The Chrysalids by John Wyndham
http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/engramja/ENG_11/The%20Chrysalids.pdf
(If you TRULY do not own a computer or have web access at school or home, please let me know.) It is also available on the class website.
Our Chrysalids Project:
The Chrysalids is a great novel from the mid 20th Century that covers many themes and explores a number of “what ifs” regarding life and society. We can be inspired by the excellency of the writer’s craft, and also by his messages to us about the value of the individual as part of an organic whole. The novel follows the heroic pattern common for adventure-type stories (e.g. Lord of the Rings, The Odyssey, etc) and quite interestingly for us, although written by a Briton, it is set in Canada! Enjoy! But, there is a difference between merely reading a work of literature and truly studying and mastering it. We will be reading and also commenting upon what we read, culminating in a short “epic” poem we will write. So:
For each one of the 17 chapters in the book:
1. Write a 6 point summary
2. Write a 100 word or more critical reflection upon the thoughts and actions of the characters
3. Write a stanza of a poem, which will end up being 17 stanzas in length
Your point summaries and reflections will be graded as you are accustomed to from other projects (although this one will be a separate “Chrysalids” summary and reflection mark extraneous to your regular day work) but your “epic” poem will be graded according to the presentation rubric attached.
Regarding your “epic” poem. You should more or less retell the story of the Chrysalids in some way, perhaps focussing on a favourite character or such. You may use any poetic format or techniques you like, but you must be able to identify which ones you used. So, for your poem:
1. Write a 17 stanza poem with each stanza based on one chapter of The Chrysalids.
2. Each stanza should have at least 100 words in it (150 – enriched).
3. Each stanza must include at least 6 poetical techniques (8 – enriched).
4. Explicitly point out and define each of the 6 (or more) poetical techniques you use in each stanza. (e.g. “Unce Axel excelled in extraneous escapades!” – consonance regarding “x”: ax, ex, ex, even “esc” can be thought of as a reversed “x”
5. Include one image accompanying each stanza.
**Be aware that much of this project will be done on your own time. The Board of Education recommends about 2 hours of homework a day in Secondary School, so make this project part of that!**
[bookmark: _GoBack]**Also be aware that it is CRITICAL that you actually read (and even reread!) every part of the book! PLEASE do not try to cheat yourself of your education!**

NAME:
	
	0-11
	12-13
	14-15
	16-20

	Knowledge and Understanding
	· Content is not extensive and covers some of the issues at hand.
· Research and/or detailed planning somewhat evident.
	· Content is satisfactory and covers the issues at hand.
· Satisfactory research and/or planning evident.
	· Content is extensive and thoroughly covers the issues at hand.
· Strong research and/or detailed planning evident.
	· Content is very extensive and very thoroughly covers the issues at hand.
· Very strong research and/or exceptionally detailed planning evident.

	Thinking and Inquiry
	· The written work is sometimes complex and varied.
· It covers some ideas and themes.
	· The written work is somewhat complex and varied.
· It covers some ideas and themes, and links them together logically and/or artistically.
	· The written work is complex and varied.
· It covers a variety of ideas and themes, and links them together logically and/or artistically.
	· The written work is very complex and highly varied.
· It covers a wide variety of ideas and themes, and links them together logically and/or artistically in a highly effective way.

	Application
	· Grammar and vocabulary are sometimes correct, varied and appropriate to the form of written work at hand.
	· Grammar and vocabulary are mostly correct, somewhat varied and mostly appropriate to the form of written work at hand.
	· Grammar and vocabulary are correct, varied and appropriate to the form of written work at hand.
	· Grammar and vocabulary are correct, highly varied and appropriate to the form of written work at hand. Strong mastery of these skills is highly evident.

	Communication
	· The written work sometimes makes sense and sometimes conveys the desired message.
	· The written work mostly makes sense and conveys the desired message.
	· The written work makes sense and clearly conveys the desired message.
	· The written work makes sense and clearly conveys the desired message in a highly attractive and interesting way.



THE CHRYSALIDS “EPIC POEM” PROJECT
