 
them, please let the office know.

FORMS

In the first few days of school the grade 5’s have worked to develop a 
Classroom Agreement that we will follow.  As a class we came up with 
these points: 

1. I believe in myself. 
2. I listen carefully. 
3. I always try my best. 
4. I care about others. 
5. I make good choices. 
6. I am a problem solver. 

We have talked about consequences of breaking these rules and the 
students understand that we all play an important role in making our 
classroom a kind and caring learning environment.

CRITERIA FOR A SUCCESSFUL YEAR!
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http://ifox.commons.hwdsb.on.ca


INDEPENDENT READING 
The class will spend time daily on this important activity 
using student selected (and teacher monitored) print 
materials from a variety of  texts. The children are 
welcome to bring reading materials from home and as 
well they have the opportunity to select texts from our 
classroom library and from the school library.  

HOMEWORK 
I believe homework is a great way to practice skills 
they are working on learning in class.  I also believe 
that homework should not just be nightly “busy 
work”. It should instead focus on students needs. I 
realize students are very busy with many great after-
school activities. The majority of  homework will be 
their weekly math problem & reading responses. 
They may need to also gather information and/or 
materials for a future activity or lessons.  

AGENDAS 
Time will be set aside each day to write down homework 
assignments, upcoming events, messages from school, 
and to organize anything that need to be sent home.  
One of  the learning skills that students are assessed on 
this year is responsibility. Students can take responsibility 
for assignments and tests by writing them down and 
communicating the information with you. Last year, I 
found that students had many different ways of  best 
recording this information for accessing it later. Using 
our school agenda is one of  the best ways to help stay 
organized but if  you would like to use something 
different that works for your family, contact me to discuss 
it.  
I will check agendas at some point each day and would 
ask that you check them throughout the week and initial 
them at least once a week.  
  
If  there are urgent notes in the agenda please 
have them point it out to me first thing in the 
morning, so it can be dealt with immediately as I 
will not always check agenda’s first thing in the 
morning.

If  you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at ifox@hwdsb.on.ca and I will call you 
back as soon as I can.  However, I will not discuss confidential or serious information through email nor will 
I response at all hours of  the day.  If  it is urgent you can also phone me at school or send a note with your 
child in their agenda and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  
I will also continue to use another method of  communication this year, a program called Remind. With 
Remind, I’ll be able to text important updates and reminders to either a cell phone or email address. I’ll still 
be using the website and phone calls to communicate, but I would like to use this option as well, as I know 
that some parents find text reminders preferable to email ones. I have attached instructions on the last page 
on how to sign up using this service. I will also post the steps on the class website.  
This free service (only standard txt messaging rates apply). Please let me know if  you have any questions about 
this. 

CONTACT

GENIUS HOUR 
Each week I set aside about an hour of  our 
schedule for students to work on or learn about 
something they are curious or passionate about.  
They will get a chance to research or practice their 
skills.  When they are ready they will have a 
chance to show their learning to a group in class.  
Ideas have ranged from learning to knit or 
play the guitar to tearing apart a 
computer & learning how it works or 
learning about a new city in the world.
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TECHNOLOGY 
Our class website & blog is up and running and from doing a survey in class everyone can get access to the 
internet at least once a week.  I will do my best to update it weekly and post class information when needed.  
There will also be a place set aside where students can have their work posted, share favourite books as well as 
a pages where I will share information about what is going on in class, and if  available, additional activities to 
work on.  From our website students will also get a chance to ‘blog’ about current events & 
post weekly reading responses.  The website address is located at the top of  the first page of  
this newsletter & their will be a link to the blog from here too.  

SCIENCE/SOCIAL STUDIES 
It will be an exciting year.   We try to do 
many hands on and exploration activities 
throughout the units. If  anyone has expertise 
in any of  the areas being discussed this year 
don’t hesitate to contact me 
and perhaps we could work 

MATH
 In math, there is a common misconception that 
if students are using the algorithm or formula 
correctly, then they understand it and can apply it 
to new situations; however many students have 
difficulty in identifying when to use an algorithm 
or memorized fact. We will be using a problem-
based approach to learning mathematics that 
incorporates real-life problems that students come 
across in their lives. You can help your child to 
reinforce these skills by continuing to practice their 
basic math facts and by giving them opportunities 
to apply them in their daily lives (e.g. paying 
bills,shopping, etc.) We also believe in encouraging 
students to use concrete manipulatives. Research 
has shown that the use of manipulatives (at all 
levels of education) is fundamental to learning and 
allows the student an opportunity to represent their 

conceptual understanding. We will start the year off 
with an exploration with numbers to 100 000.  
There will be a math problem (POW) sent home 
weekly which is practice of the concepts that are 
being taught in class. The POW will come home on 
Friday’s and is due back the following Thursday. 
It is also essential that students have a quick recall 
of multiplication and division facts in order to 
problem solve effectively in all math strands. We 
will begin weekly multiplication & division 
quizzes in October. A reminder will come home in 
your child’s agenda. 
If you feel there are any areas that your son/
daughter is having difficulty with, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.

!

Students are to read a minimum of 20 minutes each 
night as part of their homework expectations. They can 
read from a variety of materials including the 
newspaper, magazines, comics, fiction & non-fiction 
novels. It is important that student’s choose books that 
are at their independent reading level so that they can 
read and comprehend them with success. (Independent 
material is texts that can be read with at least 95% 
accuracy). Students will be permitted to select texts 
from the classroom library to use for their home 
reading if they wish. Student are expected to record 
what they have read at home daily. There will be 
weekly reading responses sent home starting 
later in September. Reading logs & responses 
will be due on Tuesdays. The exact start date 
will be send home in the agenda. 

READING LOGS 

!



CLASS MATERIALS 
The school will provide your son/
daughter with many of  the required 
materials needed for learning (i.e. 
pencils, paper, notebooks).   
Some materials/items which could be 
helpful to have though are: 
- indoor shoes (Phys. Ed & classroom) 
- pencil case 
- pencil crayons 
- sketchbook for visual art  

          (suggested size: 8 1/2” x 11”) 
- earphones/earbuds 
- water bottle 

SPECIAL EVENTS / FOOD 
ALLERGIES 
Please be reminded that our school follows 
the HWDSB health eating policy.  I 
cannot hand out treats or candy (i.e. 
cupcakes, cookies, pop) in c lass.   
Throughout the year there will be 
“exempt days” for specific events and this 
information will be sent home before 
these days. 

We have children in our 
school and classroom that 
have extreme allergies to nuts 
of  any kind. That also 
includes foods that contain 
peanuts and peanut products. Many of  
them are life threatening.  
* Please refrain from sending any of  these 
products to school with your child.  
* Kindly speak to your child about the severity 

Sign up for important updates from Mr.
Fox.

Get information for Mr Fox 's Grade 5's right on your phone—not on handouts.

Pick a way to receive messages for Mr Fox 's Grade 5's:

A If you have a smartphone, get push

notifications.

On your iPhone or Android phone,
open your web browser and go to
the following link:

rmd.at/mrifox

Follow the instructions to sign up
for Remind. You’ll be prompted to
download the mobile app.

rmd.at/mrifox

Join Mr Fox 's Grade 5's

Full Name

First and Last Name

Phone Number or Email Address

(555) 555-5555

B If you don’t have a smartphone,

get text notifications.

Text the message @mrifox to the number
(581) 701-3255.

* Standard text message rates apply.

To

(581) 701-3255

Message

@mrifox

Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/mrifox on a desktop computer to sign up for email notifications.


