Five Page Latin Verbs Sheet to Read and Reread!

While there is some complexity to the declensions system in Latin, the verbs are very simple in concept. While there are of course exceptions to most of the rules laid out here, they hold true almost all the time and are quite reliable.

Latin verbs put who is doing the action at the end of the verb, thus:
o = I
s = you singular
t = he/she/it
mus = we
tis = you plural
nt = they

So, amo = I love, and amas = you love.

Latin has pronouns too, but does not need them and does not use them much of the time. However, you should be aware of them:

ego = I
tu = you singular
is, ea, id = he, she ,it
nos = we
vos = you plural
ei, eae, ea = they (masculine, feminine, neuter)

You could conjugate the verb “amo” (I love) like this then:

Ego amo
Tu amas
Is, ea, id amat
Nos amamus
Vos amatis
Ei, eae, ea amant

To get a future meaning, you add a “b” before the verb ending, and for the sake of writing clearly, an appropriate “connecting sound” vowel, thus:

bo (b+o)
bis (b+s)
bit (b+t)
bimus (b+mus)
bitis (b+tis)
bunt (b+nt)

To get an imperfect meaning (in other words, something that was happening in the past) you ad a “ba” in front of the verb ending. You can remember this as, “In the past people used to shepherd lots of sheep who said ‘ba!’” So, the imperfect endings turn out like this:

bam (ba+o = “bam” easier to pronounce than “bao”)
bas (ba+s)
bat (ba+t)
bamus (ba+mus)
batis (ba+tis)
bant (ba+nt)

To get a perfect meaning (in other words, something that was finished in the past, that was “perfected” if you like) you add an “i” in front of the verb ending. About two-thirds of the time there is also another letter added in front of the “i” to make it clear that it is a completed action. This letter is often a “v” or an “x.” There are some other decorations added in in some parts just to make it especially clear it is a completed action and not a present: (1) some verbs change the main vowel sound like from “facit”(present) to “fecit”(perfect), while yet others (2) stutter the first letter like from dat(present) to dedit(perfect.) However, what most gives the verb away as being perfect is its universal set of endings:

I (i+o slurred to just “i”)
isti (i+s with another “i” type sound added on, just to reinforce the “i” ness of it!) 
it (i+t)
imus (i+mus)
istis (i+tis)
erunt (i+nt slurred to “erunt” to make it a more distinct sound)

To get a passive meaning as in “I am loved” you add an “r” sound to the ending:

or (o+r)
ris (r+s with a connecting “i”)
tur (t+r with a connecting “u”)
mur (mus+r slurred to “mur”)
mini (r+tis brutally slurred to “mini”!)
ntur (nt+r with a connecting “u”)

This “r” rule applies to the future and imperfect tenses as well, so you get bor, beris, bitur, etc in the future, and bar, baris, batur etc in the imperfect.

If the action you are describing is not for certain, the main vowel in the verb changes to another one. It is easy to read these, since you will simply notice the main vowel is a little different than what you are used to, thus, for the present tense, “I might love” etc, it looks like this:
amem
ames
amet
amemus
ametis
ament

Notice how the main vowel “a” in amas, amat, etc turns into an “e”, so ames, amet etc to mean “might.”

Other things:

e = a command to one person, so:
laude! = praise (something!)

te = a command to two or more people (modified from “tis”), so:
amate! = Hey you guys, love (someone!)

re = to_______, so:
amare = to love

ri = to be ______ed, so:
amari = to be loved

nd =  should be, so:
Amanda = a female thing who should be loved
Amandus = a male thing who should be loved

ns or nt = ing, so:
amans = loving
[bookmark: _GoBack]amantis = of a loving thing/person

t = ed, so:
amata = a female thing who is loved
amatus = a male thing who is loved

tur = will soon be, so:
amatura = a female thing who will soon be loved
amaturus = a male thing who will soon be loved

You may have noticed that these last few things are combined with declension endings to turn verbs into adjectives. We call these things “participles” in Latin study.

The most common verb in Latin (and most languages) is the verb “to be.” It is used often even with other verbs to give more definite meanings to things. You have to know it well! The “r” sound in some of the tenses corresponds to the passive “r” you have learned about above; think about it.

Present (I am etc: based on the “s” sound)

sum
es
est
sumus
estis
sunt

Future (add an “er”)

ero
eris
erit
erimus
eritis
erunt

Imperfect (add an “era”)

eram
eras
erat
eramus
eratis
errant

Perfect (“fu”)

fui
fuisti
fuit
fuimus
fuistis
fuerunt

Subjunctive (I might, etc: add “si”)

sim 
sis
sit 
simus
sitis
sint

to be = esse

So, you can add these to other verbs to get neat combinations, like:

Pluperfect (I had loved, etc)

amaveram (ama + imperfect of “to be” and a connecting “v” sound)
amaveras
amaverat
amaveramus
amaveratis
amaverant

Future Perfect (I will have loved etc)

amavero (ama + future of “to be” and a connecting “v” sound)
amaveris
amaverit
amaverimus
amaveritis
amaverint

Read this page over frequently, many times, and you will get a very good handle on reading Latin verbs very quicky! Enjoy it! It is actually a very simple, precise, and elegant system! No wonder Latin is so prized as an international and scholarly language!
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