Early Modern English & Canadian Mythologies: Assignment 1

Fulfil the criteria of one (1) of the following projects:

[bookmark: _GoBack](1) Write a maximum two (2) page (at least 3 – Enriched class), double-spaced response to the following question: What is the role of ‘woman’ in the various creation stories that we have been looking at this term? More specifically, do the actions of women signify any important changes to the characters and the environments in the stories, and if so, what specific actions caused these changes to come about? Can you notice any similarities across traditions? What is your assessment of the literary content in the stories?
You may want to focus on one or a number of the following three stories: (i) the Ojibwe myth ‘Ladder to the Sky’; (ii) the story of Sky Woman in the Haudenosaunee (Six Nations) tradition; or (iii) the role of Eve in the Judeo-Christian creation story of Genesis. If you are planning to incorporate the Genesis creation myth (iii) you may be interested in contrasting how Eve’s role differs in the competing accounts of creation, one which starts on 1:1 and the other starting in 2:4.

(2) We’ve probably gotten a bit more used to the Early Modern English way of putting things. Sometimes it’s fun to see how modern English poetry or prose might sound like if rewritten in the ‘Churchy’ English we’ve been exposing ourselves to so far. Translate some things written in modern English into Early Modern English. These could include the lyrics to songs, poems, texts, news articles, or advertisements. All in all you should present at most two (2) pages (at least 3 – Enriched class) of content. This is a fun but tricky assignment as you need to carefully emulate the phrasing and wording of Elizabethan (Early Modern) English with examples in front of you and not just try doing it by instinct, which will likely not turn out well.

(3) Create a dramatization of a scene from a creation story looked at in class so far. It is open as to what kind of dramatization you want to make. This, for example, could include a dramatic reading of a text or part of a text, alone or in a group, or a short video acting out a particular scene. You can also come up with advertisements, posters, or Bristol board presentations that have something to do with the stories we’ve looked at so far. For example (and I’m sorry for potentially ruining this), you could make a ‘wanted’ or ‘missing’ poster for Joseph after being sold into slavery by his brothers. Aim for at most ten (10) minutes (at least 12 – Enriched class) of content.
