Ojibwe and Iroquoian Essay Instructions
Name:____________________________		Due Date:______________________________
Reading SUBTEXT and discovering CULTURE through literature and media are critical for getting a better understanding of what we are reading, listening to, or watching. To start to develop these skills, we will start with a limited and defined set of stories from two cultures local to Ontario: the Ojibwe and Iroquoian. On the surface the stories are simply entertaining. If one peers a little more closely they become instructive and thought provoking. With further analysis they give insight into these two important North American cultures which have both contributed to forming the Canadian identity and have flourished separately in their own right. Anyhow, skills wise we are concerned with the art of discovering culture through literature here. Here is the question for the essay:
“The Ojibwe/Anishinaabe and Iroquoian/Haudenosaunee cultures while of course sharing many similarities due to interaction, proximity and so forth are quite different from one another in many other respects. Choose 3 (4 – Enriched programme) points of comparison (e.g. “gender roles”, “views on animals”, etc…) between the two cultures where elements of the cultures seem to differ widely, and describe how they are different (NOT HOW THEY ARE SIMILAR!!!) BASED ONLY ON THE TEXTS WE READ IN CLASS and on no other sources.”
Reference the texts we read by story title. Structure the essay as follows:
1. Title page. Put the title of the essay, your name, you teacher’s name, course code, and due date on it.
2. Introductory paragraph. Grab the reader’s attention with a “hook” – something interesting to make the reader want to keep reading. Then lay out your 3 or 4 points of comparison and your thesis statement. (The “thesis” is what you have “laid out”(“thesis” is a Greek word meaning “laid out”) as the theory you will prove in your essay.)
3. 3 (or 4 – Enriched programme) body SECTIONS. Each section may have either 1, 2 or 3 paragraphs comparing aspects of the two cultures. Thus, if you were to choose “views on animals” for one of the sections, the first paragraph might describe Ojibwe views, the second paragraph Iroquoian views and a third might make clear how they differ and contrast.
4. Conclusion paragraph. Recap all your major discoveries covered in your body sections and demonstrate how they prove your original thesis. If your original thesis is a question, then show how they thoroughly answer your question.
5. Bibliography page. List all the stories you used in alphabetical order.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thus in total you will likely have 11 paragraphs in this essay (14 – Enriched programme). Use footnotes or in-text references at least 3 or 4 times per page, please. ENJOY IT! 
