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Essay Rubric

	Expectations
	Level 4:
80-100%
	Level 3:
70 -79% 
	Level 2: 
60 -69% 
	Level 1:
50 -59% 

	Reading for Meaning

    / 20
	Thoroughly analyses text  in terms of the ideas or themes it explores.


Provides thorough, convincing supporting evidence. Uses specific cited quotations, integrated into the writing, and clearly explained paraphrased examples from text.
	Analyses text in terms of the ideas or themes it explores.



Provides convincing supporting evidence. Quotations are cited and often integrated into the writing and always supports explanations with evidence.

	Some analysis of text but may contain elements of summary and simple explanation. 

Provides some supporting quotations. Cites quotations with some difficulty but usually supports explanations with evidence


	There is understanding of the content. Reliance on paraphrase and summary rather than analysis.

Provides limited supporting evidence. Seldom cites quotations or supports ideas with evidence



	Developing and Organizing Content

    / 10
	Essay is thoughtfully organized and coherent. Sophisticated transitions are used.
	Essay is well organized and mostly coherent. 
Transitions are usually used.

	Some organization is apparent; the essay has some coherence. Transitions are sometimes used. 
	Little organization is apparent. 
Transitions are seldom used. 


	Using Knowledge of Form and Style

    / 10
	Language is formal very clear, effective, carefully chosen and precise; writes complete sentences that communicate their meaning clearly and effectively, skilfully varying sentence type, structure, and length

	Language is formal clear and carefully chosen, writes complete sentences that communicate their meaning clearly, often varying sentence type, structure, and length 
	Language is sometimes formal, clear and carefully chosen; writes complete sentences that communicate their meaning somewhat effectively, sometimes varying sentence type, structure, and length
	Language is often informal and sometimes unclear; seldom writes complete sentences that communicate their meaning clearly and effectively, rarely varying sentence type, structure, and length

	Applying Knowledge of Conventions

    /10
	Few if any spelling errors. Uses punctuation and grammar conventions correctly and effectively to communicate their intended meaning.

	Mostly uses correct spelling. Usually uses punctuation and grammar conventions correctly and effectively. Errors do not distract the reader.
	Some spelling errors Sometimes uses punctuation and grammar conventions correctly and effectively. Errors sometimes distract the reader.
	Many spelling errors. Seldom uses punctuation and grammar conventions correctly and effectively. Errors interfere with intended meaning.



