The Odyssey Assignment
The Odyssey is effectively the first novel and the novel is the dominant form of literature in English. The Odyssey is something virtually all serious readers read at some point or other and probably every author of note. By studying the Odyssey you will find that you will naturally feel more at home with all novels as they all owe a lot in terms of structure and sentiment to the Odyssey, the first one. Of course, the ironic thing about this is that the Odyssey, while BEING a novel, WAS NOT a novel – it was a play, a performance (thought to have been designed for lavish and many day long weddings.) Distressingly perhaps, the only aspect of this work of art that we are privy to is the words, but there were sights and sounds meant to accompany the words which we cannot experience any of except through thoughtfully and imaginatively surmising how Homer’s dramatic company may have gone about presenting them. The words being so entertaining alone one can only wonder what a magical experience it must have been to witness the full performance! The options for your in depth project on the Odyssey reflect these concerns. Please read ALL the options for ideas to trigger you as they are really all aspects of each other:
Choose ONE of the following to do:
1. A sadly often overlooked aspect of the Odyssey is the comedy. The Odyssey was held to be a comedy in ancient times by the Greeks themselves (in contrast to the Iliad, Homer’s other major, earlier work, which is for the most part a grim yet gripping tragedy.) Even where an English translator is clearly not acutely aware of the humour, it shines through from the original anyway. Homer had to keep his audience happy and entertained, and it seems clear from the context of almost every scene in the Odyssey that he performed it in vast banqueting halls. Thus, other than the singing and dancing, acting and gesturing, and probably the use of props and costumes also, the comic humour kept the interest and mirth of the spectators at high levels. While it would be too extensive a project to treat every single instance of humour in the Odyssey, choose a good number of the funniest episodes, features and situations to describe, and explain what makes them funny. You are more than welcome to postulate what kind of acting or gesturing on the part of Homer or his troupe might have accompanied the spoken or sung words to bring out the humorous intent. (Treat AT LEAST –and I MEAN AT LEAST- 9 instances of humour, 12 – Enriched class.)
2. Select a scene of some decent length, or a few shorter scenes in the Odyssey that you consider to be quite funny, or which you figure were likely intended to be funny with the right kind of acting and gestures. Perform the scene or the scenes for the class. You may do this in a small group if you wish as it appears that Homer also had a small group performing with him. You must use a professional and published translation of the Odyssey, and you must perform completely from memory, with great emphasis on dramatic gestures and voice. You should not shy away from the use of props and other elements that can make the scene more dramatic and more comic. Evidently, having had some experience in drama or acting will help. If you choose to do this one, it must be done well and while it is of course going to be relatively short my expectation is that you put on what could be seen as a rather professionally carried out dramatic performance. This one is not necessarily for everyone! (Total length should be a bit under 9 or 10 minutes; a bit over 12 – Enriched class.)
3. This one treats Homer’s skill as a writer and as a performer. It can be handled in two somewhat different ways. One way is to try to figure out how Homer physically performed the Odyssey through paying close attention to scenes that lend themselves to gestures and acting, and by paying close attention to his own description of bardic performers and their troupes (like dancing girls et cetera) in various scenes in the story as they are likely reflective of himself and his own company. In other words, what dramatic acting likely accompanied some of the major scenes in the Odyssey? What moves and tricks were Homer and his company doing to dramatize the story they were telling? Choose several major ones (at least 9; at least 12 Enriched class.) 
*****
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another way to handle this assignment option (which may be more fitting for an Enriched level approach) is to pay close attention to how the story may reflect a) Homer’s own life, and b) the actual, real situation of the performance and the spectators. For instance, might all this tale about longing for home reflect Homer’s own longing to spend more time at home with his family? Authors normally cannot help but incorporate autobiography in their writing. Might the constant setting of scenes in royal banqueting halls with talk of marriage in the air make it likely that the Odyssey was composed for performing at royal wedding banquets? How might this setting influence how the Odyssey was both performed by the bard and his troupe, and understood and received by the spectators? Would this make scenes, actions or characters that at first seem out of place, overly serious or purposeless to become humorous, meaningful or fitting? Use plenty of examples to establish and prove your theories.
