Beowulf Assignment
Choose one of the following projects to do:
1. Epic tales are often used as guides to life and conduct. The actions of the heroes in the stories, their words, deeds, and wisdom are often used as models and patterns for behaviour, thought, sentiment and action. The writers and performers know this is expected of them and the audience wants to draw inspiration from them. What in Beowulf do you yourself find worthy of emulation or of learning from, why and how? Alternately, what in Beowulf might have been seen as instructive to people in his time period? If you choose to answer this alternate question, you will need to study about life at the time and place that Beowulf was performed.
2. Write a 100 LINE or more alliterative poem, in the same style that Beowulf was written in summing up the entire story, the way we see other epics summarized in shortened form within the text of Beowulf. Alternatively, you may write an extended narrative poem (mini “epic” if you will) about anything, but again it must be in this same alliterative, four beat per line style.
3. Beowulf makes explicit reference to other works of literature, both written and oral. It is clear that the writer is drawing inspiration from both the Bible and the Saga of the Volsungs. The Bible is the Christian “national epic” and the Saga of the Volsungs is the “national epic” for Germanic peoples like the Anglo-Saxons. Besides of course the explicit references to these epics, what about Beowulf that is not explicitly linked to these epics apparently derives from them? – think in terms of plot in particular. At a more advanced level, you may even like to make links with the Homeric and Vergilian tradition. (By the way, you can find shortened retellings of the Saga of the Volsungs that will not take you long to read.)
4. This question relates to life philosophy. What philosophy or philosophies about life, ethics, leadership, followership, and so forth can you discern in Beowulf? What do you think of the philosophies you discover?
5. (i) What is the new-world outlook of Medieval Christianity and how does it contrast with the Pre-Christian worldview and value system of the Germanic tribes depicted in Beowulf? 
(ii) What role does the dragon play in producing the new system of value? How does the gold the dragon sits on differ from the gold mentioned in the poem thus far? And what does this say about the ending of the poem which depicts the political and economic collapse of Beowulf's tribe after his death?
Prose answers should be of substantial depth and length – likely well over 4 pages long. Make MANY direct, specific, references to Beowulf throughout! HAVE FUN! BEOWULF IS AWESOME!!!
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	Knowledge and Understanding
	· Content is not extensive and covers some of the issues at hand.
· Research and/or detailed planning somewhat evident.
	· Content is satisfactory and covers the issues at hand.
· Satisfactory research and/or planning evident.
	· Content is extensive and thoroughly covers the issues at hand.
· Strong research and/or detailed planning evident.
	· Content is very extensive and very thoroughly covers the issues at hand.
· Very strong research and/or exceptionally detailed planning evident.

	Thinking and Inquiry
	· The written work is sometimes complex and varied.
· It covers some ideas and themes.
	· The written work is somewhat complex and varied.
· It covers some ideas and themes, and links them together logically and/or artistically.
	· The written work is complex and varied.
· It covers a variety of ideas and themes, and links them together logically and/or artistically.
	· The written work is very complex and highly varied.
· It covers a wide variety of ideas and themes, and links them together logically and/or artistically in a highly effective way.

	Application
	· Grammar and vocabulary are sometimes correct, varied and appropriate to the form of written work at hand.
	· Grammar and vocabulary are mostly correct, somewhat varied and mostly appropriate to the form of written work at hand.
	· Grammar and vocabulary are correct, varied and appropriate to the form of written work at hand.
	· Grammar and vocabulary are correct, highly varied and appropriate to the form of written work at hand. Strong mastery of these skills is highly evident.

	Communication
	· The written work sometimes makes sense and sometimes conveys the desired message.
	· The written work mostly makes sense and conveys the desired message.
	· The written work makes sense and clearly conveys the desired message.
	· The written work makes sense and clearly conveys the desired message in a highly attractive and interesting way.



